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THE XAVERIAN MENOLOGY 
 

Revised January 11, 2016  

 

"In some Congregations there is a beautiful custom of reading the biog-

raphies of their deceased members." 

–Brother Isidore, C.F.X. 

 Foreword to CYRENIAN NO. 1, 1922 

 

"Even after the individual has passed away, the effect of his life contin-

ues." 

–Brother Isidore, C.F.X. 

 

"If history they made, let us remember that it is only such to us; it was 

not history to them, but very commonplace.  Our task is to make history 

that will seem no less striking to generations coming, if we succeed in 

bequeathing a tomorrow to them worthy in every respect of the yester-

day outlined in these pages." 

–Brother Julian, C.F.X. 

Foreword to MEN AND DEEDS, 1929 

 

 

"If these sketches bring to life the men we are to pray for and cause us 

actively to remember them in our prayers, then they are well worth the 

hours of effort that have gone into their preparation.  I hope that they 

will fulfill for you their purpose:  to give life and meaning to the names 

read and to discover the heritage which is ours as Xaverians." 

 

–Brother Nilus, C.F.X. 

  Introduction to the original publication of the Menology 

  December 3, 1958 
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These pages are dedicated to the memory of Brother Aubert Downey 

(1892-1980) who initiated the Menology project so that the young 

Brothers could be inspired by the stories of "the valiant who had gone 

before them."  May he and all of our deceased Brothers rest in peace.  
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J A N U A R Y   1 

 

 

BROTHER LAWRENCE  (William Franssen) 

Born:  Breda, Holland, June 15, 1829 

Died:  Mayfield, England, January 1, 1896 

 

Brother Lawrence was a transfered to the English Province from the 

Belgian Province which he had entered in 1866 when he was thirty-

seven.  In one of the Registers, he is listed as a shoe-maker at Mayfield 

in the 1880's when Brother Cajetan Van Tournhout was Superior at that 

house.  As appropriate for his memorial card, someone chose a quotation 

from the spiritual lottery ticket that Brother Lawrence had drawn for 

1896:  "Oh, how happy a thing it is to die fastened to the Cross."  At the 

time of his death, Brother Lawrence was sixty-six years of age and had 

been in the community for almost thirty years. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 

 

 

BROTHER MARCEL  (Romain Mortier) 

Born:  Merksem, Belgium, January 4, 1883 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, January 2, 1903 

 

Brother Marcel was with us for less than five years.  Entering on April 

15, 1898, when he was fifteen, he received the habit the following year 

on April 12.  With him was Brother Clement Quaegebeur (March 24), 

the future Belgian Provincial.  Brother Marcel died at Sint-Michiels two 

days before his twentieth birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER DONALD  (Stephen F. Sullivan) 

Born:  Manchester, New Hampshire, July 2, 1901 



4 

Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, January 2, 1937 

 

Brother Donald entered the novitiate the day after his sixteenth birthday.  

Having completed his novitiate, he taught at the Cathedral School in 

Richmond and then at St. John's in Worcester, St. John's Prep in Dan-

vers, and St. Joseph's in Somerville.  He was a great community man, 

always the incomparable spoofer.  While assigned to St. John's in Dan-

vers, he dreamed up one "Hector Hargrave" and then by propaganda 

made this creation the best-known boy on campus.  Brother Edmund, the 

Headmaster, seemed out of touch with reality when he insisted to a 

complaining member of the faculty that this "Hector Hargrave" did not 

exist.  On the sick list for a year, Brother Donald felt well enough to re-

turn to the classroom at Malden Catholic during the 1935-36 school 

year.  It was too much for him.  He died of tuberculosis at St. Elizabeth's 

Hospital; he was in his thirty-sixth year and had spent almost twenty 

years in religion. 
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J A N U A R Y   2 

 

BROTHER HIPPOLIET  (Eugene De Vlieghere) 

Born:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, Belgium, December 18, 1906 

Died:  Likasi, the Congo, January 2, 1971 

 

Brother Hippoliet, brother of Brother Laurent (July 2) and Brother 

Godfried (February 12), one of all nine of the De Vliegheres who en-

tered the religious state, died of a heart attack two weeks after his sixty-

fourth birthday.  He had gone to the Congo in 1936.  Brother Hippoliet 

was an outstanding member of the Belgian Province:  MA in Econom-

ics, linguist, Superior at Likasi and at Kasenga in the "bush," Provincial 

from 1954 to 1960, and a delegate to the General Chapter. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   3 

 

 

BROTHER IGNATIUS  (William Gates) 

Born:  Samuels, Kentucky, October 17, 1859 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 3, 1885 

 

Brother Ignatius was one of the four young men from Samuels, Ken-

tucky, who entered the novitiate together.  He died when he was only 

twenty-five, in his fourth year in religion, and at that early age he was 

the oldest of the four Xaverians who answered the final call in a period 

of thirteen months. (Brother Celestine Gates, December 6, 1883; Brother 

Sylvester Price, March 23, 1884; and Brother Daniel O'Connor, Novem-

ber 9, 1884). 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 196. 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARDINE  (Gerard Ridders) 

Born:  Altharen, Hanover, Germany, September 14, 1836 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 3, 1912 
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Brother Bernardine, who had studied for the priesthood, was admitted to 

the Congregation on September 13, 1856, the day before his twentieth 

birthday.  He received the habit from the Founder on April 12, 1857.  

Sent to Louisville as part of the reconstructionist band, he taught first at 

St. Patrick's and then opened St. Martin's School in 1863 and St. Peter's 

School in 1868.  In 1870 he was transferred to St. Mary's Industrial 

School in Baltimore.  "The Archdiocese of Baltimore," wrote Brother 

Julian, "owes to Brother Bernardine possibly more than it suspects."  

Almost thirty of his fifty-five years in religious life were spent either at 

St. Mary's or St. James' Home, both archdiocesan institutions.  In 1899 

Brother Bernardine moved to New England.  After a month of dual 

Superiorships and commuting every other day between the houses in 

East Boston and a month as Acting-Provincial upon the death of Brother 

Alexius in February of 1900, he was placed in charge of the juniorate at 

St. John's in Danvers.  After six years and at the age of seventy-one, he 

was retired from active duty when a younger man was assigned to con-

vert the Danvers juniorate into a boarding school open to the public.  

The vigorous Brother Bernardine, who had been a key man in the Amer-

ican Province, found it almost impossible to realize that he was being 

shunted into oblivion.  Retiring to the Mount, he spent the next five 

years raising flowers for the altar; as a youth in Hanover, he had been 

assistant to a horticulturist.  Brother Bernardine answered God's call in 

early January, 1912.  As first assistant to Brother Alexius in his long 

Provincialate, he was a pillar of the early American Province. MEN 

AND DEEDS, Chapter 22. 

J A N U A R Y   3 

 

 

BROTHER GABRIEL  (William F. Flanagan) 

Born:  Pawtucket, Rhode Island, June 11, 1892 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, January 3, 1959 

 

Brother Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows entered the novitiate, then at 

Mt. St. Joseph's, on March 19, 1917, when he was almost twenty-five.  
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He was clothed in the habit that May 24th, and in September he was one 

of the four pioneers assigned to the Cathedral School in Richmond.  

Brother Isidore had accepted two schools, Richmond and Utica's As-

sumption Academy, and he had to use every available man.  After two 

years in Richmond and two in Norfolk, Brother Gabriel went to Holy 

Cross School in Brooklyn.  His two assignments at this school, where he 

died, spanned seventeen and a half years.  His death in his forty-second 

year with us came as a shock.  For several years he had suffered heart at-

tacks.  Usually he went to bed for a week and then returned to the wars.  

He seemed indestructible.   

 

 

J A N U A R Y   4 

 

 

BROTHER SEBASTIAN  (Ralph Benson) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, May 25, 1872 

Died:  Mayfield, England, January 4, 1896 

 

Ralph Benson entered on Candlemas Day in 1887 when he was not quite 

fifteen and became Brother Sebastian on June 20, 1889, in the days 

when Brother John Chrysostom was the Superior and Brother Cuthbert 

the Headmaster at Mayfield.  He is remembered as a good bass singer 

and a great footballer.  In 1895 when Mayfield began to play soccer 

matches with outside teams, many of the players were young Brothers 

from Preston.  They seemed unbeatable.  Brother Sebastian, who was the 

full-back, contracted pneumonia after helping to defeat the "Vale Rang-

ers" from Tunbridge Wells.  He died in his twenty-fourth year after a 

short illness. 

 

 

BROTHER LAURENCE (Joseph Howarth) 

Born:  Blackburn, Lancashire, England, October 26, 1881 

Died:  Tunbridge Wells, England, January 4, 1954 
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Brother Laurence entered in September, 1897, when he was not quite 

sixteen and received the habit on September 8, 1899.  He taught at May-

field, Clapham, and Foxhunt, where he was Superior on two occasions, 

and at Bruges from 1909 down to 1914 and again from 1930 to 1939.  In 

1914 he dallied too long at our place in Heist.  He and his English boys 

had to tramp the coast down to Calais, sleeping out in the open.  Alt-

hough arrested as a spy when he was biking in search of stray young-

sters, he managed to get clear and put his charges on a steamer out of 

Calais.  He died in his seventy-third year at the Kent and Sussex Hospi-

tal in Tunbridge Wells. 
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J A N U A R Y   4 

 

 

BROTHER FAUSTINUS  (William N. Malone) 

Born:  Carbonear, Newfoundland, November 26, 1886 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, January 4, 1962 

 

Brother Faustinus was a golden jubilarian.  With the exception of the 

years 1927 to 1935, during which he served as Director of St. Joseph's 

Home in Detroit, he was actively engaged in some classroom.  He was a 

diligent, conscientious, hard-working teacher.  He was well-read, espe-

cially in the field of international affairs, and for this he was always 

grateful for the inspiration of his old teachers in Newfoundland, the Irish 

Christian Brothers. 

 

 

BROTHER LEO  (Jerome Marichael) 

Born:  Ruiselede, West Flanders, Belgium, July 12, 1890 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 4, 1965 

 

Jerome Marichael entered the Congregation in 1904 shortly after his 

fourteenth birthday.  He was one of the fortunate young Belgian 

Xaverians who in the old days had been privileged to have a complete 

four-year course at the Normal School in Tourhout.  A soldier-

infirmarian on the Belgian front in World War I, Brother Leo was the 

different soldier, the one who devoted every free moment to the study of 

Latin and Greek.  At the Institute in Bruges, he was a natural for the lan-

guage section.  He taught the top classes for years.  He pioneered in the 

French-speaking area at Menin and at Spy, where he was Superior for 

nine years.  He was back at the Institute in 1949 and taught French there 

until he retired in 1961.  He died from cancer at the age of seventy-four.  

Hundreds, including a delegation from Spy headed by the pastor, attend-

ed the Requiem Mass at the Church of Our Lady in Bruges. 
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BROTHER CONRAD  (Francis Toohey) 

Born:  Liverpool, England, May 19, 1920 

Died:  Mayfield, England, January 4, 1980 

 

A man with a remarkable ability to listen to others, a truly gentle man, 

Brother Conrad was one of the most popular, trusted, and respected 

Brothers of his time.  Entering on St. Joseph's Day in 1936, he spent 

most of his religious life at Mayfield where he taught Art.  He had the 

good fortune when he was young to come under the influence of Brother 

Aloysius who introduced him to the Ditchling Guild of St. Joseph and 

St. Dominic, which itself was strongly influenced by the great artist and 

sculptor Eric Gill.  The Guild had a permanent effect on Brother Conrad 

and oriented his thinking to the true and the beautiful.  An incurable fol-

lower of courses, Brother Conrad was about to take some time off to 

participate in a religious renewal program when God called him.  It was 

a call he answered willingly. 

 

 



11 

J A N U A R Y   4 

 

 

.BROTHER CHARLES  (Joseph Vanzandweghe) 

Born:  Dudzele, West Flanders, Belgium, March 3, 1912 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 4, 1981 

 

Brother Charles entered the Congregation in 1928 when he was sixteen.  

A product of a farm upbringing, he spent his entire religious life doing 

manual labor.  His first assignment was as a cook at the Institute in 

Bruges, where four meals a day were served to a community of fifty 

Brothers and 300 boarders.  In 1938 he volunteered for service on the 

Congo missions.  He was sent to Kasenga in the bush country, and for 

the next seventeen years he supervised the farm and livestock.  A serious 

lung disorder forced his return to Belgium in 1955.  Again assigned to 

the Institute in Bruges, he supervised the large body of household per-

sonnel and served as infirmarian.  Brother Charles was found dead in his 

bedroom; his passing was unexpected as he was making a favorable re-

covery from a serious heart attack suffered two months  

earlier.  His many reminiscences of life at the Kasenga mission supplied 

the basis for the novel LONY written by the late Brother Vitaal Bulcke 

and published in 1949. 
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J A N U A R Y   5 

 

 

BROTHER HYACINTH  (Ernest Damour) 

Born:  Ulrick, Canada, March 20, l883 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, January 5, 1929 

 

Brother Hyacinth died of peritonitis when he was apparently recovering 

from an appendectomy.  He was forty-five.  During his twenty-nine 

years in the community, he was loved by all wherever he had been as-

signed:  St. Mary's Industrial School; the Catholic Protectory in Arling-

ton, New Jersey; parochial schools in Lowell, Lawrence, and Somer-

ville; and finally at St. John's in Danvers where he became procurator in 

1927, succeeding Brother Patrick Moran, his companion in the reception 

of the habit.  Without previous experience other than a working 

knowledge of cooking, he systematized the kitchen in such a way that 

the menu became varied and balanced, repetition occurring only once in 

every three weeks.  From the day he entered until the day he died, 

Brother Hyacinth was an indefatigable worker. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 493-495. 

 

BROTHER ROLAND  (Louis B. Gossman) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 11, 1900 

Died:  Waltham, Massachusetts, January 5, 1975 

 

Brother Roland, a Xaverian Brother for fifty-two years, was associated 

with the Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands for thirty-three 

years, from 1929 until its conversion to St. Joseph's Novitiate in 1961.  

Prior to this long assignment, he had taught at the two St. Patrick's, in 

Baltimore and Lowell, and at Holy Name in Brooklyn and St. Mary's in 

Lawrence.  Brother Roland was on his way home to Baltimore in 1929 

when Brother Fabian saw him waiting for the morning train.  Brother 

Fabian recruited him, and at the Home he became his best worker, labor-

ing twelve months a year except two weeks in the summer, twenty-four 

hours a day; teaching all day; prefecting all study halls; house-cleaning; 
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bed-making; and running the infirmary--Brother Fabian, who was tuber-

cular himself, took all the sick Brothers. All he needed was help, and 

plenty of it, when the WORKING BOY was being mailed quarterly.  

Ordinarily the one well person on the staff was Brother Roland--the rest, 

ten or twelve coughing their heads off, all of them vivid ads for under-

taking services.  Despite the phenomenal work load with every minute 

budgeted, Brother Roland could always "make time."  His rapport with 

grammar school age boys continued when he joined the staff of St. Jo-

seph Grammar School in New Milford, New Jersey, in 1961.  Philately, 

which Brother Roland took up as a hobby at the suggestion of his reli-

gious superior, resulted in his filling sixty-four albums, about 350,000 

stamps. 
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J A N U A R Y   6 

 

 

BROTHER BENIGNUS  (William L. Miller) 

Born:  St. John's, Newfoundland, January 25, 1895 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, January 6, 1965 

 

Brother Benignus received the habit on St. Joseph Day in 1915 when he 

was twenty years old.  All but two of his first twenty teaching years were 

spent in New England, first at St. Agnes Institute in Manchester, New 

Hampshire, and then at East Boston and the Working Boys' Home, 

where he was Director during the second of his two assignments there.  

In between the two stays at Newton, he was Superior for one year at St. 

Joseph's in Bardstown.  Brother Benignus was always the dedicated stu-

dent; his concentration was in foreign languages.  Boston College con-

ferred upon him an AB degree in 1929 and an MA degree in 1933.  Dur-

ing the 1935-36 school year, Brother Benignus was stationed at 

Xaverian College where he served as procurator; he had also held this 

post at the Working Boys' Home.  The primary difference between the 

two assignments was a financial one, the scholasticate having but $1000 

a month to feed and support almost ninety people.  In the first part of the 

month, the meals were normal, which meant they cost money, but during 

the last two weeks after the money had been spent, there was a preva-

lence of potato soup and pumpkin jelly.  After one year at the College, 

Brother Benignus became the Prefect of Studies at St. Xavier's in Louis-

ville.  Nine years at St. Francis Academy in Utica, three as Principal, fol-

lowed.  While stationed at St. Michael's in Brooklyn, Brother Benignus 

received word that he had been elected fourth assistant to the Superior 

General.  During his years in Rome, he studied at the Gregorian School 

and was awarded a licentiate in Canon Law in 1952 when he was fifty-

seven.  Returning to the States, he held teaching posts at Archbishop 

Stepinac in White Plains and Xaverian High in Brooklyn where he re-

mained until his death.  Hospitalized on the day set for his golden jubilee 

celebration, he died three weeks before his seventieth birthday.  On the 
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morning of the day he died, he received Holy Communion from a former 

student of his at St. Michael's. 

 

 

BROTHER PANCRAS  (Bernard M. Minghini) 

Born:  Martinsburg, West Virginia, November 15, 1897 

Died:  Signal Mountain, Tennessee, January 6, 1973 

 

Brother Pancras, identical twin of Brother Felician (November 26), 

taught for almost fifty years in one or other of our elementary schools.  

He died in his seventy-sixth year in the Congregation at the Alexian 

Brothers' Rest Home, Signal Mountain, Tennessee, where he had spent 

his last years. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   7 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD (John Prescott) 

Born:  Wheelton, Lancashire, England, May 4, 1870 

Died:  London, England, January 7, 1937 

 

Brother Edward went straight from the Xaverian school in Preston, 

where he was one of Brother Cuthbert's pupils, to the novitiate at May-

field.  He was in his sixteenth year.  Four years later, on June 20, 1889, 

he received the habit.  His first assignment was Hammersmith.  He 

showed special skills as a maker of habits.  From Hammersmith, Brother 

Edward, always addressed as "Teddy," went to Clapham where, except 

for minor temporary sojourns, he spent the rest of his life.  He did make 

habits at Deeping St. James for a time.  With the permission of Brother 

Paul, the Superior General, Brother Edward visited his relatives in the 

United States, and he never grew tired of reliving the hospitality he en-

joyed during the visit.  Brother Edward died of peritonitis at St. James 

Hospital in Balham, London.  At his funeral in Mayfield, Brother Paul 
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remarked, "He had the soul of a child." 

 

J A N U A R Y   8 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN  (James Quill) 

Born:  County Cork, Ireland, October 1, 1846 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 8, 1871 

 

Entering on October 1, 1861, in his fifteenth year, Irish-born James Quill 

endured all the inconveniences of the ramshackle house on Green Street, 

Louisville.  He became Brother John on New Year's Day, 1863.  When 

he made his profession on December 26, 1866, the community had 

moved to Fourth Street, Brother Paul Van Gerwen had gone to Balti-

more to make a beginning at St. Mary's Industrial School, and Brother 

Peter Klyberg, one of the 1854 pioneers, had come over from Bruges to 

take charge.  Brother John taught at St. Patrick's and at the Cathedral 

School, adjacent to the Fourth Street house, and then he was sent to Bal-

timore in the hope that a change in climate would help his tubercular 

condition.  He was only twenty-four when he died at St. Mary's. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 81. 

 

 

BROTHER CASSIAN  (Cornelius Weinand) 

Born:  Romersheim, Germany, November 9, 1868 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 8, 1951 

 

Brother Cassian entered in 1898 back in the days of Brother Alexius.  

He lived through all the changes of the next fifty-three years.  Basically, 

he remained unchanged.  His geniality in community, even in his illness, 

made him a general favorite.  His resignation and patience in his final 

trial were a source of edification. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   8  
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BROTHER COLUMBA (James Anthony Wallace) 

Born: Londonderry, Donegal, Ireland, April 1, 1907 

Died: Crowborough, England, January 8, 1997 

 

Born desperately poor, a Protestant in a Catholic part of Ireland, James 

Wallace was brought up by his grandmother.  He left school at 13,  pre-

ferring to be outdoors in the country working on the farm and in the 

fields with the animals.  He thus learned a lot about nature and retained 

throughout his life a deep-rooted love, knowledge  and appreciation of 

plants, animals  and birds.  Eventually he, with other young men of the 

area, emigrated to London where he went into service as a gentleman’s 

gentleman in a succession of households and establishments including 

the Turkish Embassy.  Since most of his companions from Donegal were 

Catholics, he was converted and became a very fervent and even pugna-

cious Catholic concerned to bring others to his newly found faith.    Very 

soon he felt the call to religious life, and on New Year’s Day, 1931 en-

tered the Xaverian novitiate at Deeping St. James, taking the name Co-

lumba.  It was an appropriate choice since St. Columba was a native of 

Donegal who, as a missionary monk, left his native Ireland to preach the 

gospel in Scotland and who was also renowned for his love of birds and 

animals. 

 

Shortly after receiving the habit, the cook at Deeping, Brother Basil 

(December 28) became seriously ill and Brother Columba was asked to 

take over, and did so well that he remained in the kitchen for the rest of 

his working life.  During this time he served in most of the brothers’ 

communities in England: Deeping, Foxhunt, Mayfield, Brighton, Man-

chester, Clapham, Bestbeech St. Mary and finally Bradley House where 

he was cook from 1971 to 1977, after which he retired from active life.   

In these communities he cooked three meals a day seven days a week for 

the brothers.  In some places he was also responsible for school meals 

for the boys.  His was a hard life which could be thankless at times — 

taken for granted when things were good, complained about when they 
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were not.  Remembering no doubt his own hard beginnings and early 

experience of hunger, he would save tidbits and treats for those boys or 

young brothers whom he thought looked in need of extra nourishment.  

 

But a brother’s life is more than the work he does.  There is a routine 

and spirit of prayer, of trying to live more consciously in the presence of 

God.  Because of his duties, Columba could not always be present at 

community prayer.  He would often be found in the kitchen fingering 

and praying his rosary.  His well-thumbed copy of the old Xaverian 

Manual of Prayer was testimony to his faithfulness to a living rhythm of 

prayer in spite of obstacles.   Such a way of life and of prayer eventually 

led to a deep acceptance of God’s will for him in his last months.  In the 

nursing home just before his death, he said, “If God had wanted me to be 

a surgeon or someone clever, he would have arranged things different-

ly.”  Pointing upwards he added, “He knows best.”  When the time came 

on January 8, 1997 he was at peace and ready to go.  After a funeral 

Mass in the Mayfield chapel, he was buried with so many of his con-

frères in the brothers’ cemetery there. 

 

J A N U A R Y   9 

 

 

BROTHER LLOYD  (Patrick H. Hines) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 15, 1919 

Died:  The Bronx, New York, January 9, 1955 

 

Brother Lloyd, a graduate of St. Xavier's, entered in 1939.  He taught 

briefly at Bangor and for two years at Holy Cross, Brooklyn.  He did 

most of his teaching at Cardinal Hayes High School in the Bronx, New 

York.  He received his bachelor's degree from St. John's University and 

his master's degree from Columbia.  The death of Brother Lloyd at St. 

Francis Hospital came as a shock to the entire American Province.  He 

was only thirty-five.  Although he had been in the hospital under obser-

vation for a week, he was regarded as fit for discharge when a ruptured 

aorta caused his death quickly.  In his passing we lost a model of reli-
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gious observance.  His remains were taken to Louisville to be interred in 

our lot at St. Louis Cemetery. 

 

 

BROTHER GONZAGA  (Vincent J. Roth) 

Born:  Wheeling, West Virginia, November 28, 1882 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 9, 1969 

 

Brother Gonzaga died in his eighty-seventh year, his seventieth in the 

Congregation.  In his long career he taught at a dozen Xaverian schools:  

Somerville, Massachusetts, where he left a lasting impression; Holy 

Cross in Brooklyn; Mt. St. Joseph's; St. Mary's High School in Clarks-

burg, West Virginia, where he was Superior and Principal; and our three 

missions in Kentucky--St. Xavier's, Flaget, and Bardstown.  Retiring in 

1949, he lived at St. Xavier where he was much appreciated for his kind-

ly humor and his willingness to assist in any way he could. 

 

 

BROTHER PRUDENT  (Prudent De Love) 

Born:  Moerkerke, West Flanders, Belgium, April 27, 1921 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 9, 1982 

 

Prudent De Love's first contact with the Brothers came in his home town 

of Moerkerke, where the Xaverians operated St. John Berchmans 

Juniorate, actually a boarding school that also accepted day students.  

Feeling an attraction to the community, he was accepted as a formal as-

pirant in 1938, and it was agreed that he would not engage in elaborate 

formal studies; instead, he would be trained for gardening, at that time a 

most useful occupation because of the large properties owned by the 

Brothers.  He had only one assignment, Sint-Michiels, and while he was 

stationed there he endured the Allied bombings of May, 1944, which 

killed scores of townspeople.  Being loquacious and jovial by nature, 

Brother Prudent surprised his confreres when, in the early 1970's, he be-

gan to experience periods of silence, depression, and anxiety about the 

farms.  Gradually the intervals between these periods became shorter, 
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and for the last few years he was a patient at the St. Francis Xavier Clin-

ic for most of the time.  Hospitalized for phlebitis, Brother Prudent suc-

cumbed to post-operative complications after forty-four years of simple, 

devoted, and unfailing service. 

 

J A N U A R Y   9  

 

 

BROTHER BERNARD STARKEY (Brother Pastor) 

Born: Richmond, Virginia, June 7, 1911 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, January 9, 1996 

 

Young Bernard Starkey first met the Xaverian Brothers as a third grader 

at Cathedral School, Richmond, Virginia.  He remained in that school 

until January, 1923 when after his mother’s death, he was sent to com-

plete his elementary and high school education as a boarding student at 

Leonard Hall School in Leonardtown, Maryland.  In 1929, he entered 

the Sacred Heart Novitiate, taking the name Pastor,  a name that would 

characterize his relationships with both students and brothers during his 

sixty-eight years as a Xaverian.  

 

In 1931-1934, he was a member of the second class of young brothers 

assigned for full time study at Catholic University, residing at the newly 

purchased Xaverian College in Silver Spring, Maryland.  After two short 

assignments at Malden and Bangor, he was sent to St. Xavier’s for nine 

years to teach mathematics and biology, his major subject.  Following 

six more years at St. John’s Prep where he added chemistry to his teach-

ing subjects, Brother Pastor was assigned to Xaverian College as teacher 

of scholastics from 1951-1953.  He then began his career as superior and 

administrator, first at Cardinal Hayes High School and then at Mount St. 

Joseph, followed by three years as provincial assistant, and five years as 

provincial.  In 1968, he was the first brother to be made provincial by 

election by the members of  the province. 
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In August of 1970, at a special provincial chapter, during which a new 

form of provincial government was being considered, he resigned as 

provincial in order to give the chapter full freedom to create the new 

government without the upheaval of a new provincial election a year lat-

er.  

 

For the next ten years, Brother Bernard Starkey returned to teaching and 

counseling at Wheaton.  In 1980-1981, he returned to his native city and 

enrolled in a program on the study of aging at Virginia Commonwealth 

University.  Here he prepared for his next career as founder and first di-

rector of Ryken House in Louisville.  In this position,  he directed the 

physical improvements to the community residence and purchased fur-

nishings and other incidentals needed for the renovated facility.  In 1984, 

he retired to Florida where he worked as a volunteer in various minis-

tries, including hospice work in Palm Beach County.  When illness over-

took him, he returned to Ryken House where he died at the age of 

eighty-four. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   10  

 

 

BROTHER FERDINAND TYLLEMAN 
Born: Knokke, Belgium, June 8, 1928 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, January 10, 1994 

 

Born in the Belgian seaside resort Knokke, Brother Ferdinand received 

all his primary and secondary education in Xaverian schools: first at St. 

Bernard’s Institute in Knokke and later at St. Francis Xavier’s Institute 

in Bruges.  An excellent soccer player as a student,  he went on as a 

brother to be a coach or a “stimulus” for soccer, tennis, swimming, track 

and for a new sport, “krachtbal” or “power ball,” a game invented by the 

gym teacher in Bruges.  Brother Ferdinand became a fervent protagonist 

of the new sport and would be instrumental in introducing the game in 
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England and in the United States with the help of Brother Talbot (March 

2). 

 

Brother Ferdinand entered the Xaverian novitiate on August 30, 1949 

and  earned his degree as a junior secondary school teacher at the de La 

Salle St. Thomas Institute in Brussels in the summer of 1953.  His first 

assignment was to his home school of Knokke, but then in 1958 he 

moved to Bruges where he was to remain for thirty years until his re-

tirement in 1988.  A strict but dedicated teacher of Dutch and English, 

he was the organizer for twenty-three years of trips to England during 

the Easter holidays.  He believed deeply in the value of travel for the 

broadening of his own cultural background as well as that of his stu-

dents.  Yet, when he volunteered for a year’s teaching at Mayfield in 

1972, he was so stricken  with nostalgia for Bruges, he returned there af-

ter only a few months. 

 

His love for Bruges with its historical monuments  and cultural treasures 

was such that he managed to become a registered tour guide in the city.  

He exercised this office during school holidays, and after retirement he 

intended to continue, but a heart attack in 1991 followed by lung cancer 

interfered with his plans.  On January 10, 1994 a final heart attack took 

him in his sleep.   

 

A man of principle, at times given to exaggeration, Brother Ferdinand 

was sometimes a difficult man to live with.  Yet his ‘firmness’ was a 

kind of mask for his innate goodness and kindness which he was afraid 

to manifest as weakness.  His surgery, however, changed him; he sud-

denly became able to express his gratitude  and  appreciation to all who 

were good to him: doctors, nurses, chaplains, visitors, relatives, con-

frères and even superiors.  He was his real self at last.  He is buried in 

the community plot of the cemetery at Steenbrugge. 
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BROTHER DONATIANUS  (Aloysius De Rijcke) 

Born:  Woesten, Belgium, November 29, 1857 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 11, 1912 

 

Brother Donatianus, who entered in 1877, a few weeks before his twen-

tieth birthday, received the habit on May 1, 1878, and made his profes-

sion on September 8, 1881.  Very little is known about him except that 

in his later years he was in charge of the linen room at the Institute, and 

that because of his iron will and strict adherence to regimen, he carried 

on for a quarter of a century after he was pronounced tubercular.  He 

died in his fifty-fifth year. 

 

 

BROTHER EMMANUEL  (Adam J. Antol) 

Born:  Hungary, May 4, 1895 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 11, 1974 

 

Brother Emmanuel died at St. Agnes Hospital of arterio-sclerosis, pul-

monary insufficiency.  He would have celebrated his diamond jubilee 

the following September.  His teaching days covered some fifty years.  

Oratory and debating were his favorite extra-curricular activities, and he 

had considerable success.  His life was marked by reserve and austerity. 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER HUGH  (John J. Coomes) 

Born:  Hardinsburg, Kentucky, November 28, 1870 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 12, 1949 

 

Brother Hugh was a tall, gaunt, and leathery Kentuckian, stooped like 

someone who had stayed alive by keeping his eyes glued to the trail.  
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When deafness forced him out of the classroom, he kept himself busy at 

one or other of our institutions where he fixed, repaired, and mended.  

City-bred Brothers shivered when they found out that Brother Hugh 

slept with a box of dynamite placed under his bed for safe-keeping.  For 

many years he was a revered figure to the novices at Old Point Comfort, 

Virginia. 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 3 

 

 

BROTHER HAROLD M. BOYLE (Brother Climacus) 

Born:  Utica, New York, January 13, 1916 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, January 13, 1993 

 

Brother Harold Boyle was born in Utica, NY, on January 13, 1916. He 

entered the Congregation at the age of 16 in September, 1932, having 

graduated from Assumption Academy the previous June. He completed 

novitiate and made first profession on August 15, 1934.  Following pro-

fession he entered Catholic University from which in 1938 he received a 

bachelor's degree in physics and mathematics. In 1950 he received his 

master's degree from the same university. 

 

Brother Harold's career as a teacher was short lived. He began as a class-

room teacher at St. Xavier's in Louisville in 1938, but from 1942 until 

1948 he served as prefect of studies there. His appointment as prefect 

began a period of service in administration that lasted until 1981, when 

he completed a term as provincial of the St. Joseph Province. It is a 

measure of the esteem in which he was held that during those years 

Brother Harold held every administrative post within the power of the 

Brothers to entrust to him. 

 

In 1948 he was named headmaster of Keith Academy in Lowell, Massa-

chusetts. In 1955 he was assigned to the faculty at Xaverian College in 

Silver Spring, Maryland, and from 1956-1960 served as president of that 

institution. With the split of the American Province in 1960 he was 
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named headmaster of St. John's Preparatory School in Danvers, Massa-

chusetts. 

 

At the general chapter of 1965, he was elected vicar general of the Con-

gregation,  assistant to Superior General Brother Thomas More Page. 

Six years later in 1971, he was elected to succeed Brother Thomas More 

as superior general. On the completion of his term, he returned to the St. 

Joseph Province during the summer of 1977 and spent a year in the 

Malden Catholic community until his election to the office of provincial 

in 1978 took him to Milton. 

 

Three years later, after 39 years in administration, Harold declined to al-

low his name to be placed in nomination for a second term as provincial. 

Had he been nominated, he would probably have been elected, but few if 

any begrudged him his wish to return to Rome and work in relative 

peace and tranquility as congregational archivist. In that position he 

oversaw the move of the archives to the Twickenham generalate, where 

he continued his work of organizing the archives with the same meticu-

lous care he gave to any task he undertook. 

 

In July 1992 ill-health forced his retirement as archivist and his return to 

the United States. At that time everything in his charge had been accom-

plished, all files and records were up to date. Palliative surgery gave him 

several relatively good months at Xaverian House in Danvers, but then 

the cancer which had occasioned his departure from England manifested 

itself again. 

 

Harold died at Salem Hospital on January 13, 1993, his 77th birthday. 

His brother, Robert Boyle, SJ, was the principal celebrant at the funeral 

Mass celebrated in the St. John's Preparatory School chapel on January 

18. Also present was their sister, Sister Ann Xavier, CSJ. After the Mass 

Brother Harold was buried in the community cemetery on the Prep 

grounds. 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 3 
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BROTHER ANDRÉ SHINE (Hudson Timothy Shine) 

Born: Lawrence, Massachusetts, July 28, 1915 

Died: Middletown, Connecticut, January 13, 1998 

 

During his sixty-three years as a Xaverian Brother, Andre Shine had 

more than twenty-one assignments to schools including Louisville, 

Leonardtown, Baltimore, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Bronx,  White Plains, 

Utica, Worcester, Shrewsbury, Danvers and Mission Hills.  In addition 

to the teaching of mathematics, mechanical drawing, and business sub-

jects, coaching track, and moderating extracurricular activities, Andre 

was also part of a much admired and elite corps of talented  Xaverians 

led  by Brothers Leo Morrissey (May 13) and Fabian Dolan (August 26), 

who, during the 50's and 60's teamed up in a number of  building, and 

renovating projects throughout the American Province.  

 

During André’s years at Middletown, he continued to be useful in the 

business office and development office at Xavier High School.  And 

even in the final two years,  when the ravages of cancer were weakening 

and tiring him, he continued to maintain a regular schedule of communi-

ty exercises and other activities that kept him in touch with the commu-

nity even in a wheel chair.  The unabridged edition of Webster’s diction-

ary offers this definition of a peripatetic: “one who teaches while mov-

ing about.”  In the final months of his life, Brother Andre taught the 

brothers’ community at Xavier and others who may have visited him a 

great deal about the dignity that one can find in suffering and death. 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER GREGORY  (John Riney) 

Born:  Samuels, Kentucky, December 10, 1860 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 14, 1888 
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Brother Gregory, one of the quartet from Samuels in Nelson County, 

Kentucky, who arrived at Mt. St. Joseph's on July 28, 1880, died a 

month after his twenty-seventh birthday.  His two cousins who had en-

tered with him, Brother Celestine Gates (December 6) and Brother Igna-

tius Gates (January 3), had preceded him to St. Louis Cemetery in Lou-

isville.  The one survivor, the big and brawny Brother Pius Summers, 

did not die until October 13, 1933.  Brother Gregory, whose entire teach-

ing career was spent in Louisville, was with us for eight years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 203. 

 

 

BROTHER DIDYMUS  (James Cahill) 

Born:  West Medway, Massachusetts, June 23, 1873 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 14, 1902 

 

Brother Didymus entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's, Baltimore, 

and spent the four years of his religious life there.  As his employment in 

the kitchen prevented his being present at some of the community reli-

gious exercises, he was a source of edification as he spent his free time 

making up his prayers.  He died in his twenty-ninth year. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 292. 

 

 

BROTHER BRUNO  (James J. McCleary) 

Born:  New York City, New York, July 6, 1882 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, January 14, 1944 

 

Brother Bruno was a Xaverian for forty years.  Most of his teaching was 

done in Somerville, Massachusetts, and Brooklyn, New York, nine years 

in the former and twenty years in the latter.  At St. Joseph's in Somer-

ville, he symbolized "Xaverian Brother" as much as Brother Fabian 

(March 13).  In Brooklyn he was not so conspicuously the front man.  

As a native New Yorker and a well-informed one, he was always the 

willing guide for any visiting Brother who had occasion to stop in 

Brooklyn.  A compulsive obsession for ice cream was one of his most 
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distinguishing characteristics.  Brother Bruno died in his sixty-second 

year. 

 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER PETER  (John Pointon) 

Born:  Manchester, England, January 31, 1914 

Died:  Manchester, England, January 14, 1986 

 

Raised in India where his father was a civil servant, Brother Peter, an 

Englishman to his fingertips, was the last gasp of the British Raj.  Enter-

ing in 1932, he was missioned to Mayfield in 1937 where he taught Eng-

lish and geography.  In his five years there he became identified by three 

outstanding qualities:  integrity, a deep spirituality, and a remarkable 

presence in the classroom.  He was both admired and envied for a class-

room style which was uniquely his.  After receiving his Bachelor's de-

gree from Manchester University, Brother Peter taught at Manchester 

until 1952 when he became the Headmaster at Clapham.  Remaining at 

Clapham until 1970 when the Brothers left London, he worked zealously 

to develop the school.  He stimulated fresh enthusiasm throughout the 

various departments of the school, even in the athletic department to 

which he was not naturally drawn.  He was most proud of the college's 

superb Dramatic Society.  Throughout all this activity, Brother Peter led 

without seeming to lead, maintained contact with all the students, and 

was respected by all.  This attitude was reflected among the members of 

the Old Boys' Association who held him in great esteem.  In the early 

1960's, Brother Peter did a brief stint at St. John's High School in 

Shrewsbury where he delighted the students and the Brothers.  After the 

Brothers withdrew from Clapham, he continued to teach at Manchester 

until retiring in 1976.  During the last years of his life, Brother Peter 

lived with his sister who would have been otherwise alone and visited 
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the Brothers at Manchester regularly. 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER ALEXIUS  (Matthias Keating) 

Born:  Rockchapel, County Cork, Ireland, May 5, 1880 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 15, 1948 

 

Brother Alexius, nephew of Brother Provincial Dominic (September 14) 

and Brother Lawrence (December 12), came to Baltimore from Ireland 

when he was fourteen and entered the novitiate nine years later.  His first 

teaching assignment was at St. John's on Temple Street in Worcester 

from 1906 to 1914.  Subsequently he taught at several other schools, in-

cluding three in Brooklyn:  Holy Name, Holy Cross, and St. Matthew's.  

He spent more than half of his religious life, forty-five years, in Balti-

more:  1918 to 1924 as Director of St. Patrick's School and 1930 until 

his death in 1948 at Mt. St. Joseph's.  Although he was a competent, 

hard-working member of the American Province, he remained an incur-

able romantic, longing for the smell of burning turf, the heft of a hurling 

stick, or one glimpse of the moon that hangs so low.  Death came to him 

suddenly as he was tidying up the school library. 

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH V. KANE  (Brother Conon) 

Born:  Beverly, Massachusetts, June 27, 1935 

Died:  Middletown, Connecticut, January 15, 1984 

 

The youngest of seven children, Brother Joseph first came in contact 

with the Xaverians when he enrolled as a freshman at St. John's Prep in 

1949.  After completing his preliminary religious training at Sacred 

Heart Novitiate, Old Point Comfort, and his undergraduate studies at 

Catholic University, he began his teaching career in 1960 at Cardinal 

Hayes High School in the Bronx.  During the next decade he combined 

the roles of teacher and student, taking courses in Spanish and Linguis-
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tics at Fordham University where he received his MA in 1965.  After 

two years at Notre Dame High School in Utica, Brother Joseph joined 

the faculty of Xavier High School where he would remain until his un-

timely death.  Although a proficient student of language and a master of 

his craft, his personal life was characterized by simplicity and directness.  

When X-rays taken in the fall of 1983 revealed terminal cancer of the 

pancreas, Brother Joseph said of his illness, "This is my last class.  I 

hope I make a good job of it."  Those who were close to him during his 

final months knew that his faith in God and his determination to be His 

good servant never wavered.  At the time of his death, Brother Joseph 

was forty-eight years of age and had been a Xaverian for thirty years. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER MORE MUNROE (James Francis Munroe) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, December 3, 1927 

Died: Utica, New York, January 15, 1998 

 

James Munroe’s first connection with the Xaverian Brothers was when 

he began his elementary education at St. Matthew’s in Brooklyn.  Alt-

hough this connection was broken when his family relocated to Ver-

mont, his interest in the brothers persisted.  His high school years were 

spent with the brothers at St. Joseph’s Juniorate in Peabody.  Entering 

the brothers on February 15, 1945, James chose the name Brother More 

after the English saint, St. Thomas More.   His education at Catholic 

University was interrupted by the need for a chemistry teacher at Keith 

Academy in Lowell, and his Bachelor’s Degree in chemistry was even-

tually earned at Fordham University in New York. 

 

More’s skill as a teacher of science and mathematics was shared with 

students at Flaget High School, Louisville, Malden Catholic High 

School, Mount St. Joseph’s High School, Mission High School in Rox-

bury and Notre Dame High School in Utica, New York.  It was in Utica 
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that Brother More moved into an administrative position as assistant 

principal in 1965.  In 1968 he became principal of Notre Dame.   In the 

fall of 1976, More moved to St. John’s in Shrewsbury where he served 

as Dean of Studies as well as teacher of mathematics and chemistry and 

administrator of computer services. 

 

During Brother More’s last twelve years, good health was not an ally.  

Diagnosed in 1982 in need of heart by-pass surgery, he emerged from 

this procedure and was on his feet in a short time.  Later arthritis denied 

him mobility (especially on the golf course) and he was ready for hip 

surgery when he found himself once again in need of another coronary 

by-pass.   

 

In January, 1998, More was invited back to Notre Dame in Utica where 

the “Brother More Athletics Hall of Fame” was being inaugurated, and 

he was to be the first inductee.  After expressing his appreciation to the 

audience, he suddenly collapsed and was found dead on arrival at St. 

Elizabeth’s Medical Center.   

 

This kind and generous man, gruff on the surface, was dearly loved by 

all who worked with him.   It was his many expressions of kindness and 

thoughtfulness over the years that endeared him with his students, his 

brothers and his colleagues. 
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BROTHER LEO GILLIS (Brother Wenceslaus) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts March 31, 1936 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, January 15, 2014 

 

Leo Gillis was born in Somerville, Massachusetts,  on March 31, 1936.  

After graduating from St. Joseph Grammar School, he spent a year at the 

Juniorate, but had to leave because of sickness. He later graduated from 

Malden Catholic High School and entered the Congregation in Septem-

ber 1953, receiving the name,  Brother Wenceslaus.  

 

As a young brother, Leo gained his expertise as a teacher during his time 

in our various elementary schools. He had two tours of duty at Leonard 

Hall and also taught at Holy Name and Saint Teresa's as well as at Naza-

reth High School in Brooklyn. While in Brooklyn, he earned his bache-

lor's degree from Saint John's University, as many brothers of that time 

did, attending classes  after school in the evening and on Saturdays.  Af-

ter the withdrawal of the brothers from Leonard Hall School, he re-

mained there for a few years, but eventually returned to teach at his alma 

mater in Malden.   While there, he earned his Master’s Degree from Sa-

lem State University becoming certified in library science and educa-

tional technology.  Leo spent the next several years as librarian at 

Malden Catholic, and retired from that position in 2003.  

 

Among the qualities that make Leo stand out from the crowd are his 

humility, his down to earth manner, his humor and faithfulness to our 

vocation. In his last year, Leo's long-suffering, patience, gratitude and 

faith in God have been an inspiration for many. Toward the end, when 

his brothers were visiting him, he simply asked for his rosary. Once he 

had the rosary in his hand, a sense of peace came over him. He died 

peacefully at Kaplan Hospice Center in Danvers where he had been 

moved about a week before his death. 
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BROTHER JOSEPH  (Michael Sullivan) 

Born:  Kanturk, County Cork, Ireland, September 27, 1832 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 16, 1904 

 

A widower with no children, Brother Joseph worked as a book-keeper 

for a mercantile firm and as a procurator for the Louisville and Nashville 

Railroad before, in his twenty-ninth year, he joined us on St. Joseph Day 

in 1861.  On April 1, 1861, just twelve days prior to the outbreak of the 

War Between the States, he became the first to receive the habit of the 

Xaverian Brothers in America.  He made his profession on August 15, 

1863, probably into the hands of Brother Vincent, the second Superior 

General, who was in Louisville at the time.  After teaching for a number 

of years in Louisville, he was appointed Assistant to Brother Stephen, 

the Master of Novices.  In 1872 he was chosen to open the mission of St. 

Patrick's in Baltimore.  Ten years later he was in Lowell, dealing with 

that city's tough boys in the superlative, as founding Principal of St. Pat-

rick's.  Returning to Baltimore the following year, he served the next 

twenty-one years as Superior of Mt. St. Joseph's College, a position he 

held until his death.  At the same time, he was also fulfilling the duties 

of Novice Master.  Weakened by pneumonia, he died in early 1904,  For 

years after his passing, he was always referred to as "good old Brother 

Joseph." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 257. 

BROTHER ALOYSIUS  (Albert Christiaens) 

Born:  St. Kruis, Belgium, August 28, 1915 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 16, 1937 

 

Brother Aloysius, born during World War I, entered the Congregation in 

his eighteenth year on February 2, 1933, and received the habit the fol-

lowing September 8th.  During his second year at the novitiate house in 

Tourhout, when medical tests indicated that he was tubercular, he was 
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assigned to Sint Michiels.  His decline was steady, and he died in his 

twenty-second year, four days after his profession, worthy in every way 

of his heavenly patron. 
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BROTHER RONALD (John J. Donovan) 

Born: Boston, Massachusetts, May 20, 1929 

Died: Norwood, Massachusetts, January 16, 2000 

 

Born of Irish immigrant parents and bred in Dorchester, a strong Irish 

enclave of Boston, John Donovan attended Mission High School in 

Roxbury, where he fell under the tutelage of Brother Augustus Moriarty 

whom he greatly admired.  He entered the novitiate in September of 

1949, receiving the religious name Ronald. 

 

In the grammar and high schools classrooms where he labored, his im-

posing presence and commanding voice gave him the aura of a stern 

taskmaster.  Beyond the schoolroom walls, however, he established and 

maintained deep, long-lasting friendships with many of his students. 

 

In his various assignments Ronald directed and produced minstrel 

shows, ran bookstores and served as athletic director.  For a time he was 

the principal of St. Edward’s School, Brockton, and a pastoral associate 

at Holy Family Parish, Rockland.  He spent his retirement years assisting 

his local community as house treasurer and tutoring inmates in English 

at a nearby prison. 

 

An ardent churchman keenly interested in all things ecclesiastical, 

Ronald loved nothing better than to discuss new clergy assignments, the 

activities of local diocesan nuns, or interesting news items garnered from 

diocesan newspapers. 

 

He carried on an enduring love affair with Ireland, maintaining a life-

long correspondence with his numerous Irish relatives.  For many years 

he proudly served as chaplain to the Malden Irish American Association.  

No Sunday was complete without his attendance at the weekly meeting 
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of the Irish Social Club in West Roxbury where he was often coaxed in-

to singing “Ave Maria” or “It’s A Great Day for the Irish.”    

 

His final years were marred by great physical suffering caused by a vari-

ety of serious ailments.  Confined to a nursing home for over a year, he 

gradually grew weaker and finally went to be with Christ forever on 

January 16, 2000. 
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BROTHER BENEDICT  (Thomas Porter) 

Born:  Loretto, Kentucky, February 24, 1868 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 17, 1900 

 

Brother Benedict entered the Congregation when he was seventeen.  He 

died five weeks before his thirty-second birthday.  His was the first 

death in the American Province in a five-year span.  Brother Benedict 

was never used as a teacher but labored effectively on the farms of Mt. 

St. Joseph's and Old Point Comfort, newly-acquired in 1897.  In both 

places fidelity and his name were synonymous.  Despite his life in the 

open, tuberculosis developed, and he was obliged to give up active la-

bor.  Inactive in bed, he had hopes of getting well, and it was pathetic to 

hear him request that his shoes be sent to the cobbler as he would need 

them "next week." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 210. 

 

BROTHER JUDE  (John O'Sullivan) 

Born:  Franklin, Massachusetts, January 24, 1897 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 17, 1929 

 

Brother Jude died a week before his thirty-second birthday after having 

spent thirteen years in religious life.  Frail of constitution but hardy, he 

might have withstood the attack of pneumonia had not valvular heart 

trouble been his for years.  His first assignment had been Norfolk.  In 

1919, while stationed at Newport News, he had to give up teaching be-

cause of his weak heart.  Five years of light duty at the Working Boys' 

Home in Newton Highlands were followed by a year each at the 

juniorate in Peabody and St. John's in Worcester.  In 1926 he was sent to 

St. Mary's Industrial School where his knowledge of automobiles made 

him valuable in the auto repair shop.  Like the good religious he was, he 

met death unafraid.  He bade his mother and brother goodbye as if he 

were going to be absent for the day. 
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MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 495-496. 

  

 

BROTHER ALBERT  (Marcel Rollez) 

Born:  Staden, West Flanders, Belgium. April 21, 1899 

Died:  Heist, Belgium, January 17, 1965 

 

Brother Albert dropped dead just after the reading of the Epistle at Sun-

day High Mass in the parish church at Heist.  He had suffered from a 

heart condition for several years and had been allowed to set his own 

program.  On this Sunday he felt fine when he left the house.  In his for-

ty-six years in the Congregation, Brother Albert had two assignments--

sixteen years in Bruges and thirty years in Heist.  He taught in the ele-

mentary section with excellent results. 
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BROTHER ALBERT DEVOS  (Brother Gerard) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, December 6, 1916 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 17, 1991 

 

Brother Albert entered the Novitiate in Torhout in 1932 and afterwards 

attended the diocesan normal school for primary teachers in the same 

city where he concentrated in French and history, graduating with aca-

demic distinction in 1937.  For two brief periods in his early teaching ca-

reer (1937 and 1939), he was "mobilized" in the war effort in the special 

unit of infirmarians and stretcher-bearers.   Brother Albert taught at the 

Institute in Bruges and after further personal study moved up to the jun-

ior high level (1957) and taught at St. Bernard's in Knokke and St. Jo-

seph's in Heist--in each place exhibiting a special dedication to the poor-

er students. While teaching, he acquired a library degree and served as 

school and community librarian at every subsequent mission.  After 

school he was very active as a soccer coach.  In his retirement Brother 

Albert served as Superior at Knokke and Heist.  He had suffered for 

years from a painful skin disease, but by September, 1990 it was evident 

he had also developed heart disease.  On January 7, 1991, surgery was 

performed; he never regained consciousness.  A confrere said of Brother 

Albert at his death, "He was an intelligent and dedicated teacher.  A man 

who dearly loved his Congregation, was deeply pious, yet quite open for 

the renewal that manifested itself in the Church of his times, and often 

feeling frustrated by the lack of understanding for that renewal among 

his confreres.  His shyness or timidity caused him to make mistakes in 

his dealings with others or, as a Superior, made him too easy-going.  But 

the crowded Church of St. Anthony Abbot in Heist, where the funeral 

Mass was celebrated, gave evidence of the great esteem in which he was 

held by his numerous friends."  Brother Albert died at the age of seven-

ty-four; he had been a Xaverian for fifty-eight years. 
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BROTHER JOHN P.  DOHERTY (Brother Oliver) 

Born: Bronx, New York, March 11, 1938 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, January 17, 1998 

 

John P. Doherty was born in the Bronx, but later his family moved to 

Queens, and John graduated from William Cullen Bryant High School in 

Long Island City.  Entering the Xaverian Brothers in 1956, Brother Oli-

ver made his final profession in 1963 and later received his AB degree 

from St. Francis College in Brooklyn in 1968. 

 

All of John’s teaching career was spent in Brooklyn, mostly on the 

grammar school circuit at Holy Cross and St. Teresa’s before he was as-

signed to Nazareth High School from 1969 to 1975.  He then taught at 

Holy Name for twelve years, the remainder of his teaching career. 

 

Brother John Doherty was considered a good teacher.  He was well read, 

being particularly interested in history, especially Irish history in which 

he was a master of trivia.  A heart attack in 1987 resulted in a form of 

disorientation that required abandoning the classroom at Holy Name.  

For some years he had been the last Xaverian Brother teaching there 

while residing at Xaverian High School. 

 

Eventually, John’s worsening condition resulted in his becoming a pa-

tient in various institutions until he finally he entered Our Lady of Peace 

Hospital in Louisville.  It was there that he died at age fifty-nine.  After a 

funeral mass at St. Andrew the Apostle Church in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, 

he was buried in Resurrection Cemetery, Staten Island, N.Y. 

 

J A N U A R Y   1 7 

 

 



41 

BROTHER PHLIP DOUGHERTY (Brother Edward Daniel) 

Born: Baltimore, Maryland, September 26,1915 

Died:  Richmond, Virginia, January 17, 1998 

 

  After a brief bout with pneumonia, Brother Philip died on January 17, 

in the Diocese of Richmond at the age of 82. In 1976, Phil had been in-

vited by Bishop Walter Sullivan to start a training program for a lay di-

aconate. Typically, in two weeks' time Phil had analyzed the situation 

and convinced the bishop that what was needed in the diocese was not a 

lay diaconate but a program for the formation of lay ministers. And the 

formation of lay ministers for the church of Richmond became Phil's 

main work for the next twenty-two years. Over eight hundred of those 

whom he had inspired and formed joined with Bishop Sullivan to cele-

brate his funeral Mass in Richmond Cathedral. 

 

Although Phil had graduated from Mount St. Joseph in June 1933, he 

did not enter the novitiate until February 1936, attending first Loyola 

College in Baltimore. Upon completion of his AB degree at Catholic 

University in 1939, he spent six months at St. Mary's Industrial School. 

Then in February 1940 he began nine years of teaching math and phys-

ics at St. Francis, Utica, followed by another eight years at St. Michael's, 

Brooklyn. In 1958 he was made Director of Studies at St. John's, Dan-

vers. In 1960 he was appointed principal-superior of St. Xavier’s in  

Louisville.  Phil's career as a teacher and educator had been eminently 

successful: quiet, gentle, of few but carefully chosen words, he had great 

analytical powers. Of simple tastes and few needs, he lived in thinking, 

analyzing the present, and envisioning the future. 

 

Phil was elected as a general councilor/general secretary and served in 

Rome from 1965-1969, the vital years immediately following Vatican 

Council II. In 1970 he was chosen provincial of the American Central 

Province. For six years his message to his Brothers by both word and 

example was that theirs is the cal1 of Abraham: to rise in trust and walk 

the unknown path with the Lord into a new age - to become Church in 

new ways. 
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Phil was embued with the spirit of Vatican II. He taught constantly that 

its most important message was contained in Gaudium et Spes, nos. 4-5. 

He was absolutely convinced that the world was witnessing the greatest 

period of change that the human race has ever seen, and that the role of 

the brothers was to help create and build that new world - to become 

Church in new ways. As provincial he opened new doors for the brothers 

- the Adrian programs, sabbaticals, new ministries, new styles and ways 

of living, new partnerships. Though his term as provincial ended in 

1976, the brothers continued to recognize his gifts by electing him to the 

provincial council each term from 1985 to 1997. A second funeral Mass 

celebrating Phil's life and death, attended by members of his family and 

his Xaverian Brothers, was held in the chapel of Mount St. Joseph, and 

Phil was then buried in the Brothers' cemetery in Baltimore. 
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BROTHER HENRY  (James J. Savage) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 25, 1913 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 18, 1969 

 

Brother Henry died unexpectedly on the night of January 18th.  He was 

fifty-five and had been a Xaverian for thirty-eight years.  Entering short-

ly after his graduation from St. Xavier's, he received his Bachelor's de-

gree at Catholic University and his Master's degree from Fordham Uni-

versity in the Bronx.  Always a serious student, Brother Henry was a jo-

vial and enlightened teacher, striving to adapt and to use the latest tech-

niques.  In community he was a joy to have around. 
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BROTHER CELESTINUS  (Amandus Van den Berghe) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, September 4, 1842 

Died:  Houthulst, Belgium, January 19, 1909 

 

Brother Celestinus belongs to the days of the transition.  Accepted by the 

Founder, he received the habit from him on Xavier Day in 1859.  In the 

following year he was one of the ten admitted to profession on August 

25th by Brother Vincent.  In the listing of the delegates to the First Gen-

eral Chapter in 1869, Brother Celestinus was identified as a "teacher in 

the boarding school in Bruges." 

 

 

BROTHER NELSON  (Joseph F. Conley) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, December 16, 1913 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, January 19, 1976 

 

A graduate of St. Patrick's Parochial School in the "Acre" and St. Jo-

seph's Juniorate in Peabody, Brother Nelson--"Nelly" to his familials--

received the habit on August 15, 1931.  He studied at Catholic Universi-

ty in Washington and went on to obtain his MA degree from St. John's 

University in Brooklyn.  Brother Nelson was a member of the Congrega-

tion for forty-five years.  His teaching assignments took him to St. 

Michael's Diocesan High School and Holy Name School in Brooklyn, 

Our Lady of Good Counsel annex to Cardinal Hayes on 94th Street in 

Manhattan, Flaget High School in Louisville, and Malden Catholic.  But 

it is with St. Xavier in Louisville for seven years and St. John's in 

Worcester and Shrewsbury for eighteen years that his name will always 

be associated.  His coaching of the St. X "Kittens" as well as his "gink" 

vocabulary are part of Xaverian folklore.  Brother Nelson's field was 

Latin.  He didn't use a textbook; he compressed an entire forty-five mi-

nute lesson plan onto a 3x5 index card which he kept cupped in the palm 

of his hand.  While visiting his sister in Chelmsford, Massachusetts, for 
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the Christmas holidays, he suffered a heart attack.  He lingered on for 

four weeks at St. Joseph's Hospital in Lowell, where he died in his sixty-

third year. 

J A N U A R Y   2 0 

 

 

BROTHER GREGORY  (Frederick Koerber) 

Born:  Frickenhausen, Bavaria, March 22, 1875 

Died:  Sint-Michiels, Belgium, January 20, 1918 

 

Brother Gregory was the first of several candidates from the little village 

of Frickenhausen-am-Main.  He entered on Xavier Day in 1892 in his 

eighteenth year.  Brother Augustine (February 16) and Brother Boniface 

(April 13), who entered in Bruges and transferred to the United States, 

were his cousins.  At the outbreak of World War I, he spent some time in 

Sluis, Holland, but as one of the older men, he was permitted to return to 

the community when the Germans occupied Bruges. 

 

 

BROTHER BAPTIST  (Thomas J. McCarthy) 

Born:  Manchester, New Hampshire, May 6, 1901 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, January 20, 1978 

 

Brother Baptist died in his seventy-seventh year, his sixty-first in the 

Congregation.  He was a product of St. Agnes Institute, Manchester, 

New Hampshire, where we were in charge from 1905 to 1923.  In his 

long career he taught at many schools, pioneering at St. Matthew's in 

Brooklyn in 1923 and at Boys' Catholic in Malden in 1932.  While there 

he assisted Brother Vincent Hamilton with the championship football 

teams in 1935 and 1936 and was himself the varsity basketball coach.  

He was Principal and Superior at St. Patrick's in Lowell from 1937 to 

1939 and at St. Mary's in Lawrence from 1942 to 1947.  His last assign-

ment, sixteen years, was at St. John's in Shrewsbury where he ran the 

bookstore, acted as spiritual moderator for the Mothers' Guild, and 

served as community sacristan and infirmarian.  His countless acts of 
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charity and kindness made him a favorite, especially with the young 

Brothers in community.  He encouraged them, worked with them, and 

was devoted to them.  Afflicted for decades with a very painful back 

condition and plagued by a series of minor shocks in his later years, he 

died at St. Vincent's Hospital in Worcester. 

 

 

BROTHER GREGORY  (Edward Ditchfield) 

Born:  Blackburn, Lancashire, England, March 29, 1902 

Died:  Manchester, England, January 20, 1979 

 

Brother Gregory was sixteen when he joined us in the final days of 

World War I.  He celebrated his diamond jubilee in April, 1978, with his 

Xaverian confreres at St. Joseph Regional High School, Montvale, New 

Jersey, where he was making an extended stay, arranged so that he could 

visit his sister and his American relatives.  In the various houses of the 

home province, he had been a cook, one always referred to as worthy of 

the Cordon Bleu.  He was a lover of sports, participating actively and 

passively.  He returned to England after his jubilee.  Knowing that he 

was suffering from malignant cancer, "He was the same cheerful and op-

timistic Gregory, determined to serve until God called him."  He died 

January 20th at Christie's Hospital, Manchester, and was buried in the 

Xaverian lot at St. Mary's Cemetery. 
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BROTHER BENOÎT  (Joseph Verbeke)   

Bom: Maldegem, Belgium, April 2,1913.  

Died: Zelzate, Belgium, January 20, 2002.  

 

People who met Brother Benoît for the first time said, "What a joyful, 

kind man!"  They were impressed by his open-heartedness and his desire 

to immediately make them feel welcome.  

 

He began teaching in St. Francis Xavier Institute, Brugge, followed by a 

period in Knokke, where he, by his enthusiasm and his optimism stimu-

lated many young people to participation and noble-mindedness.  

 

Mindful of the Lord's call, "Go to all peoples everywhere and make 

them my disciples," Brother Benoît yearned to do more.  After World 

War II, in January 1946, he was one of the volunteers who went to the 

Congo to serve the people who, at that time, were not receiving many 

educational services.  He was active there from 1948 to 1975, most of 

these years spent in Kasenga, a large fishing village on the shores of the 

Luapula River, on the border of Zambia.  Here the Xaverian Brothers 

with the Sisters of Charity from Gent and the Benedictine Fathers from 

Zevenkerken (succeeded by the Salesian Fathers) developed a mission-

ary community, based on service to the local people.  Brother Benoît's 

talents, marked by a strong devotion to Our Lady, flourished.  They 

started a teacher-training school in which they tried to develop faith and 

kindness as the basis for all life and work. 

 

In 1975, because of a lack of brothers, the Xaverians had to give up their 

missionary work in Kasenga, and Brother Benoît came back to Belgium 

to the "Landhuis" in Sint-Michiels.  He rendered service on the playing 

fields and in the parish, where he contributed to various activities.  But 

shortly after he returned to Belgium Brother Benoît was afflicted with a 

tumor on the optical nerve.  He gradually became blind and more and 

more dependent.  In March 1998, it became clear that the community in 
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Sint-Michiels could no longer take care of him, and he moved to the 

nursing home of the Brothers of Charity in Zelzate. Pain medication 

slowly weakened his presence of mind, but he remained  the same 

Brother Benoît, joyful and grateful for everything.  

 

Brother Benoît's constant wish has always been that the new generation 

of Congolese Xaverian Brothers should again take up the work of the 

Flemish Brothers in Kasenga.  

 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER EPHREM  (James Manni) 

Born:  Zierikzee, Holland, February 1, 1844 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 21, 1916 

 

James Manni was a convert from Judaism.  His father always referred to 

him as "Jacob."  Having served as an artillery man in the Dutch Army, 

he was well into his twenty-sixth year when he entered in June of 1869.  

He became Brother Ephrem that same year on Xavier Day.  At the Insti-

tute in Bruges, where he spent his religious life, Brother Ephrem func-

tioned in two capacities:  cobbler and cellarer.  He was a big man, a two-

hundred pounder, with a florid complexion.  He was a jolly soul who 

took no offense at those who explained away his natural flush as a con-

sequence of his work as a cellarer.  Brother Ephrem is remembered as 

the gentlest of men.  In his story of the Congregation, Brother Ferdinand 

singled out Brother Ephrem for his excellent work with the Sodality. 

 

 

BROTHER ALBINUS  (William A. Nugent) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, September 3, 1880 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, January 21, 1963 
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Brother Albinus, younger brother of Brother Benedict Labre (October 

3), attended the Xaverian-staffed Fitton School in East Boston.  He was 

much impressed by the talks that Brother Aloysius Gates (April 26) gave 

on religious vocations and the life of the Xaverian Brother.  Consequent-

ly, in September of 1896, this barely sixteen-year old high school gradu-

ate entered our novitiate, then at Mt. St. Joseph's College in Baltimore.  

Eight months later, on Easter Monday, 1897, he was sent to St. Patrick's 

School in Baltimore, as he himself put it, "to learn how to teach."  This 

assignment began a classroom odyssey that spanned almost sixty years.  

Brother Albinus had two great loves:  St. Mary's Industrial School where 

he spent eighteen years at the beginning of his career, and St. Joseph's in 

Somerville where he spent the last eighteen.  In between he served at St. 

John's Home and St. Xavier's in Louisville, St. Joseph's Home in Detroit, 

Elm Grove in West Virginia, and the Working Boys' Home in Newton 

Highlands.  In addition to teaching the eighth grade in Somerville, he 

founded the safety patrol, directed the altar boys, and served as chaplain 

to the local auxiliary firemen.  A series of heart attacks forced him from 

the classroom at age seventy-four and into retirement at St. John's Prep.  

The Somerville and Danvers Headmasters discussed whether his funeral 

should be at St. Joseph's or the Prep chapel.  But there is a Chinese 

proverb that chuckles, "Get the coffin ready and the man won't die."  

That was the case with Brother Albinus who held on to life quietly and 

tenaciously for nine more years, carving, whittling, and gluing the boats 

and ships which so fascinated him.  Death claimed him in his eighty-

third year, his sixty-seventh in the Congregation. 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 2 

 

 

BROTHER ROBERT (John P. Treanor) 

Born:  Drumkirk, Northern Ireland, September 12, 1858 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 22, 1946 

 

When Brother Alexius selected Brother Robert as the pioneer Superior 

and Principal at St. John's Parish School for Boys on Temple Street in 
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Worcester, he chose a man who could cope with the celebrated pastor, 

Father Griffin, "himself a boyo from To Home."  Brother Robert re-

mained in charge from 1894 to 1904.  This was his hey-day.  His last 

and longest assignment was for eighteen years as infirmarian at St. 

Mary's Industrial School.  When he died in his eighty-eighth year, he 

was within two months of being a diamond jubilarian. 
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J A N U A R Y   2 3 

 

BROTHER ROGATUS  (Edward Jaquay) 

Born:  Wheeling, West Virginia, September 2, 1889 

Died:  Wheeling, West Virginia, January 23, 1910 

 

Brother Rogatus received his early education at the Brothers' school in 

Wheeling, Central Catholic High School.  At the age of fourteen, he fol-

lowed his older brother's example (Brother Antoninus, January 26) and 

entered the juniorate in Danvers.  Transferred as a postulant one year 

later to the novitiate at Baltimore, he received the habit in 1904 and was 

professed in 1909.  He was dead the next year at the age of twenty.  

Shortly before he left for an assignment in East Boston, he had dislocat-

ed a bone in his shoulder.  Fearing that disclosure would prevent his go-

ing, he failed to make known the injury.  Soon after school began, the 

pain became unbearable and, as a consequence, tuberculosis developed.  

As the state of Maryland forbad nursing a tubercular patient at home, 

Brother Rogatus was allowed to return to Wheeling where his mother, a 

nurse, could tend to him.  An instinctive fighter, he succumbed only 

when there was nothing left for him. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 367-368. 

 

BROTHER FELIX  (Louis Reilly) 

Born:  Wilmington, North Carolina, June 4, 1895 

Died:  Newton Highlands, Massachusetts, January 23, 1932 

 

The adventures of Brother Felix were a joy to the brethren.  Hoping to 

receive a Xaverian Comedy of Errors, Brother Osmund, then the Provin-

cial, directed Brother Felix to write an autobiography.  Obediently, this 

sick man, already far gone with tuberculosis, went to work.  He wrote 

and wrote.  What he composed was not a funny book but a serious report 

on his spiritual struggles.  He named it THE WEED THAT GREW IN 

GOD'S GARDEN.  Brother Felix's first mission was St. Patrick's in Bal-

timore.  The Superior was a "Tartar," and Brother Felix lasted less than a 
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year.  Three years followed at St. Mary's Industrial School where he 

taught seventy-eight in a class from 6:45 to 9:20 a.m. and 5:50 to 7:30 

p.m.  He supervised the oldest and toughest boys in the Shirt Factory and 

House Tailor Shop.  For two years he endured the spartan conditions of 

the Fitton School community where the monthly salary was $35.  A se-

vere attack of pleurisy was the first manifestation of the tuberculosis that 

would follow.  Brother Felix's last assignment, eleven years at the Work-

ing Boys' Home, was his happiest.  He taught, prefected, directed the 

choir, coached twelve teams, and took correspondence courses in Eng-

lish and French.  Stricken with tuberculosis in 1926, he lost forty pounds 

in two months.  For the last years of his life he followed a reduced 

schedule, teaching catechism and prefecting the play period.  Still avidly 

interested in sports, the outlet which in earlier years had made school 

and community life bearable in certain missions, he would be carried 

down to the playing fields by his colleague at Newton Highlands, Broth-

er Peter Julian (October 20).  Brother Felix succumbed to the ravages of 

his disease at the age of thirty-six. 
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BROTHER JEAN  (John Francis Meaney) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, September 3, 1922 

Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, January 23, 1991 

 

John Meaney entered the Novitiate at Old Point Comfort in 1940 after 

he had graduated from Our Lady of Perpetual Help High School, Mis-

sion Hill, which had been opened by the Brothers in 1926.  He took the 

religious name Jean in memory of his former teacher, Brother Jean 

Ryan, who had died at the age of thirty-five on August 26, 1940.  After 

two years of college, the new Brother Jean, like many of his generation, 

was sent out on the missions.  He began his teaching career at St. John's 

on Temple Street in Worcester where he remained five years.  A year at 

Holy Name in Brooklyn was followed by eight at St. Xavier's in Louis-

ville and three at Keith Academy in Lowell.  During these years, Brother 

Jean earned both his BA degree with a double major in English and his-

tory and his MA degree from St. John's University in Brooklyn.  He 

spent the 1961-62 school year studying theology at the Jesus Magister 

Institute of the Lateran in Rome.  After returning to the States, he was 

assigned as Director of Studies at St. John's Prep in Danvers.  The last 

twenty-two years of Brother Jean's life were evenly divided between St. 

John's High School in Shrewsbury (1969 to 1980) where he taught 

French and directed the Guidance Department and Malden Catholic 

(1980 to 1991) where he was assistant librarian and served as communi-

ty procurator.  Brother Jean's trademark characteristics were his portly 

physique (at the time of his death, he weighed well over four hundred 

pounds), his well-phrased expressions ("Pea-chy," "Of all the consum-

mate cheek," and "I take umbrage with that remark"), his penchant for 

engaging in theological debate at community recreation, and his good-

natured disposition and outlook on life.  His capacity to express warmth 

and concern manifested itself with crystal clarity in the final two weeks 

of his life spent at Malden Hospital where he succumbed to a systemic 

infection of his circulatory system that led to fatal lung collapse.  At the 

time of his death, Brother Jean, a golden jubilarian, was sixty-eight years 
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of age. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 4 

 

BROTHER HUBERT  (Hubert Boehmer) 

Born:  Essen, Rhenish Prussia, August 17, 1827 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 24, 1887 

 

Brother Hubert saw active service with the German Army in the Year of 

Revolution, 1848.  After reading an article about the Xaverian Brother-

hood in a newspaper, he traveled to Bruges.  He was with the Founder at 

"Het Walletje" from 1850 to 1860.  Assigned by Brother Vincent as one 

of those to make the new start in Louisville in 1860, Brother Hubert suc-

ceeded in making St. Boniface an outstanding parochial school.  He re-

mained at St. Boniface for nine years, five of them as Principal.  In 1869 

he replaced Brother Paul as Superintendent of St. Mary's Industrial 

School.  Difficulties with the Board led to his removal.  His zeal damp-

ened by this incident, he left Baltimore to cast his lot with the Franciscan 

Teaching Brotherhood in Cincinnati.  Brother Stephen traveled there a 

few months later and reclaimed Brother Hubert.  Back in Louisville he 

taught at the Eighth Street School.  From 1880 to 1886 he was in charge 

of St. James' Home in Baltimore.  Terribly debilitated by asthma but 

anxious for some employment, he was sent to St. Patrick's in Baltimore 

where he labeled and repaired library books and assisted the younger 

Brothers to acquire the art of teaching in which he excelled.  In early 

1887 God called him home.  Brother Isidore, who had been a pupil of 

Brother Hubert's at St. Boniface's and who admired him greatly, wrote 

about him in CYRENIAN NO. 6. 
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BROTHER IDÈS (Robert Persyn) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, June 23, 1926 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, January 24, 2004 

 

At the age of 22 Robert Persyn entered the novitiate of the Xaverian 

Brothers, and after obtaining his teacher's certificate he began his teach-

ing career in Bruges in 1951 and ended after 33 years with his retirement 

in 1984.   

 

In addition to his teaching, Brother Idès has a great love of  both reading 

and writing poetry.  At times he would compose a poem as an expres-

sion of friendship or sympathy.  His great love for the city  of his birth 

and that of his congregation also inspired many of his poems.  The beau-

ty and wonders of nature were a source of astonishment and delight to 

him, and he fequesntly expressed this delight and thanksgiving to God in 

his poetry. 

 

During his first nine years of teaching in Brugge, he also contributed his 

time and talents to young people involved in scouting. Later in life he 

was able to visit a close friend, a priest, who cared for abandoned chil-

dren in Brazil.  This experience touched him deeply and stayed with him 

for the rest of his life. 

  

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER EUCHERIUS  (Thomas Casey) 

Born:  Bona, Newfoundland, October 26, 1884 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 25, 1904 
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On January 16th, Brother Joseph, the Superior at Mt. St. Joseph's and the 

first American novice, had died.  One of the newest novices in the 

American Province followed him on the twenty-fifth.  Brother Eucherius 

had been in the community only one year.  Professed January 21, 1904, 

he died four days later at the age of nineteen.  The cause of his death-bed 

profession was "galloping" consumption.  In a protracted illness the pa-

tient was said to have gone into a "decline." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 293. 

 

BROTHER FRANCISCUS  (Charles Van Steelandt) 

Born:  Zwevezele, Belgium, January 28, 1839 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, January 25, 1920 

 

Entering in 1874 in his thirty-fifth year, Brother Franciscus died three 

days before his eighty-first birthday.  For many years up until World 

War I when he was recalled to Bruges, he took care of the farm work at 

Sint Michiels.  He was as edifying at work as at prayer.  He spent his last 

years at Torhout, an inspiration to the postulants and the novices.  As he 

lay dying, he asked that he be placed on ashes spread on the floor.  

When the bodies of the Brothers in the Torhout churchyard were re-

moved, Brother Franciscus' remains were found unaltered. 
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BROTHER CYRIL  (Daniel Joseph Grogan) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, November 21, 1919 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, January 25, 1990 

 

Brother Cyril, who came into contact with the Brothers at Holy Name 

School in Brooklyn, attended the Juniorate in Peabody and entered the 

novitiate in 1937.  He received his BA degree in French from Catholic 
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University in 1942, the year he was assigned to the old Boys' Catholic in 

Malden.  After seven years as teacher and Athletic Director, he taught 

briefly at Flaget and then served as Director of Studies at Mt. St. Jo-

seph's from 1951 to 1957.  After a three-year term as Principal and Su-

perior back at Flaget, Brother Cyril spent four years teaching at Our La-

dy of Good Counsel High School in Wheaton, Maryland.  Beginning in 

1964 and continuing until his death, the names Cyril and Nazareth 

would be synonymous.  The last twenty-six years of his life would be 

devoted to this school as teacher, Assistant Principal, and then Principal.  

Even after the Congregation relinquished the running of Nazareth to a 

lay board in the 1970's, he stayed on as Deputy Principal.  In 1985, when 

his lay predecessor resigned the principalship in mid-year, Brother Cyril 

saw a need and accepted the principalship despite personal preference.  

After he retired to the Brothers' residence at Xaverian, he still remained 

active in the Alumni Office at Nazareth.  Brother Cyril died suddenly of 

a heart attack in his room at Xaverian at the age of seventy.  At his fu-

neral he was eulogized as a man of quiet, unassuming, and selfless chari-

ty.  This had been seen as he lovingly and patiently cared for his aging 

mother until her death at ninety-three; in the many hours he spent at 

Nazareth with the people closest to his heart; in his willingness to act as 

liaison between the Brothers' Haitian ministry and Nazareth, particularly 

in establishing a twinning relationship between Nazareth and the College 

de St. Martin de Porres; and the many instances of attention and concern 

shown Xaverian Brothers in their illnesses, most notably Brother 

Medard Shea in the final months of his lingering fight with cancer.  

Even his own death was vintage Cyril:  quick, quiet, and utterly selfless, 

never allowing himself to be a burden to others. 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 6 

 

 

HENRY HAGEMANN 

Born:  Kirchellen, Germany, January 17, 1843 

Died:  Kirchellen, Germany, January 26, 1858 
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In September, 1856, Henry Hagemann, aged thirteen, accompanied his 

seventeen-year old brother John (Brother Anselmus, July 18) from Ger-

many to Bruges.  At "Het Walletje" was Theodore Hagemann (Brother 

Matthias, June 4), who was twenty-one.  Seven months later in April, 

1857, the father of the Hagemanns visited them and found his Henry in 

the infirmary with several others.  This was at the height of the century-

long epidemic of tuberculosis.  Mr. Hagemann took the boy home to the 

farm at Kirchellen near Dorsten in Prussia in order to build up his health.  

Within ten weeks Henry was back in Bruges, apparently a well boy.  But 

he wasn't.  In December, the founder wrote to the father, "Your little 

Henry has come back too soon....With the cold here, the illness has de-

veloped...I have talked with the little one who with me thinks it is better 

to stay here and die....What do you think?"  The father took Henry home 

where he lasted only a few weeks.  He died nine days after his fifteenth 

birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER ANTONINUS  (Samuel Jaquay) 

Born:  Wheeling, West Virginia, February 14, 1886 

Died:  Wheeling, West Virginia, January 26, 1925 

 

Brother Antoninus, the elder brother of Brother Rogatus (January 23), 

received his grammar school education from the Brothers in Wheeling 

and was then accepted as an aspirant at St. John's in Danvers.  His first 

assignment was at East Boston where he developed into a teacher of 

note.  Brother Antoninus was one who had responsibility thrust upon 

him.  Twenty-eight years of age and on the staff of Old Point Comfort, 

he was appointed Superior of that community in 1914.  He would remain 

in some office of authority for the rest of his short life.  In 1918 he was 

named Principal of the Wheeling School.  He remained there until 1923 

when he succeeded Brother James as Superior of Mt. St. Joseph's.  A 

new classroom building, Alexius Hall (the "A" building), and Gibbons 

Field were the result of his dreams for a greater Mount.  He also intro-

duced the Daughters of the Most Holy Redeemer to the Mount.  By 1924 

the inroads of cancer were swiftly affecting his entire body.  Having im-
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plicit faith in a doctor in Wheeling, he was allowed to go to the Hospital 

of the Sisters of St. Joseph in the town of his birth in December, 1924, 

for care and treatment.  Death came peacefully the following month, 

shortly before his thirty-ninth birthday.  Brother Isidore, the aging 

American Provincial, had dreams of naming Brother Antoninus as his 

successor. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 421-423. 

 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER EPHREM  (John Fitzpatrick) 

Born:  Lynn, Massachusetts, January 17, 1905 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 26, 1926 

 

Brother Ephrem entered in September, 1922, in his eighteenth year.  He 

was among the first to be received at the novitiate at Old Point Comfort, 

Virginia; the novitiate had been transferred the previous year from Bal-

timore.  According to Brother Julian, the Novice Master, this young man 

chose St. Ephrem for his patron out of admiration for one who had so 

great a love for Our Lady.  After completing the novitiate, he substituted 

for a few months at St. Francis Xavier Manual Training School in Elm 

Grove, West Virginia, and in August, 1924, was assigned to St. Mary's.  

His death, just after his twenty-first birthday, was the unexpected result 

of an abdominal operation. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 467. 

 

 

BROTHER KILIAN  (William H. Hyland) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, January 27, 1909 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, January 26, 1975 
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Entering in 1932, Brother Kilian taught business subjects in five of our 

schools for twenty-seven years.  Skilled at things mechanical, he 

switched to the workshop, seeing that the conversion of the novitiate at 

Leonardtown to a classroom building was done in conformance with the 

local building codes.  Suffering from a heart condition himself, he spent 

as much time as he could visiting the sick and infirm at the local hospital 

and rest homes in the area.  Another attack and he was admitted to St. 

Mary's Hospital.  He spent a few days in the intensive care unit and ap-

peared to have recovered.  Two days later he was found dead in the hos-

pital bathroom.  Brother Kilian passed away the day before his sixty-

sixth birthday. 
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BROTHER SEBASTIAN (George Michael Barresi) 

Born: Lynn, Massachusetts, February 22, 1927 

Died: Danvers, Massachusetts, January 26, 2007 

 

Born into a large Italian family in Lynn, Massachusetts, George Michael 

Barresi graduated from Lynn Classical High School in 1945 and imme-

diately enlisted in the United States Army where he served overseas at 

the conclusion of World War II.  After his honorable discharge, he en-

tered the Congregation at Old Point on February 15, 1947, and received 

the Holy Habit and the name Sebastian on the Feast of the Assumption 

that year.  After attending Xaverian College and Catholic University, 

Sebastian was missioned in 1952 without a degree to Saint Patrick’s in 

Baltimore where he taught the third grade for the next six years.  He be-

came a hero for his third graders, and their affection for him lasted a life-

time.  When the Xaverian Brothers celebrated our 150
th

 Anniversary in 

the United States, Sebastian came to the celebration in Baltimore as a 

special guest of his old boys from Saint Patrick’s.  He was as happy to 

see them as they were to see him.  “Enduring personal relationships,” a 

hallmark of Xaverian education, were certainly a hallmark of Sebas-

tian’s life.  During his years at Saint Patrick’s, he completed his Bache-

lor’s degree and earned a Master’s degree from Loyola College.  

 

After brief assignments at Mount Saint Joseph and Cardinal Hayes, Se-

bastian was missioned to Saint John’s Prep in 1961 where he spent 

twenty-seven years as a teacher and as the founder of the school’s guid-

ance department. He also served as a part-time teacher at Salem State 

College.  During the Provincialate of Brother Harold Boyle, he served as 

Vocation Director and Provincial Counselor, returning to the Prep after 

Brother Harold’s term was completed.  Sebastian then founded the Em-

maus Counseling Center for priests, religious and lay people.  He served 

as the director of this program for ten years and then returned to the Pro-

vincial Staff during the Provincialate of Brother Edward Keefe.  At the 



62 

amalgamation of the Provinces, he became the director of Xaverian 

House where he served until ill health forced his retirement.   

 

Sebastian’s last years were marked by poor health, but he bore up under 

these trials as the religious he was.  Brother Edward Keefe in his eulogy 

for his dear friend said, “For Brother Sebastian, the discomfort of the 

moment was God’s will for him --- and God’s will was always the up-

permost consideration in his life.”  Rarely without a smile and always 

with an encouraging word, Brother Sebastian was a model for the com-

munity on how a religious should face the trials of sickness and old age. 

 

Before his retirement Sebastian had led thirty-three pilgrimages to 

Medjugorje in Croatia, bringing medical equipment, clothing and finan-

cial aid to the war-torn areas of that country.  Devotion to the Mother of 

God was at the heart of Sebastian’s spirituality, a spirituality which en-

couraged all whom he met to realize the presence of God in their lives. 

 

Brother Sebastian died twenty days before he was to celebrate his sixti-

eth jubilee as a Xaverian Brother and twenty-seven days before he was 

to celebrate his eightieth birthday.  He is buried in the Brother’s ceme-

tery on the grounds of Saint John’s Prep, a school which he loved dearly 

and served well. 
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BROTHER ANSELM  (William Bradley) 

Born:  Manchester, England, October 22, 1838 

Died:  Courtrai, Belgium, January 27, 1858 

 

Brother Anselm, the first English novice, was not quite thirteen when he 

arrived in Bruges in August, 1851.  Having received the habit in 1854, 

he taught for several years in the Infant School at "Het Walletje."  One 

of the several afflicted with tuberculosis at about the same time, he 

passed away at the Van der Plancke Clinic in Courtrai.  Someone at the 

Clinic wrote to his mother, "The good Brother Anselm was as prepared 

as an angel for that long voyage.  His good Superior did not cease to ex-

hort him nor we to pray for him." 

J A N U A R Y   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER BONAVENTURE  (Anthony Van Venrooy) 

Born:  Breskens, Holland, August 14, 1854 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, January 28, 1875 

 

Anthony Van Venrooy, the future Brother Bonaventure, was not quite 

sixteen when he entered in Bruges on March 18, 1870.  His career with 

us was very short, less than five years.  He received the habit, the only 

candidate, on September 8, 1871, two months before the Founder died.  

He pronounced vows on January 22, 1875, and died within the week.  

He was twenty years old. 

 

 

BROTHER PETER ALCANTARA  (Adrian Klyberg) 

Born:  Waalwyk, Holland, February 3, 1827 

Died:  Mayfield, England, January 28, 1899 
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Brother Peter Alcantara was born in Waalwyk, Holland, in close prox-

imity to Elshout, the Founder's birthplace.  His father was a shoemaker.  

Entering in 1847, he persevered and was one of the six pioneers sent to 

Louisville in 1854.  Recalled to Bruges in 1858 along with Brother Paul, 

he returned to Louisville as Superior in 1866 when Brother Paul went to 

Baltimore to found St. Mary's Industrial School.  Rabidly pro-French in 

a German environment, he contributed his bit to the almost-dissolution 

of the Xaverian community.  In 1872 he was named Superior of the In-

stitute in Bruges, and in 1875 he was the founding Provincial of the Eng-

lish Province.  Handicapped by chronic illness, he remained in office un-

til 1896, three years before his death.  He had been one of us for fifty-

two years. 

 

 

BROTHER CONSTANT  (Charles Dunleavy) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, Xavier Day, December 3, 1901 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, January 28, 1946 

 

Brother Constant, an "Old Pointer," one of those who had been aspirants 

at Old Point Comfort, made his novitiate in the same place.  He entered 

on February 14, 1919, one of the first accepted by Brother Julian after he 

had succeeded in divorcing the novitiate from Mt. St. Joseph's in Balti-

more.  As a Brother, his career was short but outstanding.  "He had that 

unattainable ability to win the respect and admiration of youth.  He was 

a boy's man and a man's man, too." 

ORDO, 1947. 

 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER COLUMBA  (Arthur M. Miller) 

Born:  Cincinnati, Ohio, July 30, 1896 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 28, 1984 
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Brother Columba entered the Congregation on April 30, 1914, at the age 

of seventeen.  He made his novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore and 

pronounced final vows on August 15, 1916.  In a teaching career that 

spanned more than half a century, Brother Columba's assignments took 

him to St. Vincent's School in Newport News, St. Patrick's School in 

Richmond, the Xaverian School in Alexandria, Central Catholic High 

School in Wheeling, St. Xavier Manual Training School in Elm Grove, 

and St. Joseph's School in Somerville.  From 1936 to 1938 he was a full-

time student studying for his AB degree at Notre Dame University.  

Brother Columba was Superior of the Brothers' only Manhattan resi-

dence, Our Lady of Good Counsel Annex to Cardinal Hayes High 

School, or as it was more familiarly known, 94th Street.  Forty-four of 

his almost seventy years in religion were spent in Kentucky:  one year 

each at St. Joseph's Preparatory School in Bardstown and St. John's in 

Louisville, and forty-two years at St. Xavier's.  Brother Columba was 

eight-seven years old when he died at Audubon Hospital in Louisville of 

acute myocardial infarction.  For the last year and a half of his life, he 

had been a member of the Ryken House Community on the St. X cam-

pus. 

J A N U A R Y   2 8  

 

 

BROTHER AUBREY COCHRANE (Claude Osborne Cochrane) 

Born  Norfolk, Virginia, February 28, 1914 

Died Louisville, Kentucky, January 28, 1997 

 

Claude Osborne Cochrane entered the Xaverian Brothers on September 

19, 1940 at the age of twenty-six and took the name Aubrey.  After two 

years at Xaverian College, he was assigned to Holy Cross School, 

Brooklyn.  Later missions were Keith Academy, Cardinal Hayes, Mount 

St. Joseph, Flaget High School and Our Lady of Good Counsel.  While 

at Cardinal Hayes, he attended New York University and earned a de-

gree in business administration. 

 



66 

Brother Aubrey was a man of definite opinions and demanded the best 

from his students.  He usually got what he expected. 

 

After retiring from teaching, he lived for awhile in a retirement complex 

in Florida where he had ample time for his favorite hobby, golf.  He also 

did some driving for some elderly people in the complex.  In the early 

1990's he moved to Ryken House.  He was a member of the congrega-

tion for fifty-six years. 
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BROTHER THOMAS SPALDING (Brother David) 

Born:  Bardstown, Kentucky June 2, 1924 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 28, 2003 

 

One of the great scholars whom the Congregation has produced, Brother 

Thomas Spalding was born in the “Catholic Holy Land” of Nelson 

County, Kentucky, and much of his life he spent immersed in the Catho-

lic history which surrounded him in his youth.  Graduating from Saint 

Joseph Preparatory School in Bardstown, Kentucky, Thomas entered the 

Congregation at Old Point in Brother Kevin’s first class of novices.  He 

went on to earn both a Bachelor’s degree and a Ph.D. from the Catholic 

University.  In between those two degrees he received a Master’s Degree 

from Fordham.  For the first ten years of his career, he was at Cardinal 

Hayes or at the Good Counsel annex of Hayes where he taught History 

and Spanish.  In 1958 he began a twelve-year career teaching the scho-

lastics at Xaverian College.  While Brother Thomas was an incredibly 

scholarly man and a very thorough teacher, he was rather dry.  He terror-

ized a generation of scholastics with his Saturday morning quizzes on 

historical minutiae!  When Xaverian College closed, he began a thirty-

year career as a Professor of History at Spalding University in Louis-

ville. 

 

Brother Thomas was a prolific author and among his major works are: 

The Premier See, Martin John Spalding, Saint Vincent De Paul of Bal-

timore and many scholarly articles. At the time of his death he was 

working on a history of the Xaverian Brothers in East Africa.  With his 

dry sense of humor Tom liked to point out that he was related to Martin 

John Spalding, but on his mother’s side.  He was a life member of the 

American Catholic Historical association and was its vice-president in 

1991.  At Tom’s death his friend and fellow historian, Father Clyde 

Crews, wrote,  “I would remember Tom Spalding as a model mentor and 

a faithful friend.  He inspired a new generation of Kentucky historians 

with a deep sense of the significance of their commonwealth in the wid-
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er American Catholic story.  He always insisted on a rigorous pursuit of 

the truth and was unrelenting in his probing and research.” 

 

 After his retirement from Spalding, Tom continued to research and to 

write, and he was doing it up until the day he died.  A true son of Bard-

stown, Tom was buried from the Proto-Cathedral in Bardstown and was 

laid to rest in the Brothers’ cemetery at Saint Xavier.   
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BROTHER DANIEL ELLIOTT (Brother John Berchmans) 

Born: Lawrence Massachusetts, January 10, 1916 

Died: Danvers Massachusetts, January 28, 2005 

 

Born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, where our Brothers conducted Saint 

Mary’s School, Daniel Elliott graduated from Lawrence High School in 

1934 and entered the Congregation in 1935, receiving the Holy Habit 

and the name John Berchmans on the Feast of Saint Joseph in 1936.  Af-

ter studying at Mount Saint Joseph and at Loyola College in Baltimore, 

Dan received his Bachelor’s degree from the Catholic University in 

1948.  One of the last of the “Grammar School Brothers,” Dan spent al-

most all of his teaching career in the grammar schools which we ran 

through the middle of the 20
th

 century.  He started at the Cathedral 

School in Richmond and then spent eleven years at Saint Patrick’s 

School in the Fells Point section of Baltimore where his name was leg-

endary.  He then taught for four years at the Working Boys Home before 

becoming the superior and principal at Saint Joseph’s School in Somer-

ville.  He returned to the Working Boys Home for a year in 1959 and 

then became the superior and principal of Holy Cross School in Brook-

lyn. 

 

Dan was among the most fastidious of men, and he insisted that the 

Brothers in his communities at Saint Joseph’s and at Holy Cross keep 

the Brothers’ house immaculate.  He would conduct work periods on 

Saturday mornings where he had a uniform for the Brothers to wear for 

their work, something like the Bleu de Travail of the monastic tradition.  

While this practice might have irked the less fastidious, Dan’s communi-

ties were always happy places because, as a superior and as a principal, 

he was a very kind and understanding man.  

 

After thirty years in the grammar schools, Dan ended his teaching career 

at Xavier High School in Connecticut where he taught typing from 1966 

until 1978.  His classroom was always immaculate with the desks in per-
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fect order, and every boy knew that any disorder or a lack of tidiness 

were mortal sins in Brother John Berchmans’ book.  Ironically, although 

he taught typing for eleven years, he never learned to type! 

 

In community Dan was a delightful man to live with.  He was always a 

perfect gentleman and always pulled his weight in the community tasks, 

often doing the shopping where his penchant for whatever was new in 

the supermarket would find a place in the Brothers’ pantry.  He and his 

sister, Sister Joseph Clare, S.C.H., would spend the summers at the fami-

ly hotel in Bartlett, New Hampshire, where Dan’s bond with his family 

was pleasantly renewed.   

 

Retiring in 1978 to the community at Xaverian Brothers High School, he 

moved to Xaverian House, the Brothers’ retirement home in Danvers, in 

1998 when the Westwood house closed.  Although he was plagued by 

Alzheimer’s disease in his last years, Dan remained the perfect gentle-

man, always smiling and always welcoming of any visitor to the com-

munity even if he couldn’t quite remember who they were.  When the 

Brothers at Xaverian House could no longer care for him, he spent a 

brief time in a nearby nursing home before his peaceful death at the age 

of eighty-nine and in the seventieth year of his religious life as a 

Xaverian Brother.  

 

                  

 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 9 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN AUGUSTINE  (John J. Sullivan) 

Born:  New York City, New York, February 22, 1898 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, January 29, 1939 
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Brother John Augustine's days with us were few.  Apparently he had 

been with the De La Salle Christian Brothers before entering our Con-

gregation in 1934.  He received the habit on August 15th of that year 

when he was thirty-six.  After his novitiate training, he taught for two 

years at St. John's High School on Temple Street in Worcester.  Con-

fined to his room at St. John's in Danvers with a heart condition, he had 

a nurse in attendance round-the-clock.  He died very quietly in his sleep 

as the night nurse stepped out of the room to greet the day nurse report-

ing for duty. 

 

 

J A N U A R Y   2 9  

 

 

BROTHER LUCAS (Charles Cummings) 

Born: Louisville, Kentucky, December 4, 1913 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, January 29, 1995 

 

Charles Cummings, the oldest of four children, three of whom would en-

ter the Xaverian Brothers, spent three years at St. Joseph's Juniorate in 

Peabody before returning to Louisville as a senior to graduate from St. 

Xavier's and to be the graduation speaker for the class of 1932.  When 

his two younger brothers, James and Robert (Brother Alfred, June 6) en-

tered the juniorate in Peabody, Charles was sent to accompany them.  He 

stayed for another year of high school with his brothers, played football, 

entered the novitiate in the 1933, and persevered for the next sixty-one 

years. 

 

Lucas became a strict and demanding teacher of math and science serv-

ing in Lowell, Bangor, the Bronx, White Plains, at Xaverian in Brooklyn 

and finally at his alma mater, St. Xavier's in Louisville.  An excellent 

athlete himself, he coached at one time or another all the major sports in 

school.  Even in his retirement years he assisted in coaching spring 

track.   
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At Ryken House he was particularly devoted to the solving of the New 

York Times crossword puzzle. But soon a succession of major illnesses 

overtook him and he had to be moved to Nazareth Home where he died, 

a member of the congregation for sixty-two years. 
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J A N U A R Y   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER MICHAEL  (Patrick White) 

Born:  Limerick, Ireland, March 17, 1845 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 30, 1928 

 

Brother Michael was born in Ireland on St. Patrick's Day in 1845, the 

year of the famine when millions died in the ditches amidst wild howl-

ing for bread, but he survived and lived to be almost eighty-three.  Im-

migrating to the United States during the Civil War, he served with a 

regiment from Ohio on the northern side.  His military training remained 

a conspicuous part of him all during his sixty-one years in the Congrega-

tion.  After the war, Brother Michael paid a visit to Louisville to see his 

brother who was a member of the Fourth Street community.  Shortly af-

terward he applied for admission, and he received the habit at St. Xavi-

er's on October 19, 1867.  He was the first to be sent out from Louisville 

to do parochial work, assisting in the opening of St. Patrick's in Balti-

more in 1872.  In 1878 he opened St. Joseph's Parochial School in Bal-

timore, and in 1881 he was part of the pioneer community in Richmond.  

He remained there nineteen years, a "live wire" in class who never knew 

rest.  From 1900 to 1915 he labored at St. Xavier's.  Failing eyesight 

forced him out of the classroom.  He retired to the Mount where the end 

came thirteen years later. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 479. 
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BROTHER MAXIMUS  (Henry A. Berg) 

Born:  South Boston, Massachusetts, June 4, 1881 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, January 31, 1958 

 

Brother Maximus, always referred to as "Maxie" or "Max Berg," fumed 

his way through almost fifty-three years in the community.  He stood 

four-square for "culture," as he understood the term, and to him the best 

defense was a good offense.  During his long career, he taught in many 

of our schools.  Always interested in history, he earned an MA in that 

subject in 1929 from Johns Hopkins in Baltimore.  Assigned in 1933 to 

Xaverian College, he remained there, except for a two-year period, until 

his retirement in 1947.  In his last years, despite blindness and being 

bed-ridden by a broken hip and suffering from diabetes, he was still cru-

sading.  "Maxie" was unique; his high-pitched whine will re-echo 

through the Mount forever.  He was seventy-six at the time of his death. 

 

        

BROTHER MARCELLUS  (Philip James Feeley) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, June 5, 1902 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, January 31, 1992 

 

Philip Feeley was a fifteen-year old Worcesterite when in 1917 he en-

tered the Juniorate at Old Point Comfort.  At that time the Brothers still 

conducted the upper elementary grades of St. John's Parish School for 

Boys on Temple Street as well as the four year high school program.  

After his canonical novitiate year, the young Brother Marcellus began 

his teaching apostolate in 1922 at  Holy Cross Grammar School.  Holy 

Cross had been the Brothers' pioneer foundation in Brooklyn; in 1920 

the first Xaverians arrived to take over the education of the grade school 

boys who up to that time had been taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph.  

After two years at Holy Cross, Brother Marcellus taught at St. Xavier's 

and spent one year at John Bapst High School in Bangor.  After a year's 
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sabbatical to conclude degree studies at Catholic University, he began an 

eight year assignment at St. John's Prep in 1934 where he served as Pre-

fect of Studies.  Seventeen years at Mt. St. Joseph's followed, and then 

Brother Marcellus was named Principal and Superior of Mission Church 

High School in Roxbury.  Four years later, in 1963, he moved west a 

few miles to become the founding principal of Xaverian Brothers' High 

School in Westwood.  After a three-year term there, it was back to 

Brooklyn, which he had left forty-two years earlier, to become the Assis-

tant Director of Educational Television for that Diocese.  When the new 

Malden Catholic opened in 1968, he took over the supervision of the 

state-of-the-art closed circuit television studio.  Brother Marcellus' man-

ner was always direct and straightforward.  His was a no-nonsense ap-

proach, rooted deeply in his own quiet but solid character.  To his con-

freres he was "Marcy."  He called everyone "Chum," as in, "The car 

leaves at nine-o-five, chum!  If you're not there, we leave without you."  

Or, "You were late, chum.  I told you the car was going to leave at nine-

o-five.  Sorry you missed it."  The last few years of his life were difficult 

ones, marked by poor health and greatly-reduced activity.  His last few 

months, spent at the Brothers' infirmary-residence at St. John's Prep, 

were an especially unbearable purgatory.  As sickness wreaked havoc on  

his system, he had to endure the daily frustration of being essentially 

confined to his room and completely dependent on others for all his 

needs.  When the end came, Brother Marcellus was eighty-nine years of 

age and had been a Xaverian for seventy-one years. 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 

 

 

BROTHER ATHANASIUS  (Joseph Taylor) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, October 4, 1881 

Died:  London, England, February 1, 1916 

 

Brother Athanasius, another Xaverian from Preston, entered on Novem-

ber 19, 1904, received the habit on December 30, 1905, and was pro-
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fessed December 27, 1907.  Assigned to Clapham College, where he as-

sisted in the dormitory and in the boys' refectories, he was the embodi-

ment of regularity.  His hobby was refereeing the football matches, and 

he was always available.  He was only thirty-four when he died at St. 

Bartholomew's Hospital, London. 

 

 

BROTHER ARTHUR  (William J. Koehler) 

Born:  Dayton, Ohio, July 15, 1887 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 1, 1963 

 

Having completed his studies at the Benedictine Academy in Jasper, In-

diana, William Koehler worked for several years in Chicago before en-

tering our novitiate in 1914 as a balding, twenty-seven year old amateur 

violinist.  The first dozen of his teaching years were filled with almost as 

many missions:  St. Mary's, Norfolk; St. Lawrence Home, Louisville; St. 

Rita's Elementary School, Lawrence; Cathedral Prep, Richmond, as a 

member of the pioneer band; St. John's Prep; Mt. St. Joseph's; St. Mary's 

Industrial School, and Wheeling, West Virginia.  The last thirty-six 

years of his life were divided between St. Xavier's (1927-1937) and Mt. 

St. Joseph's (1937-1963), where he taught English and history.  For more 

than a decade he was the librarian at the Mount.  Brother Arthur was an 

avid follower of the sport of kings and carried on a long rivalry with 

Brother Ricardus (October 19) as to who could better select winners 

(naturally on paper only) among the beasts at Bowie or the plodders at 

Pimlico.  His eyesight failed until he would poke his face so close to a 

book that he seemed to be reading through a system of nasal braille.  

Then he came upon a volume entitled SIGHT WITHOUT GLASSES; 

this turned him into a sort of yogi who would squat by the Mount pool 

staring at the sun one eye at a time.  He threw aside his glasses, contin-

ued his sparse diet of yogurt and blackstrap molasses, and had no further 

trouble making out the Baltimore Orioles on the picture tube.  Brother 

Arthur died of pneumonia and uremic poisoning at St. Agnes Hospital in 

Baltimore in his seventy-sixth year, his forty-ninth in religion. 
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F E B R U A R Y   1 

 

 

BROTHER JEROME  (William M. Burns) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, January 1, 1905 

Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, February 1, 1974 

 

Brother Jerome completed exactly fifty-one years as a Xaverian Brother.  

A graduate of St. Patrick's in Lowell, then an aspirant at Old Point Com-

fort, Virginia, he became a postulant on February 1, 1923.  He taught in 

many of our schools up and down the country in the days of the one 

province.  He had degrees from Boston College and St. John's Universi-

ty, Brooklyn.  His last assignment was at Malden Catholic where he was 

assistant librarian.  He died of cancer at Malden Hospital after a long ill-

ness. 

 

 

BROTHER AUBIN (Joseph Eugene Hart) 

Born: Brooklyn, NY, October 29, 1919 

Died: Brooklyn, NY, February 1, 2008 

 

Born in Brooklyn into a large Catholic family, Joseph Hart traveled to 

Oak Hill in Peabody to attend our Saint Joseph’s Juniorate from which 

he graduated in January of 1937.  As was the custom in those days, he 

and his Juniorate classmates entered at Old Point in January.  On the 

Feast of the Assumption, he received the Holy Habit and the religious 

name Aubin which he retained for the seventy years of his religious life. 

 

After graduating from The Catholic University, Aubin was immediately 

assigned to Saint Xavier in Louisville.  He actually had four assignments 

in Louisville, two at Saint X and two at Flaget.  In both instances he 

traveled down Broadway from Saint X to Flaget.  From 1942 until 1945, 

he was missioned at Saint X and then at Flaget from 1945 until 1950.  

Brother Aubin then left Louisville for Mount Saint Joseph where he 

spent eight years before returning to Saint X in 1958.  In 1960, he once 
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again moved down Broadway to the West End to become the principal 

and superior at Flaget.  He was the last Brother to serve as both principal 

and superior at the school.  In 1963 Aubin returned to his native Brook-

lyn where he would spend the rest of life.  He was assigned to Nazareth 

from 1963 until 1970 when he began a thirty-seven year association with 

Xaverian High School. 

 

Aubin was a perpetual student.  When most Brothers would think of re-

tiring, Aubin transformed himself from a math teacher to a computer 

teacher.  Well past his golden jubilee, he served Xaverian High School 

as a teacher and computer lab manager. A man who would “gladly learn 

and gladly teach,” he introduced many a student to the world of comput-

ers and the information highway.  

 

Aubin had a tremendous devotion to his former students and to the 

schools at which he had been missioned over the years.  He was remem-

bered quite affectionately by his “old boys.”  Shortly before he died, he 

took the bus from Brooklyn to downtown Manhattan so that he could at-

tend a reception for Mount Saint Joseph alumni.  He was a gracious and 

smiling presence at that event.  

 

Aubin died in the Brothers’ chapel at Xaverian High School in the pres-

ence of the Blessed Sacrament, a beautiful gift from God for a man who 

had given seventy years of his life to His service.  Saint Barbara certain-

ly must have been listening during the thirty years that Aubin prayed to 

her for a happy death. He was laid to rest with his brothers in the com-

munity cemetery on Staten Island. 

 

F E B R U A R Y   2 

 

 

BROTHER DANIEL  (James McDonnell) 

Born:  County Tyrone, Ireland, 1858 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 2, 1905 
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Brother Daniel died at the age of forty-seven after twenty years of sim-

ple, devoted service.  He entered the Congregation from Baltimore in 

1885.  Most of his religious life was spent in Louisville.  He never 

taught school but spent his time as fireman and general utility man.  

While at Louisville he suffered a partial shock which obliged him to 

give up work.  He was taken to Baltimore where he could receive more 

attention.  At the age of forty-seven, he was a puzzle to the medical 

men--he had the body of a man of eighty. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 293. 

 

 

BROTHER ADRIAN  (Richard Driver) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 26, 1885 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 2, 1919 

 

As a boy, Brother Adrian attended a school of the Brothers, and in 1900 

he entered at Danvers, Massachusetts, as an aspirant.  In 1902 he was 

transferred to the novitiate where he received the habit on March 19th of 

that year.  He was professed four years later.  For many years Brother 

Adrian struggled bravely against the inroads of diabetes in the days 

when insulin had not as yet been discovered.  When he could no longer 

teach, he acted as secretary and did general office work at St. John's In-

dustrial School, Deep River, Connecticut, which the Brothers conducted 

from 1904 to 1919.  Finally he was obliged to give that up, and he re-

tired to the Mount.  His impress on his contemporaries was one of en-

during patience.  When he died he was thirty-three and had been a 

Xaverian for sixteen years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 396. 

 

 

BROTHER BARNABAS  (Paul E. Mundy) 

Born:  Tamaqua, Pennsylvania, August 31, 1886 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 2, 1944 
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Brother Barnabas was noted for his success in recruiting for the juniorate 

and the novitiate.  With him it was a gift.  Associated for many years in 

Brooklyn with Brother Urban Kelly, who preceded him to the grave by a 

month, his greeting to every visitor was, "Come right upstairs.  The Old 

Man will be glad to see you." 
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F E B R U A R Y   3 

 

 

BROTHER MICHEL  (Edward Creyf) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, January 5, 1845 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 3, 1913 

 

Brother Michel entered on July 3, 1863, when Brother Vincent, the Su-

perior General, was on his way to the United States aboard the wonder 

of its day, "The Great Eastern."  It was his good fortune to be one more 

of those whom the Founder in retirement prepared for the reception of 

the habit on Xavier Day in 1863.  Having taught for some time in 

Bruges, Brother Michel was assigned to England from 1882 to 1889.  

When he returned to Bruges, he taught the little ones in the English Sec-

tion down to his final illness.  For many years he served as choirmaster 

at the Institute.  He died in his sixty-ninth year, five months before he 

would have celebrated his golden jubilee. 

 

 

BROTHER KOSTKA  (John T. Curran) 

Born:  Plymouth, Pennsylvania, July 21, 1883 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 3, 1961 

 

The first one to die in the Sacred Heart Province in the United States 

was Brother Kostka.  In his seventy-eighth year, his fifty-third in the 

Congregation, he belonged to that rather unique group of nine who pro-

nounced vows on July 2, 1910.  All of  them persevered.  His death from 

a heart attack was completely unexpected.  He was found dead in his 

room.  As a young man Brother Kostka had worked in Pennsylvania's 

coal mines, and all his life he maintained a fierce interest in the rights of 

the laboring man.  As a teacher for many years in our grammar schools, 

he was an indefatigable worker. 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   5 
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BROTHER ANTHONY  (Francis De Wilde) 

Born:  Scheelebelle, Belgium, November 27, 1858 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 5, 1921 

 

Brother Anthony entered the Congregation in 1894 in his thirty-sixth 

year while he was a resident of Boston.  Of his twenty-seven years in re-

ligion, he spent one as cook at Mt. St. Joseph's, one in the same capacity 

at St. John's in Worcester, and the remainder at St. Mary's Industrial 

School.  He was one of the Brothers who, after the fire in April, 1919, 

accompanied three hundred of the boys to Camp Holabird where they 

lived as refugees.  When the group returned to St. Mary's six months lat-

er, make-shift conditions prevailed.  It was strenuous living.  Brother 

Anthony succumbed to pneumonia in his sixty-third year. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 404. 
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F E B R U A R Y   5 

 

 

BROTHER ANSELM  (Daniel A. Regan) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, September 1, 1873 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, February 5, 1957 

 

Brother Anselm was one of our long-lived patriarchs.  Entering the novi-

tiate at Baltimore on July 1, 1890, when he was not quite seventeen, he 

was clothed in the habit that August 15th while the community was still 

saying the "De Profundis" for the late Brother Anselm Hagemann.  In 

his long career he had many assignments, among them the Superiorship 

at Wheeling, West Virginia, and at Old Point Comfort.  No matter what 

school he was with, he dedicated himself to the building up of the li-

brary.  As a gifted romanticizer, Brother Anselm could describe our 

drabbest mission and make his pupils feel that it was the showplace of 

the Riviera.  A devotee of the Bible, he prepared a study of the Holy 

Book for use in our schools.  He worked on this project down to his 

death.  He died in his eighty-fourth year, his sixty-seventh in the Con-

gregation. 

 

 

BROTHER WILLIAM DOHERTY  (Brother Ignatius) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, December 3, 1933 

Died:  Sante Fe, New Mexico, February 5, 1978 

 

Having graduated from St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody, Brother Wil-

liam entered in 1951.  During his twenty-seven years as a Xaverian, he 

taught at Keith Academy; Ryken High School in Leonardtown; Good 

Counsel High School in Wheaton, Maryland; Xaverian College, Man-

chester, England; and Xaverian College, Silver Spring, Maryland.  His 

last assignment, five years, was as Religious Supervisor for the Diocese 

of Richmond, Virginia.  He died in his forty-fifth year of a heart attack 

only a few days after his arrival in Sante Fe to attend the De LaSalle 

Christian Brothers' renewal program at the Sangre de Christo Center. 
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F E B R U A R Y   5 

 

 

BROTHER BLAISE (John Vincent Rooney) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, February 6, 1929 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, February 5, 2011 

 

Of his sixty-four years in religious life, Brother Blaise spent forty-one of 

them in the borough of Brooklyn, his native land.  Born and educated in 

Brooklyn, he first met the Xaverian Brothers at Holy Name School.  

Graduating from Holy Name, he entered St. Joseph Juniorate in Peabody 

where he began life-long relationships with those who would become his 

novitiate classmates.   

 

Missioned to Holy Cross in 1950, Blaise was one of those Brothers who 

earned his degree by degrees at St. John’s University.  Teaching the 4
rd

 

and 5
th

 grade at Holy Cross, he would travel after school and on Satur-

days by subway to the St. John’s campus.   

 

Leaving Brooklyn in 1954, Blaise spent three years at Leonard Hall, two 

years at the Good Counsel Annex in New York, six years at Good Coun-

sel in Wheaton and nine years at Mount Saint Joseph.  All the while, he 

very much wanted to return to Brooklyn which he did in 1974.  He only 

taught, however, for a year at Xaverian High before he retired from the 

classroom and became a factotum for the school, delivering mail and 

performing other errands. 

 

In his eulogy for Brother Blaise, his classmate, Brother Thomas Murphy, 

wrote: 

 

Brother Blaise would have been repelled by the idea of being con-

sidered saintly, which he was, but I believe, as do others, that he 

was one of those chosen souls with a special calling to endure in-

cessant physical and psychological agony throughout his life as his 

portion of the cross.  Think of it - - - the limitations of being deaf 
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and blind at the same time would be enough to daunt the strongest 

among us, but to be bathed and dressed by others on a daily basis, 

to be fed by a tube four times a day, to undergo painful physical 

therapy and to depend on others for the simplest services are all 

surrenders of the will and independence that could become next to 

unendurable with each passing day.  Yet Blaise complied humbly 

and actually was grateful for the attentions and efforts of others on 

his behalf.  In fact there were even occasions when others visited 

him when he managed to cheer them up. 

 

In one of his sonnets John Milton wrote, “They also serve who only 

stand and wait.”  In his physical debilitation and the psychological ef-

fects of it, Blaise spent many years waiting for the Lord.  His suffering 

was his apostolate.  On April 5, 2011, the Lord decided that Blaise had 

waited enough and took him home to Himself. 
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F E B R U A R Y   7 

 

 

BROTHER WILFRID  (Thomas Mazza) 

Born:  Reading, Pennsylvania, December 25, 1900 

Died:  Newton Highlands, Massachusetts, February 7, 1927 

 

Brother Wilfrid entered the Congregation in 1918 and was clothed with 

the habit on March 19, 1919.  He pronounced final vows in 1923.  His 

one teaching assignment was at Alexandria, Virginia, where he was idol-

ized for his quiet, gentle ways.  Having developed tuberculosis, the af-

termath of influenza in his case, he was freed from teaching and trans-

ferred to the Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands where it was 

hoped the invigorating atmosphere might arrest the disease.  For four 

years he did light duties and acted as the community chauffeur.  He was 

active until two days before the end.  When he died, he was twenty-six 

years of age and had been a Xaverian for nine years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 474. 

 

 

BROTHER MAURICE  (Joseph Raepsaet) 

Born:  Courtrai, Belgium, December 12, 1886 

Died:  Knokke, Belgium, February 7, 1957 

 

 

 

BROTHER MICHEL  (August Vandenweghe) 

Born:  Gullegem, West Flanders, Belgium, February 4, 1889 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 7, 1966 

 

Brother Michel was the elder brother of Brother Xavier (May 1) and 

half-brother of Brother Kamiel (November 13).  Entering the Congrega-

tion as an aspirant in July of 1904 when he was fifteen, he was invested 

two years later.  For two periods at Heist and Knokke, Brother Michel 

served as Superior.  This was, in a certain sense, a family tradition.  The 
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first Belgian Provincial and Acting Superior General during World War 

I, Brother Theofiel, was his mother's brother, while his own brother, 

Brother Xavier, guided the Belgian Province as its sixth Provincial 

through the difficult years of World War II.  Brother Michel was a great 

teacher; his fields were math and biology.  Retiring from the classroom 

at the age of seventy, he preferred to remain at the Institute rather than 

join the retired community at Sint Michiels.  Collecting stamps and solv-

ing compound crossword puzzles filled his retirement years.  Brother 

Michel died unexpectedly three days after his seventy-seventh birthday.  

He had been one of the four members of the Belgian Province who, in 

1964, jointly celebrated their diamond jubilees. 
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F E B R U A R Y   8 

 

 

BROTHER AMBROSIUS  (Godfrey Luenger) 

Born:  Crefeld, Germany, September 21, 1846 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, February 8, 1930 

 

In 1895 after thirty years in the community in Bruges, Brother 

Ambrosius was assigned to the United States.  For two years, in the in-

terim between the passing of Brother Paul and the choice of Brother 

Basil, he was the sacrificial goat as Novice Master.  Returning to 

Bruges, he was placed in charge of the scholastics and novices at 

Torhout where property had been rented in 1898 and then purchased in 

1904.  In World War I he was Superior of the young Brothers forced to 

wait out the duration in Sluis, Holland.  He got back to the community in 

1920.  He was seventy-four.  For a time he lived at the country place in 

Sint Michiels.  His last abode was the place he loved, Torhout.  He died 

in his eighty-fourth year. 

 

 

BROTHER DONATIEN  (August Maenhoudt) 

Born:  Dudzele, West Flanders, Belgium, December 30, 1902 

Died:  Proven, West Flanders, Belgium, February 8, 1950 

 

Brother Donatien, from Dudzele near Bruges, came to us in 1919 a few 

weeks before his seventeenth birthday.  Physical injuries resulting from 

war material made him fit for light work only.  For several years he 

helped in the kitchen at Knokke and then he became porter at the Insti-

tute in Bruges.  Specially gifted in artistic drawing, he prepared an illus-

trated address for each of the jubilarians of his day.  A re-occurrence of 

his leg trouble forced him to depend on crutches for some time.  Hospi-

talized in Bruges, he edified his fellow-patients by his patience and res-

ignation.  He died of tuberculosis at the sanitarium at Proven, but at his 

earnest request he was buried in our community lot in Bruges. 
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F E B R U A R Y   8 

 

 

BROTHER BRENDAN  (Christopher P. Costello) 

Born:  Dunmore, County Galway, Ireland, December 24, 1910 

Died:  Detroit, Michigan, February 8, 1964 

 

While still very young, Christopher Costello migrated with his family to 

northern England, to Juddersfield in the West Riding of Yorkshire.  He 

grew up in the Irish enclave of St. Patrick's Parish, where he became ab-

sorbed in football (soccer to Americans) and worked as a wool grader in 

the textile factories.  Wearing a brown suit and a bowler,  he presented 

himself at age twenty-one at Deeping St. James on January 20, 1932.  

Brother Cyril, the Novice Master, placed the bowler on the scarecrow in 

the garden.  After a short stay at Foxhunt Manor in Sussex, a preparatory 

school for Mayfield College, Brother Brendan went to Mayfield itself 

where he spent the next twenty years in the linen room and tailor shop of 

this boarding secondary school.  From 1950 to 1956 he served as Supe-

rior at Mayfield, a position he did not want.  Under the responsibility 

and feelings of inadequacy and isolation, he weakened and fell victim to 

depression and a sense of loneliness.  The cross of leadership was lifted 

from his shoulders when, in 1956, he was sent to Baltimore where the 

veteran maker of habits at the Mount, Al Wise, had retired and a re-

placement was badly needed.  After three months in Baltimore, Brother 

Brendan spent three years at the juniorate in Leonardtown where he was 

a diligent worker, turning out one and a half habits per day.  For another 

three year period he was stationed at XC.  In 1963 he was assigned to 

Don Bosco Hall in Detroit as treasurer and prefect.  There he became a 

member of the American Province and applied for citizenship.  He ap-

peared to be in excellent health and was surprised when a hospital 

check-up showed that he had diabetes.  He was found dead in bed.  The 

medical examiner attributed death to an acute coronary, possibly in-

duced by insulin shock or diabetic coma.  Brother Brendan was fifty-
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three years old and had been a Xaverian for thirty-two years. 

F E B R U A R Y   9 

 

 

BROTHER WILLIBRORD  (Martin Reijgersberg) 

Born:  Schiedam, Holland, January 1, 1833 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 9, 1888 

 

Several of our Brothers in the early days came from Schiedam, Holland, 

which is not far from Rotterdam.  One of these was Martin Reijgersberg, 

who entered at Bruges on August 1, 1867, in his thirty-fifth year.  That 

December 3rd he received the habit and took as his patron St. 

Willibrord, the Apostle of the Frisians and the first Bishop of Utrecht.  

Professed on December 31, 1870, he was sent to Preston, England, as 

cook and houseman.  On January 17, 1874, he accompanied Brother Ig-

natius Melis to the new foundation at Bolton, Lancashire.  Sometime lat-

er, perhaps when we withdrew from Bolton on December 23, 1881, 

Brother Willibrord was re-assigned to Bruges where he died in 1888.  

His is the first death recorded in the Belgian Province for the thirteen 

year period that began on January 28, 1875. 

 

 

BROTHER BENNETT  (Joseph J. Klinger) 

Born:  Hazelton, Pennsylvania, April 3, 1908 

Died:  Silver Spring, Maryland, February 9, 1958 

 

Brother Bennett was clothed in the habit on March 19, 1929, a few 

weeks prior to his twenty-first birthday.  His one teaching assignment 

was at St. Patrick's in Lowell, Massachusetts.  Stricken with encephali-

tis, he was an invalid for the rest of his life.  He passed a quarter of a 

century, for the most part resigned to his illness and smiling as often as 

he could.  His was a living martyrdom. 

F E B R U A R Y   9 
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BROTHER JOHN LESICA (Brother John) 

Born: Manhattan, New York, October 7, 1926 

Died: Brooklyn, New York, February 9, 1999 

 

Brother John Lesica was one of two children born to John and Catherine 

Lesica in the borough of Manhattan in New York City.  Later, during his 

teenage years, his family moved to Rego Park, Queens. 

 

He attended Cardinal Hayes High School in the Bronx where he was a 

member of the third graduating class in 1944.  It was here that he came 

into contact with the Xaverian Brothers who formed a part of the faculty 

of this large school. 

 

Following graduation, John entered the novitiate at Fort Monroe, Virgin-

ia on July 6, 1944.  As a scholastic he attended Xaverian College and 

Catholic University where he earned his bachelor’s degree in English in 

1950 and later earned a Master’s Degree there.  In later years he earned 

another Master’s Degree in religious counseling from Iona College.  

 

His first mission was Mt. St. Joseph’s High School in Baltimore.  In 

1957 he moved to St. Joseph’s Preparatory School in Bardstown, Ken-

tucky where he served as resident director and teacher until 1961.  From 

1961 he was headmaster and superior at Leonard Hall, Leonardtown, 

Maryland.  This was followed by a year as an administrative assistant at 

Nazareth High School in Brooklyn, New York.  The following year, he 

was appointed principal and superior of the thirty-seven member com-

munity at Xaverian High School in Brooklyn.  In 1972 he was appointed 

formation director of Ryken House in Brooklyn.  From 1972 to 1974 he 

was a member of the staff of the Catholic Charities’ Office of Pastoral 

Care of the Sick, and served as chaplain at Lutheran Medical Center at 

Sunset Park.  He trained people to be Eucharistic Ministers in hospitals, 

nursing homes and to the homebound.  After returning to teach at 

Xaverian High School until 1978, he then joined the provincial staff as 

vocation director until 1982.  From 1982 to 1985, he served as program 

specialist for pastoral care to the sick at Catholic Charities in Brooklyn.  



93 

In 1985 he received certification as hospital chaplain at St. Francis Hos-

pital, Roslyn, New York where he ministered until his sudden death.  

While serving at St. Francis, he trained seminarians from the Brooklyn 

and Rockville Centre 

Dioceses in pastoral care. 

 

Brother John Lesica’s wake was held in Brooklyn followed by a funeral 

liturgy in his home parish of Resurrection-Ascension in Rego Park.  He 

was buried alongside his fellow Xaverians in Resurrection Cemetery  on 

Staten Island, New York.     
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F E B R U A R Y   9 

 

BROTHER DECLAN (John Richard Kane) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York,  February 14, 1932 

Died: Baltimore, Maryland,  February 9, 2006 

 

Born in Brooklyn and educated at Saint Michael’s, John Kane entered 

the Xaverian Brothers in September of 1951 after a year of college.  Re-

ceiving the Holy Habit and the name Declan on Saint Joseph’s Day in 

1952, he retained his religious name when Brothers were given the op-

tion to return to their baptismal name.  Graduating from The Catholic 

University with a degree in French and Spanish, he began his teaching 

career at Saint Xavier in Louisville and made stops in his first five years 

at Hayes and Saint John’s Prep.  In 1961 he arrived at Mount Saint Jo-

seph, and with one brief interruption when he went to Florida to care for 

his mother, he remained at the Mount for thirty-six years until he retired 

in 1997. During his career he earned two Master’s degrees, one from 

Middlebury College and one from Webster University.  

 

In his long years at Mount Saint Joseph, Declan served as a teacher of 

religion, Spanish and French, as a guidance counselor and as the resident 

school “character.”  Declan’s flamboyant style was a joy to his students 

and to his colleagues. A wearer of bizarre ties himself, he was always 

ready to loan one of his ties to a student who had forgotten his.  Every-

one in the school knew when a student had on a Declan tie because De-

clan ties were unique.  He was particularly dedicated to boys who were 

experiencing physical or emotional difficulties, and he remained in 

touch with many of his former students long after he had taught them.  

At his funeral it was revealed that he had been visiting for thirty years a 

Mount alumnus who was in prison for murder.  Declan was particularly 

adept at death, and no wake of anyone associated with the Mount went 

unvisited nor any funeral unattended.  Declan was a funeral home fixture 

in the greater Baltimore area! If Christ does indeed use the criteria for 

judgment in Matthew 25, then Declan certainly passed with flying col-

ors.  The sick, the imprisoned, and the dying were his special care. 
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Declan was waked at Mount Saint Joseph where a multitude of his for-

mer students and friends paid their respects, and he was buried in Bonnie 

Brae.  By his own request, he was buried in the habit and not in one of 

his rather bizarre ties.  It seemed that he wanted to end as he began.  His 

good friend, Father Christopher Whatley, celebrated his funeral and gave 

the homily while his friend and former Xaverian, Louis Mercarola, gave 

the eulogy.  The 250 boys in the Mount Saint Joseph senior class served 

as an honor guard at the funeral, and seven Mount Saint Joseph juniors 

carried Declan to his grave, a tribute Declan would certainly have appre-

ciated. 

 

A man who spent much of his life assisting people when death had 

touched their friends or families, Declan displayed in his dying that he 

had taken to heart the words of Saint Paul, “Death shall have no domin-

ion.”  He died serenely surrounded by his loving family.           

          

F E B R U A R Y   1 0 

 

BROTHER IGNATIUS  (Anthony Melis) 

Born:  Gemert, Holland, October 23, 1816 

Died:  Preston, Lancashire, England, February 10, 1897 

 

Brother Ignatius Melis is No. 1 on the Xaverian Register, the first candi-

date to persevere.  The Founder referred to him as "my eldest son."  He 

pioneered at our first mission at Bury, England, and at Louisville, Ken-

tucky.  For forty-seven years he was associated with our English mis-

sions at Bury, Manchester, Bolton, and Preston.  His book of "Notes" 

along with those of Brother John Segers gave us our only first-hand re-

port on the founding days.  All his life down in to the days of his almost 

incapacitation, he was the catechist to whom the clergy referred prospec-

tive converts for their lessons in catechism. 

 

 

BROTHER ANSELME  (Joseph Benoot) 
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Born:  Bruges, Belgium, February 10, 1889 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 10, 1982 

 

Joseph Benoot was born in St. James Parish in Bruges on February 10, 

1889.  He attended the parish school on Ezelstraat, the very street where 

the Xaverian Congregation had been founded in 1839.  He was attracted 

to the life of his teachers, and a month before his thirteenth birthday he 

became an aspirant in the Xaverian Brothers Juniorate at Houthulst.  He 

took the Xaverian habit and name of Brother Anselme on September 8, 

1904.  After the regular four-year normal school education, he began his 

teaching career at age nineteen at his own parish school of St. James.  

During the next thirty years he taught music and voice at the Institute in 

Bruges, was Novice Master for one year, and served as both Headmaster 

and Superior at the Institute in those difficult pre-World War II days of 

the Flemish movement and military mobilization.  Brother Anselme 

served in Rome as Vicar General from 1947 to 1953.  When he returned 

to Belgium, he served for six years as treasurer of the Institute in Bruges.  

He always had an interest in technology and mechanical works, and it 

was not uncommon to see the treasurer in overalls engaged in one or 

other technical works to the amazement of the brethren of those days.  In 

1959, at the age of seventy, he retired to the Landhuis in Sint Michiels to 

enjoy a few years of rest.  These few years would prove to be more than 

twenty-two and most were spent rendering service as local treasurer and 

sacristan.  During this time Brother Anselme was true to his resolution 

"Never to worry" to which he ascribed the fact that he had been able to 

grow old so graciously.  The weakness of old age, despite his strong 

frame, caught up with him at St. Francis Xavier Clinic in Bruges where 

he died on his ninety-third birthday, having served eighty years as a 

Xaverian Brother. 

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 0  

 

 

BROTHER ATHANAAS (Jules Dewulf) 

Born: Zarren, Belgium, July 17, 1912 
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Died: Bruges, Belgium, February 10, 1996 

 

Whoever met Brother Athanaas could not help being impressed by his 

size: he was the tallest brother in the Belgian Province.  At the same 

time another characteristic was equally impressive: he was as timid as he 

was tall. 

 

After his family had fled to France from Zarren because of World War I, 

they returned to the villages of Klerken, a village within walking dis-

tance of Houthulst, where the Xaverian Brothers were opening a new 

school replacing one that had been completely destroyed during the war.  

As a student at Houthulst, young James Dewulf decided to join the 

Xaverian Brothers and he was accepted at the juniorate in Moerkerke.  

From Moerkerke he moved on to Torhout where he became a novice 

with the name of Brother Athanaas.  After he earned his primary diplo-

ma as a primary school teacher and fulfilled his military service as a 

“stretcher bearer,” he taught in the primary schools of Zedelgem, Heist 

and St. Gregory’s in Bruges.  Meanwhile, however, Brother Athanaas 

had volunteer for service in the new Xaverian mission in the Belgian 

Congo. 

 

In April, 1938 he traveled to Africa with three companions who made 

history as the first brothers allowed to wear a white habit instead of the 

usual black one.  Brother Athanaas would serve in Congo as a primary 

teacher, as treasurer and as headmaster until his return to Belgium in 

1974.  At this time he was assigned to the Heist community where he 

was prefect of studies and local superior (1983-1990) until he received 

the official state pension when he requested to spend his final years in 

the brothers’ community in Bruges.  Here, semi-senile, and suffering 

from intestinal cancer, he spent three months in St. Luke’s Hospital in 

the suburb of Assebroek, where he died peacefully early in the morning 

of February 10, 1996.  After a funeral mass in the Church of Our Lady, 

he was buried in the Xaverian plot of the cemetery at Steenbrugge, 

where the Founder is also buried. 
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F E B R U A R Y    1 1 

 

 

BROTHER BONAVENTURE  (Martin De Haan) 

Born:  Merbosch, Holland, January 16, 1867 

Died:  London, England, February 11, 1932 

 

Brother Bonaventure entered in Bruges in 1888 and was professed there 

on September 8, 1891.  Transferred to the English Province in 1900, he 

gave many years of quiet and efficient service in the kitchen of Clapham 

College.  He could make jolly good fruitcake, and he was very proud of 

this accomplishment.  He used to say, "I make good cakes."  Toward the 

end of his life, he became lame as the result of a fall about which he said 

nothing.  He died at St. James Hospital in Balham. 

 

 

BROTHER RAPHAEL  (Edward Collins) 

Born:  Troy, New York, May 24, 1863 

Died:  Newton Highlands, Massachusetts, February 11, 1936 

 

Brother Raphael goes way back to August of 1884.  He had met the 

Brothers when they taught in West Troy during the 1880-1881 school 

year.  Having made the rounds of the parochial schools which we staffed 

in those days, he was assigned in 1909 to the Working Boys' Home in 

Newton Highlands.  Here he passed the last twenty-seven of his fifty-

two years in religion.  He was in Brother Julian's words "an oldtime war-

rior with a never-let-up heart of youth." 

 

 

BROTHER CARROLL  (Martin Zech) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 22, 1888 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 11, 1963 

 

No name appealed more to American Xaverians than did that of Martin 

Zech.  Like that of the more internationally-known Kilroy, it was used in 
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many places, and in the days when a pseudonym was required for those 

taking comprehensive examinations at Catholic University, it appeared 

in each of the first three classes of English majors.  The legal owner of 

the name, a Baltimorean by birth, was orphaned before he was ten.  At 

fifteen he became sacristan of the flourishing Redemptorist Church, St. 

Michael's in East Baltimore.  Wearing a cassock during church services 

and living with the Redemptorists but not joining the Congregation, he 

worked in this capacity, except for Naval service during World War I, 

until the age of thirty-four when he entered the Xaverians in 1922.  After 

completing his novitiate training, Brother Carroll spent the first of sever-

al stays as a pioneer member of the St. Joseph Juniorate community 

where he taught music and languages.  In all he spent thirteen years 

there and left his heart at Oak Hill among the MacIntyre architecture, the 

greener grass, the fatter cows and the milkier milk.  In 1937 he obtained 

his Masters degree in German from CU.  From 1939 to 1947 he became 

part of the folklore at Kinkora, as Xaverian College was known.  He 

taught German and history but was better known as procurator.  From 

that period linger stories about the cookies he introduced as staple des-

serts and the unpalatable Kix cereal, bought by the carload to obtain 

necessary tableware with the coupons.  After leaving Maryland he 

jumped from St. Michael's in Brooklyn to Danvers to Newton, until in 

1952 he reached St. Xavier's, the last of his missions.  For eleven years 

he taught languages in his soft, gentle manner; moderated the Xaverian 

Guild; and acted as cafeteria cashier.  He died of a heart attack in his for-

ty-first year as a Xaverian.                    

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER MAJELLA  (Francis M. McCarthy) 

Born:  Chicago, Illinois, March 24, 1893 

Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, February 11, 1965 

 

Francis McCarthy graduated from Crane Technical High School in Chi-

cago in 1912.  For a time he worked for his father, an engineer engaged 
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in installing fire control systems.  Apparently the seed of his vocation 

was sown through a piece of literature about the Xaverian Brothers that 

had fallen into his hands.  He was welcomed to the novitiate by Brother 

Alphonse and received the habit and the name Majella on October 14, 

1914.  Brother Majella's first mission was St. John's in Danvers where he 

remained for nineteen years, teaching math and science and serving as 

both Prefect of Discipline and Studies from 1930 to 1934.  This long 

span at Danvers was interrupted by a year's sabbatical (1925 to 1926) to 

earn his MA degree from Catholic University.  He had already obtained 

a BS degree from Mt. St. Joseph's College.  For a little more than a year 

he acted as both Provincial Secretary and Treasurer under Brother Am-

brose and was then appointed Superior of the scholastic community at 

XC in December, 1935.  Living conditions at XC in its first decade were 

rather primitive, and the scholastics had of necessity to do without many 

things.  Life was on the rugged side, and Brother Majella fit neatly into 

the pattern.  Himself an austere man, he took privations in stride.  At the 

end of his term in 1941, he joined the faculty of St. Joseph's Preparatory 

School in Bardstown where he settled in for sixteen uninterrupted and 

serene years.  1957 found him on the faculty of the spanking-new 

Xaverian High School in Brooklyn.  He was sixty-four at the time, and 

as his robust health was beginning to wane, he taught a reduced schedule 

of math classes.  In 1960, when the American Province was divided, 

Brother Majella retired from teaching and was assigned to the new 

provincialate/novitiate of the St. Joseph Province on the grounds of the 

former Working Boys' Home.  Here he acted as novitiate Treasurer.  

Five months after his golden jubilee, which he had enjoyed immensely 

in spite of his being on crutches, he died of a complication of diseases at 

St. Elizabeth's Hospital in Brighton.  Doctors and nurses regarded him as 

the perfect patient. 
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F E B R U A R Y   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER LUKE  (Denis Callahan) 

Born:  County Clare, Ireland, October 2, 1863 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 12, 1888 

 

Brother Luke emigrated from Ireland to Meriden, Connecticut, in July, 

1880, when he was seventeen.  He came to us three years later.  Father 

Thomas Walsh, pastor of St. Rose's in Meriden, had given him a 

Xaverian circular.  With Brother Cyril (October 2) and Brother Andrew 

(December 26), he received the habit on April 15th, the feast of the Pat-

ronage of St. Joseph.  In August, these three young novices were as-

signed to Louisville.  Brother Luke taught at St. Louis Bertrand School.  

Dying in 1888, he spent a month less than five years in religion. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 203. 

 

 

BROTHER ROGER  (James Ryan) 

Born:  Cork, Ireland, August 16, 1890 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 12, 1912 

 

Brother Roger entered the novitiate from Medway, Massachusetts, when 

he was nineteen.  In the fall of 1911, he was taken from the novitiate 

temporarily to substitute but caught a cold on the train to Louisville.  On 

his arrival he made no mention of the fact that he was unwell.  Inside of 

a month, the neglected cold had developed into the advance stages of 

galloping consumption.  Returning to the novitiate, Brother Roger made 

a deathbed profession on December 17, 1911.  Within fifteen months of 

his entrance, he was listed among Our Dead. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 373. 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  (John McDermott) 

Born:  Liverpool, England, June 1, 1845 
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Died:  Mayfield, England, February 12, 1915 

 

Brother John Chrysostom entered in Manchester, England, in 1863 when 

he was eighteen.  Brother Cajetan Van Tournhout described him as "that 

big, laughing Irishman."  He was appointed Vicar in 1895 to the ailing 

Brother Vincent.  On May 2, 1899 he became General.  Brother John 

Chrysostom visited the States annually and encouraged exchanges of 

visits to strengthen the idea that the Provinces were only parts of an in-

ternational organization.  At his golden jubilee in 1913, he was already 

failing.  He wept as Brother Isidore, his close friend, unleashed a flood 

of oratory praising his years of service.  He died in 1915 when World 

War I was shaping up as a life-and-death struggle. 
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F E B R U A R Y   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER GODFRIED  (Emeric De Vlieghere) 

Born:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, Belgium, February 14, 1908 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 12, 1978 

 

Brother Godfried, a Xaverian for fifty-three years, died at St. John's 

Hospital, Bruges, two days before his seventieth birthday.  He was pre-

ceded in death by two blood brothers, Brother Laurent (July 2) and 

Brother Hippoliet (January 2), who had been Provincial of the Belgian 

Province from 1954 to 1960.  Brother Godfried taught at the Institute in 

Bruges.  During World War II he was a prisoner of war confined to a 

camp in Germany.  Assigned to the Congo (Zaire) in 1945, he served 

there until his sight failed in 1969.  Returning to Belgium, he learned to 

read and write Braille which he taught down to his death.   

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 3  

 

 

BROTHER LOUIS  (Eugene F. Sullivan) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, June 17, 1897 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, February 13, 1955 

 

Pronounced tubercular in 1921, supposedly an indirect casualty of the 

influenza which raged in World War I, Brother Louis was a bed patient 

at Mt. St. Joseph's for fifteen years.  In 1937 he began to improve.  He 

learned to walk.  Eventually he resumed light duties at St. John's Prep in 

Danvers where he died thirty-three years after he had been stricken. 

 

 

BROTHER BEDE  (John Howard) 

Born:  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, June 7, 1902 

Died:  Hexham, Northumberland, England, February 13, 1962 
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Brother Bede entered on October 15, 1924, when he was twenty-two, 

and he pronounced his final vows in 1930.  He taught at Mayfield and 

then at Brighton until 1938 when he was named Novice Master.  Return-

ing to the classroom in 1945, he served at Brighton and subsequently at 

Foxhunt Manor and at Mayfield, teaching general subjects in the Lower 

School.  He was always good company, and at recreation his good-

natured laugh rang out frequently.  He could find fun in the smallest 

things.  As a hobby he took up painting in oils and surprised himself and 

everybody else with his unexpected talent.  He died of cancer at St. Ca-

millus Hospital, Hexham, Northumberland. 

F E B R U A R Y   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER LEO  (John Wright) 

Born:  Dover, England, October 12, 1875 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, February 14, 1905 

 

Entering at Mayfield on August 1, 1891, in his sixteenth year, Brother 

Leo received the habit on September 17, 1892, and made his profession 

on Xavier Day in 1895.  Assigned to Bruges in 1900 as an assistant in 

the English section, he fell a victim to tuberculosis and died in 1905, in 

his thirtieth year, at the country place in Sint Michiels. 

 

 

BROTHER VICTOR  (Thomas McCurry) 

Born:  Carrigallen, Ireland, November 27, 1843 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 14, 1932 

 

Brother Victor was not quite forty-one when he entered on September 

29, 1884.  He spent the next forty-eight years at St. Mary's Industrial 

School where he was the good shepherd for the small boys.  A native of 

Ireland, he had lived for some time in New Haven, Connecticut, where 

he was an early member of an incipient organization that grew into the 

Knights of Columbus with over a million members.  Brother Victor was 
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an amateur astronomer who had the knack of making all with whom he 

had dealings aware of the glories of the heavens. 

 

 

BROTHER COLUMBANUS  (Thomas B. McLaughlin) 

Born:  Church Point, Nova Scotia, Canada, October 31, 1884 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, February 14, 1960 

 

Brother Columbanus, from the Acadian country in Nova Scotia, received 

the habit on July 3, 1906.  His first teaching assignment was at Mt. St. 

Joseph's.  He was first choice to fill in for the Novice Master both at Mt. 

St. Joseph's and at Old Point.  He served as Superior at St. Paul's in 

Portsmouth, Virginia, from 1921 to 1927.  His last twenty-four years of 

active service were spent teaching the fourth graders at Holy Name 

School in Brooklyn.  For fourteen of these years, he was in charge of the 

Brooklyn Auxiliary, and under his guidance it became the outstanding 

unit in the Xaverian Guild.  Brother Columbanus was the third oldest in 

a family of ten boys.  When he died in his seventy-sixth year at the in-

firmary of St. John's Prep at Danvers, he left two older brothers and five 

younger ones to mourn him. 

 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 4  

 

 

BROTHER GREGORY  (John E. Galligan) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, January 16, 1941 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 14, 1980 

 

A graduate of Holy Name Grade School and St. Michael's Diocesan 

High School, Brooklyn, John Galligan entered the novitiate at Fortress 

Monroe, Virginia, on July 8, 1958.  He received the habit the following 

September and was given the name Rosarian which he changed to Greg-

ory in 1963.  His first teaching assignment was at Nazareth High School 
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in Brooklyn.  He remained there from 1964 to 1969 when he was trans-

ferred to St. Xavier's in Louisville, his second and last assignment.  He 

served for periods of time as Assistant Principal at both schools.  Brother 

Gregory's teaching field was history, and he received both his AB from 

Catholic University and his MA from New York University in Social 

Studies.  At the time of his death, he was serving both on the guidance 

staff at St. X and finishing up an MA in Guidance from Western Ken-

tucky University.  Always a quiet man, naturally shy and reserved, he 

died suddenly at his community residence in Louisville.  The cause of 

death was a massive internal hemorrhage resulting from the rupture of 

the esophagus.  Wakes were conducted in both Louisville and Brooklyn, 

and the funeral Mass was celebrated from Brother's home parish, Holy 

Name.  His body was interred at St. Charles Cemetery in Farmingdale, 

Long Island.  Brother Gregory was thirty-nine years old and had been a 

Xaverian for twenty-one years. 

F E B R U A R Y   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER REGIS  (Edward A. McGurin) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, June 7, 1885 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, February 15, 1953 

 

Brother Regis spent almost fifty-two years in the community.  Beginning 

with his first assignment, he was never far from a classroom.  He labored 

in all sections of the Province until he was forced to bed.  Never robust 

and usually in poor health, he would not hear of retirement but continued 

to teach until literally he was no longer able to go to the classroom. 

 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN E.  BARDO (Brother Vincent Ferrer) 

Born: Windber, Pennsylvania, March 28, 1924 
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Died: Catonsville, Maryland, February 15, 1993 

 

Windber was a company town in a coal mining region of Pennsylvania 

when John Bardo was born.  It counted a Polish, Slovak, Italian and 

Hungarian parish besides a regular territorial one.  John was one of six 

children of immigrant parents from Abruzzi, Italy, Ulisse and Rose 

(Ferrante) Bardo.  After graduating from the public high school, he 

wanted to join the Franciscans of Loreto, Pennsylvania, but they rec-

ommended the Xaverian Brothers.  He entered the novitiate at Old Point 

Comfort, Virginia, on September 18, 1942.  He made his final profession 

on March 19, 1948. 

 

John won a B.A. at St. John’s University, Brooklyn, in 1952 and an 

M.A. at Boston College in 1959.  His first mission was Keith Academy, 

Lowell, after which he had brief stints at Holy Name, Brooklyn, St. Jo-

seph’s Prep, Bardstown and John Bapst High School, Bangor, Maine, 

before returning to Lowell in 1955. 

 

In 1973 John lost both his job at the Mount and the small community in 

which he lived.  He was the first Xaverian to fall victim to a new provin-

cial policy, wherein the brothers were expected to find their own em-

ployment and place of residence.  Perplexed, John lived for a time with 

his sister in Windber and worked in a shoe store.  He also lived with a 

niece in Delaware and helped sell trailers.  Still wishing to make a career 

in education, he was briefly a teacher at St. Peter’s Olney, Maryland and 

family minister at Star of the Sea Parish, Indian Head, Maryland.  He al-

so took courses in theology at Marist College, Poughkeepsie, New York. 

 

In 1977 he was made Director of Catechetics for the Diocese of Wil-

mington, Delaware, a position he held until 1979, when he was invited 

to become Director of Religious Education for the Diocese of Arlington, 

Virginia.  There for ten years, his quiet competence was highly regarded 

by everyone with whom he associated from the bishop on down.  In 

1989 he decided to move on and in 1990 he took the job of director of 

adult education at the innovative parish of St. Vincent de Paul in Balti-
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more.  Finally in 1991, he was invited to join the provincial staff as di-

rector of personnel.  In that position, he died unexpectedly of a heart at-

tack in 1993.  

 

John Bardo is remembered as a gentle, caring and compassionate broth-

er, whose presence and ministry had a profound influence on many. 
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F E B R U A R Y   1 5 

 

BROTHER DAVID SAMUEL EDDY    (Brother Dreux) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, February 19, 1948 

Died:  Arlington, Virginia, February 15, 2010 

 

Born in Worcester, Massachusetts, David was the third of the seven 

children of Robert and Irene Eddy.  Transferring into Saint John’s High 

School for his junior year, somewhat against his will, David announced 

to his parents, after six months at Saint John’s, that he intended to be-

come a Xaverian Brother.  He never looked back.  Entering at Newton 

Highlands, he was in the last class which the redoubtable Br. Kevin 

Kenney would receive into the novitiate.  After his profession, David 

began studies at Catholic University and then transferred to the Univer-

sity of Massachusetts where he received his bachelor’s degree in math-

ematics in 1972.   

 

David began his teaching career at Malden Catholic where he served 

from 1972 until 1976, teaching mathematics, prefecting dances, driving 

the school bus and doing all of those things which young Xaverian 

Brothers did in those days.  In 1976 he began a nine year mission at Xa-

vier High School where he taught mathematics, managed the bookstore 

and directed the school’s sophomore retreat program.   

 

In 1985 Father Paul Loverde, of the Diocese of Norwich, asked David to 

become his secretary in the priests’ personnel office at the chancery.  

That began a twenty-five year association between Bishop Loverde and 

David.  David served as the bishop’s right hand man in Norwich and 

then in the Archdiocese of Hartford when Father Loverde was named 

auxiliary bishop there.  David and Bishop Loverde then traveled to the 

Diocese of Ogdensburg in upstate New York where Bishop Loverde had 

been appointed Ordinary.  In 1999 Bishop Loverde was appointed Ordi-

nary of the Diocese of Arlington, and David served with him in Virginia 

until his death. 
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Because David worked outside of the Xaverian system, as it were, and 

because he was a very private person, the Brothers did not know a great 

deal about his work.  In the days of his dying and at his wake and funer-

al, Brother Lawrence Harvey heard countless stories of David’s kindness 

and generosity and of his fraternal concern for all those he met in his 

ministry in Arlington.  In his eulogy for David, Brother Lawrence com-

mented: 

 

Over and over again last week as I spoke with chancery staff in Arling-

ton, business people and contractors, medical professionals who inter-

acted with Brother David, priests and seminarians he mentored, I heard 

them speak of his presence, his availability, his reaching out to them in 

many unseen ways. As that has been true these past 11 years here in Ar-

lington, so it was true in David’s years in Hartford and Norwich as well 

as at Malden Catholic and Xavier as a teacher of math and computers, 

a moderator of student activities, retreat director, driver of the school 

bus and even driver of the snow plow.  

 

The Brothers who attended David in his last days were most impressed 

that “the little people” in the chancery, the cleaners and the maintenance 

people, had such a deep love and respect for David.  David carried out 

well his ministry to be “bread that is broken” for the people whom he 

encountered in his daily life.  Although he died of cancer, David had had 

serious health problems for much of his life.  He suffered quietly and 

privately.   

 

David’s funeral was unique in the annals of the Xaverian Brothers as per-

haps his career was unique in the annals of Xaverian Brothers.  He had two 

funerals, one in Arlington and one at the Prep.  In Arlington there were 

present a cardinal, seven bishops and over one hundred priests, all of 

whom were there to show their respect for David’s devotion to the diocese.  

His final obsequies were at the Prep where David was laid to rest with his 

Brothers in our cemetery there. 
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F E B R U A R Y   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER ISIDORUS  (Frederic Betten) 

Born:  Reuthen, Germany, October 3, 1850 

Died:  Houthulst, Belgium, February 16, 1898 

 

Brother Isidorus, from the little village of Reuthen to the south of Pader-

born in Westphalia, Germany, arrived at the de Clyncke house in Bruges 

on July 13, 1866.  He was not quite sixteen.  In the years that followed 

he developed into a very efficient teacher.  On St. Joseph's Day in 1890, 

when Brother Augustinus Gilbert died at our mission in the Houthulst 

Forest, Brother Isidorus succeeded him as Superior.  During his eight 

years in office, he showed great promise.  The Lord called him home in 

his forty-eighth year. 

 

 

BROTHER FREDERICK  (Joseph Montgomery) 

Born:  Knottsville, Kentucky, September 18, 1865 

Died:  Wheeling, West Virginia, February 16, 1912 

 

Brother Frederick, who died at the age of forty-six from typhoid fever, 

had been with us for twenty-two years, teaching at St. Mary's Industrial 

School, the first mission for everybody in those days, and in several of 

the parochial schools that we staffed in East Boston, Lowell, Somerville, 

Richmond, Portsmouth, Norfolk, Louisville, and Wheeling.  He was the 

great community man who kept things lively--the delight of all who 

lived with him.  The soul of good nature, he never took offense at the 

pranksters who inveigled him into all sorts of situations, and he was so 

gullible that no hoax, no matter how preposterous, ever aroused his sus-

picions.  "Good Brother Frederick," wrote Brother Julian, "was especial-

ly devout to the Seven Dolors of Our Lady.  To instill love of Mary in 

the hearts of his charges was a specialty with him." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 373. 
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BROTHER AUGUSTINE  (Andrew Koerber) 

Born:  Frickenhausen, Germany, March 16, 1867 

Died:  South Boston, Massachusetts, February 16, 1929 

 

Entering in Bruges in 1894, Brother Augustine was sent to America in 

1903.  For several years he was cook at Mt. St. Joseph's and at St. Xavi-

er's.  While at St. X, Brother Augustine acquired the art of chaining 

beads, the result of which was that he chained many a chaplet to supply 

the novitiate with habit beads.  In 1914, after taking a course at Carney 

Hospital in South Boston, he took over as infirmarian at St. John's in 

Danvers.  The American Province is indebted to him for the services of 

the Sisters of the Most Holy Redeemer.  Brother Augustine died of 

pneumonia at Carney Hospital where fifteen years earlier he had studied.  

Brother Augustine was the brother of Brother Boniface (April 13); to-

gether they gave sixty-four years of service to the Congregation. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 496-497. 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER NORBERT  (John F. Cowhig) 

Born:  Billerica, Massachusetts, April 22, 1867 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, February 16, 1937 

 

Brother Norbert was in his day one of the outstanding Xaverians in the 

American Province.  When Brother Alexius chose him in 1894 to be Su-

perior at St. Patrick's in Baltimore, he was only twenty-seven, and only 

thirty-three when Brother Dominic named him Provincial Consultor, a 

place of honor which he continued to fill during the eighteen year 

provincialship of Brother Isidore.  In addition to his six years at St. Pat-

rick's, Brother Norbert was Superior over a span of twenty-five years at 

Mt. St. Joseph's, St. John's in Danvers, during which time the Memorial 

Dining Hall was constructed, and Keith Academy in Lowell which he 
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opened in 1926.  Cardinal O'Connell of Boston referred to Brother 

Norbert as, ". . . my ideal of the right man in the right place," and pro-

cured from Rome a dispensation enabling Brother Norbert to remain on 

at St. John's Prep for a third three-year term. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 304 and 428. 

 

 

BROTHER CHAD  (Bernard Doudican) 

Born:  Cheadle, England, June 1, 1903 

Died:  Mayfield, England, February 16, 1977 

 

Brother Chad, one of a family of ten, was born at Cheadle, Staffordshire, 

ten miles to the east of Stoke-on-Trent.  Prior to his entering at Deeping 

St. James when he was nineteen, he had served as a page to the Dowager 

Duchess of Shrewsbury.  From the novitiate he was assigned in 1924 to 

Mayfield where he remained all his religious life--fifty-three years.  Sort 

of "to the manor born," he was chosen guest master, gradually falling 

heir to the duties of sacristan, refectorian, and infirmarian. 

 

 

BROTHER ALAN  (William H. Blute) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, February 19, 1907 

Died:  Newton Highlands, Massachusetts, February 16, 1979 

 

Brother Alan, from St. Joseph's School, Somerville, and the juniorate at 

Peabody, entered at Old Point on January 6, 1926.  In his long career, 

fifty-three years, he taught at half a dozen of our schools and was in 

charge of St. Francis de Sales High School, Utica, NY; Xaverian Col-

lege, Silver Spring, and the East 94th Street annex to Cardinal Hayes.  

While stationed at the CYO Home in Detroit, he attended the University 

of Detroit.  Brother Alan served in Kenya on the East African Mission 

from 1960 to 1970.  He was in charge of St. Joseph's Teacher Training 

College in Kitale, Kenya, British East Africa for six years.  There he was 

called "Mzee," a Swahili term of respect for an older person.  Returning 

to the States, he was assigned to the Working Boys' Home where , after 
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the dispersal of the community, he was for several years the volunteer 

sole custodian of the property.  He was found dead, the victim of a heart 

attack, three days before his seventy-second birthday. 
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F E B R U A R Y  1 7 

 

 

BROTHER ROCH  (Otis I. Angell) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, July 27, 1900 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 17, 1943 

 

The first of the seven in the American Province who died in 1943 was 

Brother Roch.  Entering in 1922, he was in the community almost twen-

ty-one years.  He was an earnest and capable teacher.  He suffered from 

diabetes and had to be hospitalized several times.  He was blessed with a 

pleasant disposition and unfailing patience. 

 

 

 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   1 7 

 

BROTHER BERTRAND (Thomas P. Donelan) 

Born: September 9, 1932, Dorchester, Massachusetts 

Died: February 17, 1993, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Mas-

sachusetts 

 

A graduate of Mission High School in Roxbury, Brother Bertrand en-

tered the Congregation on September 19, 1950 and served for forty-two 

years at schools in the United States and East Africa.  His first assign-

ments were at the CYO Home in Detroit, Cardinal Hayes High School in 

the Bronx, and then a year at his alma mater, Mission High School.  Ex-

cept for one year (1969-1970) at the Prep while he obtained his M. Ed. 

from Salem State College, the next thirteen years were spent at one or 

other of our schools in Africa.  He had one-year assignments at St. 

Paul’s Juniorate in Mumias and at St. Augustine’s Teacher Training Col-

lege in Eregi before being reassigned to Mumias for another four.  Work 

at Fatima College in Lira, Uganda and at Kitale Teachers’ College pre-
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ceded his sabbatical to the Prep.  His final African stay was from 1970 to 

1975 at Eregi Teacher Training College. 

 

One more year at the Prep was followed by sixteen happy years for 

Brother Bertrand at St. John’s High School in Shrewsbury.  He served 

there as librarian and set up a visual aids department, training students to 

videotape athletic events and other school activities.  Wherever he 

worked, Bert was a man whose love of people was evident to all.  He 

was often a track coach, and his personable manner of “working the 

crowds” could be seen from Madison Square Garden in New York to the 

track at Eregi.  He talked comfortably with coaches, judges, reporters, 

police, students, everyone he met. He enjoyed having visitors and he en-

joyed visiting.  Bert’s love for the Brothers was genuine and extended to 

each individual. 

 

Brother Bertrand retired in 1992 to Xaverian House and died at Boston’s 

Massachusetts General Hospital on February 17, 1993.  In the eulogy 

which he delivered that February 20 at St. John’s Prep, Brother Alois 

O’Toole, a colleague of Brother Bertrand on two continents, shared the-

se insights: “When it was apparent last year that he had gotten an upper 

hand in the situation (alcohol) and he had a continued sobriety, his main 

desire was to work with others to achieve that.  At sixty he took up his 

studies again at Anna Maria College, going for a degree in counseling 

that would help him help others who were struggling as he had.  So, as 

he had started out in Detroit in 1954 helping others as he worked to ob-

tain he degree that would give formal validity to his work, Bert finished 

his life trying to obtain the necessary credentials in another area.” 

F E B R U A R Y   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER CAJETAN  (Charles Van Tournhout) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, June 20, 1840 

Died:  Houthulst, Belgium, February 19, 1911 
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If we have "career men," Brother Cajetan Van Tournhout was one. After 

attending the Ecole Primaire des Freres Xaveriens for four years, he 

served as a teacher of the deaf and dumb in Bruges.  At the age of six-

teen, on November 24, 1856, he entered the Congregation, sharing the 

hardships of the early days, for the Order was then but seventeen years 

in existence.  At twenty-six he was Master of Novices as well as the Su-

perior of the motherhouse community at Bruges.  The Founder was a 

subject.  In 1871 he went to Mayfield to succeed Brother Alexius (Feb-

ruary 24) as Superior of the Holy Trinity Orphanage.  Brother Cajetan 

came to Baltimore as the first full-time Master of Novices in 1887.  In 

that capacity he earned the respect, esteem, and love of the novices for a 

lifetime.  In 1891 he opened St. John's in Danvers as the House of As-

pirants and remained there ten years.  Life at the former Spring Estate 

was no easy task.  Four times a week, there was a five-mile walk to the 

local parish church for Mass.  There was a farm to be worked.  For a 

long period novices and aspirants did the cooking.  Aspirants went to 

school for twelve months.  And during his tenure Brother Cajetan had 

only one Brother to assist him.  In August of 1901 he was relieved of of-

fice.  His health was failing, and he sailed for Belgium but was called 

back to the United States within six weeks.  In the fall of 1901, Brother 

Cajetan was assigned to St. Mary's Industrial School to supervise the 

teaching of the classes at that institution.  As a supervisor he was in his 

element, but he was not a success.  His pedagogy and methodology were 

foreign stuff.  He was the founding pioneeer of St. Francis Xavier Man-

ual Training School in Elm Grove, West Virginia, in 1904.  This was to 

be a school and orphanage modeled after St. Mary's in Baltimore; how-

ever, when he arrived, things were not ready, and after three difficult 

months he resigned as Superior.  In 1906 Brother Ignatius (August 11), 

in charge of St. Mary's, Norfolk, asked for Brother Cajetan; he wanted to 

shield him from the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.  He went 

from class to class giving model lessons, but he was ill at ease.  The old 

fire and enthusiasm were gone.  He was no longer the great teacher in Is-

rael.  Finally he returned to Belgium in 1906 where he would live on for 

another five years at several different assignments.  With the exception 

of those few weeks in 1901 after he left Danvers, Brother Cajetan had 
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been away from his homeland for thirty-five years.  Death came to him 

as he sat alone in his room; the community had gone next door for ves-

pers at the parish church in Houthulst.  Fifty-four of his seventy years 

had been devoted to the Congregation. 

CYRENIAN NO. 10 and MEN AND DEEDS, p. 369. 
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BROTHER COLMAN  (Thomas Considine) 

Born:  Jersey City, New Jersey, November 21, 1900 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 19, 1935 

 

Brother Colman was in his twenty-eighth year when he entered.  He had 

served in the U.S. Cavalry.  On or about the seventh anniversary of his 

entrance, February 14, 1935, he complained of a sore throat.  He felt that 

his trouble must have been caused by a bit of egg-shell which he had 

swallowed unknowingly.  The medical diagnosis was "strep throat," and 

in 1935 that was fatal.  He was dead in a few days. 

 

 

BROTHER JEROME  (Francis McCarthy) 

Born:  East Canton, Pennsylvania, January 6, 1873 

Died:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, February 19, 1941 

 

Much of Brother Jerome's life as a Xaverian is tied in with Lawrence, 

Massachusetts, where he was Superior and Principal of St. Mary's 

School on three occasions.  He reveled in promotional work.  Any 

Xaverian activity inspired him to set new records.  The interest of the 

schoolboys of Lawrence in the newly-established St. John's Preparatory 

School in Danvers was the flowering of Brother Jerome's ceaseless 

propaganda. 

 

F E B R U A R Y   2 0 
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BROTHER CHARLES  (Charles Blondeel) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, August 15, 1854 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, February 20, 1926 

 

As a young man Brother Charles enjoyed great success at St. Giles Par-

ish School, both as a teacher and as the organizer of plays, pageants, and 

processions.  Later he taught at Houthulst when that town was surround-

ed by the forest.  He was at Heist on the seacoast from 1906 to 1914.  

When the Belgian Brothers left England in 1914, Brother Charles asked 

permission to remain on at Mayfield.  Returning to Bruges in 1919, he 

was appointed sacristan at the Institute.  A short time later his young 

nephew became the chaplain.  Brother Charles passed his last years at 

Torhout. 

 

 

BROTHER LUCIAN (Henry F. Colloton) 

Born:  Waltham, Massachusetts, August 5, 1897 

Died:  Utica, New York, February 20, 1975 

 

Brother Lucian entered when he was thirty-four.  He taught commercial 

subjects for forty years, eighteen of which were spent at Cardinal Hayes 

High School in the Bronx, New York.  A lover of sports, he had ac-

quired an encyclopedic knowledge with instant recall.  His perfect ex-

ample, his chuckle, and his permeating cigar smoke were cherished by 

all who lived with him.  He died at St. Joseph Nursing Home. 

F E B R U A R Y   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER WENDELIN  (Henry Radmacher) 

Born:  Grossenbaum, Germany, September 18, 1842 

Died:  Sint-Michiels, Belgium, February 21, 1897 
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Brother Wendelin was another Rhinelander.  For that Province, Koblenz 

is the capital and Cologne the chief city.  Entering in 1863, the year 

Brother Vincent, the General, visited the States and the Founder pre-

pared the postulants for the reception of the habit on Xavier Day, Broth-

er Wendelin was one who had a good time crowding into a tiny bedroom 

to watch the Founder dramatize one of his conferences.  Brother Ferdi-

nand De Muynck tells about these young men in his NOTES.  The only 

biographical detail extant on Brother Wendelin is that he died in 1897 at 

the country house in Sint-Michiels. 

 

 

BROTHER JOACHIM  (Thomas Dornan) 

Born:  Derry, Ireland, June 13, 1855 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 21, 1909 

 

Brother Joachim entered the community in 1889 when he was thirty-

four.  He made his novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's, Baltimore, and spent the 

twenty years of his religious life there following his trade of carpenter.  

As a craftsman he was unexcelled in his special line, and the museum 

case at the Mount was a monument to his devoted workmanship.  As he 

went about his work in silence, he made the community, especially the 

novices, think of St. Joseph busy at his trade. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 366. 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL  (Dominic Lehritter) 

Born:  Frickenhausen, Bavaria, Germany, November 8, 1875 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 21, 1942 

 

"Brother Paul," according to an entry in the Chronicle of the Belgian 

Province, "was very active as cook and later as General Supervisor of 

the Institute."  After his return from Sluis, Holland, in November, 1914, 

he was assigned to our house in Torhout where he acted as caretaker 

during the Occupation.  In November, 1918, he came back to Bruges.  

"How happy we were to see him," states the Chronicle.  In ill-health the 
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last twenty-five years of his life, he struggled on bravely.  He died less 

than a year after his golden jubilee. 
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BROTHER GERMAIN  (Germain Vanacker) 

Born:  Staden, Belgium, April 17, 1893 

Died:  Jadotville, Belgian Congo, February 22, 1938 

 

Brother Germain saw service in World War I when the young Brothers 

were called up.  In 1931 he volunteered for the Congo mission and was 

accepted as one of the five pioneers.  Furloughed home in 1937, he went 

back without having fully rested.  His death shortly after his return to the 

Congo was attributed to a neglected carbuncle and also his run-down 

condition 
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BROTHER PHILIP EISENHAUR (Brother Laurent) (Norman Philip 

Eisenhaur)  

Born Everett, Massachusetts, March 2, 1932 

Died Port-au-Prince, Haiti,  February 22, 1997 

 

Norman Philip Eisenhaur, known to his high school friends as"Ike", 

grew up in Somerville, MA, and came to know the Xaverian Brothers as 

his teachers in the upper grades of St. ]oseph School there. In 1945, at 

the tender age of 13 and desirous of living the Xaverian life, he entered 

the juniorate in Peabody. Following the regular path, he entered the no-

vitiate in 1949, taking "Brother Laurent" as his religious name. He pro-

nounced his first vows on March 19, 1952. After earning his bachelor's 

degree in English at the Catholic University of America in Washington, 

he taught in four Xaverian schools in Massachusetts---Saint Joseph 
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Juniorate in Peabody, St. John's Prep in Danvers, Saint John's High 

School in Shrewsbury, and Keith Academy in Lowell, before being as-

signed to the then moribund Xaverian College in 1969, to serve as a di-

rector of one of the small communities of scholastics still finishing their 

college programs. 

 

At the same time, he was busy with three other activities: enrolled in a 

doctoral program in theology at the University, he also served as a chap-

lain at the Reformatory in Lorton, Virginia, and taught evening courses 

to the permanent deacons preparing for service in the Archdiocese of 

Washington, D.C.  Eventually he was to abandon the pursuit of the the-

ology degree, finding the needs of the former prisoners of Lorton Re-

formatory to be more imperative. They were being released to the streets 

without proper preparation for life on the outside and soon became the 

human statistics of recidivism surveys. Brother Philip got clearance to 

establish a halfway house in Seat Pleasant, Maryland, where he engaged 

in an undertaking that he named the Osmund Program, after Brother 

Osmund Gallagher (March, 3), whose temporal needs he had been as-

signed to look after when the latter was an elderly man living at the no-

vitiate. After a number of years living and working there, Brother Philip 

got the program set up as a self-supporting corporation, then looked to 

Haiti as a possible new outlet for his organizational talents. He con-

ceived the idea of a student residence in Port-au-Prince, the capital, that 

would welcome bright but impoverished students, providing them with 

free board and room while they were studying. In return, the students 

promised to do educational work in their respective home parishes, and 

to tutor children who lived near the Center. 

 

Br. Philip had a delicate heart condition, which, however, he kept under 

careful control through diet and exercise; yet he died suddenly of a mas-

sive coronary on February 22, 1997. His remains were flown back to 

Danvers for burial in the Brothers' cemetery there. 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   2 2 
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BROTHER JOHN FRANCIS (Albert Patrick O’Connell) 

Born: Boston, Massachusetts, November 7, 1913 

Died: Danvers, Massachusetts, February 22, 1998 

 

Brother John Francis was a mild-mannered, unpretentious, and highly 

talented gentleman. In his sixty-seven years of religious life, as student, 

as teacher, as computer pioneer, as woodworker, as cyclist, John was 

always meticulous, whether in his preparation of a geometry lesson, in 

his sawing of a board, or in his dedicating time for prayer.  

 

Starting his teaching career in 1936 at St. Michael's, Brooklyn, he con-

tinued his studies at Fordham in 1942-45. In 1945 he moved to Holy 

Name, where he was superior, and he finished off his M.A. in math at St. 

John's University in 1950. John was transferred rather often in the 

1950's, spending one year at St. Xavier's, Louisville; two as superior at 

Archbishop Stepinac High School, White Plains, NY; another at St. Jo-

seph's in Bardstown, KY; and two at St. John's, Worcester, MA.  But 

then he was to pass almost two decades at St. John's Prep, Danvers, MA, 

where his math lessons were characteristically straightforward and com-

prehensible, never encumbered by noise. John also began learning to 

work on computers during these years.   

 

It was at the age of 63 that he commenced another two decades of im-

pressively active retirement, spent at St. John's, in Boxford, and in Mis-

sion Hills.  From 1978 to 1983 he set up his workshop in the cold cellar 

of the charming eighteenth-century farmhouse rented by the Boxford 

community.  As ever, John's life there was measured and bordered, but 

his frontiers were vast.  He had gone to live with brothers half his age, 

he took adult education courses in wood-working, and despite his ad-

vancing age and certain constant aches and pains he rode his bike rather 

long distances.  
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A couple years of California winters and New England summers led to a 

full-time move to Mission Hills in 1983.  But John kept a foot in the 

Boxford community and returned there in 1986, moving with the group 

to Wenham for one year.  However, in 1987 he returned to Alemany 

High School, where he engaged in Eucharistic ministry at Holy Cross 

Medical Center, for which he took courses in Spanish, so as to be able to 

share the Lord's body in the vernacular.  John could be mildly dissatis-

fied with almost anything, and once wrote, "It is very nice out here ex-

cept that the good weather gets a bit monotonous.  I would love to see a 

good rain storm!"  Finally, an act of God, the earthquake that wrought 

devastation in southern California and so rudely threw John from his bed 

in 1994, made it impossible for him  to stay at Mission Hills.  With re-

grets, he returned to Danvers. 

 

John's last four years were plagued by increasing pain and by a reduced 

ability to do most of the things he really enjoyed.  His situation evokes 

these lines from the Fundamental principles:  "Listen to your brothers, 

be compassionate with them in their difficulties, bear with them in their 

weaknesses, encourage and support them.  Affirm your brothers in their 

gifts, for by doing so you enable them to realize the gifts that God has 

given them for his service."  John had done all this for his brothers, his 

family, his students, his friends.  In the end he had to let others do the 

same for him.  The last weeks of his life confined him to Beverly Hospi-

tal and The Greenery, in Danvers, where on February 22, 1998, at the 

age of 84, the cabinet-maker went to  

meet the cabinet-maker's Son, whom he had served so well. 
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BROTHER HUGO (Hugo Charles Hammer) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 7, 1922 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky February 22, 2009 

 

A native of Louisville and a graduate of Saint X, Brother Hugo never 

lost his Kentucky accent even though his missions took him from Mas-

sachusetts to Bolivia. Entering the Congregation in 1940, he received the 

holy habit on the feast of Saint Joseph in 1941 and retained his baptismal 

name as his religious name.  After graduating from the Catholic Univer-

sity, Hugo made brief stops at St. Patrick’s in Lowell, Cardinal Hayes in 

New York and Mount Saint Joseph before being assigned in 1949 to 

Leonard Hall where he became one of Brother Nilus’ greyhounds.  Hugo 

remained a greyhound for the rest of his life! 

 

In 1954 Hugo was assigned to Xaverian College where he taught and 

studied for his master’s degree at Catholic University.  In 1956 he joined 

Brothers Lambert, Joseph Gerard, Walter Augustine and Borromeo as 

the founding community of Ryken High School.  The Brothers and the 

aspirants lived in the cabins at Camp Calvert until the winter weather fi-

nally drove the aspirants to Xaverian College and some of the Brothers 

to Leonard Hall.  Those were rugged times, but Brother Hugo and his 

confreres were rugged men.  With a brief interruption in Bardstown, 

Hugo was to spend eight years at Ryken in two assignments where the 

aspirants remembered him very fondly.  In 1966 he began his career as a 

missionary in Bolivia.  He spent thirteen years at Carmen Pampa and in 

Cochabamba over three assignments punctuated by return visits to the 

United States at Good Counsel and Saint X. 

 

In 1995 Hugo returned from Carmen Pampa to Saint X where he re-

mained until his death.  Over two assignments, he gave twenty-one years 

to his alma mater.  Hugo became a Saint X legend.  He tutored boys in 

chemistry and math, set up and cleaned up labs for all of the science 
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teachers, supervised summer work crews and mowed the grass.  Hugo’s 

summer work crews were so intense, that the boys who worked for him 

were paid for eight hours but only worked six and a half.  There was not 

a moment to spare when Hugo was in charge!  Loved by the boys and by 

the faculty, Hugo watched out for the underdog and helped those for 

whom the study of science and math did not come easily.  His death at 

the age of eighty-six was unexpected, and the school community was 

deeply moved by his passing.  Many students wrote tributes to him.  At 

his death Brother Hugo has spent sixty-nine years of his life as a 

Xaverian 
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BROTHER BERTRAN  (Simon Worland) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, July 16, 1893 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, February, 23, 1915 

 

As a boy in Louisville, Brother Bertran attended grade school at St. 

John's and finished three years of high school at St. Xavier's, and his 

senior year as an aspirant at Mt. St. Joseph's.  He entered the novitiate in 

the summer of 1909 at the age of sixteen and was assigned the following 

year as a teacher in our school in East Boston.  His was a short career.  

More than six feet in height, he did not have the corresponding weight to 

counter-balance it.  As a consequence, a severe cold resulted in a persis-

tent cough which failed to yield to the doctor's care.  In the summer of 

1914, at the request of his mother who thought that she could build him 

up, he went home to Louisville.  He died the following February and 

was buried beside Brother Martin Hahnel in St. Louis Cemetery.  Ac-

cording to Brother Bertran, his first desire to become a Brother came to 

him in March, 1907, when as a school boy he paid his respects to Broth-

er Martin laid out in death. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 381-382. 

 

 

 

BROTHER THEOPHANE  (John E. Geraghty) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 27, 1896 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 23, 1977 

 

A Xaverian for sixty-five years, Brother Theophane died four days be-

fore his eighty-first birthday at St. Agnes Hospital, Baltimore; he had 

been hospitalized for several months at the adjacent Jenkins Memorial 

Hospital.  In the days of the wide-spread single province, he had taught 

from Wichita, Kansas, to St. John's in Danvers, with several stops in be-

tween.  For ten years he was at St. John's on Temple Street in Worcester; 
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he served as Principal and Superior from 1944 to 1950.  His fields were 

Latin, Greek, French, and English.  He received his MA in Latin and 

Greek from Catholic University in 1928.  Besides being a debating and 

oratory coach, Brother Theophane was quite athletic; he's the one who 

wore the uniform on the bench in his early days at Temple Street and 

stepped in to give the backfield man a rest.  His exploits at Camp Calvert 

with his running-mate, Brother Francis Lawler (July 12), border on the 

legendary.  The twenty-one years prior to his death were spent at Mt. St. 

Joseph's, eight as teacher and thirteen as a retired member of the com-

munity.  He liked the Mount for he was a native of Baltimore and had 

entered the novitiate there when he was but fifteen years of age.  Brother 

Theophane's active professional career spanned a fifty-year period be-

tween 1914 and 1964. 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   2 4 

 

BROTHER ALEXIUS  (John Vander Wee) 

Born:  Antwerp, Belgium, February 20, 1824 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 24, 1900 

 

Brother Alexius joined the infant Xaverian Brotherhood in 1845 at the 

age of twenty-one.  There were but seventeen in the community.  Pro-

fessed in 1847, he was selected as one of the pioneers to open the mis-

sion at Bury, England.  Three years later, while at Manchester, Brother 

Alexius re-established, after a suspension of 300 years, devotion to Our 

Lady in England in the form of the May procession.  Back in Belgium, 

he took control of the Institute in Bruges and put its reputation back on 

solid ground by introducing evening classes for adults.  Despite failing 

health, doctors' orders for complete rest, and his own dedication to the 

questionable cold water cure, Brother Alexius remained at the Institute 

for nine years, an indefatigable laborer.  In 1875 he became the first 

Provincial of the American Province.  He was fifty-one at the time and 

remained in office a quarter century, until his death in 1900.  At his ac-

cession to the office of Provincial, there were but three communities in 
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the States; at his death there were sixteen, including St. James Home in 

Baltimore, St. Patrick's in Lowell, St. Mary's in Lawrence, St. Joseph's 

in Somerville, St. John's in Worcester, Central Catholic High School in 

Wheeling, Old Point Comfort, and the new St. Xavier's.  Brother Alex-

ius died four days after his seventy-sixth birthday.  With his passing, fol-

lowing so closely on the death of Brother Vincent, the pioneering days 

had ended, and a new era had set in. 

MEN AND DEEDS, Chapter 11. 

 

 

BROTHER LAMBERT  (Peter van Venrooy) 

Born:  Breskens, Holland, April 11, 1859 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, February 24, 1924 

 

Those in the Belgian Province who knew Brother Lambert regarded him 

as the treasurer-procurator without a peer.  In his personal life he was as 

dedicated to Lady Poverty as Francis of Assisi.  On walks from Bruges 

to the country-house at Sint Michiels, he picked up every bit of string, 

every nail, etc.  But for a community celebration he did things in royal 

fashion.  Nothing was too good.  On these occasions he was the poet of 

the day and an accomplished one. 
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BROTHER ALBAN  (Thomas Flynn) 

Born:  Ballina, County Mayo, Ireland, December 16, 1855 

Died:  Mayfield, England, February 24, 1941 

 

An usually hardy specimen out of County Mayo, Brother Alban entered 

at Manchester on November 8, 1873, in his eighteenth year.  He taught 

for a year at St. John's, the parish school for Salford Cathedral, and then 

went to Preston.  Tutored by Brother Cuthbert, he qualified for a teach-



130 

ing certificate.  One of his Preston pupils, who became his life-long 

friend, was Archbishop Goodier, S.J.  After fourteen years at Preston, 

Brother Alban returned to Manchester where he continued his apostolate 

among the smaller boys.  He was temporarily in charge of the property 

at Brighton prior to the official blessing on March 25, 1909, when 

Brother Provincial Cyril took over as local Superior.  Brother Alban's 

last assignment was at Mayfield.  He is remembered as a man of prayer 

whose rosary beads were worn flat.  In his last days, when he had lost 

the power of speech, his mute lips moved in ejaculatory prayer.  This 

grand old man died in his eighty-sixth year, his sixty-eighth in the Con-

gregation. 

 

 

BROTHER WILLEM  (Albert Waeyaert) 

Born:  Tillieres-sur-Avre, France, December 5, 1917 

Died:  Roeselare, Belgium, February 24, 1990 

 

Brother Willem was born in northern France because his family was liv-

ing there as refugees during World War I.  He was baptized Albert in 

honor of the Belgian King, so admired by contemporary Belgians for his 

resistance against the German invaders.  When the war was over, the 

Waeyaert family returned to their home in Klerken-Houthulst.  There 

"Bertje" attended the St. Francis Xavier School, founded by the Brothers 

in 1874.  He was profoundly influenced during his elementary school 

years by Brother Gregoire Develter (September 9) whose picture he rev-

erently carried in a locket until his own death.  After his higher studies 

and military service, he joined the Brothers in 1933 and began his teach-

ing career in the lower school at the Institute in Bruges.  Brother Willem 

called his "first golden age" the years from 1940 to 1945 which he spent 

at St. Bernardus Institute at Knokke.  He then volunteered to go to the 

Belgian Congo (Zaire) where he served variously as teacher, Superior, 

and Treasurer from 1946 to 1961.  Stomach problems brought him back 

to Belgium where he worked as Director of Studies at the Institute from 

1962 to 1970.  His "second golden age" was from 1970 to 1985 when he 

taught typing and served as the procurator for the Institute.  Never a man 
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of many words, toward the end he could only whisper his hopes for heal-

ing.  Brother Willem died at the Sacred Heart Hospital in Houthulst 

where he had grown up. 
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BROTHER STANISLAUS  (Peter Lucas) 

Born:  Stockheim, Belgium, August 15, 1817 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 25, 1904 

 

Brother Stanislaus entered when he was twenty-four years old on April 

5, 1842.  There were but five in the community at that time.  He was in-

vested and professed along with the Founder.  A full-length scapular was 

part of the original habit.  The collar was something special:  six to eight 

layers of tiny white beads.  To Brother Stanislaus we are indebted for the 

custom of wearing the crucifix at the breast as part of the habit.  He was 

among the pioneers when the Brothers made their first venture in Eng-

land, at Bury, in 1848.  After twelve years in England, he was sent to 

Louisville in 1860 as one of the second group of pioneers.  He remained 

in that city until his death forty-four years later.  He taught at St. Pat-

rick's for thirty years, and after retirement from direct classroom work, 

he became Superior.  Brother Stanislaus wrote the music for Brother 

Isidore Kuppel's lyrics of "Strike the Cymbal" which has not been sung 

with sufficient fortissimo since Brother Isidore's early days.  Brother 

Stanislaus died in his eighty-seventh year, his sixty-second in religion.  

Brother Julian devoted a chapter to him in MEN AND DEEDS, and 

Brother Isidore wrote a Cyrenian about him. 

MEN AND DEEDS, Chapter 18. 

CYRENIAN #5. 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS  (Bryan McGuire) 

Born:  Meerut, India, April 1, 1887 

Died:  Cheam, Surrey, England, February 25, 1954 
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Irish in origin, although born in India where his father was serving with 

the English army, Brother Thomas came to us in 1903, received the hab-

it in 1904, and went off to Bruges in 1906.  Reassigned to England at the 

outbreak of World War I, he spent a year at Cambridge (1916) with 

Brother Bernardine Barry.  His best work was done at Mayfield where 

he was the "head" for many years and Superior of the community for 

two terms.  He also taught at Manchester and at Deeping.  Taken ill 

while visiting at Clapham College, Brother Thomas was hospitalized 

promptly, but death came riding fast.  This irreconcilable devotee of the 

good days seemed to have lost interest in living.  He died at St. Antho-

ny's Hospital at Cheam, twenty miles outside of London. 

 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER STEPHEN  (Andrew J. Ferry) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 31, 1893 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 25, 1959 

 

Brother Stephen attended grade school at one of the first schools we 

staffed in America, the Immaculate Conception School.  After having 

completed his junior year at St. Xavier's  in Louisville, Andrew Ferry 

spent one year as an aspirant at Mt. St. Joseph's and then graduated from 

St. Xavier's with the Class of 1909.  With the blessing of Brother Ste-

phen Sommer, he became Brother Stephen, junior.  Subsequent to his 

novitiate training and several one-year teaching assignments, he taught 

at Utica, New York, from 1920 to 1924.  Then he went to Bruges for 

two years.  When he returned in 1926, he was stationed for nine years at 

St. John's in Danvers and for five at St. Xavier's.  From 1940 to 1943 he 

was Superior at Utica.  With the exception of one year, when he taught 

at Mt. St. Joseph's, Brother Stephen was for the rest of his life a member 
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of the faculty of his alma mater.  He died in his sleep six months prior to 

his golden jubilee. 

 

 

BROTHER ISIDOOR  (Michael Zwartjes) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, March 15, 1880 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 25, 1963 

 

Brother Isidore, an "old boy" from St. James Parochial School in 

Bruges, entered in 1897.  Prior to World War I he taught at Houthulst 

where he was also Master of Aspirants.  After a short stay in England as 

a war-refugee, he returned to Bruges.  When the Institute was taken over 

by the Germans, Brother Isidore managed to have the remaining aspir-

ants live with his parents.  Assigned to his old school, St. James, after 

the war, he taught the beginner's class for almost thirty years.  He was 

very active in recruiting for our Congregation.  He went on begging 

tours on and off for over a period of twenty years.  Our Kasenga mission 

is indebted to his financial efforts.  He died in his eighty-third year, his 

sixty-sixth in religion. 

 

F E B R U A R Y   2 6 

 

BROTHER PHILIP  (Philip Webb) 

Born:  London, England, February 26, 1862 

Died:  Clapham, England, February 26, 1927 

 

Brother Philip goes back to the early days.  He was one of the first boys 

enrolled at Mayfield.  He entered the community on October 4, 1878, in 

his sixteenth year, and received the habit five years later on October 17, 

1883.  For a time he was the cook at Mayfield and then the infirmarian 

at Manchester where he made castor oil the hated panacea.  In 1910 he 

became the Assistant Novice Master under Brother Edmund with whom 

he visited the United States.  His last assignment was at Clapham.  A si-

lent man and an ascetic one, he had a fine sense of humor and wit.  

Much of the community badinage revolved around him.  Hospitalized at 
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St. Anthony's Hospital in Cheam because of tuberculosis, he could not 

stand the life.  He left on his own, notifying nobody.  He died on his 

65th birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER ERNEST  (Michel Raepsaet) 

Born:  Courtrai, West Flanders, Belgium, February 25, 1895 

Died:  Knokke, West Flanders, Belgium, February 26, 1967 

 

Brother Ernest was the younger brother of Brother Maurice (February 7) 

and Brother André (May 26), the three boys in the Raepsaet family.  A 

married sister survived them.  The three boys had entered as aspirants in 

the days when these youngsters were required to rise with the communi-

ty, in some places at 4:30 a.m., and to follow the regular program of 

spiritual exercises.  In the Belgian Province down to World War I, sen-

iority for those who survived was reckoned from the day one became an 

aspirant.  Brother Ernest entered the juniorate in 1908 and received the 

habit four years later.  At the age of eighteen, he began his teaching ca-

reer at the St. James Parish School in Bruges.  In the 1920's he taught at 

St. Leo's in Zedelgem.  From 1933 to 1938 he was headmaster of Christ 

the King Parish School in Bruges and remained teaching in that city for 

another twenty years.  His own lack of a thorough education made him 

refuse any other school offices.  Stricken with intestinal cancer while 

missioned at Heist, he underwent surgery and lived another five years in 

the Heist community doing secretarial work.  A second recurrence of 

cancer ended his life one day after his seventy-second birthday.  The 

three Raepsaets lived into their seventies, and totaled 180 years with the 

Xaverian Brothers. 
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F E B R U A R Y   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN  (John Seghers) 

Born:  Lapscheure, Belgium, November 1, 1822 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, February 27, 1911 

 

Brother John entered on October 4, 1841, the first postulant to be ac-

cepted at "Het Walletje."  At eighteen, practically nineteen, he was the 

"baby" of the house.  He spent most of his life on the English "mission" 

although he did return to Belgium in 1905 when he was eighty-three.  

His MEMORANDUM, covering seventy-five pages of ordinary compo-

sition book paper, is one of our sources for details on the early days of 

the Congregation.  Brother John died in his eighty-ninth year after hav-

ing completed almost seventy years in the Congregation. 

 

 

BROTHER RALPH  (George Hagerty) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, June 6, 1892 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, February 27, 1916 

 

Brother Ralph was a product of the Brothers' school in Somerville.  Like 

Brother Bertran Worland, Brother Ralph entered when he was sixteen.  

The two of them were worthy imitators of Aloysius, Stanislaus, and John 

Berchmans.  If they ever transgressed a rule, they did it unintentionally.  

Receiving the habit on Xavier Day, 1908, Brother Ralph was professed 

in 1912 at the age of twenty.  Sent to teach at Richmond, he soon broke 

down.  Tuberculosis set its seal on him, and he was too frail to resist it.  

He was removed to the Brothers' house in Somerville so he could be 

near his family.  Brother Theodore, his former Novice Master, tended to 

him.  Needing constant care, Brother Ralph was taken to Danvers.  Con-

fined to bed, he still maintained a keen interest in all that was going on.  

He slipped into his final coma while waiting for a first-hand report of 

some school activity and died in the arms of Brother Theodore, who had 
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been visiting him on weekends.  Brother Ralph was the first to be buried 

in our private cemetery at St. John's Prep. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 383. 

 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y   2 7  

 

 

 

BROTHER GÉRARD  (Frans Gielis) 

Born:  Uitkerke, Belgium, June 23, 1876 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, February 27, 1948 

 

Brother Gérard graduated first in his class in 1894 at St. Francis Xavier 

Institute, Bruges, and on October 26, 1895, in his twentieth year, he en-

tered the novitiate.  He received the habit on April 26, 1896, and pro-

nounced vows on February 2, 1898.  In addition to his teaching assign-

ments, he assisted Brother Peter, the Master of Aspirants, postulants, and 

novices, and in 1910 he succeeded him.  During World War I with the 

community scattered and the Superior, Brother Joseph, sent off to Ger-

many, the Bishop of Bruges placed Brother Gérard in charge.  All Neth-

erlanders from centuries of experience know how to live with and in 

spite of an invading army.  Brother Gérard was especially gifted, and in 

appreciation of that fact the Belgian government awarded him the Medal 

of Honor.  In 1923 he was appointed first Superior of the juniorate at 

Moerkerke; from 1925 to 1931 he was Provincial when our Brothers be-

gan their work in the Congo.  At the time of his death in 1948, he was 

Treasurer-General. 

 

 

 

BROTHER ARCADIUS  (Edward Liese) 

Born:  Westphalia, Germany, August 29, 1859 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, February 27, 1949 
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For forty-two years, 1907 to 1949, Brother Arcadius was infirmarian at 

Mt. St. Joseph's.  He was "Doc" to all--the Brothers, the boys, the young, 

and the old.  He had served in the German Army.  Journeying to Ameri-

ca to see the World's Fair in 1892 in Chicago, he had, according to his 

version, forgotten to return home.  With his rugged faith and blunt 

speech, he had given a spiritual lift to many a Brother who knew that his 

time was running out.  In the days when embalming was a luxury for the 

poor, "Doc" took care of the alternatives.  He died in his ninetieth year. 
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F E B R U A R Y   29 

 

 

BROTHER DESALES (Thomas Patrick Lawless) 

Born: Louisville, KY,  June 28, 1920  

Died: Louisville, KY, February 29, 2008 

 

Earning two Ph.D.’s from New York University in science history and 

biochemistry, Brother DeSales was certainly one of the great scholars 

that the Congregation has produced.  Born in Louisville and a graduate 

of Saint X, he entered the Community at Old Point in September, 1939, 

and received the habit and the name DeSales on March 12, 1940.  After 

his graduation from The Catholic University, he was assigned first to 

Saint Michael’s in Brooklyn where he taught until 1950.  He then be-

came the Director of Residents at Mount Saint Joseph where he was 

very fondly remembered by the boarders.   

 

In 1956 he was appointed Principal and Superior of Saint Joseph Prepar-

atory School in Bardstown.  He was not comfortable with either office.  

In his eulogy for Brother DeSales, Brother Peter Fitzpatrick wrote, “He 

hated being superior, and he did not savor or want the responsibility of 

headmaster.  In fact, to induce him to take the job and to make it easier 

for him, the Provincial told DeSales that he could choose for himself the 

men he wanted for the Bardstown Community and school.  Dee was, as 

you know, a very bright and perspicacious man.  He chose his men well, 

and his Community saved him.  They covered and supplied for his 

weaknesses – his severe shyness and reserve among adults he did not 

know, his dodging of social events and even of appointments.  They 

loved him for his goodness, his honesty and his kindness and humility.”  

These same men, however, do tell the story of how DeSales, absent-

minded professor that he could be, left them once without Thanksgiving 

dinner and with no key to the kitchen! 

 

From 1962 until 1968, he was assigned to Xaverian High School, Brook-

lyn during which time and later, living at Holy Name, he pursued his 
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doctoral degrees at New York University.  From 1969 until 2003, he was 

an associate professor of biochemistry at Fordham, pursuing research at 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Institute and Rockefeller University 

where he was an adjunct faculty in immunology.  During his years at 

Fordham, he was beloved by his students who found him a creative and 

caring mentor.  The Reverend Robert R. Grimes, S.J., a dean at Ford-

ham, wrote after Brother DeSales’ death,  “. . . His enthusiasm for his 

students even outweighed his enthusiasm for his subject.  Whenever he 

heard of a success by one of our alumni, he was in my office announcing 

it.”  A former student, Patrick Bordeaux, wrote, “I worked with him at 

Rockefeller University and was his student at Fordham. . . I will always 

be grateful for all his help and teaching.  Without him I would not be a 

psychiatrist today.” 

 

After his retirement to Ryken House, DeSales failed rapidly.  In many 

respects DeSales was the quintessential Xaverian Brother.  Without his 

students and without his craft, his life in retirement lacked those things 

which gave him energy. 

 

At his request, he was buried in his family’s plot in Calvary Cemetery in 

Louisville.  
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M A R C H   1 

 

BROTHER LUCAS  (John Walke) 

Born:  Suninghausen, Germany, October 19, 1833 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 1, 1855 

 

Brother Lucas died in his twenty-second year.  He had been at "Het 

Walletje" since December 4, 1851, shortly after his eighteenth birthday.  

His was a deathbed profession.  One of the brethren wrote, "He prom-

ised that he would pray much for vocations to our Congregation when he 

got to heaven....Already we feel that we are experiencing the benefit of 

his prayers....Five days after his death we had two applications from 

Germany and since then two more." 
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F E B R U A R Y   2 7  

 

 

BROTHER SERVULUS  (John F. Murtagh) 

Born:  Tubbercurry, County Sligo, Ireland, March 11, 1877 

Died:  Newport News, Virginia, March 1, 1954 

 

Brother Servulus entered from Peabody, Massachusetts, when he was 

almost thirty-three.  Blessed with an unflagging devotion to his concept 

of personal asceticism, he held to the basic norm, "What doth it profit a 

man to gain the whole world?"  His one concession to the way of all 

flesh was his eagerness to make St. Patrick's Day different from any oth-

er day in the year.  Devoted to the Democratic Party, locally and nation-

ally, he stood ever ready to defend its record.  Community wags always 

provided the opportunities. 

 

 

BROTHER ERIC  (Henry A. Magruder) 

Born:  Fairfield, Kentucky, May 23, 1912 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 1, 1958 

 

Brother Eric was a 1929 graduate of St. John's Grammar School in Lou-

isville.  St. John's had opened on August 16, 1860, six weeks after the 

second colony of eight Xaverians led by Brother Paul had arrived in 

Kentucky to assist and encourage Brothers Stephen and Francis.  Brother 

Eric spent his freshmen and sophomore years at St. Xavier's and then en-

tered St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody as a junior in 1931 where he 

joined his blood brother, the future Brother Carlos.  Brother Eric and his 

brother were to be classmates through the juniorate, novitiate (Class of 

1933), and scholasticate.  Brother Eric received his BS degree from 

Catholic University in 1938 and a M.Ed. at the University of Maryland.  

A humble, solid, and direct religious, he began his teaching apostolate in 

1937 at Mission High in Roxbury.  Transferred to Mt. St. Joseph's in 

1940, he taught chemistry and math his first year.  However, when 

World War II drafted two of the Industrial Arts teachers, both Brothers 
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Eric and Carlos were sent back to school to earn thirty credits to be certi-

fied in that field.  Brother Eric continued in the Industrial Arts depart-

ment at the Mount for the next sixteen years.  For the first semester of 

the 1957-58 school year, he taught mechanical drawing at St. X.  When 

the inroads of Hodgkins Disease, cancer of the lymph glands, made it 

impossible to continue, Brother Eric was returned to the Mount on Feb-

ruary 1, 1958, where a Sister-nurse would be in attendance.  He died a 

month later on his brother's birthday.  Brother Eric was forty-five years 

old and had observed his silver jubilee two months earlier.  Shortly be-

fore his death, he wrote to his former Superior in Louisville from Mt. St. 

Joseph's, his great love, the school which had been his field of action for 

years:  "Thanks for having the medical reports sent to me.  As you and I 

know, it is not good.  I have been confined to bed since Monday...I have 

lost control of my lower limbs, but I hope they will 'Come Back.'  I am 

resigned to God's will.  Twenty-five years ago I offered my life to Him, 

and now it is in His hands." 
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M A R C H   1 

 

BROTHER TALBOT MCSHARRY (James Patrick McSharry) 

Born: New York, New York, October 25, 1931 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, March 1, 1999 

 

James Patrick McSharry attended Cardinal Hayes High School and St. 

Joseph’s Juniorate before entering the congregation on September 19, 

1950.  At vestition he received the name “Talbot” in honor of the Vener-

able Matt Talbot, a saintly man from Dublin, Ireland who struggled long 

and fiercely to overcome the addictive bonds of alcoholism.  Little could 

young James have foreseen at the age of eighteen the ironic twist in his 

life that would reflect the life of his Irish Patron 

 

Remarkably, over his thirty-four year high school teaching career, Tal-

bot was stationed at only two missions: six years at Mount St. Joseph’s 

in Baltimore and twenty eight years at St. Joseph’s Regional High 

School, Montvale, New Jersey, where he was among the pioneer group 

that established the school.  There, besides teaching history and criminal 

justice, he served for a while as dean of discipline and as first varsity 

soccer coach.  For ten years he was chaplain to the Montvale Police De-

partment. 

 

Singing was one of Talbot’s passions.  Irish music was in his DNA.   He 

served as a second tenor in the Glee Club of the Friendly Sons of St. Pat-

rick in New York, and in the 1970's recorded an album entitled “Songs 

of the Irish Provinces.”  He was also a member of the Tri-county Pipe 

Band where he played drums and served as drum major.   Every year to 

celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, this compulsive Irish balladeer would sing 

endlessly the night before with the Friendly Sons and then on the day it-

self would jauntily march up New York’s Fifth Avenue, clad in tartan 

kilts, proud to be Irish. 

 

In 1991, Talbot embarked on a new career.  He served as prison chaplain 

at two facilities on Long Island and later at a string of prisons in Tennes-
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see.  He became a vocal advocate for the rights of prisoners.  Beneath 

his brash exterior beat an empathetic heart. 

 

Throughout much of his life, Talbot struggled with alcoholism.  The dis-

ease finally took its toll.  In December of 1998 he was transferred from 

Tennessee to Ryken House, Louisville, where, for the last four months 

of this life, alcohol-free, he had a final concerted effort to regain sobrie-

ty, recommitting himself to AA meetings.  With God’s grace, he won 

that massive struggle, but soon his ravaged body suffered a massive 

breakdown.  He died of a stroke in a Louisville hospital. 

 

Talbot was a colorful, gregarious person.  As one observer noted, “When 

you were around Talbot, things happened!  He was not a lackluster fel-

low!”  He was also a good community man, always faithful to his prayer 

life, and ever a gracious host.  He was a member of the congregation for 

forty-nine years. 
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M A R C H   3 

 

BROTHER ROSARIUS  (Henry Bernard Wameling) 

Born: Utica, New York, September 9, 1916  

Died: Danvers, Massachusetts, March 3, 2003  

 

Born in the Happy Valley of Utica, New York, Brother Rosarius re-

mained devoted to his hometown, returning there for his final mission in 

1972.  Every year he knew when the first snowflake fell in Utica and 

how deep the snows got before the late spring thaw.   

 

Entering the Congregation at Old Point Comfort, Brother Rosarius was 

in one of Brother Julian Ryan’s last classes.  The Novitiate was so 

crowded in the mid-1930’s that Brother Rosarius’ class was professed 

six months early to make room for new postulants.  Without finishing 

his degree Rosie was sent to Holy Name in Brooklyn in 1939.  He even-

tually completed both a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree from Boston 

College.  1940 finds him beginning an eight-year assignment at Mission 

High School in Roxbury.  In many ways, Rosie left his heart at Mission 

High.  He loved his years there, and for him, the Catholic family of Mis-

sion Hill became the ideal.  He kept in touch with his Mission boys until 

the day that he died.   

 

In 1948 he became a history teacher at Xaverian College and the man in 

charge of the novices attending Xaverian College.  To say that Brother 

Rosarius was a very pious novice master is perhaps an understatement.  

Brother Rosarius’ piety and his devotion to our Blessed Mother were the 

hallmarks of his life.  After brief assignments at Saint Michael’s, 

Xaverian High School and Stepinac, Rosarius was assigned to Mount 

Loretto on Staten Island, not so affectionately know to the Brothers as 

“The Rock.”  Life at The Rock was not pleasant for the Brothers as they 

dealt with juvenile delinquents from New York City.  Rosarius’ descrip-

tion of life there to Brother Oswald, then Superior General, brought an 

end to our service at Mount Loretto.  After relatively brief stops at Saint 

Joseph Regional High School and Saint John’s High School, Brother 
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Rosarius returned to Utica.  In 1972 a call went out to help save Notre 

Dame, and Brother Rosarius, a true son of Utica, responded.  He spent 

the next twenty years in Utica at Notre Dame.  He even made the re-

markable transition to teaching girls, something that was hard to imagine 

Rosarius doing.  Yet he did it quite well.   

 

In 1992 he retired to Xaverian House and volunteered in the library at 

Saint John’s Prep until he was no longer well enough to travel up the hill 

to the school.  It must also be added that Brother Rosarius was a good 

athlete and devoted to athletics.  He played tennis well into his 60’s.  In 

the early 1970’s Rosie could beat any young Brother who challenged 

him to a match in tennis.   

 

Brother Rosarius was certainly unique, one of our characters.  He didn’t 

try to be a character.  He just was.  His devotion to the Congregation, to 

our ministry of education and, in a special way, to his novitiate class-

mates was an inspiration to all who knew him.  May he rest in the peace 

of the heavenly “happy valley.” 
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M A R C H   2 

 

 

BROTHER CHRISTIAN  (Edmund Higdon) 

Born:  St. Laurence, Kentucky, November 16, 1873 

Died:  Millbury, Massachusetts, March 2, 1906 

 

Brother Christian died at Mt. St. Joseph's Industrial School which we 

operated from 1900 to 1918 for Monsignor Griffin, the pastor of St. 

John's Parish on Temple Street in Worcester.  When he died, Brother 

Christian was only thirty-three and in his eighth year in religion.  He was 

the brother of Brother Justin (May 21) who survived his brother by thir-

ty-nine years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 224 and 294. 

 

 

BROTHER DUNSTAN  (James Hill) 

Born:  Alston, Lancashire, England, January 2, 1885 

Died:  Mayfield, England, March 2, 1979 

 

Patriarchal Brother Dunstan died at ninety-four, having been a member 

of the Congregation for seventy-nine years.  He had entered in 1900 

from Mayfield where he and his brother John were enrolled.  His life 

had been Clapham College where he taught chemistry from 1914 until 

his retirement in 1950.  He remained on in residence until we disposed 

of the property in 1970.  His subsequent days were a cross of depriva-

tion.  Clapham Common, Nightingale Lane, and Clapham College were 

his sinew and bone.  He was lost even at Mayfield, especially when his 

eyesight failed.  Death spared him from his great dread -- a nursing 

home. 

 

 

M A R C H   2 

 

BROTHER ANTHONY STROMBERG (Brother Armand) 



148 

Born: Baltimore, Maryland, October 23, 1931 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, March 2, 1998 

 

Brother Anthony was a 1949 graduate of Mt. St. Joseph High School.  

He entered the novitiate in September of that year and graduated from 

Catholic University in 1955, majoring in math and science. His first as-

signment was to St. Joseph’s Prep in Bardstown where he became a 

member of the famous “greyhounds” under Brother Nilus Cullen. (No-

vember 15)  Later assignments took him to Our Lady of Good Counsel 

High School, Wheaton, Maryland,  Xaverian High School, Brooklyn, 

New York,  and St. Mary’s Ryken High School, Leonardtown.    

 

In the 1991 he formed a part of the community in Rapid City, South Da-

kota, where he taught at St. Thomas More High School.  Tony was al-

ways the kind, patient man, ever ready to help whether for a haircut, a 

drive to the airport or assistance in arranging for a community celebra-

tion.   

 

His last illness was both difficult and painful, yet he never complained.  

He underwent surgery at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota and 

required further hospitalization in Louisville.  His patience and long suf-

fering were never more evident than in his last few weeks of life.  He 

was a member of the congregation for forty-eight years. 

M A R C H   3 

 

 

BROTHER OSMUND  (Charles A. Gallagher) 

Born:  Portland, Maine, August 1, 1873 

Died:  Newport News, Virginia, March 3, 1953 

 

Brother Osmund died in his eightieth year, but if he had died forty years 

earlier, it would have surprised no one.  In everything involving the 

Xaverian Brothers, he had violent opinions.  Right or wrong, wise or 

foolish, he exploded into ear-splitting harangues.  Charles A. Gallagher 

was a State of Mainer, but in August of 1893 he was working in Somer-
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ville, Massachusetts, when the Xaverian Brothers took charge of St. Jo-

seph's Parochial School.  As one of the Sunday school teachers, young 

Mr. Gallagher was impressed by the Brothers.  He applied for admis-

sion, and he thus became the first of a long line to be enrolled among the 

Brothers from St. Joseph's Parish.  He was invested with the Xaverian 

habit on March 25, 1894, and pronounced vows on New Year's Day in 

1896.  Having completed his novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's, the new 

Brother Osmund went to Louisville where he grew up in the shadow of 

Brothers Stanislaus, Stephen, and Martin, men who had known the 

Founder.  In his sixty years as a Brother, he filled many posts -- local 

Superior at St. John's in Louisville, St. Patrick's in Baltimore, and St. 

Patrick's in Lowell, the latter from 1908 to 1918.  In 1919 he was ap-

pointed Supervisor of Schools for the New England section of the Prov-

ince and in 1920 General Supervisor of Schools for the entire American 

Province.  While fulfilling this post, he also selected the site for the new 

Juniorate in Peabody and was appointed Superior there as well.  Finding 

that he could not do justice to both positions, he relinquished the super-

visorship and devoted his full energies to the Juniorate.  On Sunday, 

August 11, 1928, Brother Osmund received a phone call at Peabody in-

forming him that he had been appointed the fifth Provincial of the Amer-

ican Province; he would continue in that office until 1934.  After step-

ping down as Provincial, he served as a General Councillor and in his re-

tirement years as Postulant-Master at Old Point. During his 

provincialship, he established Xaverian College at Silver Spring, Mary-

land, an outstanding achievement in the history of the American Prov-

ince.  It was the equivalent of, "Take up thy bed and walk." 

M A R C H   4 

 

 

BROTHER ANTHONY (Anthony Judith) 

Born:  Marbergen, Germany, March 11, 1833 

Died:  Mayfield, England, March 4, 1911 

 

In July, 1861, a Brother "Thaddeus" and two other novices were sent 

packing off to their homes in Germany after they had gotten themselves 
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involved in an incident at the Infant School in Bruges.  Subsequently this 

Brother "Thaddeus" became a member of the English Province.  He kept 

his Christian name Anthony; "Thaddeus" was forgotten.  He served for 

years as porter at the normal college at Hammersmith and then went to 

Mayfield.  One of his contemporaries still remembers Brother Anthony's 

quiet and gentle way of dealing with the boys at Mayfield.  He had 

charge of the boys' refectory and kept it spotless. 

 

 

JOSEPH O'LEARY 
Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, July 3, 1911 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, March 4, 1925 

 

Joseph O'Leary, a graduate of St. Joseph's in Somerville, entered the 

Juniorate in Peabody as a freshman in September, 1924.  The following 

February he was in the infirmary for what the doctor decided was an or-

dinary sore throat.  A second doctor called in a few days later to quiet 

the misgivings of the infirmarian recognized the diphtheria odor.  

Rushed to Salem Contagious Hospital on Sunday, March 1, the little fel-

low was shot full of antitoxin.  On Monday he seemed improved; on 

Tuesday the news was not good; on Wednesday Joe was dead.  It was 

Brother Osmund's regret that the sudden hospitalization and the conse-

quent quarantine made giving the habit an impossibility. 

BROTHER JASON 

 

 

BROTHER DIDYMUS  (Edward J. Courchesne) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, July 22, 1890 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 4, 1952 

 

Brother Didymus was the younger brother of Brother Stanislaus (April 

27).  Both of them had been pupils at St. Patrick's Parochial School in 

Lowell, taught by the Xaverians, and in that Irish-American milieu they 

elected to be known as the "Cushing Boys."  Like his friendly rival, 

Brother Omer (March 17), Brother Didymus was a perfectionist.  For 
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freshmen in high school, he was a particularly successful teacher and 

coach of athletics.  

 

 

 

M A R C H   4 

 

 

BROTHER ALOYSIUS  (John Clarkson) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, April 26, 1890 

Died:  Wadhurst, Sussex, England, March 4, 1968 

 

Brother Aloysius was very proud of his Catholic forebears who had kept 

the faith.  He attended the Xaverian school in Preston, and at fifteen he 

went to Mayfield as an aspirant.  In a very short time he was off to 

Bruges where he remained, receiving the habit in 1909 and teaching in 

the English section of the Institute until the outbreak of World War I.  

Back in England, he taught at Brighton, Manchester, and Clapham 

where he was appointed Superior in 1930 and where his affability made 

him the logical person to be put in charge of such sources of revenue as 

garden parties and whist drives.  As a teacher Brother Aloysius was no 

less than brilliant.  He had a particular aptitude for languages and was 

quintalingual, having added Italian to the French, German, and Flemish 

he had acquired as a youth.  Superiorships at Brighton and Bootle fol-

lowed Clapham, and then, on January 1, 1938, Brother Aloysius was ap-

pointed the sixth English Provincial, a post he held until 1947.  As an 

administrator he must be given credit for doing much to hold together 

the English Province during the devastating years of World War II.  It 

was not easy to live in England when bombs were falling daily.  Brother 

Aloysius and his lone companion, a Brother studying at London Univer-

sity, lived almost exclusively in the cellars.  Attending the Fifteenth 

General Chapter in Bruges in 1947, he was elected Third General Coun-

sellor and spent the next eighteen years in Rome, sometimes teaching at 

the Sacred Heart University near the Generalate.  Returning to England 

in 1965, Brother Aloysius lived on for three more years.  At the time of 
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his death, he was seventy-seven and had spent fifty-nine years in reli-

gion. 

 

M A R C H   4 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS AQUINAS (William Francis Wilson) 

Born Brooklyn New York, July 12, 1912 

Died Long Island, New York, March 4, 1996 

 

William F. Wilson was born in the Flatbush area of Brooklyn and after 

losing his parents early in life, was brought up by relatives to whom he 

was deeply attached until death.  Educated at Holy Cross Grammar 

School, the first Xaverian foundation in Brooklyn (1920), he was at-

tracted to the congregation of his teachers and entered Sacred Heart No-

vitiate in 1932 assuming the name Thomas Aquinas.  His first assign-

ment after novitiate was to St. Mary’s Industrial School, where he re-

mained for eleven years from 1934 to 1945. 

 

Then came one of the most significant events in Tom’s life: he was 

transferred to Leonard Hall School  where he fell in love with this 

somewhat sleepy southern town and its environs, a love affair that lasted 

until his death.  It was a place to which he always returned with joy.  But 

in 1956 he was brought by the new provincial, Brother Nilus (November 

15) to Baltimore to act as Provincial Secretary.  Here he remained for 

eight years until 1964, when a life long dream to become a missionary 

was fulfilled when he was assigned to Carmen Pampa, the first of three 

assignments to Bolivia, each of which was complicated by health con-

siderations.  Between these assignments he would return to Leonardtown 

to take positions in either Leonard Hall or Ryken High School. 

 

Tom’s final years were divided between Leonardtown and Xaverian 

High School, Brooklyn.  He enjoyed reminiscing of his days in Bolivia, 

in the provincialate, in Leonardtown.  As death approached, he spent 

much time in prayer, especially in saying the rosary.  Plagued by phlebi-
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tis, he stubbornly held on to life.  He had tried to follow what he dis-

cerned to be God’s will for him, and so in peace and quiet he faced the 

end.   This came while he was on a visit to relatives on Long Island.  

There he entered the hospital where he died March 4, 1996.  After a fu-

neral mass at St. Andrew the Apostle, Brooklyn, he was buried, as he 

wished, in the Xaverian plot in New Cathedral Cemetery, Baltimore. 
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BROTHER MARTINIAN (Edwin V. Smith) 

Born: Utica, New York, June 8, 1914 

Died: Lowell, Massachusetts, March 5, 2000 

 

Brother Martinian, graduate of the last class of Assumption Academy in 

Utica, NY, in June of 1932 entered the Congregation at Old Point, Vir-

ginia, in September of the same year.  His fellow graduate, Harold 

Boyle, accompanied him south to the novitiate.  His teaching career of 

some twenty-four years was bolstered with a degree in chemistry from 

Catholic University and with another in education from Fordham.  It be-

gan with nine years St. Xavier High School, Louisville, followed by 

three years at John Bapst HS, Bangor, Maine. 

 

The New York Archdiocese was the beneficiary of the next fourteen 

years of Brother's illustrious teaching career.  He taught at Cardinal 

Hayes, Stepinac and Mount Loretto.  During the summers while in New 

York Brother served as counselor at various camps staffed by the Broth-

ers.  It was after one such camp season that Brother accepted an engi-

neer's invitation to ride the caboose of his freight train back to Utica for 

his summer vacation. 

 

As a camp councilor Brother Martinian demonstrated his skills at the 

waterfront as a swimming coach and diving instructor.  He lead many a 

group of eager youngsters on long hikes and took campers for overnight 

stays under the stars.  He was an outdoors man.  It was at Mt Loretto that 

the first symptoms of muscular dystrophy reared its ugly head.  He spent 

the next year at the Working Boys Home in Newton, MA.  This gave 

him chance to size up the MS situation.  He decided to push on. 

For the next sixteen years he worked as an assistant librarian at Notre 

Dame HS in his native town of Utica.  He maneuvered the hallways and 

around the tables in the library with a cane first and then with a walker. 

His next assignment was at St. Joseph Regional HS in Montvale, NJ, 
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lasting seventeen years.  During these relative inactive years Brother be-

came very devoted to his television set watching Yankee baseball games 

and participating as best he could in the cable TV Masses.  At this stage 

of his life he got around in a wheel chair with a member of the commu-

nity pushing wherever he wanted to go.  Further inroads of his debilitat-

ing condition necessitated his transfer to the Brothers retirement com-

munity, Xaverian House, in Danvers.  He always kept within easy reach 

a rubber-banded stack of memorial cards of deceased Brothers.  The cur-

rent anniversary card was always on top.  This was to all who knew him 

Marty's special devotion to those confreres who preceded him in death.   

 

Marty spent his final two years at the D'Youville Manor in Lowell.  On 

Sunday March 5th while Sister Felix of the Manor staff and Brother Se-

bastian, superior of Xaverian House, were reciting the glorious mysteries 

of the rosary at Marty's bedside.  It was at the fourth mystery, the As-

sumption of Mary, that Brother Martinian's noble soul was carried on 

angels' wings to his heavenly Father. Through all of his physical disa-

bilities Brother Martinian was cheerful, appreciative and showed the in-

finite patience of a Job as well as the knowing smile of a Mona Lisa. 

M A R C H   6 

 

 

BROTHER LIVINUS  (Frederick Van Massenhove) 

Born:  Icteghem, Belgium, October 27, 1842 

Died:  Clapham, England, March 6, 1902 

 

Assigned to Clapham in 1899, Brother Livinus lived there only three 

years when he passed away in 1902 at the age of fifty-nine.  He had 

spent twenty-four years in the Belgian Province.  Entering in April, 

1875, he spent almost twenty-seven years in the community.  He is bur-

ied at Mayfield. 

 

 

BROTHER MARK  (Francis E. McCarthy) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, September 23, 1901 
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Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, March 6, 1977 

 

Brother Mark of the American Central Province died in his seventy-sixth 

year, his fifty-seventh as a Xaverian.  A few hours after he attended the 

Sunday community Mass, he was found unconscious.  Rushed to 

Malden Hospital, he was pronounced dead on arrival.  Brother Mark had 

retired in 1976 after a career that had begun in 1921 at St. Mary's Male 

Academy in Norfolk, Virginia.  In the intervening years he had been As-

sistant to the Provincial, Supervisor of Schools, and an elected delegate 

to the General Chapter.  From 1934 to 1940, he was Director of Studies 

at St. John's Prep in Danvers; Brother Aubert Downey (April 24) was 

Headmaster.  Educationally they made a cracker-jack team.  In 1951 

Brother Mark was appointed Superior and Principal of Flaget High 

School in Louisville, and in 1958 he assumed charge of the newly-

opened Good Counsel High School in Wheaton, Maryland.  During his 

last years, although handicapped by deafness and physical ailments, he 

served in a supervisory capacity at Nazareth High School in Brooklyn 

and at Malden Catholic High School. 

M A R C H   7 

 

 

BROTHER SERAPHIM (Peter Wolfart) 

Born:  Alsace-Lorraine, September 11, 1876 

Died:  Westborough, Massachusetts, March 7, 1956 

 

After emigrating from Alsace when he was eighteen, Brother Seraphim 

spent a year in South Boston before entering our novitiate.  He received 

the habit on New Year's Day in 1896 along with Brother Gerald Griffin 

who was described in his obituary notice as a unique character in the his-

tory of the American Province, a questionable nomination.  Brother Ser-

aphim lived to be eighty with the aid of daily ice-cold showers and a diet 

of bread and vegetables; he made good his boast that he would bury 

Brothers Aquinas (l933), Robert (1946), Felix (1932) and Fabian (1939), 

who were his contemporaries at the Working Boys' Home where Brother 

Seraphim spent forty years.  A frustrated comedian, he would do or say 
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anything for a laugh; he loved baiting his Superiors, and he told them 

confidentially that the cross he had to carry was the fact that no Superior 

understood him.  He was unique. 

 

 

BROTHER SIXTUS  (Andrew E. Demshock) 

Born:  Hazelton, Pennsylvania, November 4, 1897 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, March 7, 1977 

 

Hospitalized for only four days at St. Mary's Hospital, Brother Sixtus 

succumbed in his eightieth year, his sixty-fourth in the Congregation.  

He was the uncle of Brother Bennett Klinger who had died in February 

of 1958.  Most of Brother Sixtus' teaching assignments were spent in the 

Maryland area, especially Leonardtown where he spent twenty-seven 

years at either Leonard Hall or Ryken High School. 

M A R C H   8 

 

 

BROTHER PHILIP  (John Griffin) 

Born:  Charlestown, Massachusetts, March 6, 1850 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 8, 1928 

 

Johnny Griffin, the first American-born Xaverian, was not yet thirteen 

when Brother Paul Van Gerwen accepted him as an aspirant on Xavier 

Day in 1862.  As one of the boys from the nearby German Orphanage, 

he had attended St. Boniface School in Louisville where the Brothers 

taught.  He had been at the Orphanage since he was six; sometime be-

fore that his parents had emigrated south from Massachusetts.  Before he 

received the habit and took the name Philip on June 29, 1865, the pa-

tronal feast of St. Paul, he pioneered at St. Martin's School in Louisville 

as a pupil-teacher, assisting Brother Bernardine, the only Brother at the 

school.  As the senior among the youngsters received in Louisville, 

Brother Philip grew up into our Cato the Censor on what constituted 

Xaverian tradition.  As Provincial, Brother Isidore always deferred to 

him in matters concerning our Customs and History.  For thirteen years 
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after receiving the habit, Brother Philip continued to teach in our schools 

in Louisville.  In 1878, at the age of twenty-eight, he was sent to Balti-

more to open St. James' Home.  He was the pioneer Superior at the un-

successful West Troy, New York, foundation in 1880.  When St. Peter's 

School in Richmond was added to our roster of schools by Brother Alex-

ius in 1881, Brother Philip was sent as Superior and remained in that ca-

pacity until 190l.  During that time and for years afterward, the names 

Richmond and Brother Philip were practically synonymous.  The last 

twenty-three years of his religious life were spent at Mt. St. Joseph's, 

where he taught for many years, unyielding in his opposition to any ac-

tivity that used up class time.  Brother Philip's slogan was, "Teach 

School!"  He died two days after his seventy-eighth birthday from the in-

firmities of old age at St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore.  He had worn the 

Xaverian habit for sixty-three years. 

MEN AND DEEDS Chapter 25 

 

BROTHER SIMON  (George Lee Drury) 

Born:  Big Clifty, Kentucky, November 2, 1884 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 8, 1960 

 

Brother Simon was the natural musician who experienced no difficulty 

in mastering one more instrument.  During his stay at St. John's, Dan-

vers, from 1913 to 1919, where he taught in the Commercial Depart-

ment, Brother Simon had charge of the school orchestra.  In 1919 he was 

assigned to St. Mary's Industrial School in Baltimore to replace the late 

Brother Pancratius (June 21).  For the next forty years the seemingly 

tireless Brother Simon taught bands at St. Mary's, St. Xavier's, and Mt. 

St. Joseph's.  He was active with the band boys until shortly before his 

death at St. Agnes Hospital in his seventy-sixth year, his fifty-sixth in 

the Congregation 

 

 

 

M A R C H   8 
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BROTHER MARTIN JOHN  (George M. Spalding) 

Born:  Bardstown, Kentucky, February 27, 1910 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 8, 1970 

 

A graduate of St. Joseph's Prep, Bardstown, Brother Martin John re-

ceived his AB and MA degrees at Notre Dame University.  He joined us 

on February 13, 1935, two weeks before his twenty-fifth birthday.  His 

teaching assignments included St. Teresa's in Brooklyn, Mount St. Jo-

seph's in Baltimore, St. Francis de Sales in Utica, Mission High School 

in Roxbury, and Flaget High in Louisville.  In and out of school he was 

the Apostle of the Underdog.  He was active in school journalism and 

athletics.  Afflicted with hardening of the cerebral arteries, he spent his 

last six years at Seton Institute in Baltimore. 

 

 

BROTHER ANTON  (George A. Metzguer) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 1, 1917 

Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, March 8, 1983 

 

Brother Anton, a stalwart Xaverian for forty-eight years, died in his 

sleep at Malden Catholic High School.  He had been hospitalized by a 

heart attack the previous February, but after receiving a pacemaker, he 

improved rapidly and returned to community apparently in good health a 

few days before his death.  Brother Anton attended the Juniorate in Pea-

body and entered the novitiate at Fortress Monroe in 1935.  Receiving 

his AB in mathematics from Catholic University, he was sent to Boys' 

Catholic in Malden where he introduced physics to the curriculum in 

1944.  While Director of Studies at Mt. St. Joseph's, he volunteered for 

duty in East Africa.  His longest and most cherished ministry (twenty-

five years) was to his beloved African students in Lira, Kaimosi, Kitale, 

and Kakamega.  Brother Anton returned to Malden in 1978 when he felt 

unable to carry his full load in Africa.  One of the most moving stories in 

the annals of Xaverianism must be the loving and tender care Brother 

Anton extended to the aging Brother Aubert Downey (April 24) during 
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his final two years.  In his eulogy for Brother Anton, Brother Robert Sul-

livan, himself a former pupil, said of him:  "His witness was that of a 

caring man, of a gifted teacher, and of a genuine religious, crying in the 

wilderness of our teenage years, 'Make a straight way for the Lord'." 

 

M A R C H   9 

 

 

BROTHER THEOFIEL  (Theofiel Verschaete) 

Born:  Gullegem, Belgium, December 19, 1857 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, March 9, 1944 

 

Brother Theofiel, who entered on February 12 in 1880, was Superior at 

the Institute in Bruges from 1897 to 1913 when he was named Provin-

cial.  Previously both Brother Vincent (May 2) and Brother John Chrys-

ostom (February 12) had acted as Superior General and Provincial of the 

Belgian Province.  In February, 1915, on the death of Brother John 

Chrysostom, Brother Theofiel, as first Assistant, became the acting Gen-

eral and with the permission of the Holy See, continued in office during 

World War I and until a General Chapter could be convened in 1919.  

He was in his day an important figure in the Belgian Province, attending 

the ten chapters between 1893 and 1937 and being elected Third Assis-

tant in 1899 and First in 1905, 1911, and 1919.  When Brother Theofiel 

died at the Sacred Heart Novitiate in Torhout in his eighty-seventh year, 

his nephew, Brother Xavier (May 1), was carrying on as the Belgian 

Provincial during the trying years of World War II. 
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BROTHER KENNETH McCARTHY (Brother Farrell) 

Born:  New York, New York, July 23, 1937 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, March 9, 2007 

 

A graduate of Holy Name and Saint Michael’s Diocesan High School in 

Brooklyn, Kenneth McCarthy entered the Congregation at Old Point on 

July 8, 1955, and received the Habit and the name Farrell on the Feast of 

the Nativity of Mary two months later.  Graduating from the Catholic 

University in 1961 with a degree in French, he was assigned to Saint X 

where he taught Spanish, French and religion from 1961 until 1968.  The 

next ten years found him at Ryken High School in Leonardtown.  During 

his years as a full-time teacher, he earned a Master’s degree in French 

from Rivier College in New Hampshire.  In 1979 he completed a Mas-

ter’s degree in business from Notre Dame and then spent a year at 

Mount Saint Joseph as the Business Manager.   

 

During the 1980 school year he did urban ministry work in North Dako-

ta and then moved to Denver, Colorado, where he worked in two 

schools, serving as the Principal for two years at Saint Joseph School.  A 

break-down in health necessitated his return to Louisville and Ryken 

House.  From 1985 until 1988 he worked at Saint X.  In 1988 he began 

four years of work with the American Commercial Bargeline.  Ken 

would ride up and down the Ohio River on the barges, serving as an ed-

ucational coordinator and teacher for the young men who worked on the 

barges.  Brother Cornelius Hubbuch says that these were the happiest 

years of Ken’s life.  From 1993 to 1994 Ken served as a Case Worker at 

the office of Congressman Romano Mazzoli in Louisville and then at 

Assisi Bridge House in Louisiana.  He returned to Saint X for a final five 

years where he served in the office of Alumni Relations.  Ken added a 

“Brother presence” to all of Saint X’s alumni events, and since he had 

taught at the school for seven years during the 1960s, he knew many of 

the alumni and their families.  He spent the remaining years of his life 
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helping out at both Ryken House and Xaverian House and doing volun-

teer work for various agencies.   

 

For many years Ken endured serious health problems, but, like the 

trooper he was, he managed them.  His final illness, congestive heart 

failure, came on him rather suddenly, and he lived the last few months of 

his life at Nazareth Home in Louisville where he died on March 9
th

.  He 

is buried in the Brother’s cemetery at Saint X where he spent so many 

years of his life. 
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BROTHER GILES  (William Schmitz) 

Born:  Dooven, Germany, March 13, 1827 

Died:  Mayfield, England, March 11, 1905 

 

Brother Giles was thirty-one when he entered at "Het Walletje" in June, 

1858.  That year, all of Mr. Ryken's recruits, eight in number, came from 

across the Rhine.  Four of them persevered--Brothers Philip, Felix, 

Ephrem, and Giles.  Brother Giles did not receive the habit on Xavier 

Day in 1859 when the Founder, in a habit-giving mood, clothed practi-

cally all the postulants.  He had to wait until Brother Vincent took care 

of him on May 1, 1860.  His first assignment away from Bruges was at 

the country place in nearby St. Andre.  Here the Founder was "Master of 

the House" (Superior) and cook; Brother Giles looked after the 

bakeshop.  For years Brother Giles was a member of the community at 

Mayfield, and the brethren were always happy to gather around and hear 

about the Founder and the early days in Bruges.  Brother Giles died two 

days before his seventy-eighth birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER TERENCE  (Thomas B. Kildery) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, April 2, 1908 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, March 10, 1934 

 

Thomas Kildery was a bright-eyed youngster in attendance at St. John's 

Prep in Danvers when he transferred to the Juniorate in September of 

1923 at the beginning of his third year of high school.  He had previous-

ly attended St. John's elementary school in Peabody.  Young Thomas' 

first contact with the Xaverians had come through Brother Rembert 

Cunningham (October 25), a friend of the Kildery family, who would 

spend time with them during the summer.  Admitted to the novitiate in 

1925, Thomas took the name Terence in honor of the Little Flower, St. 

Therese, who had been canonized that same year.  Professed five years 
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later on August 15, 1930, Brother Terence was off to the missions, first 

at Louisville and then Wheeling.  Math and science were his fields.  A 

year later he was on the sick list, but he was still the tall, handsome 

young man who exuded charm and fraternal charity.  An operation at 

Baker Memorial Hospital, a part of Mass General, in 1931 for what was 

thought to be tonsilitis revealed a more serious trouble--malignant can-

cer of the throat.  After what the doctors considered successful surgery 

and radiation treatment, Brother Terence was sent to the Working Boys' 

Home in Newton Highlands and then the Juniorate to recuperate.  The 

doctors were wrong, and he suffered for three years.  Eating became in-

creasingly difficult, and his once strong 220 pound frame shrank to 155 

pounds.  Brother Terence was hospitalized again in early November of 

1933 when the pain had become so extreme that he could not even wear 

the collar.  In one of a series of letters written to his sister, Sister Julie 

Kildery, S.N.D., who was stationed at St. Patrick's High School in Low-

ell, he wrote from his sick bed:  "How do I feel about it?  You know bet-

ter than to ask that now.  I find it easy to say ‘Thy will be done,’ but I of-

ten wonder how much of it I mean.  I try to be sincere; still, I guess I'll 

have to ‘burn some more’ before I will be."  Brother Terence died less 

than a month before his twenty-sixth birthday.  His remains were waked 

at the Juniorate in Peabody where he had begun his religious life with 

the Brothers almost nine years earlier. 

 

SISTER JULIE KILDERY, S.N.D. 
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BROTHER CHRISTOPHER  (Edward Hazlehurst) 

Born:  Manchester, England, May 21, 1908 

Died:  Manchester, England, March 10, 1988 

 

Brother Christopher's long career found him at many of the missions of 

the English Province, teaching geography, history and English.  His 

longest mission was Clapham (1958 to 1975) where he was the last 

Xaverian to serve.  Xaverian presence at Clapham (now St. Francis Xa-

vier College in honor of the Xaverians) ended with Brother Christopher's 

retirement in 1975.  An avid gardener and geographer, Brother Christo-

pher busied himself in his retirement with these hobbies.  In 1975 with 

Brothers Evan (September 30) and Valerian (March 22), he made a trip 

through the United States which he described thoroughly in a journal 

which he kept.  He not only described the areas he visited but did a geo-

graphical survey of them as well.  Brother Christopher's long life nearly 

ended earlier due to his generous hospitality to two visiting American 

Brothers.  Brother Christopher took the two Brothers on a tour of the 

Lake District such as no visitor  to England has ever had.  On a lonely 

country lane headed for a very much out of the way inn for tea, the 

American Brother who was driving momentarily forgot that the English 

drive on the left.  Brother Christopher was not at all flustered by the near 

disaster which followed as he calmly told the American Brother that he 

was on the wrong side of the road and not the lorry which was rushing at 

them. 

 

M A R C H   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER IDESBALD  (Richard De Jonghe) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, December 26, 1881 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 11, 1941 
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As a schoolboy, Richard De Jonghe attended St. James Parochial School 

in Bruges where our Brothers taught.  Entering the novitiate in July of 

1898, he received the habit that September and chose as his patron St. 

Idesbald, Abbot of Our Lady of the Dunes, whose body is preserved in-

corrupt in Bruges.  For several years Brother Idesbald taught at St. 

James Parochial School in Ezelstraat.  In 1906 he went with Brother 

Ferdinand De Muynck to found St. Leo's School in Zedelgem.  From 

1911 down to the opening days of World War I, he taught at St. Joseph's 

in Heist.  After a few months at Mayfield, England, as a war refugee, he 

was reassigned to the Institute at Bruges.  Here he fulfilled the exacting 

post of sacristan.  He died in his sixtieth year.  He had been an indefati-

gable worker and an excellent community man. 
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BROTHER URBAN FRANCIS  (Paul Patrick Shine) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, October 26, 1915 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 11, 2006 

 

Paul Shine was an eight year old when Brother Urban Kelly and four 

confreres arrived at Holy Name Parish in Brooklyn in the summer of 

1924 to open the second Xaverian school in that diocese.  Upon his 

graduation from Holy Name, Paul became one of the numerous Brook-

lyn boys who made the trek north to Peabody to become aspirants at St. 

Joseph’s Juniorate.  He entered the Novitiate on January 6, 1933, and 

was invested on the Feast of the Assumption, taking the name Urban 

Francis to honor both his grade school principal and his father.  He 

earned a BA and an MA in French at the Catholic University of Ameri-

ca, and later pursued further studies at the University of Maryland and at 

Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda. 

 

Brother Urban’s first teaching assignment was a two-year stay at St. Jo-

seph’s Preparatory School in Bardstown, Kentucky, followed by eight 

years at St. Xavier’s in Louisville and nine years at the Mount.  Students 

from his Baltimore years sent condolences to the school when they heard 

of his death.  One recalled him as “the type of person you knew on sight 

was kind, sensitive, helpful and friendly.  At the mention of his name, I 

still get a mental image of his broad smile, his booming yet inviting 

voice, and the expectation of some nugget of a helpful suggestion to 

make the day be more pleasant and productive.” 

 

Urban spent three years in Utica, New York, as the principal of St. Fran-

cis de Sales High School, before being missioned in 1959 to Mumias, 

Kenya and St. Peter’s Secondary School where he served as Headmaster 

for eight of his nine years in East Africa.  The “broad smile” and “boom-

ing yet inviting voice” of this tall American in a white Xaverian habit 

made a profound impression on his Kenyan students who remembered 
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him and his dedication to them four decades after he returned to the 

United States. 

 

St. John’s Preparatory School had awarded Urban his high school di-

ploma when he graduated from the Juniorate, and it was in Danvers that 

he spent the last thirty-eight years of his life.  He taught there until his 

retirement in 1986, but he remained a part of the Prep scene, prefecting 

for a while in the Dining Hall, enthusiastically cheering (“booming 

voice”) and whistling at athletic events over twenty more years. 

 

Extremely devoted to his family, Urban was also a stalwart member of 

the Xaverian House community. He was outstanding in his kindness to-

wards to all the Brothers, especially those more infirm than he, and his 

warm welcome to visitors, all of whom he called “Chief”, since remem-

bering names was not one of his strong points.  He was grateful for the 

smallest favor, his sincerity clearly marking his face. 

 

In the eulogy that he presented at Brother Urban’s funeral on March 17, 

his long-time community friend Brother Edward Keefe commented: 

Now, somewhere along the way, Urb acquired in community two 

nicknames: the first, “Smiling Urb,” is a reflection of his totally 

unselfish personality and of his jovial relationship with one and all 

– his family, his friends, his brothers in community.  The second, 

“Quiet Urban,” we all recognize to be an egregious misnomer, for 

Urb was never quiet, except perhaps when he was alone.  Celebrat-

ing today his very first St. Patrick’s Day in heaven, I doubt sincere-

ly that it will be for Urb a quiet day.  The citizens of heaven will 

soon realize that heaven just won’t be the same anymore now that 

Urb is there. 

Urb’s enjoyment of life and his enjoyment of others have always 

characterized his presence among us. He was never pretentious nor 

imposing, but always simple and gentle, natural and courteous, un-

complicated and genuine.  Urb was one of those people of whom it 

is said: “What you see is what you get!” 
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Brother Urban died at the Kaplan Family Hospice House in Danvers at 

the age of ninety, after seventy-three years as a  Xaverian Brother, giv-

ing glory to God by the goodness of his life. 
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BROTHER VICTOR DECEUNINCK (Brother Filip) 

Born: Bruges, Belgium, April 11, 1929 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, March 11, 2009 

 

Known more familiarly to his brothers in Belgium by his religious name, 

Filip, he was approaching his 80
th

 birthday in a month and had been a 

member of the congregation for 63 years. He had a long life of service 

and fraternity in several different places in Flanders. 

 

After receiving his degree in literature in 1952, Filip began his profes-

sional teaching ministry at St. Francis Xavier Institute in Brugge, where 

he remained until 1958 except for a one-year assignment as Scholastic 

Master in the formation house in Torhout. He then moved to the faculty 

of St. Bernardus Institute in Knokke, where he served as Headmaster 

from 1962 to 1968 and also served as community treasurer. 

 

From 1968 to 1972, Filip lived in the Xaverian community at St.-

Michiels while teaching in the secondary school “Spes Nostra” in 

Zedelgem. He moved to the community there in 1972, where he contin-

ued teaching until his retirement in 1989. When the Brothers left the vil-

lage of Zedelgem in 1999, he moved again to the community at St.-

Michiels, where he remained until that community closed in 2007, when 

he relocated to the SFX community in Brugge. 

 

Bro. Filip is remembered as a man who “knew how to live” and was not 

easily thrown off balance. He thought things over quietly before moving 

into action. He had several interests and hobbies, which he also put at 

the service of others. With a particular interest in local history, geogra-

phy and culture, he served as secretary of the local association of history 

and geography in Zedelgem for over 20 years and used his interest in 

computers to design and print the association’s magazine. He also served 

as the village librarian and received a certificate of recognition and ap-

preciation from the town for his service. He was a self-taught carpenter 



171 

and made simple furniture, as well as models of historical structures, es-

pecially churches in France, where he had traveled several times. He de-

lighted in the beauty of the places he had visited and enthusiastically 

shared his photographs of them. 
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BROTHER MARTIN  (James Hahnel) 

Born:  Koenigswinter, Germany, October 24, 1824 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, March 12, 1907 

 

Brother Martin was born in Koenigswinter on the right bank of the 

Rhine between Coblenz and Cologne.  He joined us from the latter city 

where he had earned his living as a baker.  Arriving in Bruges on April 

7, 1847, in his twenty-third year, he received the habit that October 3rd 

when the Founder and his first disciples pronounced final vows.  Brother 

Martin cooked at "Het Walletje" until the 1860's when Brother Vincent 

appointed him Superior and cook in the three-man community in Pres-

ton, England.  After the First General Chapter in August, 1869, he was 

assigned to Louisville where he spent the rest of his days, except for a 

few months at Old Point Comfort.  In Louisville he labored at St. Peter's 

and at the Institute on Fourth Street.  When age began to creep up on 

him, he was relieved of class duties and became procurator.  Active until 

two weeks before the end, he died of pneumonia in his eighty-third year, 

just a month before his diamond jubilee.  In MEN AND DEEDS, Broth-

er Julian singled out Brother Martin for his devotion to the Blessed Sac-

rament. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 295-296 

 

 

BROTHER AUGUSTINUS  (Maurice Danneels) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, December 25, 1887 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 12, 1910 
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Brother Augustinus, brother of Brother Romanus (July 9), entered on 

August 18, 1902, in his fifteenth year.  He received the habit on Septem-

ber 8, 1904, and made his profession on the same day in 1908.  After he 

had completed his novitiate and received his diploma from the normal 

school in Torhout, he taught for a short time at the Institute in Bruges.  

An ardent footballer, he contracted pneumonia and died in his twenty-

third year.  On his deathbed he said, "I am going to Heaven.  I die in 

peace." 

 

 

BROTHER MICHAEL  (Michael Simoens) 

Born:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, September 29, 1875 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 12, 1932 

 

Brother Michael entered the Congregation in 1889 when he was four-

teen.  He received the habit on April 20, 1895, and that November went 

to England where he was professed on June 14, 1900.  In the early days 

of World War I, many of the Belgian Brothers were refugees at May-

field.  Some of them were called up for military service.  At the age of 

forty, Brother Michael sought and obtained permission to volunteer.  He 

served in France as a baker at a camp for Belgian soldiers.  After the war 

he was stationed in Mayfield, Clapham, and Manchester until 1924 

when he went back to Belgium.  Ill for some years before his death in 

1932, he edified all by his patient resignation and his holy death. 
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BROTHER ADALBERT  (Jason Rolfe Strong) 

Born:  Cleveland, Ohio, May 13, 1886 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, March 12, 1959 
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Brother Adalbert, who was a convert from the Episcopalian faith, en-

tered in 1909 at the age of twenty-three and died fifty years later.  Illness 

prevented the formal celebration of his golden jubilee.  In 1922 he pub-

lished STARLIGHT OF THE HILLS--A ROMANCE OF THE 

KENTUCKY MOUNTAINS.  He was also the author of the Cyrenian 

on Brother Sulpicius Cross with whom he had pioneered at Bardstown 

from 1911 to 1914.  In his fifty years with us, Brother Adalbert was Su-

perior at Central Catholic High School in Wheeling, West Virginia, and 

at John Bapst High School in Bangor, Maine, but most of his assign-

ments were in Kentucky--six years at Bardstown, four at Flaget, and 

twenty-six at St. Xavier's. 

 

 

BROTHER CHARLES JOSEPH  (Paul J. Norris) 

Born:  Leonardtown, Maryland, January 9, 1894 

Died:  Signal Mountain, Tennessee, March 12, 1971 

 

In his thirty-third year, Paul Norris entered the novitiate at Old Point 

Comfort, Virginia, on September 1, 1926, and received the habit on the 

following St. Joseph's Day when he became Brother Charles Joseph.  

The first of his two assignments was to the Juniorate in Peabody where 

he was sent in 1928.  His second was at Xaverian College, Silver Spring, 

beginning in 1939.  In both places he was in charge of the farm.  His was 

a hard and often thankless task, but "Charlie Joe" took it all in stride.  

Retiring in the 1960's and breaking up mentally and physically, he re-

mained on at Xaverian College until 1970 when he entered a nursing 

home in Leonardtown, the town of his birth.  He died of uremic poison-

ing at the Alexian Brothers Rest Home at Signal Mountain, Tennessee. 

 

 

BROTHER ANTHONY  (William M. Hourihan) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, October 22, 1901 

Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, March 12, 1985 
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Brother Anthony died at the age of eighty-three at Malden Hospital after 

a long period of illness.  He suffered from emphysema and pneumonia 

until his heart was unable to cope with the continual accumulation of 

fluid.  Brother Anthony had entered the Congregation in 1921.  During 

his sixty-four years as a Xaverian, he excelled as a Latin teacher at St. 

Xavier's, St. John's Prep, St. John's High School (both in Worcester and 

Shrewsbury), Mission High in Roxbury, and at Malden Catholic where 

he was twice assigned for a total of twenty years.  He was the Superin-

tendent of the Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands from 1939 to 

1945 where his kind attention to the boys was noteworthy.  From 1947 

to 1950 he served as Principal of St. Matthew's Grammar School in 

Brooklyn.  In his earlier years Brother Anthony had been an enthusiastic 

basketball coach, and as the years progressed he kept close tabs on the 

various school and Boston-area teams.  In 1934 he received his AB de-

gree from Catholic University, and he did further studies at the Universi-

ty of Louisville, Notre Dame, Fordham, and St. John's University.  In 

1960 Brother Anthony was the driving force behind the establishment of 

the annual Memorial Mass for deceased Brothers.  It was fitting that on 

the twenty-fifth anniversary of this Xaverian tradition, September 29, 

1985, Brother Anthony himself would be among those eulogized and 

remembered. 
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BROTHER JORIS  (Marcel de Groote) 

Born:  September 29, 1926, Knokke, Belgium 

Died:  Zelzate, Belgium, March 12, 2006,  

 

Marcel de Groote, born at Knokke in 1926 to hard-working and God-

fearing parents, was fourteen years old when the Second World War 

broke out.  Since the family did not have the financial means to pay for 

the education of all the children, young Marcel worked for an entire year 

in a sawmill where he was forced to work for the Germans.  This experi-

ence, in the midst of many children and other young people, stayed with 

him for the rest of his life: his concern for the poor and the dispossessed 

never left him. 

  

In 1943, Marcel entered the Xaverian Brothers where he went through 

the different stages of religious formation during which he received the 

name Joris, before beginning his upper level studies at the Catholic Uni-

versity of Louvain.  In 1951, the university authorities wanted to keep 

him as an assistant but Brother Joris refused to accept this offer because 

he preferred the evangelization of young people through education rather 

than a career in science.  During the course of the 1951-52 school year, 

he taught at the St. Francis Xavier Institute in Bruges.  Although he was 

a successful physics teacher, creating some very innovative experiments, 

nevertheless he became involved with students who were less gifted in-

tellectually and with the poor of the city of Bruges. 

  

In 1952, he came to Likasi as a mathematics and science teacher at Sa-

cred Heart Institute  

(later the Tutazamie Institute) which, at that time, was nearly exclusively 

for privileged white students.  It is not surprising then that Brother Joris 

immediately felt called to dedicate himself to the less fortunate young 

people of the town and to organize recreational activities which provided 

him with the opportunity of initiating other activities related to human 

and Christian formation. 
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Brother Joris was a man full of ideas.  Hardly had he started a project 

when he was already dreaming about other possibilities that would bene-

fit young people.  Ndakata was his second accomplishment where the 

pioneers remain full of esteem and gratitude for Brother Joris who gave 

them faith to carry on by encouraging a spirit of work and love for oth-

ers. 

  

Joris thought only about the well being of others through a total forget-

fulness of self and, as a result, he related more and more with the de-

plorable fate of the street children. In order to help them, he created the 

Kibwe Center where there were dozens of street children for whom he 

provided an education in farming before offering them a small house and 

fields where they could get established, get married, begin a family and 

earn a decent living. 

  

Brother Joris’s life and enthusiasm were contagious.  Several young 

people, struck by his prayer life and the very generous life of their 

“chief,” felt the desire growing in them to imitate him and they asked 

him to envision the creation of a fraternity whose members devoted 

themselves to the deprived of society not in the cities but in the interior 

of the country where farming could assure them their proper subsistence: 

The Fraternity of Friendship. 

  

Unfortunately, especially at the beginning of the year 2000, Brother 

Joris’s physical strength diminished rather rapidly to such a point that it 

became almost impossible for him to leave his bedroom.  Sensing that 

his extensive, medical needs had become undeniable for him, he asked, 

in 2002, to return to Europe, although his biggest desire was to die in the 

Congo among his beloved. 

  

Since 2002, his health grew more serious which required care day and 

night.  Brother Joris passed away peacefully on Sunday, March 12, 

2006, the Sunday of the Transfiguration of Our Lord. 
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It would be a grave error if we only mentioned the activities of Brother 

Joris.  He was above all a man of God and it was from this God that he 

drew his strength to give himself totally to all those who suffer from pri-

vation, from neglect and from injustice: the poor, the weak and the op-

pressed of the world.  Never did he lose sight as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ that he was called to walk in his footsteps and to be, in word and 

in deed, a minister of God’s saving love to all those whom he met on his 

pilgrimage on earth. 

   [Adapted from a eulogy by Brother Roger Demon, CF.X.] 
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BROTHER AMANDUS  (Thomas F. Boutlier) 

Born:  Lingan, Cape Breton Island, Canada, October 25, 1864 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 13, 1938 

 

Brother Amandus was the older brother of Brother Matthias (October 

16).  The two of them were a study in contrasts, physically and temper-

amentally.  Brother Amandus, the bean-pole type, spoke when spoken 

to; Brother Matthias, the giant, could be the hail-fellow-well-met.  When 

Brother Norbert, the newly-appointed Superior at Mount Saint Joseph's, 

took over in 1907, he entrusted to Brother Amandus all problems involv-

ing buying and maintaining the property.  For the next thirty years, the 

new procurator was the dedicated man who looked after temporals.  He 

was the exemplar who went around doing good. 

 

 

BROTHER FABIAN  (Patrick J. Lyons) 

Born:  Tallow, County Waterford, Ireland, November 2, 1882 

Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, March 13, 1939 

 

Only a baby when his parents emigrated from Ireland to Lowell, Massa-

chusetts, Brother Fabian grew up the most Irish Irishman that ever lived.  

Next to Ireland, his great love was the Working Boys' Home in Newton 

Highlands, Massachusetts, where he was Superintendent for many years.  

The Home had been founded in 1883 by a Father Roche and was origi-

nally located in Boston.  The move to Newton Highlands had been made 

around the turn of the century.  When Cardinal O'Connell asked the 

Brothers to take charge, the Home was in a shambles.  Brother Fabian 

was one of the pioneer band who arrived on January 1, 1908.  He was 

Assistant to Brother Sylvester, and in months they worked miracles.  

Cardinal O'Connell would never regret the decision he made, somewhat 

begrudgingly, that the Brothers would be directly responsible to him 

with no priest-superintendent as middleman.  After a brief stay at New-
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ton, Brother Fabian was appointed Superior at Newport News, Virginia; 

he was twenty-seven at the time.  He would remain in some office of au-

thority the rest of his life.  After a Superiorship at St. Joseph's in Somer-

ville, Brother Fabian returned to Newton Highlands in 1917 as Superin-

tendent.  For the next twenty-two years, he ran the Home.  Cardinal 

O'Connell had procured from Rome a dispensation to hold him in office 

beyond the time allowed by Canon Law.  Why change the right man in 

the right place at the right time?  As with many of the Brothers with 

whom he labored at the Working Boys' Home, Brother Fabian was tu-

bercular.  Technically his death was due to cardiac asthma, but somehow 

this valiant little man, who had been anointed every year for years, had 

lost the will to live.  Brother Aquin, his first assistant, saw to it that this 

Irishman went to his grave on St. Patrick's Day. 
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BROTHER RONALD BONTI (Brother Vernon) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, March 23, 1932  

Died:  Danvers Massachusetts, March 14, 2013 

 

Ronald Bonti joined the Congregation after graduating from St. Mi-

chael’s Diocesan High School, Brooklyn in 1949.  He entered the noviti-

ate at Old Point Comfort, Virginia on September 19 of that year, re-

ceived the habit and the name Brother Vernon on the Feast of St. Joseph, 

1950, and made his first profession of vows on that same day in 1952. 

After earning his bachelor’s degree in 1955 from the Catholic University 

of America with certification in mathematics, physics and chemistry, his 

first two teaching assignments were at Mount St. Joseph from 1955 to 

1961 and Flaget High School, where he taught until 1964.  

 

Early in his career, Brother Vernon was given the nickname “Yogi” not 

only because of his resemblance to the baseball hero of the New York 

Yankees, Yogi Berra, but also because of their shared ability to make 

witty comments and one-liners that could humorously sum up an argu-

ment or a situation in a few choice words. 

 

While at Flaget Ron responded to the call to mission in Bolivia where he 

spent thirteen years teaching in our schools in the Altiplano and in Co-

chabamba. He returned to his native Brooklyn in 1977 and taught at 

Xaverian High School until 1987, when he became, along with his sister 

Olga, a caregiver for his mother. After her death he became the director 

of the Brothers’ community.  He was known for his kindness and gen-

tleness with the Brothers, a genuine spirit of hospitality to visitors as 

well as his wry sense of humor.  His days on Shore Road also afforded 

him ample opportunity to spend time with his sister who lived nearby in 

Bay Ridge. In 2007, after suffering some medical setbacks and with 

fewer Brothers in residence at Xaverian, he stepped down as director.  

Ron later moved to Xaverian House in Danvers, where he spent his last 

few years.  
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182 

M A R C H   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER LOUIS  (Aloysius Amend) 

Born:  Wiesenfeld, Bavaria, October 16, 1881 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, March 15, 1907 

 

Entering as an aspirant in Bruges on November 30, 1893, a month after 

his twelfth birthday, Brother Louis received the habit in 1898 and was 

admitted to profession in 1904 on September 8th, for many years the 

traditional date for this ceremony in the Belgian Province.  When Broth-

er Louis showed signs of incipient tuberculosis, he was assigned to Sint 

Michiels to recuperate, but in 1907 no one knew how essential to recov-

ery was complete immobilization.  Brother Louis died at the age of 

twenty-five. 

 

 

BROTHER HUBERT  (John Duncan) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 4, 1861 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, March 15, 1921 

 

Brother Hubert, who was educated by the Brothers in Baltimore, was 

twenty-six when he entered after having served in the United States 

Cavalry.  As a former military man, he was spit and polish all his life.  

His training made him valuable to any of our schools interested in cadet-

corps.  He was a member of the pioneer community at St. Mary's in 

Lawrence in August of 1889.  In his thirty-four years with us, he also 

taught at Mt. St. Joseph's, Lowell, Richmond, East Boston, Norfolk, 

Portsmouth, Wheeling, Old Point Comfort, and for the last nine years of 

his life at St. Joseph's School in Somerville where his career came to a 

close when he was hospitalized for a heart condition.  He died at Carney 

Hospital in South Boston. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp.97 and 405. 
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BROTHER SYLVEER  (Raymond Delanghe) 

Born:  Vlissegem, West Flanders, Belgium, January 22, 1914 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 15, 1941 

 

Brother Sylveer, brother of Brother Oscar (July 3) and Brother Valere, 

entered on February 2, 1930, received the habit that September 8th, and 

pronounced final vows on September 8, 1935.  His teaching career, in 

which he was especially successful with beginners, was ended by some 

mysterious ailment which affected his spine.  Tuberculosis added to his 

physical woes.  At the house at Sint Michiels, which was then used as a 

scholasticate, Brother Sylveer was a model religious and a wonderful 

companion.  From the country house he was transferred to a hospital in 

Bruges where he died. 
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BROTHER VINCENT  (Andrew J. Hamilton) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, August 13, 1894 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, March 15, 1967 

 

Andrew Hamilton graduated from the Fitton School in East Boston and 

attended St. John's Prep, where he completed his junior year as an aspir-

ant, and Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore.  He entered the Congregation as a 

postulant on August 30, 1911, two weeks after his seventeenth birthday.  

He is listed as a member of the Mount's graduating class of 1913.  

Brother Vincent taught at nine missions, and three of these assignments, 

totalling fourteen years in all, were spent at Mt. St. Joseph's.  He served 

as a Superior for seventeen years:  at St. Mary's, Norfolk, from 1927 to 

1931; at Mission High during the 1932-1933 school year; at St. Joseph's 

in Bardstown from 1944 to 1950; and finally at St. John's on Temple 

Street in Worcester from 1950 to 1956.  A distinguished athletic record 

as a baseball coach was a highlight of Brother Vincent's years at the 
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Mount.  He was also a very successful football coach at Malden Catholic 

from 1933 to 1940.  Brother Vincent spent eleven years teaching French 

and Latin at his last mission, Keith Academy in Lowell.  In 1964 doctors 

discovered a triple infection of the liver, sewed him up, and gave him six 

months at most to live.  He stayed in class three more years, teaching a 

reduced schedule up to a week before he died in his seventy-third year.  

In his long career as a Xaverian Brother, fifty-six years, Brother Vincent 

was an outstanding teacher and an excellent community man. 
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BROTHER LEO  (James Carey) 

Born:  Manchester England, September 12, 1839 

Died:  Manchester, England, March 16, 1864 

 

James Carey joined us in his native city of Manchester on October 24, 

1860, when he was twenty-one.  Unlike Brothers Edmund, John Chrys-

ostom, and Aloysius, who entered after him, James Carey was not 

clothed in the habit.  Finally, after a wait of four years, he did receive the 

habit on March 15, 1864, when he took the name of Leo.  He died the 

following day after having pronounced vows. 

 

 

BROTHER BORGIA  (Michael J. Carewe) 

Born:  St. John's, Newfoundland, September 14, 1868 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 16, 1938 

 

Brother Borgia never lost the Newfoundland mystique -- the manner of 

dress (flowing hair), the English accent, and the contempt for any other 

point of view.  He received the habit on New Year's Day in 1901, when 

he was already thirty-three.  For ten years he was assigned to Lawrence, 

Massachusetts, where he had the advantage of beginning his teaching ca-
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reer under the fatherly eye of Brother Mark Kinsella (September 1), an-

other Newfoundlander.  Brother Borgia was later to serve as Superior for 

twenty years in such places as Elm Grove outside of Wheeling and St. 

Lawrence Home in Louisville.  At these missions the staff was usually a 

half-dozen Brothers or less, usually all escapees from conformity. 

 

 

BROTHER MALACHY  (Bartholomew J. Broderick) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, August 20, 1878 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 16, 1943 

 

Dying in the fortieth year of his religious profession, Brother Malachy 

had filled numerous assignments in all parts of the American Province.  

Twenty-five years of his religious life were devoted to the least of 

Christ's flock in homes for orphans and wayward boys.  As the last Su-

perior of Mt. St. Joseph's Industrial School in Millbury, Massachusetts, 

he manifested his predominant love for the underprivileged youngster.  

Faithfulness and simplicity were his outstanding characteristics.  These 

virtues attracted boys to him wherever he went.  He was also a delightful 

character whose misadventures almost rivaled those of Brother Felix 

Reilly (January 23).  He specialized in boarding trains without finding 

out where they were going.  Oftentimes a trusting companion did like-

wise.  The ensuing complications, as reported by Brother Malachy, pro-

vided many a laugh. 
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BROTHER SYLVESTER  (Elias Verbrigghe) 

Born:  Krombeke, Belgium, October 24, 1883 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 16, 1945 

 

Brother Sylvester entered on October 15, 1899, a few days before his 

sixteenth birthday.  He received the habit on January 27, 1900, and pro-

nounced vows on September 8, 1904.  For a time he was engaged in 

domestic duties at the Institute in Bruges and later on in the kitchen and 

garden at Sint Michiels and at the novitiate at Torhout.  He was a favor-

ite with all.  The touchstone of his charm was his holy simplicity.  This 

good and faithful servant certainly won heaven through his long years of 

dedicated service, and he was a ray of sunshine to those present whenev-

er and wherever he was.  He thrived on being teased. 

 

 

BROTHER ELIAS  (Daniel J. Scanlon) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, May 3, 1904 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 16, 1954 

 

Having taught at St. John's on Temple Street in Worcester for fifteen 

years, it was Brother Elias' happy privilege to compile in 1944 THE 

GOLDEN CONQUEST, the story of the Brothers' first fifty years at that 

school.  He died in his fiftieth year from cancer.  In his patient resigna-

tion, he was an inspiration to all who visited him in the infirmary at St. 

John's Danvers. 

 

 

BROTHER BRIAN  (John F. Thomas) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, December 7, 1923 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, March 16, 1971 
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Brother Brian accompanied the Leonard Hall Cadets who were to march 

in the St. Patrick's Day Parade in New York City.  Paying a visit to his 

relatives in Brooklyn, he lay down for a nap before dinner and died in 

his sleep.  He was in his forty-eighth year and had been a Xaverian for 

twenty-nine.  Smiling and friendly, he was well-liked.  A product of Ho-

ly Name Grammar School and Bishop Loughlin High School, he gradu-

ated from Catholic University in 1949.  He taught physics and math and 

was active in supervising sports programs. 
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BROTHER POLYCARP  (Charles Mahn) 

Born:  Grottkan, Germany, June 30, 1854 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 17, 1918 

 

Brother Polycarp entered the Community on July 24, 1885, when he was 

thirty-one.  He had been living in Baltimore.  For a while after his novi-

tiate, he remained on at the Mount, taking care of filling and cleaning the 

lamps, the gas stage not having been reached.  After years spent in Lou-

isville, where he was never happy in dealing with young savages in a 

classroom, he became porter at Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore in 1902.  

Here he also absorbed every stray job that no one would bother about.  

When this beloved gentleman died in 1918 at the age of sixty-three, eve-

rybody suddenly found out how really important to their comfort he had 

been.  The cause of his death was never determined, although the doc-

tors at St. Agnes Hospital suspected meningitis.  For precautionary 

measures his body was not returned to the Mount but remained in the 

hearse outside while the funeral Mass was being conducted. 

MEN AND DEEDS pp. 392-393 

 

BROTHER OMER  (John Houghton) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, January 31, 1888 

Died:  Somerville, Massachusetts, March 17, 1934 
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Entering in 1906, Brother Omer had had little if any previous contact 

with the Xaverian Brothers.  He did not attend either of the schools 

which the Brothers conducted in his native East Boston.  In his twenty-

six years with us, Brother Omer made the rounds of the American Prov-

ince, staying in most places only a year or two but manifesting in each 

school the force of his quiet example.  Not a few of Ours claimed him as 

their one-time teacher.  In his personal appearance he was all spit and 

polish.  Temperamentally he was the perfectionist.  His longest stay at 

any mission was at St. Joseph's in Somerville; he was stationed there 

twice, where Brother Fabian (March 13), the Superior, set him in friend-

ly competition with Brother Didymus (March 4), the other eighth-grade 

teacher.  For five years the boys of this school did unusually well in all 

competitive scholarships.  While in Somerville the second time, he was 

stricken with acute appendicitis.  It proved fatal.  The officers of the sol-

emn mass of requiem celebrated at St. Joseph's in Somerville were for-

mer pupils of his. 

 

 

 

M A R C H   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER CORMAC  (Robert F. Waldron) 

Born:  Utica, New York, November 4, 1916 

Died:  Saddle Brook, New Jersey, March 17, 1989 

 

Brother Cormac combined a brilliant mind with a keen sense of humor.  

The man who earned both a BS degree and a Ph.D. from Fordham Uni-

versity and who taught statistics to graduate students and mentored 

Ph.D. candidates with their doctoral dissertations at Fordham's Lincoln 

Center School of Education was the same man who was intolerant of 

pomposity and possessed a special knack for deflating an overgrown 

ego.  "Mac" was a well-spring of ideas, schemes, and practical jokes, no-

tably the visit of "Sister Esmerelda" to the Xaverian College campus and 

the creation of the fictitious Cardinal Hayes student, George Graphy 
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(Geography).  Howls of laughter could be heard when an irate adminis-

trator would impatiently demand that this boy report to his office.  

Brother Cormac first met the Xaverians at Assumption Academy in Uti-

ca.  When that school closed, he transferred to the new St. Francis 

deSales.  Upon graduation in 1934, he entered the novitiate at Old Point.  

His teaching career spanned almost fifty years.  Nearly half of that time, 

twenty-two years, was spent shuttling between 94th Street, the Our Lady 

of Good Counsel Annex to Cardinal Hayes High School in Manhattan, 

and the main building on the Grand Concourse in the Bronx where he 

taught mechanical drawing and physics and served a six-year term as 

Superior.  In the mid-1960's, he began a seventeen year association with 

Fordham University while residing at St. Joseph's Regional High School 

in Montvale, New Jersey with fellow Fordham professor, Brother Leon-

ard Gilhooley (July 16).  When he exceeded the mandatory retirement 

age, Brother Cormac returned to the high school classroom at St. Jo-

seph's where he taught freshmen algebra.  As his circulatory problems 

increased, climbing a flight of stairs became a test of his ability to en-

dure pain.  Surviving a twelve hour surgical procedure to restore circula-

tion to his left leg, he succumbed to a series of four heart attacks at Ken-

nedy Memorial Hospital in Saddle Brook, New Jersey.  He was seventy-

two at the time of his death and had been one of us for fifty-five years. 

 

 

 

M A R C H   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER RUDOLPH  (Thomas E. Holihan) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, August 11, 1912 

Died:  Beverly, Massachusetts, March 17, 1991 

 

When Brother Julian wrote MEN AND DEEDS in 1929, the Xaverian 

Brothers had been teaching at St. Mary's in Lawrence for forty years.  Of 

the 1300 boys who had graduated by that time, sixteen went on to join 

the Brothers.  Two years later in 1931, the future Brother Rudolph 
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would add to that number when he left the juniorate in Peabody with a 

St. John's Prep diploma to enter the novitiate at Old Point.  As was the 

unfortunate custom of his generation, Brother Rudolph spent only two 

years at Xaverian College before being sent out on the missions.  It 

would be another nine years before this most erudite and scholarly of 

teachers would earn an AB degree from Boston College in 1943; an ad-

ditional eight years would pass before the conferral of an MA degree in 

English, again from Boston College.  The number of courses that Broth-

er Rudolph took during his nineteen-year educational odyssey fills an 

entire side of his educational record sheet in the provincialate file. 

 

During his sixty years as a Xaverian, Brother Rudolph had only five as-

signments:  a few months at St. Joseph's Prep in Bardstown in l934 fol-

lowed by thirteen years at St. Xavier's in Louisville, eight years at John 

Bapst in Bangor where he served for a time as Principal, two years at 

Ryken High in Leonardtown, and thirty-one years, from 1960 until his 

death, at St. John's Prep in Danvers.  In addition to teaching English and 

Latin, Brother Rudolph was responsible for the multi-colored Prep year-

books which were the envy of our other schools.  A quotation from 

Brother Rudolph's personal writings, which was used by Brother John 

Hamilton in the eulogy he delivered for his former senior English teach-

er, seems to encapsule the influence Brother Rudolph had as a teacher:  

"I tried to remember, sometimes desperately, that the boy is more im-

portant than the student; learned to realize that most college professors 

of adolescent psychology never had to teach adolescents; felt compen-

sated for all teaching traumas by the glimmer of wonder I was lucky 

enough to awaken in a few students' eyes; fell in love with much of the 

poetry I taught, both English and Latin; reached a point as the years 

went by when the sound of the bell in September that signalled the be-

ginning of another school year was a joyous sound that spoke of happy 

hours and happy days to come."  Brother Rudolph's "personal calendar," 

another expression found in his later writings, came to an end at Beverly 

Hospital on St. Patrick's Day, 1991, when he died from the effects of a 

cerebral hemorrhage suffered the previous day.  He was seventy-eight 
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years of age and had observed his sixtieth anniversary as a Xaverian two 

months before his death. 

 

 

 

M A R C H   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN BAPTIST (Francis A. Neylon) 

Born: October 7, 1917, Somerville, Massachusetts 

Died: March 17, 1998, Xaverian House, Danvers, Massachusetts 

 

The Neylon family of St. Joseph’s Parish in Somerville provided the 

Church with four long-serving religious educators, our Brother John 

Baptist and Brother Joachim, as well as Sister Anne Denise and Sister 

Catherine [Magdalen Joseph] of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.  

Entering from the Juniorate on January 6, 1935, Brother John Baptist 

spent sixty-three years as a Xaverian Brother, including twenty in the 

1950s and 1960s as a missionary in East Africa, with twelve years of 

service in Kenya and eight in Lira, Uganda.   

 

Brother John Baptist was one of the first Americans assigned to the Af-

rican missions after the original band of Brothers Nathanael Twombly  

(August 20), Mauricius Lauer (June 15) and Vincent Engel (May 25).   

Among those who followed him to Kenya and Uganda were several of 

his novitiate classmates, including Brothers Henry Dayon [Emil] (April 

3), Anton Metzguer (March 8) and Paul Quigley [Francis Joseph] (Sep-

tember 2). John shared some latent gardening expertise in Africa by in-

troducing new vegetables to the students in Lira; these plants later 

helped families survive in times of famine.  In both Lira and Kitale he 

planted trees and flowering shrubs which continued to add beauty to the 

missions long after he had returned stateside. 

 

Brother John Baptist’s teaching assignments in America consisted of a 

number of relatively short stays at St. Joseph’s Prep in Bardstown, St. 
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Matthew’s School in Brooklyn, Leonard Hall, St. John’s of Shrewsbury, 

Xavier High in Middletown and St. John’s Prep.  In later years, this lov-

er of books also served in the libraries of the Prep, Xaverian Brothers 

High School of Westwood and Malden Catholic. 

 

In retirement, Brother John Baptist continued to seek to be of service to 

the Brothers, quietly helping out in community kitchens in Malden, Or-

angeburg, South Carolina and at Xaverian House in Danvers for as long 

as he had the strength to do so.  In addition, for several years John as-

sisted with some of the paperwork related to the medical and surgical 

care for the members of the St. Joseph Province.  This man who delight-

ed in baking Irish bread for the Brothers died at Xaverian House in Dan-

vers on St. Patrick’s Day, 1998. 
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BROTHER FINIAN  (Patrick J. Kelly) 

Born:  County Galway, Ireland, March 5, 1897 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, March 18, 1988 

 

Brother Finian, a distant relative of former Boston mayor Kevin White, 

was educated at De La Salle College in Waterford, Ireland, and then 

taught school in his native land before he emigrated to the United States 

in May, 1927.  He visited Brother Gilbert at Mission High School in 

Roxbury, which had just opened the previous September, to inquire 

about entering the Xaverian Brothers.  Four months later, at the age of 

thirty, he entered the novitiate.  During his first eight years on the mis-

sions, he taught at St. Mary's in Norfolk, St. Patrick's in Lowell, and St. 

Mary's in Lawrence.  In 1937 he was sent to St. Mary's Industrial School 

where he remained as the kindly and gentle infirmarian until the school 

closed thirteen years later in 1950.  That year Brother Finian began a 
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twenty-two year association with Leonard Hall Naval Academy.  His 

reputation as a proficient infirmarian followed him to Leonardtown, for 

he was assigned as "Chief of the Sick Bay."  Following ten years of 

semi-retirement at Ryken High School, he moved to Ryken House in 

Louisville in 1982.  This loquacious community man and inveterate sto-

ry-teller, who gloried in the strong Irish brogue that never left him, died 

the day after St. Patrick's Day in Nazareth Home.  He was ninety-one 

years of age and had been with us sixty-one years. 

 

 

M A R C H   1 8  

 

 

BROTHER EYMARD MCGEE (John P.  McGee) 

Born: Benwood, West Virginia, May 13, 1913 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, March 18, 1999 

 

Brother Eymard attended Central Catholic High School in Wheeling, 

West Virginia and finished his high school education at St. Joseph 

Juniorate in Peabody, Massachusetts.  He entered the novitiate  January 

7, 1931 and graduated from Catholic University in 1935 with a major in 

mathematics and science.  His first teaching assignment was to Mission 

Church High School in Boston.   Later assignments took him to Keith 

Academy, Cardinal Hayes, Flaget, St. Xavier and Ryken High Schools.  

Wherever he went he was an earnest and effective teacher, and his stu-

dents respected him.   

 

Usually a quiet man, Eymard would occasionally sound off about some-

thing that ‘burned him up’ such as the low-flying planes passing over St. 

X on their way to the nearby airport.  After he retired from teaching he 

assisted with maintenance work and had several good suggestions during 

the construction of the new St. X in the sixties.  After coming to Ryken 

House in 1991, his health steadily deteriorated, and during his last years 

he was blind and very hard of hearing.  Nevertheless he never com-
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plained of his increasing disabilities.  Brother Eymard was a member of 

the congregation for sixty-eight years. 

 

 

M A R C H   1 9   

 

 

BROTHER AUGUSTINUS  (Henry Gilbert) 

Born:  Komen, Belgium, February 28, 1820 

Died:  Houthulst, Belgium, March 19, 1890 

 

Brother Augustinus was born to community life; he was the youngest in 

a family of twenty-four.  When he was planning to throw in his lot with 

the Xaverian Brothers at age twenty-eight, the Founder advised him to 

have his position held open as porter at the College in Courtrai, so that 

he would have something to fall back upon if this new way of life 

proved too hard.  The valorous candidate presented himself at "Het 

Walletje" on December 11, 1848, the year of the famine when the 

Brothers spent the nights in prayer.  He survived.  In the early 1860's he 

was the Superior at Bruges.  In 1866 he was the first Superior at 

Werwicq.  In 1874 he pioneered at Houthulst where he remained in 

charge until his death sixteen years later.  Ironically enough, when the 

Founder was reduced in the ranks, his Superior was this Brother 

Augustinus. 
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BROTHER MARCUS  (Daniel P. Hurley) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, February 18, 1889 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, March 19, 1933 

 

Brother Marcus was a graduate of one of the Xaverian-staffed parochial 

schools in East Boston.  He entered in 1905, a very shy and bashful boy 

of sixteen.  In his campaign to overcome his self-consciousness, he used 

the direct method.  It was typical of him to appear in some dark corridor 

disguised as an armed thug or a blood-thirsty gangster.  The unwary 

Brother who met him usually fled screaming for the police.  Long prac-

tice made Brother Marcus at ease in any situation.  Having completed 

his novitiate under Brother Basil (September 23), he was assigned to the 

classroom.  He taught in several of our grammar and high schools.  He 

was Superior at Newport News, Virginia; Wichita, Kansas; and Clarks-

burg, West Virginia.  He had a splendid physique, the result of a life-

long interest in physical culture.  It was ironic to see him waste away 

from pernicious anemia.  Brother Matthias (October 16), the community 

giant, was his dedicated nurse.  No woman could have been gentler.  

Brother Marcus succumbed a month after his forty-fourth birthday, hav-

ing served twenty-eight years in the Congregation. 

 

M A R C H   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER GEORGE WILLENBRINK (Wilfrid) 

Born:  November 7, 1926, Louisville, Kentucky 

Died:  March 19, 2015, Louisville, Kentucky 

 

George Willenbrink was born in Louisville on November 7, 1926, and 

attended Saint Xavier High School, graduating in 1944.  After earning 

his bachelor’s degree in French at Harvard University, he entered the 

congregation in 1948 taking the name, Wilfrid.  He completed his work 

for his Masters degree in 1949 and finally earned his Doctorate in 

French from Harvard in 1971.   
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George had a truly brilliant mind, excelling in languages: French, Span-

ish, German and Russian plus Latin and Greek.  He also possessed a 

universal knowledge fed by his never ending curiosity.  In the last few 

years,  it was sad to see him struggle with his failing memory.  George 

would have loved the life of a university professor.  Once he had earned 

his doctorate, however, it seems he only half heartedly applied for  posi-

tions on the university level.  His true love was being a Xaverian Broth-

er. Being a brother and witnessing to his love of God was his vocation. 

Being a Xaverian Brother teaching adolescents French, Spanish or Rus-

sian was his avocation. Both gave him joy.  

 

He spent his whole ministerial life as a teacher.  In the United States he 

taught at St. John’s Prep, Danvers; St. Michael’s, Brooklyn;  Xaverian 

Brothers, Westwood; Malden Catholic, Malden; Xaverian College, Sil-

ver Spring; Good Counsel, Wheaton.  George spent in total 44 years 

teaching at Saint Xavier.  He also spent two years on loan to the English 

Province and taught at Mayfield.  George also spent a total of three years 

in the Congo teaching the young brothers in the formation program. 

 

In 1976  George began to participate in the Christian Awakening Retreat 

program.  The retreat was an opening experience for him.  The students 

felt so very at home with him and he with them.  George and his best 

friend, John Wills, would spend next forty years or so working retreats 

with the juniors and seniors at St. X. 
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BROTHER MACARIUS  (George J. Harrington) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, June 7, 1883 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 20, 1944 

 

Wherever he lived, Brother Macarius was conspicuous for moving at a 

snail's pace and for treating himself to strange combinations of food.  He 

was his own doctor.  X-ray plates, which he never knew about, revealed 

that he had recovered from tuberculosis.  Brother Macarius died in his 

sixty-first year, his forty-first in the Congregation.  He spent twenty-four 

years ministering to the needs of the underprivileged boys in the several 

homes we conducted, and he was Director of St. Joseph's Home in De-

troit from 1912 to 1917.  Never a well man, he was stationed at St. 

John's in Danvers for his last thirteen years, carrying out conscientiously 

every assignment.  In community he was the gay spirit who laughed eas-

ily.  When the doctors told him at age sixty that he had cancer and that 

he had at the most six weeks to live, he received the fateful news with 

heroic resignation to the will of God.  Very business-like, he made the 

rounds of his relatives and told them that he was going away.  When this 

final courtesy had been taken care of, he took to bed and died within the 

foretold six weeks. 
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BROTHER KIRBY  (Raymond G. Quinlan) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 24, 1927 

Died:  Silver Spring, Maryland, March 21, 1948 

 

Eight months after graduating from St. Xavier's in Louisville, Brother 

Kirby entered the novitiate where he received the habit on August 15, 

1945.  In September, 1946, he commenced his collegiate work at 

Xaverian College.  He died on Palm Sunday, 1948, from pneumonia af-

ter having been sick for only a few days.  He was just twenty-one. 

 

BROTHER MARIUS  (John F. Shine) 

Born:  Middleborough, England, April 7, 1890 

Died:  Silver Spring, Maryland, March 21, 1974 

 

Brother Marius was born and educated in England.  He came to America 

prior to World War I and served in the United States Army.  He entered 

the Congregation in April of 1919, six months after the Armistice.  Gen-

tle to the point of shyness, Brother Marius will be long-remembered for 

his considerate treatment of the youngsters at St. Mary's Industrial 

School where he spent twenty-four of his fifty-five years as a religious.  

In addition to his duties as infirmarian and prefect of the smaller boys' 

dormitory, he directed the deliveries of the school's print shop which 

handled all printing for the Catholic schools of both Baltimore and 

Washington, D.C.  Few people could find their way about both cities 

with more facility than Brother Marius.  He also taught at St. Mary's in 

Lawrence, St. Joseph's in Somerville, and Don Bosco Hall in Detroit.  

As old age forced him into semi-retirement, he taught the 8th grade and 

ran the canteen and infirmary at St. Joseph's in Bardstown.  He died at 

the Bel-Pre Health Center in Silver Spring, Maryland, not far from Good 

Counsel High School in Wheaton where he had retired.  He had retained 

his rugged physical health, but memory lapses had made nursing home 
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care a necessity.  Brother Marius died two weeks before his eighty-

fourth birthday. 

 

 

 

M A R C H   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER MEDARD  (Cornelius Raymond Shea) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, January 23, 1918 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, March 21, 1987 

 

Brother Medard, a graduate of St. Michael's Diocesan High School, en-

tered the novitiate at Fortress Monroe in 1936.  He earned an AB degree 

in English from Catholic University in 1941 and began his classroom ca-

reer the following September at John Bapst High School in Bangor, 

Maine, where he remained until 1945.  Traveling to the other end of the 

American Province, Brother Medard began a twelve-year association 

with St. Xavier's in Louisville, serving as Director of Studies from 1953 

to 1957.  After a brief stay at Archbishop Stepinac High School in White 

Plains, he succeeded Brother Frederick Murphy (Hilary, August 12) as 

principal of the two-year old Xaverian High School on Shore Road in 

Brooklyn.  He insured the school's solid academic and economic founda-

tion and made a commitment that the school would always be of service 

to the Brooklyn community.  From 1965 to 1970, Brother Medard lived 

at the provincialate on the campus of Mt. St. Joseph's High School in 

Baltimore where he acted as a provincial assistant and also directed the 

Xaverian Auxiliary situated at Xaverian College in Silver Spring.  The 

last seventeen years of his life were devoted to maintaining the integrity 

and existence of the Catholic school system in Brooklyn as Deputy Su-

perintendent of Schools for the Brooklyn Diocese.  He spent the final 

fourteen months of his life waging a courageous battle against cancer.  

While he fittingly did not go gentle into that good night, he gave to all 

the same example of faith, fortitude, and fraternal concern.  Brother 

Medard, long known as "Speedy" to his confreres, died at Xaverian High 
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in Brooklyn one month after observing his golden jubilee. 
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BROTHER SYLVESTER  (Edward McCormick) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 10, 1863 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 22, 1943 

 

Born during Civil War days, the future Brother Sylvester, like Brother 

Andrew Bindeman (December 26), was one of the many youngsters who 

found a haven at St. Mary's Industrial School.  He joined the community 

when he was twenty-one and was for many years in charge of discipline 

at the old school and served as Brother Dominic's strong right arm.  The 

iron discipline ate into his system.  With his experience, he was the natu-

ral choice to serve as Superior at several similar institutions, such as Mt. 

St. Joseph's Industrial School in Millbury, Massachusetts, and St. John's 

Industrial School in Deep River, Connecticut.  His greatest pride lay in 

having been chosen to take over the Working Boys' Home in Newton 

Highlands, Massachusetts, on January 1, 1908.  He replaced a priest-

superintendent.  Aided by such men as Brother Fabian (March 13), no 

new broom ever swept cleaner.  Brother Sylvester died in his eightieth 

year, a patriarch who had seen extraordinary changes in the American 

Province. 
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BROTHER VALERIAN  (Thomas H. Dwyer) 

Born:  Nashua, New Hampshire, November 19, 1904 

Died:  Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, March 22, 1992 

 

As the sixth child of an Irish-French family that would ultimately num-

ber ten boys and five girls, young Tom Dwyer was forced by financial 

necessity to drop out of Nashua High School during his sophomore year 

in order to help his carpenter-father support the family.  For two years he 

worked in the in-sole department of a shoe factory.  While visiting an 

uncle in Manchester, New Hampshire, in 1922, the future Brother Vale-

rian attended a Paulist Choristers concert that the Xaverian Brothers, 

who staffed St. Agnes Institute at the time, were hosting.  A conversa-

tion with Brother Jason Black was the catalyst that convinced him he 

had a religious vocation; however, Mr. & Mrs. Dwyer asked their son to 

wait one year to consider this most serious decision.  He did, and on 

September 6, 1923, at the age of eighteen, Thomas Dwyer entered the 

novitiate at Old Point Comfort.  He never regretted his decision.  For the 

next sixty-nine years he would spend in religious life, Brother Valerian 

was often quoted as saying, "The best thing I ever did in my life was to 

join the Brothers."  Fifty-one of those sixty-nine years would be lived as 

a teacher in thirteen of our grammar and high schools stretching the en-

tire Eastern coast of the American Province from Bangor to Louisville as 

well as four years as a missionary at Lira in Uganda from 1961 to 1965.  

There was a "Pied Piper" quality about Brother Valerian that drew 

young people to him.  Whether in the classroom, the schoolyard, or out-

side the front door of Cabin #1 at Camp St. Joseph's Villa in Hacketts-

town, New Jersey, where he labored for what seemed an endless number 

of summers with his colleague, Brother Adrian Mooney (March 30), Val 

would be surrounded by youngsters.  Retiring from the classroom in 

1976, he enjoyed an active and healthy retirement until late in 1982 

when a stroke paralyzed his left side.  From June of 1983 until his death 

almost nine years later, Brother Valerian was a resident of the Shrews-

bury Nursing Home, just a short distance from St. John's High School.  

The ravages of diabetes led to the eventual amputation of both his legs 

and a slow physical wasting away.  During this nine-year purgatory, he 



203 

rarely if ever complained.  His patience in accepting the cross of an ac-

tive, alert mind locked in an increasingly debilitated body was admired 

by all who came into contact with him. 
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BROTHER JOHN FOX (Sarto) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, September 1, 1936 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 22, 2007 

 

A graduate of Keith Academy in Lowell, John Fox entered the novitiate 

at Fort Monroe in July of 1954 and received the habit and the name 

Sarto on the feast of the Nativity of Mary in September of that year.  

Earning his bachelor’s degree from the Catholic University in chemistry 

in 1960, he was stationed at Saint John’s Prep from 1960 until 1965.  He 

would say in later years that when he was on his first mission, he en-

joyed being with the boarding students in their clubs and on the basket-

ball court where, in spite of a perennially protruding belly, he dribbled 

by any of the kids he played against, to sink a lay up.  He also comment-

ed that during those years, he was overly strict in the classroom.  His 

students towed the line and did things his way.  As he grew older and 

wiser, he mellowed in his approach to education. 

 

 At Notre Dame High School in Utica, New York, he became a member 

of the first Xaverian Brothers small community on Genesee Street, and 

he also became very involved in the Encounter movement.  It was at that 

time that he realized that he could actually treat the students in a more 

personal and respectful way and still get the job done, helping them to 

become the full human beings God intended them to be.  

 

After leaving Notre Dame, John pursued and received a doctoral degree 

in education from the Catholic University and became, in 1975, the 

Principal of Bishop Scully High School in Amsterdam, New York.  

From 1978 until 1991, he served on Harold Boyle’s Provincial staff as 

Director of Education.  In 1981 John began a sixteen year association 

with the Diocese of Richmond, Virginia as Assistant Superintendent of 

schools where he worked with the notable Catholic educator, Sister 

Lourdes Sheehan, who became a dear friend of John’s for the rest of his 
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life.  John loved his years in Richmond, and the people of Richmond 

loved him.   

 

After leaving Richmond John served as a consultant to the Xaverian 

Brothers Sponsored Schools and lived first at the Brothers’ Community 

in Malden before he moved to the Brothers’ Community in Venice, Flor-

ida, where he very much enjoyed playing golf, one of his great passions.  

Suffering from inoperable cancer, he moved to Xaverian House in Dan-

vers so he could be closer to his brother and sister-in-law and their chil-

dren.  Surrounded by his family and his Brothers in Religion, he died 

peacefully three weeks later on the morning of March 22
nd

.  

 

A man of great warmth, humor and sensitivity, he was the quintessential 

Community man in the best Xaverian tradition who made everyone feel 

welcome an important part of any education.  His dear friend, Brother 

Jeremiah O’Leary, in his eulogy of John, said “He was always someone 

who made you feel better for having been with him.  He was brilliant.  

He was challenging, and never afraid to ask the right question.  When he 

was in a gathering, large or small, he was never the center of attention, 

but you knew he was there.  Through his sweet, caring sensitivity and 

especially his humor, he helped everyone feel welcome an important 

part of any occasion.” 

 

At the time of his death, John was seventy years of age and had been a 

member of the Congregation for fifty-two years. 
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BROTHER SYLVESTER  (John Price) 

Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, October 15, 1861 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, March 23, 1884 

 

Brother Sylvester, who died a few months after Brother Celestine and 

from the same cause, tuberculosis, was only twenty-two.  He had been in 

the community for three years.  Brother Celestine had died the previous 

December 6th at the age of twenty-one.  Around the world, tuberculosis 

was the Number One Killer.  Some of the victims who had a very short 

illness were described as having "galloping consumption."  Those who 

lingered on for some years were said to have "gone into a decline."  

Koch, who isolated the germ of the disease in 1882, did not discover tu-

berculin until 1890. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 196. 

 

 

BROTHER LEO VAN CAILLIE  (Brother Clement) 

Born:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, Belgium, December 18, 1919 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 23, 1990 

 

Brother Leo, like his older brothers, was educated by the Xaverians who 

had staffed St. Leo's School in Zedelgem since 1905.  An older brother, 

Emeric (July 1), became Brother Vincent, and in his turn Leo embraced 

the Xaverian way of life in 1935 and took the name Clement.  Like 

many of his confreres, he completed the program for preparing elemen-

tary school teachers at the diocesan normal school in Torhout.  He began 

his teaching career in the lower school of the Institute in Bruges in 1940 

but was transferred the following year to St. Francis Xavier in Houthulst 

where he remained for twelve years.  He coached the soccer team found-

ed by the Brothers, gave after-school courses in agriculture to young and 

old alike, and along with his community provided warm moral support 

to the people of Houthulst who had pursued a determined resistance to 
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the German occupiers in those dark years.  From 1952 to 1959, Brother 

Leo taught at St. Bernardus Institute in Knokke.  Then followed three 

years in Bruges and finally, a return to Zedelgem, his birthplace, where 

he bicycled each day to St. Eligius School in the village.  Frequently he 

served as treasurer, and he was always interested in after-school activi-

ties, particularly the Chi-Rho movement with its meetings, games, and 

camping trips.  Grown very spare in his latter years, he knew, as he put 

it, that some part was missing from the engine.  A routine physical re-

vealed stomach cancer.  Brother Leo died at St. Luke's General Hospital 

during the forty days when the Church longs for the Resurrection.  He 

was seventy years of age and had been a Brother fifty-five years. 

 

 

M A R C H   2 3 

 

BROTHER GERMAIN (Engelbert De Groote) 

Born: Knokke, Belgium, June 13, 1922 

Died: Zelzate, Belgium, March 23, 1999 

 

Knokke was still a relatively small seaside town on the Belgian coast of 

the North Sea, at the time of Engelbert De Groote's birth in 1922. It was 

in that town that the Xaverian Brothers opened a new school in 1926, for 

which they chose the name of Saint Bernard's Institute in honor of the 

superior general, the English-born Brother Bernard Gregson (May 10). 

Young Engelbert became a student there, first in the primary section, 

and later in the secondary (high school) junior classes. Meanwhile his 

birthplace was developing into a fashionable seaside resort, and during 

holidays — like so many of his companions — Engelbert would serve as 

a porter in hotels or as an aid on the golf fields. With some pride he 

would remember how he had, occasionally, been the caddie of the Bel-

gian King Leopold III, who loved to play golf. 

 

In school, Engelbert proved to be an excellent student who, moreover, 

was attracted by the way of life of his teachers, the Xaverian Brothers. In 

short, he became an aspirant at the Xaverian juniorate in Moerkerke, and 
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on September 8, 1938, he was accepted as a novice in Torhout, with the 

name Brother Germain. 

 

The choice of his religious name was completely his own — an expres-

sion of his youthful idealism.   In 1931 the Xaverian Brothers had 

opened their first mission school in the then Belgian Congo, and on Feb-

ruary 22, 1938, one of the four pioneers of that mission, Brother 

Germain Vanacker, had died in the Congo. That missionary ideal ap-

pealed to Engelbert De Groote and the choice of the name "Brother 

Germain" was an indication of the novice's dreams and desires. 

 

Yet, he would never be a missionary in the Congo. His "mission" would 

be the Xaverian schools in Bruges, Heist, and Knokke, for a total of 38 

years. Largely a self-made man, he was an outstanding teacher. His field 

was mathematics, but he also proved to be a linguist and most success-

fully he taught French and English. 

 

In 1952, Brother Germain's younger brother Marcel — the Xaverian 

Brother Joris (March 13) — was sent as a missionary to the Congo. Af-

ter a few years, Brother Joris launched there his projects for Agriculture 

Development, and Brother Germain became Joris' most dedicated helper 

and fund raiser in Belgium. In ways he had never dreamt of, Brother 

Germain was now in his turn a missionary, remaining quite active even 

after he had retired as a teacher. 

 

Gradually, however, his health deteriorated. A combination of strokes 

and cancer obliged Brother Germain to stop all his activities and, ulti-

mately, in December 1996, he was transferred to Saint John's Nursing 

Home in Zelzate, run by the Brothers of Charity. This strong-willed 

man, who was eager to run things according to his plans, went through 

many months of growing dependence on others who surrounded him 

with loving care. He died in the Home at Zelzate in the morning of 

March 23, 1999. 

 

M A R C H   2 4 



209 

 

 

 

BROTHER CLAUDIUS  (Michael Barry) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, June 8, 1884 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 24, 1906 

 

As a boy, Brother Claudius attended St. Patrick's School in Lowell, the 

Xaverians' first New England mission, and then entered the juniorate at 

St. John's Prep.  He received the habit at St. John's on May 24, 1900, 

from the hands of Brother Cajetan.  He was then transferred to the novi-

tiate at Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore.  After his probation, Brother Clau-

dius was assigned to teach at St. Patrick's in Baltimore.  When his health 

failed, he was taken from class and sent to Danvers in the hope that his 

native air would help him in his fight with tuberculosis.  With medical 

science knowing little of what to do, the patient wasted away.  "Of a 

lively disposition," Brother Julian wrote, "his cheerfulness did not desert 

him."  As there was no cemetery on the grounds of St. John's in Danvers 

at that time, and being near his native place, he was buried from the 

church of his baptism, St. Patrick's in Lowell. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 295. 

 

BROTHER CLEMENT  (Albert Quaegebeur) 

Born:  Nieuwpoort, Belgium, April 5, 1881 

Died:  At Sea, March 24, 1934 

 

A few days out of Lobito, the port for Angola in Portuguese West Afri-

ca, Brother Clement died aboard the "Thysville" and was buried at sea.  

He apparently had not fully complied with instructions issued to those 

going from Belgium to the Congo regarding the enormous doses of aspi-

rin, fifteen to thirty tablets a day, needed to immunize travelers against 

tropical fever and malaria.  Brother Clement was on his way to visit the 

four Belgian Brothers at the Sacred Heart Institute at Jadotville in the 

Belgian Congo, our first mission in Africa.  They had opened the school 

in September, 1931, the year that Brother Clement was appointed the 
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Provincial of the Belgian Province.  As Secretary-General from 1925 to 

1931 under Brother Bernard and his successor, Brother Paul, Brother 

Clement had handled all of the arrangements for this foundation.  He had 

also been very active in obtaining church approval of the Congregation. 
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BROTHER HAROLD PRAY 

Born:  Middletown, Connecticut, January 19, 1950 

Died:  Middletown, Connecticut, March 24, 2001 

 

Brother Harold Pray was born in Middletown, Connecticut, the son of 

Harold and Florence (Hancock) Pray.  He graduated from Xavier High 

School in 1968, and in August of that year he entered the Xaverian novi-

tiate in Newton Highlands, Massachusetts.  He received the habit in Sep-

tember and made profession of vows in September, 1970  He received a 

Bachelor of Arts degree cum laude from Suffolk University in 1973 and 

a Master of Education degree from the same university in 1978. 

 

In September of 1973 he began a teaching career spanning eighteen 

years at Xaverian Brothers High School, Westwood, Massachusetts, 

where he honed his skills as an English teacher, a gourmet cook and 

moderator of an active and creative Student Activities Council.  In 1991, 

he came back to Middletown to teach English at his alma mater. 

 

At Xavier, he became a fixture in sophomore English classes, known for 

the rigor of his teaching and the high standards he expected of his stu-

dents.  As a teacher, however, he was interested in his students’ wellbe-

ing , and not merely in their academic progress, and he became a valua-

ble presence at the junior retreat and the annual senior leadership insti-

tute. 

 

Brother Harold died suddenly, after a brief illness on March 24, 2001 at 

Middlesex Hospital in Middletown.  After a wake in the Xavier High 

School Chapel, his funeral Mass was celebrated in the parish church of 

his boyhood, St. John’s in Middletown, and buried in the parish ceme-

tery there next to his parents. 
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BROTHER ALBERT JOHNSON  (Brother Hilaire) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, April 17, 1918 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, March 24, 2001 

 

Born in Brooklyn, Brother Albert attended Holy Cross and Saint Mi-

chael’s before traveling to the Juniorate in Peabody. He was among 

those “Juniorate boys” who entered in January and received the Holy 

Habit on the following August 15
th

.  They remained at the Juniorate with 

Brother Paulinus as their Postulant Master to complete their high school 

course and then left for Old Point in June. This gave them a “leg up” in 

the days when seniority in religion counted!   Missioned without a de-

gree, he taught for eleven years before he completed his Bachelor’s de-

gree in 1950 at Saint John’s University.  He went on to receive a Mas-

ter’s Degree from Boston College in 1958.   

 

In the first eleven years of his teaching career Albie made stops at Saint 

Mary’s Industrial School, Mount Saint Joseph, Saint Patrick’s Baltimore 

and Saint John’s Prep.  He returned to the Mount in 1950 for five years 

and was then assigned to Leonard Hall as Principal and Superior.  From 

1961 until 1968 he was the Principal at Flaget although he was not the 

Superior. Brother Carlos Magruder filled that role.  The next seventeen 

years found him at Bellarmine College, at Bethlehem High School in 

Bardstown, Kentucky, where he was the Principal, and on the staff at the 

Kentucky State Reformatory.  At one point Albie took a brief leave of 

absence from the Congregation to care for his mother.  In 1983 he re-

turned to Mount Saint Joseph as a teacher, a guidance counselor and a 

coach.  Over three assignments, he gave Mount Saint Joseph thirteen 

years of his life.  He worked in volunteer service at My Brother’s Keep-

er in Baltimore for a few years before arriving at Ryken House in Louis-

ville. 
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In retirement at Ryken House, he volunteered to substitute at Saint X.  

On one occasion he was prefecting a class of sophomores, and one in-

genious young man asked to visit the men’s room but never returned to 

class.  Albie scoured the school until he found the miscreant and dragged 

him in to the Dean of Discipline.  As the boy sat cowering, Albie said to 

him, “You think I’m a senile old man.  Well, sonny, I’ve taught school 

for forty years, and I can still keep ahead of the likes of you.”  The boy 

was sent to JUG, and the Dean of Discipline commented to the Principal 

that Brother Albert was more attentive to the comings and goings of the 

students than most of the faculty!  

 

A rather garrulous man, Albie had a wealth of stories.  In his final years 

he lived in retirement at Xaverian High in Brooklyn, bringing his life 

full circle as a he returned to the city of his birth. He died March 24, 

2001 at the age of 83 and in the 65
th

 year of his religious life as a 

Xaverian Brother.   

 

M A R C H   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER LAMBERT  (Francis Wohning) 

Born:  Bilinghausen, Germany, June 16, 1855 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 26, 1925 

 

Brother Lambert entered the community from Baltimore in 1885.  Short 

of stature but commanding in appearance, he had all the marks of Ger-

man military training.  Nevertheless he was most gentle in his dealings 

with boys.  He was especially adapted for the teaching of small boys, in 

which capacity he was eminently useful at Louisville, Norfolk, East 

Boston, Somerville, Worcester, and Lawrence.  At Old Point Comfort, 

St. John's, and St. Mary's Industrial School, he performed secretarial 

work when partial paralysis, the result of a stroke, rendered him unable 

to cope with classroom duties.  Eventually he became a total paralytic.  

For the last ten years of the forty he spent in the Congregation, he was 

unable to do anything for himself.  He was in the infirmary on the upper 
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floor, close to the seat of the fire that wrecked St. Mary's, but he was 

taken out safely by Brother Robert, his faithful custodian.  The last sev-

en years of his life were spent at Mt. St. Joseph's in quiet preparation for 

the end.  His martyrdom of prolonged suffering came to an end in his 

seventieth year. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 423. 

 

 

BROTHER EDMUND  (Edward T. McConnell) 

Born:  Stoneham, Massachusetts, October 27, 1893 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 26, 1947 

 

Sent by Brother Isidore to Bruges so that he could acquire greater facili-

ty in French, Brother Edmund returned in 1925 eager to get back to the 

classroom.  He never did.  With no liking for a position of authority, he 

self-sacrificingly accepted the Superiorship of St. John's Prep, St. Xavi-

er's, Mt. St. Joseph's, Kinkora (Xaverian College) and St. Mary's.  In be-

tween times he was Provincial.  He died of a cerebral hemorrhage at St. 

Mary's, stricken two weeks before he was to sail as a delegate to the 

General Chapter. 
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BROTHER MATTHIAS (Robert J. Doherty) 

Born: February 16, 1927, Boston, Massachusetts 

Died: March 27, 1995, Beverly Hospital, Beverly, Massachusetts 

 

When aspirant Robert Doherty read the words of our Founder,  “O Lord, 

your ways are inscrutable, but adorable”, he could not have known how 

significant these words would be fifty years later in life.  A partial stroke 

suffered in February 1988 left Brother Matthias seriously diminished in 

activities which had been significant for him throughout his life. 

 

After one year at Mission High School in Roxbury and three years at the 

Juniorate in Peabody, Brother Matthias entered the Congregation in 

1945. He spent his first eleven teaching years at elementary schools: Ho-

ly Cross and St. Teresa’s in Brooklyn, the Working Boys’ Home in 

Newton Highlands and Leonard Hall School in Leonardtown.  His two 

years at John Bapst High School in Bangor, Maine were followed by six 

as a missionary in Kenya, first at St. Joseph’s Teacher Training College 

in Kitale and then at St. Augustine’s T.T.C. in Eregi.  A passion for 

reading led Matt to become a librarian, establishing libraries in Kitale 

and Eregi and serving as librarian for twelve years both at St. John’s 

High School in Shrewsbury and at Malden Catholic. 

 

When Brother Matthias suffered the stroke at Malden Catholic, he was 

left unable to read anything except the very largest print.  A loss of 

strength in his right arm prevented him from writing, and aphasia de-

prived him of the ability to speak with correct words.   He could use rote 

expressions such as “please” and “thank you” and could give the learned 

responses to prayers, but attempts at further communication became 

sources of frustration for him.   

 

Assigned to Xaverian House in 1993, Matt did whatever odd jobs 

around the house that he could, participating in community prayers as a 
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listener.  He subscribed to the Talking Books Program of the Perkins In-

stitute for the Blind and became a fan of classical music on tape.  Speech 

and language therapy sessions began to show some progress for him in 

the formation of simple sentences.  Smiling, grateful and considerate of 

others to the end, Brother Matthias died at the Beverly Hospital on 

March 27, 1995. 

M A R C H   2 8 

 

BROTHER MATTHEW  (William Darnell) 

Born:  Charles County, Maryland, March 7, 1867 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, March 28, 1919 

 

Brother Matthew was from southern Maryland which, until the invention 

of the automobile forced the construction of highways, was a world-

apart.  Travel to Washington or Baltimore was by river boat, a side-

wheeler that made leisurely calls to take on and discharge passengers 

and freight.  Here in very rural surroundings lived the descendants of the 

Catholic settlers sent over from England by Lord Baltimore.  Brother 

Matthew, typical of this people, was an object of wonder to the rest of 

the Province who were either emigrants or the first-generation sons of 

emigrants.  Even his speech betrayed him.  Brother Matthew was a stu-

dent at Mt. St. Joseph's when he entered the novitiate on February 2, 

1885, in his eighteenth year.  He did not divulge his plans to his fellow 

students.  Great was their surprise one morning to find him kneeling in 

chapel with the novices.  His first assignment was at Richmond.  Later 

he taught at St. Patrick's, Louisville, Norfolk, Somerville, and Lowell. 

When St. Patrick's in Lowell re-opened after the fire, Brother Matthew 

became Superior of the newly-organized community.  As a teacher he 

won the love and respect of the boys, fostering many vocations.  Brother 

Matthew died after an operation at St. Vincent's Hospital in Worcester.  

He had been a teacher in the high school section of St. John's since he 

had arrived at the Temple Street school in 1906.  Brother Matthew was 

the second Xaverian to die in Worcester County since the Brothers had 

arrived in 1894.  The first had been Brother Christian Higdon who had 

passed away on March 2, 1906, while stationed at Mt. St. Joseph's In-
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dustrial School in Millbury, a suburb of Worcester.  Brother Matthew 

was buried in the Brothers' plot in St. John's Cemetery in Worcester.  

Years later his remains were transferred to Danvers.  Brother Matthew 

had given thirty-four of his fifty-two years to the Congregation. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 396. 
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BROTHER JAMES  (Philip Garrity) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, May 22, 1865 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 28, 1923 

 

Brother James was born in Lowell in the pre-St. Patrick days.  A public 

school graduate, he did teach Sunday School at St. Patrick's Parish.  In 

1885 he entered the Brothers with two friends, Brother Thomas Moran 

(June 24), whose career with us was short, and Brother Paul Scanlan 

(June 18), who became the fifth Superior General.  Sent to Louisville in 

1888, Brother James remained there for the first twenty-nine of his thir-

ty-eight years in religion.  Appointed Superior of St. Xavier's in 1903, he 

made this house a de facto scholasticate.  Assisting him in pushing the 

educational program was Brother Julian Ryan (April 19), the author of 

MEN AND DEEDS.  So many young Brothers began their teaching ca-

reers under Brother James during his long stay in Louisville that his in-

fluence could be felt in the Congregation a half-century later.  During his 

last year in Louisville, doctors discovered that he was diabetic.  A crav-

ing for ice water and a tendency to blood poisoning were symptomatic 

of the disease.  In 1917 Brother James was appointed Superior at Mt. St. 

Joseph's.  For four years things proceeded smoothly, and then a downhill 

slide began.  He seemed to lose his grip; trifles upset him; his affability 

in community diminished.  All understood for the disease was sapping 

his vitality.  A severe cold attacked him in the spring of 1923.  Pneumo-

nia developed.  He died the Wednesday of Holy Week and was buried 

without ceremony on Holy Saturday.  All agreed that a tower of strength 

had fallen, and that his place would be hard to fill. 
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MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 410-415. 

 

 

 

 

BROTHER GAUDENTIUS  (Joseph I. Fowler) 

Born:  Trinity, Newfoundland, September 24, 1880 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 28, 1957 

 

Brother Gaudentius was a thirty-three year old widower when he be-

came a postulant on July 8, 1913, and almost seventy-seven when he 

died in 1957.  A native of Newfoundland, he was a resident of Medford, 

Massachusetts, and a neighbor of the O'Brien's who gave us Brother 

Placidus (September 16).  With his unchanging smile and infectious 

good humor, he spread the good odor of Christ.  He was one who actual-

ly lived the words of Christ, "Love your neighbor as yourself." 

 

 

M A R C H   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER JARLATH  (Patrick J. Clune) 

Born:  Ennis, County Clare, Ireland, February 20, 1889 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, March 30, 1935 

 

From his native Ennis in County Clare, Ireland, the future Brother 

Jarlath wrote to Brother Provincial Isidore, asking to be admitted to the 

Xaverian Brothers.  Receiving a favorable reply, he came straight from 

Ireland and its unhurried ways, arriving on March 6, 1909, at the Noviti-

ate in Baltimore.  He had just passed his twentieth birthday.  He died at 

St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore in l935.  In the intervening twenty-six 

years, he had received twelve assignments, three of them to St. Mary's 

Industrial School.  Brother Jarlath was the exacting schoolmaster, but 

the boys liked him and worked hard.  In community he was reserved and 

shy until he felt well-acquainted, and then he was good company.  His 
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Irish appreciation of the ridiculous made life in America endurable.  It 

all started on the way over from the old country.  As he climbed the 

stairs from the ship's dining room after his first meal, he saw his double 

at the head of the stairwell.  He smiled; so did the double.  He stopped 

climbing, and so did the other man.  It was all very queer until he dis-

covered he was looking into a mirror. 

 

 

BROTHER ADRIAN  (James C. Mooney) 

Born:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, December 25, 1899 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, March 30, 1984 

 

Brother Adrian was a student at St. John's Prep in Danvers when he en-

tered the Congregation in 1918.  His active teaching career spanned fif-

ty-six years and nineteen schools.  His number of assignments speaks of 

strength and endurance, but Brother Adrian was always frail in appear-

ance.  He served six years as Principal of St. Joseph's School in Somer-

ville.  His longest assignment, from 1960 to 1976, was at Notre Dame 

High School in Utica where he worked in the treasurer's office and su-

pervised the cafeteria.  However, the assignment for which he was most 

noted and most proud was the eighteen summers he worked at St. Jo-

seph's Villa, a boys' camp in Hackettstown, New Jersey.  Affectionately 

known as "Ma and Pa Kettle," Brother Adrian and Brother Valerian took 

care of the youngest campers.  Brother Adrian retired to St. John's in 

Shrewsbury in 1976; he had taught at St. John's when it was on Temple 

Street almost fifty years earlier.  Failing eyesight and the need for a cane 

did not prevent him from preparing the weekend pick-up meals.  He died 

in Worcester's Memorial Hospital from the effects of surgery to remove 

blood clots from the brain.  He was eighty-four years old and had been a 

Xaverian for sixty-six years. 

 

 

M A R C H   30 
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BROTHER MICHAEL THOMAS (Brother Aquinas) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, April 13, 1916 

Died: Nazareth Home, Louisville, Kentucky, March 30, 1994 

 

Brother Michael Thomas attended St. Matthew School in Brooklyn 

where the boys’ department was taught by the brothers.  He entered the 

juniorate at Peabody in 1931 and the novititate in 1935.  At Xaverian 

College and Catholic University he majored in English.  His teaching as-

signments were  Malden Catholic, Mount St. Joseph, Xaverian High 

School, Brooklyn, Flaget and St. X.  Always the energetic teacher, he 

usually had junior or senior classes.  His extracurricular assignments in-

cluded assisting with hockey at Malden and tennis at St. X.   

 

After retiring from teaching, Brother Michael spent a short time at St. 

Therese Home for the elderly in Cincinnati with Brother Julian Riley 

(November 10). He then spent several years in retirement at Ryken High 

School, Leonardtown, Maryland, but being of a nervous temperament, 

and finding inactivity difficult, he was assigned to Ryken House in Lou-

isville.  At the time of his death in 1994, he was in his fifty-ninth year as 

a Xaverian Brother. 

M A R C H   3 1 

 

 

BROTHER ATHANASIUS  (Louis Logghe) 

Born:  Torhout, Belgium, August 29, 1833 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, March 31, 1916 

 

Brother Athanasius, a Xaverian for fifty-four years, died in his eighty-

third year.  He entered the Congregation on January 25, 1862.  For years 

he worked in the kitchen at the Mother House where he carried on a spe-

cial apostolate devoted to encouraging the postulants whom he always 

reassured with, "Breaking dishes is no mortal sin."  He is remembered as 

a remarkably energetic man who was always busy.  His great pleasure 

was the company of the young in the community.  When his sight failed 

him, he retired to the house of studies in Torhout, his hometown, where 
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he lived with the German Brothers who had been assigned there after 

their return from Holland in the first days of World War I. 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS  (Walter C. Fitzpatrick) 

Born:  Richmond, Virginia, December 25, 1876 

Died:  Silver Spring, Maryland, March 31, 1944 

 

Brother Thomas died in l944, a month before his golden jubilee.  In his 

early days he had been as inspirational as Brother Isidore, his associate 

in the summer school work for the Brothers.  An inquiring mind made 

him a student all his life, and he was a natural teacher.  With Brother 

Henry Megivern (June 19), he was the ideal team-mate at St. John's 

High School in Worcester, Massachusetts.  Outside the classroom he 

was the rugged individualist who ignored the elements and the conven-

tions. 

 

 

BROTHER AQUIN  (Daniel E. Cronin) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, October 26, 1901 

Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, March 31, 1948 

 

In his early twenties, Brother Aquin was afflicted with a rheumatic heart 

and then total deafness.  This once very active young man dragged him-

self around for several years through several assignments.  He was not 

happy.  At the Working Boys' Home, Brother Fabian, who had his share 

of ill-health, showed Brother Aquin how to do what he could and to for-

get about what everybody else did.  For seventeen years Brother Aquin 

served at the Home in very effective style.  He died at St. Elizabeth's 

Hospital in Brighton, Massachusetts, in his forty-seventh year. 
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BROTHER ILDEFONS  (Julien Rotsaert) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, November 20, 1902 

Died:  Knokke-Heist, Belgium, March 31, 1981 

 

Brother Ildefons, a native of Bruges, entered the novitiate at the age of 

eleven.  He was among the handful of aspirants who fled to Holland 

with Brother Adolph Van Acker (November 5) when World War I broke 

out.  Receiving the habit in 1919, he was soon assigned to the classroom 

at the Institute in Bruges without any formal education.  He would be a 

self-made man in many ways.  Brother Ildefons was a gifted musician 

and, mostly through personal study, he became an outstanding pianist 

and creative composer.  Several of his musical compositions have been 

performed on the Belgian Radio Network.  Brother Ildefons served as a 

teacher in Bruges, Menin, and Heist.  In the last-named town he reached 

the age of retirement and dedicated himself to music, the building of ra-

dio and TV sets, and chess.  While engaged at a game of chess in a local 

club he had founded, he died suddenly.  Brother Ildefons, the "fighting 

bull," as he had been known and at times a bit feared, had found peace 

after spending sixty-two of his seventy-eight years in religious life. 

 

 

 

A P R I L    1 

 

 

BROTHER FINBARR  (Dominic Grogan) 

Born:  County Roscommon, Ireland, July 3, 1861 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 1, 1901 

 

A protege of Brother Provincial Dominic (September 14), and the first to 

die during his provincialate, Brother Finbarr had been a lay nurse at St. 

Mary's Industrial School before he joined the Community at the age of 

thirty-nine.  He was of a robust constitution, and one would have given 

him years of active service, but during his novitiate he contracted pneu-
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monia and died on the sixth day of the disease.  He was one of us for on-

ly four months. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 288. 

 

 

 

BROTHER REMBERT (Robert Clement) 

Born: Torhout, Belgium, July 3, 1930 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, April 1, 1994 

 

Born in Torhout, an ancient Flemish town, in which the Xaverian Broth-

ers had established a scholasticate and novitiate more than thirty years 

before,  young Robert Clement soon became acquainted with them as 

customers in his parents’ bakery and grocery shop.  When he entered the 

novitiate in his home town in 1948, he chose the name Rembert after a 

native of that town who had been a missionary in Northern Germany, 

Denmark and Sweden during the middle ages.  The name, in fact, be-

came symbolic of his life story: it points to his “roots” in Torhout and to 

his “ideal” of being a missionary. 

 

After his education in the field of electricity, required  military service as 

infirmarian, and a bout of serious illness that kept him incapacitated for 

some time, Brother Rembert’s dream of being a missionary came true in 

1955 when he was  finally appointed teacher of technology in the 

Xaverian training center for railroad workers in Likasi, Belgian Congo.  

In 1975, during the “Africanization” of the school and the railroad, he 

was compelled to return to Belgium for three years working in a center 

for handicapped young people in his native Torhout.  When the situation 

in Likasi returned to “normal” in 1978, he was most happy to return to 

Zaïre for another 16 years to serve as treasurer of the community, as-

suming this most difficult  task in a country in which the devaluation of 

currency had reached astronomical dimensions and where it was a daily 

struggle to find the necessary food for the community. 
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On a visit to Belgium during the summer of 1993, Brother Rembert was 

diagnosed with cancer widely spread throughout his body.  The follow-

ing February he was transferred to the hospice ward in Bruges, where he 

died in the early morning of Good Friday, April 1, 1994, respected and 

loved by all as he had been in Zaïre.  He was buried in the brothers’ lot 

at St. Michiels. 

 

A P R I L   2 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCISCUS  (Emile Vanneste) 

Born:  Oudekapelle, Belgium, September 11, 1906 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 2, 1930 

 

Emile Vanneste became Brother Franciscus on September 8, 1922.  He 

had entered in September, 1920, a few weeks after his fourteenth birth-

day.  Dying in his twenty -fourth year, he bequeathed us the memory of 

a saintly young man outstanding in his devotion to Our Lady and the Lit-

tle Flower and one who was all on fire with zeal for the foreign mis-

sions.  At the Institute in Bruges, where he was assigned to domestic du-

ties after his first profession, he exercised an unmistakable influence, es-

pecially among the boarders, as he went about his daily duties in his 

dedicated manner.  In the Army when he was called up for training, he 

showed himself a good soldier who was mission-minded.  Having won 

first prize in a mission contest open to Cibists (Compagnie des 

Infirmiers et Brancardiers), he asked permission to keep the prize, a 

beautiful missal, so that he could present it to "the first missionary bish-

op in the Belgian Congo."  It was granted. 

 

 

BROTHER BRENDAN  (James Leahy) 

Born:  Gortnahulla, County Kerry, Ireland, December 3, 1881 

Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, April 2, 1937 
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Brother Brendan arrived in the novitiate on his twenty-eighth birthday, 

Xavier Day, 1909.  According to the Ordo for 1938, he was "a true son 

of Old Ireland.  He had a strong faith and solid piety, two virtues that he 

carried through life.  Fidelity was his outstanding trait.  The office of 

procurator was usually entrusted to him." 
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A P R I L   3 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS  (George Reach) 

Born:  Aberdeen, Scotland, January 1, 1836 

Died:  Mayfield, England, April 3, 1896 

 

There is very little known about this Brother Francis.  He was forty 

years of age when he joined us at Manchester on November 13, 1876.  

Presumably he remained on at Manchester, for he is classified as a 

teacher and listed for the Manchester community in 1876-1877.  Wheth-

er or not he pronounced vows cannot be indicated positively because this 

fact does not appear in the English Register.  His death certificate indi-

cates that Brother Francis died at Xaverian College, Mayfield.  He was 

the first one interred in our private cemetery on the grounds of Mayfield.  

For a man who lived in the Congregation for twenty years, the data on 

him is less than meager. 

 

BROTHER HENRY DAYON (Brother Emil) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, January 6, 1918 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, April 3, 2004 

 

Henry Lawrence Dayon came to us from the section of Lowell known as 

“The Acre.”  Having attended St. Patrick’s Grammar School, he moved 

on to St. Joseph’s Juniorate in Peabody and, on his seventeenth birthday, 

entered the novitiate where he became known as Brother Emil.  He re-

ceived his Bachelor of Arts degree from Catholic University in 1940 and 

began his career as a teacher of French and Spanish at Cardinal Hayes 

High School.  During his thirteen years in the Bronx, he found time in 

his busy teaching schedule to earn  his Masters Degree from Fordham 

University.  In 1953 Brother Henry returned to Massachusetts, teaching 

at Mission High School in Roxbury and serving  as moderator of the 

Xaverian Guild of Massachusetts.  He possessed a wonderful ability to 

place people at ease, and this led to numerous lasting friendships.  This 

quality also served him well when, in 1960,  he was appointed Vocation  
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Director of the newly-formed St. Joseph’s Province.  In 1966 he an-

swered the call to labor on the African missions in Kenya. 

 

Returning to the United States in 1972, he joined the faculty at St. John’s 

Prep in Danvers.  The five years he spent there were to prove a water-

shed in his life for, during this period,  he was able to confront his prob-

lem with alcoholism, and, through counseling and the support he re-

ceived from Alcoholics Anonymous, he achieved and maintained sobrie-

ty for the last thirty years of his life.  During these years he worked tire-

lessly to help his fellow alcoholics through his work as an alcohol coun-

selor at two hospitals in the Danvers area and by his involvement with 

AA. 

 

In 1979 Brother Henry joined the Xaverian community  at Bishop 

Alemany High School in Mission Hills, California.  During his nineteen 

years there he continued to reach out to help not only the students  but 

also other people in need in the surrounding community.  After a full 

day in school, he volunteered his evenings to teach English to members 

of the large Spanish-speaking adult population in the area helping them 

improve their chances for employment. 

 

An outstanding athlete in his younger days, he never lost his enjoyment 

for competition, whether as a participant or as an observer.  Despite the 

increasing ailments brought on by advancing age, he remained enthusi-

astic and active in his final six years which he spent at Xaverian House 

in Danvers.  He died in his 87
th

 year after 69 years as a Xaverian. 
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A P R I L   5 

 

 

BROTHER EUSEBIUS  (John Sheehan) 

Born:  County Cork, Ireland, April 12, 1861 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April, 5, 1923 

 

Brother Eusebius entered from Lynn, Massachusetts, when he was thir-

ty-five.  He spent twenty-seven years in the community.  For many years 

after his profession in 1898, he was the cook at Mt. St. Joseph's and later 

at Old Point and St. John's in Danvers, but he spent most of his religious 

life at St. Mary's Industrial School.  Brother Julian paid this tribute to 

him in MEN AND DEEDS:  "No one, save Heaven, knows the virtue of 

this man, considering his years of isolation from the community.  He 

cooked at Mt. St. Joseph's day in and day out, summer and winter, with 

none of the modern appliances to make labor easy.  If that did not make 

a saint, then saints are not made from labors on earth." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 415. 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL FRANCIS  (William L. Kletzly) 

Born:  Wheeling, West Virginia, September 8, 1913 

Died:  Silver Spring, Maryland, April 5, 1978 

 

Brother Paul Francis, who was a graduate of Central Catholic High 

School which we staffed in Wheeling joined us in 1934.  Having ob-

tained his bachelor's degree at Catholic University, he taught at St. Xa-

vier's, Louisville, from 1939 to 1943.  Subsequently he was a member of 

the faculties at Cardinal Hayes High School in the Bronx, Mt. St. Jo-

seph's, and St. Joseph's in Bardstown.  He was principal and superior of 

the community at Mission Church High School in Roxbury and director 

of studies at St. John's Prep in Danvers.  From 1964 until his death, 

Brother Paul Francis was Treasurer of the Sacred Heart Province. 
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BROTHER ANDREW JOSEPH  (John T. Stapleton) 

Born:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, November 26, 1905 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, April 5, 1981 

 

A native of Cambridge, Brother Andrew Joseph grew up in Somerville 

and was one of the many Xaverians who received their early education 

at St. Joseph's School.  He entered the Congregation in February, 1924, 

and received his BS degree from Boston College in 1942 and a Master's 

degree in Education from Columbia Teacher's College in 1949.  His 

former students remember him particularly as a mathematics teacher and 

a basketball coach.  He served in Elm Grove, West Virginia; St. Mary's, 

Norfolk; Assumption Academy, St. Francis de Sales and Notre Dame 

High School in Utica (the only Xaverian Brother to serve in all three 

Utica schools); the juniorate in Peabody; the Working Boys' Home in 

Newton Highlands; St. John's in Worcester; Archbishop Stepinac High 

in White Plains; Keith Academy, Lowell; and John Bapst in Bangor.  

During his last five years he lived in retirement at Malden Catholic.  The 

emphysema which had afflicted him for many years finally resulted in 

his death a d'Youville Manor in Lowell where he had entered just ten 

days previously. 
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A P R I L   6 

 

 

BROTHER CELESTIN  (Richard De Blauwe) 

Born:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, Belgium, May 26, 1891 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 6, 1970 

 

Brother Celestin entered on April 12, 1909, and received the habit on 

September 8, 1910.  All his life as a religious he was a hewer of wood 

and a drawer of water at the Institute in Bruges, the farm at Sint 

Michiels, and St. Joseph's School in Heist.  He was  alert to all that was 

going on in the Church and found renewal "the most comforting experi-

ence of my life."  He died at St. Joseph Hospital, Bruges, where he had 

been confined for several months. 

A P R I L   7 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD JOSEPH   (John H. Dettmer) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 1, 1908 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, April 7, 1967 

 

In 1916, World War I was taking its heavy toll in Europe and affecting 

people everywhere when circumstances broke up the large Dettmer fam-

ily of Baltimore, so that eight-year old John and his younger brother 

were placed in the care of the Xaverian Brothers at St. Mary's Industrial 

School.  These were the days before the great fire of April, 1919, and the 

patient Brother Pancratius (June 21)had developed three bands, ranging 

from the little "tackers," the beginner's band, to the skilled musicians of 

the big band.  Both Dettmer boys signed up; as the years went by, John 

became the number one soloist of the trumpet section.  In September, 

1920, he was one of the lucky fifty band members who went along by 

train with Babe Ruth and the entire Yankee squad on their swing around 

the American League circuit.  The eight years that John Dettmer, the fu-

ture Brother Edward Joseph, spent at St. Mary's were to plant the seed of 

a vocation that came to fruition in September, 1924, when he was ac-
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cepted as a postulant at Old Point Comfort.  His first assignment, in the 

fall of 1926, was to the Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands 

where he taught disadvantaged boys and joined them in play and music.  

His own continued music studies included attendance at the famed Pea-

body Conservatory of Music.  After a year in Lowell, teaching the fifth 

grade and training the parish choir, Brother Edward Joseph pronounced 

final vows in 1929 and was assigned to his alma mater, St. Mary's Indus-

trial.  Here he assisted Brother Simon Drury (March 8) with the band.  

The latter years of his twelve year stay at St. Mary's saw him as full 

band director since Brother Simon had been transferred to St. X. to form 

a band there.  In 1941 Brother Simon was transferred to the Mount and 

his friend and protege, Brother Edward Joseph, went to Kentucky to take 

charge of the orchestra there.  He was to remain in Louisville for the 

next twenty-six years, until his death in 1967.  During the 1940's, Broth-

er Edward Joseph organized the St. X. golf team.  His boys captured 

four state championships during the 1950's.  Several of his proteges, in-

cluding Bobby Nichols, became golf professionals.  Brother Edward Jo-

seph, known to all as "Eddy Joe," died in his fifty-eighth year, his forty-

third in the Congregation. 
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A P R I L   7 

 

BROTHER CHARLES  (Edwin A. Wintergerst) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 2, 1901 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, April 7, 1985 

 

Brother Charles, a graduate of St. Xavier's in Louisville, entered the no-

vitiate at Old Point  on February 14, 1919.  He received the habit that 

August 15th and pronounced final vows five years later.  His teaching 

career began in 1920 at St. Mary's in Clarksburg, West Virginia.  Subse-

quent missions included Central Catholic High School in Wheeling, St. 

Joseph's Prep in Bardstown, St. Joseph's in Somerville, and St. Xavier's 

and Flaget.  Between 1935 and 1953, Brother Charles served as Princi-

pal and Superior at St. Teresa's in Brooklyn, Malden Catholic, and St. 

Joseph's in Bardstown.  He was the Superintendent of St. Mary's Indus-

trial School during the final three years of that institution's existence, 

1947 to 1950.  From 1958 to 1982, Brother Charles was associated with 

Good Counsel High School in Wheaton, Maryland, as both teacher and 

director of the school's cafeteria.  In 1982 he moved to the Ryken House 

retirement community on the property of St. Xavier's High School, his 

alma mater.  His death on Easter Sunday morning at the Parkway Nurs-

ing Home was due to congestive heart failure.  Sixty-six of his eighty-

four years had been spent as a Xaverian Brother. 

 

 

A P R I L   7 

 

 

BROTHER MICHEL (Fernand Maes) 

Born: Rotterdam, Holland, May 10, 1917 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, April 7, 1993 

 

After the Maes family returned from Holland, where they had fled at the 

beginning of World War I, and  where Fernand was born, he and his 

three brothers became students at the Institute a short distance from  
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their parents’ home.  Fernand was quite impressed with one of his teach-

ers, the dynamic Brother Julien Vandekerckhove (September 30), and it 

is clear that this relationship blossomed into his considering entrance in-

to the Xaverian Brothers.  And so on September 8, 1933,  young 

Fernand became a novice in the juniorate at Torhout as Brother Michel. 

 

Although a talented musician, Brother Michel did not manage to earn a 

teacher’s diploma.  Instead he was  assigned to ‘household duties’ in 

Heist, Spy and Bruges.  Whenever he was assigned, however, to super-

visory duties with the boys in the yard or in the study halls, he was seen 

to succeed quite well.  In Spy, a little town near Namur in the southern 

part of Belgium, Brother Michel was the founder and first coach of the 

local soccer team and the leader of the parish choir.  In later years, both 

in Heist and Bruges, he would also teach music and direct choir groups. 

 

In 1986, he returned to Bruges to retire and to be closer to his aging sis-

ter.  Soon, however,  he was more in need of care than she was, and in 

the last two years of his life he had lost all vitality and had to rely upon 

daily  nursing care.  In fact it was the nurse coming in for her regular 

morning visit who found that Brother Michel had died quietly a few 

hours earlier on Wednesday, April 7.  After a funeral mass at the Church 

of Our Lady, his body was buried in the Xaverian plot at Steenbrugge. 
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A P R I L   8 

 

 

BROTHER DOMINIC  (Francis Rueb) 

Born:  Wiesenfeld-am-Main, Bavaria, November 24, 1881 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, April 8, 1935 

 

Brother Dominic entered in 1896 as a schoolboy not quite fifteen.  Years 

later he did the cooking at the Institute in Bruges until his health failed.  

He was one of the group who sought refuge at Sluis, Holland, during 

August and September, 1914.  When Brother Isidore, the American Pro-

vincial, sent word that he would welcome them to the United States, 

they thanked him but decided that the Belgian Province had need of 

them.  Brother Dominic died in his fifty-fourth year. 

 

 

 

BROTHER XAVERIUS (Paul Anthony Klinkhammer) 

Born:  Epiphany, South Dakota, February 6, 1897 

Died:   Louisville, Kentucky, April 8, 1994 

 

Brother Xaverius, along with his cousin, Brother Oswald Schmitt (No-

vember 8) came from a German American midwestern family.  Brother 

Leopold Bernardy (June 29) was an uncle and, no doubt, influenced his 

nephews' vocations.  Brother Xaverius was among the first class of nov-

ices Brother Julian Ryan (April 9) had when be became novice master in 

1917, a position Brother Julian held until 1936.  After a few short teach-

ing assignments in Virginia, Brother Xaverius was sent to St. X in Lou-

isville where he taught history and business subjects.   His summers 

were spent at Notre Dame University working toward a bachelor's de-

gree, which he did not receive until 1941.   

 

His business education and his methodical ways made him ideal for 

serving as school and community treasurer and for running the school 

book store.  He served in this capacity at Bardstown and at St. Mary's 
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Industrial School.  From 1945-1948 he served as superior of the noviti-

ate, and in 1950 he began a twelve year assignment as Provincial Secre-

tary and Treasurer.  In 1962 he was assigned as school and community 

treasurer at Good Counsel High School, Wheaton, Maryland, and re-

mained there until he retired at the age of eighty-six.   He spent his last 

years at Ryken House and eventually at Nazareth Nursing Home where 

he died on April 8, 1994 at the age of 97, the last of the old class of 

1917.  He had been a member of the congregation for seventy-seven 

years.  
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A P R I L   8 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS DE SALES (Thomas B. Rynne) 

Born: September 5, 1914, Somerville, Massachusetts 

Died: April 8, 1996, Beverly Hospital, Beverly, Massachusetts 

 

 

Brother Francis de Sales was another one of ours who joined the Con-

gregation from St. Joseph’s in Somerville.  He spent sixty-five years as a 

devoted and prayerful religious, thirty-nine of these at his beloved St. 

John’s Prep.  Usually a teacher of Latin and German, he began his career 

at St. Xavier’s in Louisville in the thirties, and also served on the staffs 

of the Juniorate in Peabody, Mt. St. Joseph’s in Baltimore, Xavier in 

Middletown and the CYO Home in Detroit.  This ‘good Brother’ was 

known for telling parents of his students that it was “a pleasure and a 

privilege to have your son in class.” 

 

A life-long battle with depression produced a shell of belligerence which 

could surface when others asked Brother Francis de Sales innocent ques-

tions about his health.   However, time and medication allowed him to 

mellow into a man who ceaselessly God-blessed anyone who gave him 

any help. 

 

Affectionately known as ‘Dave’ for reasons lost in the mists of time, 

Brother Francis de Sales was a notable fan of both the Boston Red Sox 

and of Boston College.  Assigned to the Pleasant Street, Malden com-

munity during the summers when he was a graduate student at B.C., he 

became a fixture there and at Crystal Street during the summers.  He was 

most gracious in performing odd jobs, driving other Brothers for ap-

pointments and joining Brother Kevin Kenney (October 31) for a base-

ball game at Fenway Park where they had free admission and free park-

ing at nearby Emmanuel College. 
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Brother Francis de Sales learned to drive rather late in life, but he never 

quite mastered it.  He may have belonged to the school of ‘back up until 

you hear glass.’  There were a number of minor car accidents, culminat-

ing in the time that he seriously damaged the vestibule at Xaverian 

House by backing into it.  When he was called to be retested for his li-

cense, a lenient inspector allowed him three more months of driving be-

fore another test with another inspector.  This later test allowed Brother 

Francis de Sales to surrender his license with some contentment and to 

rely on others to drive him where he needed to go. 

 

Brother Francis de Sales was a source of edification for the Brothers and 

for all who knew him.  The simplicity of his faith enabled him to verbal-

ize blessings on others without embarrassment.  He enjoyed lingering in 

Chapel after community prayers or Mass, and he had a devotion to the 

sacred images around the House.  The Offertory Song at his April 11 fu-

neral was “I Call You to My Father’s House”.  The last stanza reads: 

I call you to my Father’s house, a lovely dwelling place. 

Be not afraid to travel there and meet God face to face. 

Those who had the privilege to know Brother Francis de Sales would 

have no difficulty in picturing the joy of this scene. 

 

 

 

 

A P R I L   9 

 

 

BROTHER JULIAN  (George F. Ryan) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, November 1, 1876 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, April 9, 1937 

 

Without ever being aware of it, Brother Julian exercised a greater influ-

ence over the destiny of the American Province than perhaps his ideal, 

the 100% Xaverian, Brother Isidore.  At Louisville where he found his 

niche after pioneering at Scranton and Wheeling with Brother Angelus, 
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he was for years the teacher, friend, and inspiration for all the young 

Brothers assigned there.  For nineteen years, 1917 to 1936, as Novice 

Master, he molded the oncoming generation.  He was the author of MEN 

AND DEEDS.  For years he edited the annual Ordo.  At almost every 

Xaverian gathering he was the orator of the day.  His unexpected death 

from an embolism following a minor operation left a void in the hearts 

of all who knew him. 

 

 

BROTHER PANKRAAS (Arseen Beernaert) 

Born: Zedelgem, Belgium, February 8, 1909 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, April 9, 1993 

 

Arseen Beenaert was born into a farmers’ family in Zedelgem only four 

years after the Xaverian Brothers  had opened St. Leo School there in 

1905.  As a student there, he was the first of many Zedelgem boys to ap-

ply for entrance into the congregation: first as an aspirant and in 1925 as 

a novice.  After one year as a novice, Brother Pankraas was assigned to 

the large community at the Institute in Bruges as a ‘working brother.’ 

Here in the dormitories and dining rooms of the boarding section, he was 

to serve with such dedication that he gained numerous friends among the 

students and their parents.  After the closing of the boarding section in 

the fifties, he would continue his work in the huge dining room of the 

day students. 

 

Over these years Brother Pankraas developed a keen interest in the spir-

itual well-being of the young people whom he served.  He himself was a 

man of prayer with a special interest in the developing liturgical move-

ment of those days.  The liturgical renewal that followed in the wake of 

Vatican II was a milestone in Brother Pankraas’ life.  He began to serve 

in liturgical celebrations in no less than three churches of the city of 

Bruges: the diocesan cathedral, the church of Our Lady and the Basilica 

of the Precious Blood.  That his generous help was appreciated by the 

clergy was underlined in a special way by the visit of Msgr.  Roger 

Vangheluwe, bishop of Bruges to the dying Brother Pankraas.  He had 
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continued to be available in the community, preparing coffee and break-

fast until intestinal cancer prevented him from going on.  On Good Fri-

day, April 9, 1993 he was called to his eternal reward.  After a funeral 

mass of the resurrection he was buried in the Xaverian plot of the 

Brugian cemetery at Steenbrugge, close to the remains of T. J. Ryken, of 

whom he had always hoped that general chapters would vote the begin-

ning of the procedure of beatification. 

 

A P R I L   9 

 

 

BROTHER JORDAN  (Thomas Harold Buckley) 

Born  Somerville Massachusetts,  October 5, 1905 

Died   Danvers Massachusetts,  April 9, 1998 

 

Brother Jordan was one of eleven children born to John and Mary (Con-

nell) Buckley, who had come  from Ireland to settle in Somerville.  After 

the untimely death of his father in 1915, young Harold had first to finish 

his schooling at St. Joseph’s parochial school and then Somerville High 

School.  After graduation, he worked at Carter’s Ink  for four years, to 

contribute to the support of the minor children, before entering the 

Xaverian Brothers’ novitiate at age 22.  Jordan’s family produced three 

other  vocations: his oldest brother, John, became a Maryknoll mission-

ary  in China; his younger sister, Margaret, belonged to the Sisters of 

Notre Dame de Namur; and his nephew, Brother Richard Cook followed 

in the footsteps of his uncle as a Xaverian Brother. 

 

In appearance Jordan  was wiry and muscular, with a handsome head of 

white hair.   For a good many years, however, he had the use of only one 

eye.  Never idle, he always found little jobs that needed to be done and 

that he could do, in and around whatever community house he lived in, 

like keeping the weeds and brush under control and doing minor repairs 

in the three communities where he lived out his retirement:  Saint 

Mary’s-Ryken H.S. in Leonardtown, Malden Catholic High School and 

Saint John’s Prep, Danvers.   
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These three assignments followed a lifetime of teaching  at Saint Pat-

rick’s, Baltimore, where he served a three-year term as superior and 

principal, causing him untold agonies of soul; at Mount Saint Joseph’s 

and Saint Mary’s Industrial School in Baltimore; at Saint Mary’s Law-

rence, Saint Patrick’s Lowell, and the Working Boys’ Home, Newton; at 

Our Lady of Good Counsel in Manhattan; and at Holy Name and Saint 

Teresa’s in Brooklyn, NY.   At the latter school, where classes averaged 

70 boys, he was given the supreme responsibility of teaching the 8b 

class as it prepared for its final grade school Regents exams.  During all 

these years, he attended summer school classes, and ultimately earned a 

master’s degree in history; the subject of his thesis was the History of 

Saint Mary’s Industrial School. 

 

It was Brother Jordan’s own classmate, Brother Ferdinand Hayden, 

(September 7) who taught him how to make chaplets.  He became highly 

competent with the needle-nosed rosary pliers and enthusiastically re-

cruited others who wanted to learn the art.  His expertise was ultimately 

to benefit hundreds if not thousands of both makers and recipients of ro-

saries.   He continued to make beads until the macular degeneration of 

his good eye prevented him from doing any fine work, and from reading, 

no matter how large the print. 

 

In the months that preceded his death, Brother was in and out of the hos-

pital with congestive heart failure.  He died peacefully of pneumonia on 

Holy Thursday evening, April 9, 1998, just after the brothers, together 

with Florence and Brother Richard Cook had recited the prayers for the 

dying.  Of the eleven Buckley children, only Brother Jordan’s sister, 

Florence, the mother of Brother Richard, who gave the eulogy,  re-

mained to mourn him.   

A P R I L   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER HENRI  (Herman Schwab) 

Born:  Marksteinach, Bavaria, March 25, 1892 
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Died:  Oostburg, Holland, April 10, 1916 

 

Trained as a baker, Brother Henri helped to provide for the large com-

munity in Bruges, about 350 boarding students and Brothers.  At the 

outbreak of World War I, he stayed with the Brothers of the Christian 

Schools at Sluis, Holland.  Stricken with galloping consumption, he died 

in 1916 at the Sisters' Hospital in Oostburg not far from Sluis.  He was 

twenty-four. 

 

 

BROTHER MEINRAD  (James F. Clark) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 11, 1924 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 10, 1944 

 

Brother Meinrad died during his freshman year at Xaverian College in 

Silver Spring, Maryland.  He was only nineteen.  Six years previously he 

had suffered an injury at play that necessitated the amputation of his leg.  

Everything seemed normal during his stay at the juniorate and the novi-

tiate.  Early in 1944 his old trouble reappeared in the form of cancer.  On 

March 29, when all hope of recovery vanished, he made his profession 

at St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore in the presence of a number of Broth-

ers.  Death came peacefully and happily, on Easter Monday after he had 

renewed his vows. 

 

 

BROTHER  MAURICE  (Vincent McDonnell) 

Born:  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, January 21, 1862 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 10, 1947 

 

Brother Maurice began his teaching career with us when he was forty-

two.  In the classroom he never wavered in his eagerness to instill in his 

pupils a love for scientific inquiry.  His willingness to explain contrived 

difficulties made him the victim of scheming schoolboys who were 

seeking a way out of the work assigned for the day.  Out of earshot, 

Brother Maurice was "Pop" to the boys.  In his last years he suffered 
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greatly from arthritis and was confined to his bed.  He still remained in-

tellectually curious and was ever trying to find ingenious ways to do cer-

tain things, such as determine the mass of the earth.  He died in his 

eighty-sixth year. 

 

 

 

A P R I L   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER EARL  (Joseph J. Forrest) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, April 5, 1911 

Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, April 10, 1989 

 

Following his graduation from St. Joseph's School in Somerville, the fu-

ture Brother Earl became an aspirant at St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody 

in 1925 and a novice at Old Point Comfort in 1929.  During his 

scholasticate years at Catholic University, he excelled in his studies, es-

pecially Latin and Greek.  He performed well in sports too, becoming 

famous as a baseball pitcher and football punter and a successful basket-

ball coach at Saint Michael's in Brooklyn.  His classroom career spanned 

more than forty years at a dozen high schools from Bangor to Louisville.  

He was assigned to St. John's on Temple Street in Worcester in the mid-

1930's and returned forty years later to the Shrewsbury campus.   

 

Besides being an influential teacher, Brother Earl served as guidance 

counselor, coach, and athletic director.  In addition, he pursued stamp 

collecting as a hobby and moderated stamp clubs in the schools where 

he taught.  He was the author of a Latin manual for beginning teachers 

and several articles on the Blessed Mother and Christian family values.  

Plagued for years with many illnesses, some real, some imaginary, 

Brother Earl spent his final days at the Belmont Manor Nursing Home.  

He died of cardiac arrest at St. Elizabeth's Hospital in Brighton, five 

days after his seventy-eighth birthday.  He had spent sixty years in the 

Congregation. 
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A P R I L   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES LEO McCARTHY (Brother Howard) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, March 20, 1923  

Died: Venice, Florida, April 10, 1995 

 

Entering the Congregation from St. Francis Prep in Brooklyn, Brother 

Howard began his teaching career at Flaget High School in Louisville.  

Like many Brothers of his generation, he got his bachelor’s and his mas-

ter’s degree “on the fly.”   He made stops, some long, some short, at St. 

Teresa’s, St. X, St. John’s Prep, Mission High and the Mount before be-

ing appointed the Principal and Superior at St. Joseph’s Prep in Bard-

stown, Kentucky.  It was his sad duty to close the Prep in June of 1968.  

While it was a difficult time for the people of Bardstown and the Broth-

ers stationed at St. Joseph’s Prep, Jim made the best of it, and perhaps 

because of his Irish charm, the people of Bardstown, while they were 

disappointed with the Prep’s closing, still have very warm feelings for 

the Xaverian Brothers. 

 

After a brief stop at Mount St. Joseph where he served as Superior of the 

community, he returned to St. X in 1970 and remained there until his re-

tirement in 1991.  He gave half of his religious life, twenty-seven years 

out of fifty-four years to St. Xavier High School. 

 

In Jim’s younger days as a Xaverian Brother he was a bit of an enfant 

terrible, a man who could play well the game of religious life and who 

could out-fox the most vigilant superior.  With the changes in the 

Church that came with Vatican II and with the summer renewal program 

at Adrian, Jim joined the vanguard in the renewal of the Congregation.  

A quest for justice became one of the passions of his life, but if it was a 

passion, it was always tempered by his gentle nature and Irish wit and 
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his love and dedication for his Brothers in religion and for the people he 

served.  

 

James McCarthy died at the age of seventy-two and in the fifty-fourth 

year of his religious life as a Xaverian Brother.  He was buried from St. 

Bridget Church in Louisville and interred in the Brothers’ Cemetery on 

the grounds of St. X.     
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A P R I L   10 

 

BROTHER MICHAEL JOSEPH HEGARTY  (Cornelius F. Hegarty) 

Born: September 10, 1918, Somerville, Massachusetts 

Died: April 10, 2006, Venice, Florida 

 

Born in Somerville, Massachusetts, in Saint Joseph’s Parish, Cornelius 

Frederick Hegarty met the Xaverian Brothers at Saint Joseph School 

where the Brothers taught from 1893 until 1959.  After graduating from 

the Juniorate and receiving his diploma from Saint John’s Prep, as was 

the custom in those days, he entered the novitiate on January 6, 1936 

with his Juniorate class, receiving the habit and the name Michael Jo-

seph on the Feast of the Assumption that same year.  Although he offi-

cially dropped the Joseph at some point, he never lost it in the communi-

ty and his nickname remained “Mikey Joe” until he died.  Beginning his 

career at Holy Name in Brooklyn, he made stops along the way at Leon-

ard Hall, John Bapst, Flaget, Mission and Saint X.  In 1959 he began a 

thirty-six year career as a missionary in Kenya which was interrupted by 

one year, 1963-1964, back in the states at Mission High School.  During 

his years in Africa he served as a teacher, a counselor, regional superior 

and, for fifteen years, the director of Saint Martin’s House in Kitale, a 

stop-off center for missionaries either going home from or returning to 

their missionary assignments in Kenya.  

 

In his eulogy of Michael Joseph, Brother Edward Keefe commented: 

 

In Africa Mike was one with the people he served. For thirty-six 

years he was their teacher, counselor, mentor and friend serving at 

teacher training centers and in secondary schools in Eregi, Mumias 

and Kitale . . . His easy going approach and his ability to make one 

feel an important part of his day were recognizable strengths in his 

relationships with faculty and students at every stop along his Afri-

can journey. 
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Because of his many years in Africa, Michael Joseph was virtually un-

known to younger members of the congregation in the United States.  In 

that sense he was a true missionary who sacrificed all that he knew and 

loved in the United States for his devotion to the people of Kenya.   

 

After retiring to Venice, Florida, in 1997, he suffered a stroke which left 

him paralyzed and confined to a hospital for the last two years of his life.  

At his death he joined his novitiate classmates, Brothers Ernan, Padraic, 

Elroy, Raphael and Hilaire, in the Xaverian realms of glory.             

 

A P R I L   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN  (John Dougherty) 

Born:  Tipperary, County Tipperary, Ireland, April 2, 1829 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 11, 1895 

 

"Good Brother John," as Brother Dominic (September 14) always re-

ferred to him, entered the Congregation on January 11, 1884 in his fifty-

fifth year, and spent the eleven years of his religious life at St. Mary's 

Industrial School where, as a white-haired, kindly man, he cared for the 

little ones with a gentleness that was all his own.  He died on Wednes-

day of Holy Week and was buried on Good Friday. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 209. 

 

 

A P R I L   1 3 

 

 

BROTHER BONIFACE  (Stephen Koerber) 

Born:  Frickenhausen, Germany, December 18, 1871 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 13, 1931 

 

Brother Boniface was the younger brother of Brother Augustine (Febru-

ary 16) and the cousin of Brother Gregory (January 20).  He entered the 
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Belgian Province in 1902.  During World War I he was for a short time a 

refugee across the line in Sluis, Holland.  Having returned to Belgium 

after the Germans had occupied the country, he was assigned to Heist.  

Here he was inducted into the Reserves because he had been a German 

soldier.  When peace came, he could not return to Belgium, so he came 

to the United States in April, 1922.  His death was tragic.  He fell several 

stories while washing windows at Mt. St. Joseph's and died without re-

covering consciousness. 

 

 

BROTHER NORBERT  (John Victory Brennan) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, September 28, 1906 

Died:  White Plains, New York, April 13, 1962 

 

A graduate of Lowell High School, Brother Norbert spent two years at 

West Point and several more in the business world before joining us in 

his twenty-sixth year.  His teaching career took him from St. Xavier's in 

Louisville to Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx, St. John's on Temple Street in 

Worcester, Keith Academy in his native Lowell, Archbishop Stepinac 

High School in White Plains, New York.  His West Point background, 

and even more his quiet, disciplined sincerity earned him high respect 

from his students and from his fellow Xaverians.  At Stepinac where he 

was head of the Science Department, he was hospitalized following a 

heart attack only to succumb to another on the following day.  He was 

buried at St. John's in Danvers on Tuesday in Holy Week. 

 

A P R I L   1 3 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS  (Thomas F. Ferriter) 

Born:  Holyoke, Massachusetts, February, 23, 1911 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, April 13, 1966 

 

After attending Cathedral High School in Springfield for one year, 

Thomas Ferriter transferred to Holy Cross Preparatory College, the 

juniorate of the Passionist Fathers in Dunkirk, New York.  Ill health 
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forced his departure, and after an operation and somewhat lengthy re-

covery, he applied for admission to the Alexian Brothers.  Concluding 

that he was not adapted to hospital work, he returned home.  On the ad-

vice of his confessor, he applied to our Congregation and was admitted 

on June 2, 1932 at the age of twenty one. On December 3rd of that year, 

he received the habit and the name Francis of Assisi which he subse-

quently shortened to Francis.  He and Brother Norbert, who share the 

same death anniversary, received the habit on the same day.  After sev-

eral years of summer and extension courses, he completed his under-

graduate studies and was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree from 

Loyola University.  Brother Francis' first teaching assignments were four 

years at St. Mary's Industrial and nine years at Holy Name School in 

Brooklyn where he taught the eighth grade.  In 1947 he experienced 

what proved to be the beginning of a series of chronic illnesses.  Wor-

ried lest he become a burden to the Congregation, he forced himself to 

smile and do what he could performing light duties at XC and the 

juniorate.  Judged ready to return to class in 1951, he taught at Newton 

Highlands, St. Patrick's and the Mount in Baltimore, and Cardinal 

Hayes.  In the late 1950's Brother Francis experienced a cerebral spasm 

which resulted in temporary paralysis on the left side--possibly a harbin-

ger of his eventual terminal illness. In April of 1965, he was relieved of 

all teaching duties and transferred to the Prep in Danvers where he acted 

as community chauffeur.  Stricken suddenly he underwent surgery at Sa-

lem Hospital for a massive brain tumor, lingering on for ten days mostly 

in a state of coma.  At the time of his death, Brother Francis was fifty-

five years old, and had spent thirty-four years with us.  He was a man of 

simple and sincere character, anxious to do his best as teacher or in 

whatever other tasks he was assigned.  Like his patron of Assisi, he had 

a love for animals and enjoyed taking care of pets as a hobby. 

 

 

A P R I L   13 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH CAJETAN MOORE (Brother Cajetan) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York,  June 9, 1928 
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Died:  Louisville, Kentucky,  April 13, 2004 

 

Born into an American-Irish-Dutch family in Brooklyn and raised in 

Saint Matthew’s parish, Joseph Moore met the Xaverian Brothers in his 

parish school.  After he graduated from Saint Matthew’s School, he 

joined his classmate, John Sullivan (Brother Columkille, September 6), 

as an aspirant at Saint Joseph’s Juniorate in Peabody, Massachusetts.  

Here he flourished with other teenagers like himself who joked about at-

tending “Oak Hill Academy” as they prepared themselves to become 

Xaverian Brothers like their teachers and mentors.  

 

Entering the novitiate at Old Point on February 15, 1946, Joe received 

the Holy Habit on August 15
th

 of that year and the name Cajetan, a name 

renowned in the history of both the American and Belgian provinces.  

As with many Brothers whose baptismal name was Joseph, the Joseph 

became linked with his religious name as his nickname in the communi-

ty.  Joseph Moore was affectionately known as “Joe Caj.”   

 

Beginning his career at the Working Boys’ Home in 1948, he moved in 

1950 to Saint Joseph School in Somerville where he remained for seven 

years, completing his bachelor’s degree at Boston College in 1957.  Dur-

ing his years at Somerville, he formed a life-long bond with the superior 

and principal, Brother John Berchmans Elliott (January 28), and deep-

ened his boyhood bond with his novitiate classmate Brother Conal Ow-

ens.  After a brief assignment at Saint John’s Prep, he spent two years at 

Mount Loretto before moving to Saint X in 1959 where he remained un-

til 1967.  He was stationed at Xaverian High School in Brooklyn before 

a brief tour as a missionary in Bolivia from 1971 until 1973 when he re-

turned to Xaverian for another four years. The 1978-1979 school year 

saw him at Good Counsel.  From 1979 until 1989, he was a parish min-

ister at Saint Sebastian’s in Woodside, New York.  In 1989 he returned 

to Xaverian where he remained until poor health brought him in 2001 to 

Ryken House in Louisville. 
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Recognizing his difficulties with alcohol, Joe voluntarily underwent 

treatment for a short time and remained sober for the rest of his life.  Un-

fortunately, the ill effects of his drinking days had taken a serious toll on 

his health, a condition which he endured patiently during his final days 

at Ryken House.  He died in Louisville and was buried in the Brothers’ 

plot at the Resurrection Cemetery on Staten Island.    
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A P R I L  13 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH OSSELAERE  
Born:   Knokke, Belgium, September 8, 1918 

Died:   Bruges, Belgium, April 13, 2006 

 

Brother Joseph was a native of Loppem, Belgium.  He was one month 

shy of his seventeenth birthday when he joined the Xaverian Brothers on 

February of 1935.  Three years later he was on the missions, beginning a 

forty-year teaching career that would take him to the brothers’ schools in 

Knokke, Bruges, Menen, Houthhulst, Zedelgen and Heist.  His longest 

assignment was the fourteen years he spend at the St. Francis Xavier In-

stitute in Bruges.  Brother Joseph retired from the classroom in 1978 but 

continued to live on with the school community at St. Joseph’s Institute 

in Heist until that Xaverian community left the school in 1997.  He then 

moved to the retirement community, the Landhouse in St. Michiels.  At 

the age of eighty-seven, and still in relatively good health, Brother Jo-

seph celebrated his 70
th

 anniversary in 2005.  His passing was unex-

pected;  scheduled to be released from the hospital after a short stay, he 

suffered a fatal heart attack just prior to returning to St. Michiels and 

died on April 13, 2006, ten days after his 88
th

 birthday.  Brother Joseph 

was an open-hearted man with a joyful and caring laugh, kind and flexi-

ble with his brothers in community and with his students in the class-

room. 

 

A P R I L   1 3  

 

BROTHER ALBERT BOZZO (Alberto) 

Born:  November 4, 1930, Brooklyn, New York 

Died:  April 13, 2015, Beverly, Massachusetts 

 

A quiet joy permeated Albert Bozzo’s entire life as a Xaverian Brother.  

Born in Little Italy, Manhattan, Al’s family moved to Bensonhurst, 

Brooklyn where he grew up. Al met the Xaverian Brothers at Saint Mi-

chael’s Diocesan High School where he excelled in all his subjects under 
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the teaching and guidance of  such Brothers as Claude, Gilroy, Jogues, 

Randal, Donald, Omer, and Thomas More. Upon graduation in 1949, he 

entered the novitiate at Old Point Comfort. 

 

At Xaverian College Al continued to excel not only as a science major, 

but also in sports, work and fidelity to religious observance.  Having 

earned his BA and Masters at Catholic University, his quest for 

knowledge in the area of science led him to study at Bellarmine in Lou-

isville, Brown University in Providence, and Loyola, New Orleans.  An 

outstanding teacher, Al enriched the lives of his students whether  at 

Saint Xavier, Good Counsel, Flaget or Xaverian, Brooklyn.  

 

 Al’s spirituality was ever present in his ministry.  He was magnani-

mous; he possessed a generosity of soul that impelled him to continue to 

give service to those in need even as he coped with emotional and psy-

chological difficulties.   He was a faithful volunteer at the Learning 

Bank in Baltimore for the thirteen years prior to retirement at Xaverian 

House. His magnanimity was evident at the end when he courageously 

suffered without a complaint.  Lastly magnanimity often means an irre-

proachable life. Certainly Al’s life as a Xaverian Brother is irreproacha-

ble example to the rest of us.  

 

In life Al shared the many gifts he received from God, from his family 

and from his life as a Xaverian. In death Al gave us his final gift – the 

example of how to surrender yourself trustingly into the arms of your 

Father who knows you, understands you and loves you.  

 

A P R I L   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER ISIDORE  (Leon Samyn) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, November, 1846 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 15, 1866 
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Brother Isidore entered on July 12, 1862, and received the habit on Xa-

vier Day that year, a month after his sixteenth birthday.  He was only 

twenty when he died and was laid to rest in the cemetery at Steenbrugge-

lez-Bruges. 

 

 

BROTHER HAROLD  (John  J.  O'Hare) 

Born:  Brookline, Massachusetts, December 6, 1889 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, April 15, 1938 

 

Brother Harold, a keen observer and a wonderful mimic, could listen for 

a few minutes and then reproduce the speaker's tone of voice, his facial 

expression, and every mannerism in speech and action.  He did it all in 

good part; he was incapable of meanness.  He died on Good Friday af-

ternoon at the J.B.Thomas Hospital in Peabody, Massachusetts, in his 

forty-ninth year. 

  

 

A P R I L   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER BEDE  (Michael F. Rouse) 

Born:  Dushore, Pennsylvania, October 9, 1874 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 16, 1939 

 

Always an indefatigable worker, Brother Bede obtained both his Mas-

ter's degree and his doctorate while he carried on his regular teaching as-

signments.  In the classroom, where he ruled for forty years, he was a 

grim taskmaster.  As a member of the staff at St. John's Prep in Danvers, 

Massachusetts, in the early days, he helped that institution to get off to a 

good start scholastically.  His last assignment was at Xaverian College.  

A dedicated scholar, Brother Bede never wasted a minute that could be 

devoted to study.  After finishing his meal in the dining hall at Xaverian 

College, he would reach behind him, take a book from a bookcase, and 
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read until the signal officially ending the meal.  He had a brother with 

us, Brother Innocent (June 28), to whom he was very devoted. 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARDINE  (John Barry) 

Born:  Kensington, England, January 12, 1875 

Died:  London, England, April, 16, 1950 

 

Brother Bernardine, Headmaster at Manchester and at Clapham, left his 

scholarly impress on both institutions.  Provincial of the English Prov-

ince from 1925 to 1931, he served again from 1947 until his death in 

1950.  In any assemblage he was a person of consequence.  Ability and 

charm shone out all over him.  He was one of our great men, recognized 

as such in every Province.  He died in his seventy-sixth year at the Hos-

pital of St. John and St. Elizabeth in the London that he loved. 

 

 

 

A P R I L   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER HILARION  (John J. Wallace) 

Born:  Blarney, County Cork, Ireland, July 4, 1880 

Died:  Silver Spring, Maryland, April 16, 1963 

 

Brother Hilarion's parents came to America when he was very young 

and took up residence in the strongly-Irish section of Lowell.  It was a 

hard world of discrimination and flying fists in which the youthful im-

migrant found himself.  For a number of years, John Wallace was an 

employee in the mills of his adopted city.  He had dreams of being an 

architect but an interview with Brother Matthew (March 28), then Supe-

rior at St. Patrick's in Lowell, convinced him that he felt an even strong-

er attachment to the religious life.  He arrived at the Novitiate in Balti-

more on May 7, 1903, when he was twenty-three.  Three months later he 

began his active apostolate at St. Mary's Industrial School where he was 
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to spend fifteen years in five assignments.  From 1914 to 1916, he was 

director of St. James Parochial School in Newark.  He pioneered under 

Brother Urban at Holy Cross, Brooklyn.  In 1923 he was the first Supe-

rior at St. Matthew's in Brooklyn.  Assigned to Leonard Hall in 1929, he 

remained for five years, serving as Superior the last two.  For almost 

thirty years he acted as a counselor at Camp Calvert.  Brother Hilarion 

taught more than one middle-aged man with a Peter Pan complex that it 

was possible to grow old gracefully and usefully, paradoxical as that lat-

ter term may sound when said of one whose later years were spent in a 

state of semi-blindness.  Despite the lack of sight, which to a man who 

loved to read was a heavy and humiliating cross, Brother Hilarion taught 

for the last eight years of his life at Sacred Heart Novitiate and Xaverian 

College.  To the scholastics, whose recreations he attended no matter 

what the weather, he taught the beauty of fraternal life.  He held an un-

disputed place in the affection of young Xaverians.  Brother Hilarion 

died in his eighty third year with his eagerly awaited diamond jubilee 

only three weeks away. 
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A P R I L   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER MARTIN  (Martin Rollez) 

Born:  Staden, West Flanders, Belgium, August 14, 1896 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 17, 1969 

 

Brother Martin was the older brother of Brother Albert (January 17).  At 

the beginning of World War I, both--the former a novice, the latter an 

aspirant--had been sent home to Staden.  Subsequently this town close to 

the front lines was occupied by the Germans.  When peace came, both 

returned to Bruges.  Brother Martin was admitted to vows in 1919 when 

he was twenty-three.  His teaching days were spent in Bruges, Heist, and 

Knokke.  When his eyesight began to fail, he supervised the domestic 

staff at the Institute in Bruges.  When he retired, he went to live at Sint 

Michiels.  Brother Martin, like Brother Albert, suffered from a heart 

condition.  He died at St. Joseph's Clinic after having suffered a stroke. 

 

 

BROTHER CLAUDE  (Peter J. Krachek) 

Born:  Detroit, Michigan, June 24, 1893 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, April 17, 1975 

 

After having been an aspirant at Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore, Brother 

Claude entered the novitiate there on August 30, 1910, along with an-

other Detroiter, Brother Marcian Reid (May 31).  His longevity and ac-

tivity combined to conceal the fact that he had served in other than the 

diocese of Brooklyn although his time there represented forty-five of his 

sixty-five years as a Xaverian Brother.  Six of these years were spent as 

Superior of Holy Cross, the remainder as a teacher at Saint Michael's 

Diocesan High School and Xaverian High.  He had been at St. Joseph's 

in Somerville from 1915 to 1928, acting as Superior the last four years; 

at other times he had taught at the Paradise Protectory in Abbotstown, 

PA; the Fitton School in East Boston; the Working Boys' Home in New-

ton Highlands; and St. Mary's Industrial School.  Running the bookstore 
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and helping in the library, he was active to the end.  Brother Claude died 

in his sleep at Xaverian High School at the age of eighty-one and was 

buried in the Brothers' Cemetery in Leonardtown.  To a man, "his old 

boys" said he was the greatest leader and influence in their lives. 
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 A P R I L   1 7 

 

BROTHER PLUNKET (John Francis Doherty) 

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, June 14, 1928 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, April 17, 2009, 

 

A son of Mission Hill and a graduate of Mission High School, John 

Francis Doherty entered the Congregation with the Juniorate class (alt-

hough he was not a Juniorate boy) in February of 1947.  Receiving the 

holy habit and the name Plunket on the following Feast of the Assump-

tion, he bore the name and wore the habit until the day he died.  After 

receiving his bachelor’s degree at Catholic University, he began his 

teaching career at Saint John’s High School in Worcester, the first of 

three assignments which would span twenty-seven years at that school.  

The 1958 school year found him at Ryken High School, and the follow-

ing year he was transferred to Keith Academy in Lowell.  In 1962 he be-

came the prefect of studies at Saint John’s and remained in that position 

until 1966 when he was missioned at Malden Catholic.  At both Saint 

John’s and Malden Catholic, Plunket became a legend.  “Flunk it with 

Plunket” was a student adage which gave testament to the fact that 

Brother Plunket was a rigorous teacher.  Rigorous he might have been, 

but he was eminently fair and always solicitous of the well being of his 

students.  In his eulogy for Brother Plunket, Brother Lawrence Harvey, 

one of his former students,  wrote, “Those of us who had the privilege to 

have Brother Plunket as a teacher or to serve with him on a faculty can 

provide first-hand testimony that God rewarded him with the ‘the grace 

to be  a good and holy teacher.’” 

 

At Malden Catholic Plunket oversaw the maintenance and cleaning of 

the school with a staff of student workers.  The school sparkled, and the 

boys who worked for Plunket knew better than to slack off.  If ever there 

was a master at organizing teenage labor, Plunket was that master. 

 

Plunket was a master teacher of math, and when he was in his late sixties 

and early seventies, he attended conventions and workshops on the gra-



259 

phing calculator and taught this art to younger teachers.  When it came 

to his classroom work, he was always the well-prepared and up-to-date 

professional. Plunket taught until he was seventy-eight years old.  When 

he knew that he could no longer do the job well, even though it was at 

the end of the second marking period, he went to the headmaster at Saint 

John’s and told him that he had to retire.   

 

Plunket was also a master craftsman, and with his dear friend, Brother 

Philip Neri Crossen (May 22, 1997) he saved both Saint John’s High 

School and Malden Catholic a fortune in maintenance costs.  It would 

seem that there was nothing that he and Philip Neri could not do or fix.  

As soon as school was over, he would change out of his habit into his 

work clothes, and he and Philip Neri would begin their current project. 

 

Like Brother Philip Neri, Plunket was a model religious in the very tra-

ditional sense of those words.  Brother Andrew McManus (September 

25) used to divide the Brothers into good school men and good religious.  

Plunket was both to an eminent degree.  A prayerfully contemplative 

man, he possessed a spiritual life which formed everything he did:  his 

love for his Brothers, his dedication to his Congregation, and his zeal for 

the welfare of his students.  If he ever spoke an unkind word, it is cer-

tainly not recorded. Brother Lawrence wrote in his eulogy, “Brother 

Plunket acquired and practiced the virtue of humility - - he never 

brought attention to himself, sought the limelight or aspired for positions 

of authority and power.  He loved the obscurity of his duties and per-

formed them almost until the last breath was left in him.” 

 

After a long struggle with congestive heart failure, Brother Plunket died 

as peacefully as he had lived and is buried with his Brothers in the 

community cemetery in Danvers. 
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A P R I L   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER CYRIL (Donald Birtles) 

Born:  June 3, 1925, Manchester, England 

Died:  April 17, 2014, Boston Massachusetts 

 

 

Brother Cyril  was born on June 3, 1925 to Olive and Cyril Birtles  in 

Manchester, England, and spent all but one or two years of his active life 

living and working in that city.  He entered the Congregation of on Oc-

tober 7, 1942 when the Second World War was well underway. Because 

of the war, the novitiate premises in Deeping St. James had been taken 

over by students evacuated from St. Edward the Confessor School (Fox-

hunt) and the novices had been moved to Clapham College in London.  

He made perpetual vows on March 25, 1948. After receiving his degree 

in English from Manchester University, he spent most of his active life 

at Xaverian College in Manchester, England where he taught from 1947 

to 1962 and in 1962 became Headmaster, a post he filled until 1990.  

 

The years of Cyril’s administration were especially challenging since the 

British secondary education system was being radically changed.  

Xaverian College went from being a traditional English grammar school 

for students from 11 to 19 to a sixth form college offering a three year 

course in preparation for university and other forms of higher education.  

The transition was extremely difficult and demanding, but Cyril’s per-

sonal qualities of diligence, intelligence and hard work, not to mention 

his sense of humor, succeeded in making Xaverian Sixth Form College 

one of the finest examples of such a school in the Manchester area. 

 

In 1990 Cyril retired but continued on as a member of the Board of 

Governors of Xaverian College.  He filled that role until 2002 when he 

came to the United States where he lived in retirement at Xaverian 

House in Danvers until his death.  He was one of four Brothers from our 

former English Province who left their native country to live the remain-
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der of the years with their Xaverian confrères in the United States.  No 

doubt that such uprooting was difficult for him, yet never once did he ut-

ter a complaint. 

 

Brother Cyril is fondly remembered as the quintessential gentleman. 

Always magnanimous, calm, quiet and quick-witted, he is remembered 

for his easygoing manner, his love of his fellow Xaverians, and his faith-

fulness to our vocation. He was especially generous with his time in vis-

iting brothers in hospitals and nursing homes as well as enjoying an oc-

casional golf trip to Florida.  

 



262 
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BROTHER BERCHMANS  (Alexander Bainbridge) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, May 31, 1872 

Died:  Preston, Lancashire, England, April 18, 1892 

 

Brother Berchmans entered in 1885, presumably at Mayfield, where 

there were twelve postulants at the end of 1886.  He received the habit 

on June 20, 1889, three weeks after his seventeenth birthday.  He was 

professed on the twelfth of January, 1892, and died that April.  He had 

been allowed to go home to recuperate.  He was buried, perhaps, in his 

parents' lot in the Catholic section of the cemetery in Preston.  The other 

Xaverians who died in Preston were buried at St. Mary's Cemetery, 

Brownedge, six miles in the country. 

 

 

 

 

BROTHER BERTRAM  (Anthony F. Frasier) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, December 5, 1904 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, April 18, 1955 

 

Brother Bertram, Superior at St. Matthew's in Brooklyn, died in his fifty-

first year.  He held a B.S. in education from Fordham and had done 

graduate work at St. Francis College and St. John's University, Brook-

lyn.  Except for one year at St. Patrick's in Baltimore and three years as 

Superior at the juniorate in Peabody, he was for twenty-eight years asso-

ciated exclusively with the parochial schools in Brooklyn.  An inspiring 

teacher, Brother Bertram was particularly successful in vocation work, 

sending many young men to our Congregation. 

 

 

BROTHER ANGELO  (John L. North) 

Born:  Pawtucket, Rhode Island, June 27, 1889 
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Died:  Middletown, Connecticut, April 18, 1966 

 

After graduating from Sacred Heart School in his native Pawtucket, John 

Leo North felt attracted to the teaching brotherhood, but the thought 

simmered for more than a dozen years until he read an advertisement in 

the Providence Visitor concerning the Xaverian Brothers.  He applied for 

admission and received the habit on February 17, 1917, at the age of 

twenty-seven.  His teaching career of twenty-five years was spent mostly 

at St. Mary's in Lawrence, MA, and St. Patrick's in Lowell.  Subsequent-

ly he helped out for ten years in the filing room at the Working Boys' 

Home in Newton Highlands, and for eleven years at St. John's Prep, 

manning the switchboard.  For years he was one of the "Big Four" at the 

Prep Infirmary, along with Miss Mary McGauley, R.N., Brother Nicho-

las (August 16) and Brother John Evangelist (September 25).  Illness 

that necessitated major surgery several times and long periods of recu-

peration dogged the last fifteen years of his life.  "I can't do anything 

about my afflictions," he used to say, "so I decided to be cheerful about 

them."  Brother Angelo spent the last fifteen months of his life as an 

ambulatory patient at the Meadowbrook Home and Hospital in Mid-

dletown, CT.  Old age, pneumonia, and a failing heart took him at age 

seventy-six, just ten months short of his golden jubilee. 
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BROTHER FLORENT  (Henry Gielisse) 

Born:  North Brabant, Holland, October 20, 1895 

Died:  Sijsele, Belgium, April 19, 1984 

 

Entering St. Francis Xavier Institute in Bruges in June, 1908, as an as-

pirant, Brother Florent received the habit on September 8, 1912.  Even 

before completing his secondary education, he began teaching in the el-

ementary section of the Institute--the start of seventy two years of devot-

ed service as a Xaverian Brother.  He was a gifted and versatile teacher; 

at various times he taught mathematics, physics, chemistry, religion, 

French, English, German, and Dutch.  Brother Florent suffered poor 

health much of his life, experiencing frequent periods of depression, but 

this did not deter him from serving the province as Scholastic Master or 

serving the Congregation as Vicar General from 1953 to 1965.  All 

Xaverians are indebted to him for his research on the life of the Founder 

and the early history of the Congregation, which he undertook in 1939 as 

chairman of the Commission for the celebration of the Xaverian Centen-

nial in Belgium.  For the last nine years of his life, Brother Florent was a 

hospital patient at a nursing home in Sijsele near Bruges, where he died 

on Holy Thursday morning at the age of eighty-eight. 

 

BROTHER FLAVIN  (Thomas L. Flood) 

Born:  Norwood, Massachusetts, December 10, 1920 

Died:  Lynn, Massachusetts, April 19, 1986 

 

Born in Norwood, Massachusetts, Brother Flavin graduated from Taun-

ton High School before entering the Xaverians.  He earned his Bache-

lor's degree at St. John's University in Brooklyn and his Master's at New 

York University.  Beginning his career at Holy Cross, Brother Flavin 

was subsequently missioned at Cardinal Hayes, John Bapst, the 

Juniorate in Peabody, Xaverian in Brooklyn and finally for twenty-six 

years at St. John's Prep where he assisted Brother Augustus in the treas-

urer's office.  In his final illness, which necessitated his admittance to the 
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Atlantic Medical Center in Lynn, Brother Flavin was a living example of 

St. Paul's words, "I boast of my weaknesses for in them the power of 

Christ is revealed."  Brother Flavin had struggled with alcoholism for 

many years, a struggle which seemed to be defeating him until he found 

Alcoholics Anonymous.  The surrender to God which is so much a part 

of A.A.'s philosophy helped Flavin to prepare for the ultimate surrender 

in death.  In his notes on our infirm Brothers, Brother Guy wrote of 

Brother Flavin: 

 

It has been his "finest hour" since he got the news about inoperable can-

cer.  He wanted no extraordinary measures to prolong his life.  This has 

been the Flavin we never knew. 

 

A P R I L   2 0  

 

BROTHER LUKE  (Edward V. O'Connell) 

Born:  Johnstown, Pennsylvania, July 14, 1894 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, April 20, 1958 

 

Brother Luke entered in 1915 when he was twenty-one.  He passed al-

most forty-three years in the Congregation.  A taciturn sort of person by 

nature, he could be on occasion very friendly and hospitable.  He was 

unusual in his service of the sick, and he had the gift of making each one 

of them whom he assisted feel that he was doing Brother Luke a favor.  

In his field, mathematics, he was an excellent teacher.  He wanted re-

sults, and he got them. 

 

A P R I L   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCISCUS  (Francis Nulty) 

Born:  Hudson, Massachusetts, September 17, 1901 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 21, 1920 
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Although born in Hudson, which borders on Worcester County, Brother 

Franciscus graduated from St. Joseph's School in Somerville.  After one 

year at Boston College High, he entered the juniorate at Old Point Com-

fort.  In his third year there, he was stricken with influenza.  After a brief 

convalescence at home, during which time he kept up with his studies, 

he entered the novitiate and was invested with the habit, along with his 

classmates, on August 15, 1919.  From that time until the following 

March, he was in good health; then, he collapsed from what was diag-

nosed as a "flu-heart."  He made his profession on Easter Sunday, April 

4th.  Death came suddenly two weeks later while a hastily-summoned 

priest was administering the last rites. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 399. 

 

 

BROTHER JAN  (Michael Seglinsky) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 30, 1923 

Died:  The Bronx, New York, April 21, 1952 

 

Brother Jan was called to his eternal reward in his twenty-ninth year.  He 

died suddenly of a cerebral hemorrhage at our community house, 1027 

Grand Concourse, in the Bronx, a few blocks north of Cardinal Hayes 

High School where he was on the staff.  Although his teaching career 

covered but eight years, he left a deep impression on the boys by his sin-

cerity and devotedness. 

 

 

BROTHER CHARLES  (William Kellett) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, June 28, 1918 

Died:  London, England, April 21, 1983 

 

The future Brother Charles followed his elder brother Joseph (Brother 

Gabriel, August 24) into the Xaverian Brothers in 1932 as an aspirant.  

Upon completing the novitiate he was assigned to domestic duties.  He 

spent most of his religious life at Mayfield College taking care of the 

storeroom and the linen room.  He became an expert tailor and was par-
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ticularly skilled at making habits.  His interests were many and varied.  

He loved classical music and was an accomplished organist.  For anyone 

who wished to explore London or any part of England, he was a fasci-

nating guide.  When the Brothers withdrew from Mayfield, Brother 

Charles went to Strawberry Hill.  Visitors to that community remember 

him as a cordial and charming host, able and willing to render every ser-

vice.  Brother Charles became seriously ill in 1982 and he spent the final 

months of his life at St. Joseph's Hospice, London, where he died, a vic-

tim of cancer. 
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BROTHER LEO (Christopher Kevin Ryan) 

Born:  Cork, Ireland, December 3, 1920 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, April 21, 2007 

 

Born on the feast of St. Francis Xavier, young Christopher Ryan entered 

the English Province at the age of nineteen in 1939.  Like many brothers 

of his generation, he took his training at St. Mary’s College in Twicken-

ham.  His classroom assignments included St. Anne’s Preparatory 

School in Manchester and St. Edward the Confessor boarding school in 

Foxhunt Manor, Waldron, Sussex and Mayfield College.  The common, 

ordinary, unspectacular life of a school teacher and coach (soccer, rugby 

and cricket) was not without its moments of difficulty and trial for 

Brother Leo.   

 

Perhaps the greatest cross he had to bear was his resignation from teach-

ing when Mayfield College was given over to an outside group.  Submit-

ting humbly and calmly, he found a new strength and freedom in taking 

courses in adult counseling and beginning a new ministry in Twicken-

ham conducting parish prayer groups, counseling the depressed, and vis-

iting and consoling shut-ins and invalids.  All through his later years,  

amid illnesses of diabetes and congestive heart failure, he still quietly 

pursued his simple determination to minister God’s healing touch of 

love through word and deed.  When the number of retired Xaverian 

Brothers in England had dwindled to four in 2002, Brother Leo along 

with Brother Osmund moved to Ryken House in Louisvillle,  It was 

there that this “Israelite in whom there is no guile” passed away at the 

age of eighty-seven.  He had been a Xaverian Brother for sixty-eight 

years. 
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BROTHER JOZEF SCHAMP (Guido) 

Born:  March 16, 1928, Kortrijk,  Belgium  

Died:  April 21, 2015, Brugge, Belgiium 

 

Brother Jozef Schamp  entered the congregation as a postulant on  

March 8, 1944, and was received into the novitiate and invested with the 

holy habit on September 8 of that year.  He made his first profession of 

vows on August 30, 1946 and professed perpetual vows three years later 

in 1950.  After his initial formation, he  spent his whole life as a 

Xaverian ministering in Flanders, mostly in Knokke. He was exemplary 

in his sense of responsibility for his spiritual exercises, duties to the 

community and teaching. One of his great gifts was his integrity and 

ability to speak his mind.  

 

In life, Jozef was known among his brothers for his analytic mind, his 

creativity and for his friendship and hospitality.  He was especially gen-

erous with his time in driving visiting brothers to see the historical sites 

in northern Belgium and to places associated with the history of the 

Founder and the early brothers. As a pioneer in the production of an In-

ternet web page for the Belgian Province, he helped many brothers and 

friends with his knowledge of computers and technology.  

 

In death Brother Jozef’s last gift to us was his embracing in faith the suf-

fering he endured due to his infirmity. It was difficult for him,  who was 

always a rather independent man to let go of his physical strength, to 

abandon himself to God and to depend on his fellow Xaverian Brothers 

to take care of his physical needs. feeding him, bathing him and assisting 

him with other necessities.  

 

 

A P R I L   2 2 
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BROTHER DENIS  (Leopold Verminck) 

Born:  Lissewege, Belgium, December 27, 1855 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, April 22, 1935 

 

Brother Denis entered in March, 1874, and received the habit on De-

cember 3, 1875.  For years he taught at St. James' School in Ezelstraat.  

He loved to slip out to Sint Michiels on free afternoons, Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, so that he could work in the vegetable garden or on the farm.  

He taught in the city but fitted Goldsmith's description of the village 

schoolmaster.  His boys certainly learned the fundamentals in religion, 

grammar, and arithmetic.  In his last days--he died in his eightieth year--

he and Brother Sylvester (March 16) busied themselves at Torhout with 

their flowers, vegetables, rabbits, and chickens. 
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BROTHER CAJETAN  (Joseph Drolshagen) 

Born:  Obernedorff, Germany, September 8, 1827 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 23, 1857 

 

The year 1850, according to the experts, was the peak year in the world-

wide tuberculosis epidemic.  The death rate was 400 per hundred thou-

sand population.  In fifty years, without much being done to fight the 

disease, the death rate dropped fifty percent.  One of the victims in the 

1850's was Brother Cajetan, who entered on September 10, 1852, with 

four other candidates from the Rhineland, the Founder's favorite recruit-

ing ground.  He was twenty-five and a carpenter by trade.  He was with 

us a short time, less than five years.  Pronounced tubercular in January, 

1857, he lived a few months.  A contemporary wrote of him:  "He is vir-

tuous.  He edifies everybody." 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL OF THE CROSS  (Joseph Patrick Ford) 

Born:  Manchester, England, October 26, 1860 

Died:  Manchester, England, April 23, 1876 

 

When Joseph Patrick Ford entered the Congregation on June 26, 1874, 

he lacked four months of being fourteen years old.  His was a brief life.  

He received the habit on January 6, 1876, and died that April. 

 

 

BROTHER LEO  (Thomas Gallagher) 

Born:  Allentown, Pennsylvania, July 26, 1865 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 23, 1888 

 

Brother Leo entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's on June 22, 1885, 

when he was not quite twenty years of age.  He received the habit that 

August 15th.  His first Novice Master was Brother Joseph, who was also 
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the local Superior.  In the summer of 1887, Brother Cajetan arrived from 

Europe to become the first full-time Novice Master in the American 

Province.  It was he who prepared Brother Leo for profession.  This 

young man pronounced vows on March 20, 1888, a month before his 

death. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 203. 

 

 

BROTHER CHRYSOSTOM  (John Daly) 

Born:  Tipperary, Ireland, January 2, 1892 

Died:  Clapham, England, April 23, 1970 

 

John Daly joined us in 1912, a week after his twenty-second birthday, 

and received the habit on his twenty-fourth birthday.  As a novice he 

was called up for military duty in April, 1918, and was released in Janu-

ary, 1919.  In his fifty-seven years as a Xaverian he was sacristan, 

refectorian, or porter in practically all the English houses but chiefly at 

Brighton and Clapham.  He died in his seventy-ninth year of coronary 

thrombosis. 
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A P R I L   2 4 

 

 

BROTHER WILLIBRORD  (Peter Hoenselaar) 

Born:  Amsterdam, Holland, May 7, 1894 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, April 24, 1917 

 

Becoming an aspirant three days after his twelfth birthday, Brother 

Willibrord received the habit on September 8, 1910, when he was six-

teen.  He was professed at eighteen.  A student at Bruges, and a promi-

nent one, he had a keen intelligence.  He is still remembered as the tall 

boy with blond hair, blue eyes, and a perpetual smile.  Tuberculosis car-

ried him off during World War I, two weeks before his twenty-third 

birthday.  Humanly speaking, he was an unfulfilled promise. 

 

BROTHER IVO  (Arthur Delombaerde) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, December 15, 1912 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 24, 1947 

 

Born in Bruges of a Belgian father and a Javanese mother, a woman of 

unusual charm, Brother Ivo entered on February 2, 1929, in his seven-

teenth year.  From his mother he inherited a great love for art, music, 

beauty, and culture in general.  Great of mind and heart, he had to con-

tend with a frail body, but he worked to the end.  He was with us for 

eighteen years, dying in his thirty fifth, to the amazement of those who 

knew how frequently attacks of asthma wracked him. 

 

BROTHER AUBERT  (John J. Downey) 

Born:  South Boston, Massachusetts, March 3, 1892 

Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, April 24, 1980 

 

Brother Aubert was one of the "grand old men" of the St. Joseph Prov-

ince, and in his day one of the leading figures of the American Province 
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in both educational and administrative positions.  At one time or another 

he was Headmaster of Keith Academy, Lowell; St. John's Prep, Dan-

vers; Director of the Working Boys' Home, Newton Highlands; Provin-

cial Assistant; and acting-Provincial in 1937 when Brother Ambrose (Ju-

ly 8) was elected Superior General.  A Brother for over seventy years, he 

incarnated in his life that Xaverian esprit de corps which was so close to 

the heart of his friend and model, the late Brother Isidore Kuppel (Sep-

tember 5).  Receiving the habit in 1908 when Xaverians were just begin-

ning to appreciate the necessity of higher education, Brother Aubert de-

veloped a keen and scholarly mind, and as a teacher he inspired genera-

tions of students and Brothers with a love of learning.  However, it is 

with the formal study of the history of the Congregation that his name 

will be forever linked.  For seventy-seven years, from his entrance into 

the juniorate at St. John's Normal School in 1903, until his death at 

Malden Hospital at the age of eighty-eight, Brother Aubert researched, 

interpreted and recounted the history of the Xaverian Brothers.  His life 

of Ryken, MARCH ON, several Cyrenians, and the XAVERIAN ME-

NOLOGY which he initiated reflected his keen sense of history, his bril-

liant mind, his eloquent pen.  In his later years, as a teacher at the noviti-

ate at Newton Highlands, Brother Aubert strove to inculcate in the 

young a strong sense of the heritage that would be theirs as Xaverians.  

Teaching the novices was a labor of love for him as he inspired them 

with stories of "the valiant who had gone before them."  Among 

Xaverians, this quiet, scholarly gentleman, this valiant Xaverian Brother, 

will be forever honored.  The jubilee booklet commemorating the Broth-

ers' 125th anniversary in America was dedicated to his memory. 



275 

A P R I L   2 4 
 

BROTHER JOHN  BEARY  (Brother Servanus) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, January 3, 1912 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, April 24, 2001 

 

Entering the Congregation in 1931 from Holy Name School in Brooklyn 

and from the Juniorate, Brother John Beary, long known as Brother 

Servanus, died at the age of eighty-nine and in the 70
th

 year of his reli-

gious life as a Xaverian Brother.  One of the first Brothers to complete 

his college education at Catholic University, Brother John began his 

teaching career at Mission and made stops along the way at Saint X, 

Saint John’s Prep, Boys Catholic, Mount Saint Joseph, and Xaverian be-

fore finishing his teaching career at Saint X.  In every assignment he was 

loved and respected by both the brothers and the boys.  In his eleven 

years at Boys Catholic in Malden, he was revered for his gentle patience 

as a teacher.  He could make geometry and algebra intelligible to the 

slowest of the students.  After he retired from the classroom, he re-

mained in Louisville and did volunteer work with Meals on Wheels, 

with the Retired Senior Volunteer  Program and with Our Lady’s Rosary 

Club, which had been founded by Brother Sylvan (December 30).  

Brother John also gave many hours of service to the Saint Xavier Alum-

ni Association. 

 

When his memory and driving skills began to fail and when it was de-

termined that he should not be home alone when the other brothers in his 

community were at school, he moved peacefully to Ryken House. 

Brother John grew old gracefully and graciously, a perfect gentleman 

and a perfect religious to the day he died.  In his eulogy of Brother John, 

a man with whom he had lived in community for twenty-two years, 

Brother George Willenbrink commented,  “Brother John Beary was a 

plain and loyal man, a man of God, a considerate man, a man whose 

loyalty in turn inspired great loyalty, who used his talents and worked 

within his limitations.  Truly he was a good and faithful servant who has 

now entered into the joy of the Lord."                     
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BROTHER CLETUS  (Benedict J. Clark) 

Born:  West Louisville, Kentucky, February 19, 1884 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 25, 1963 

 

Brother Cletus was the younger brother of Brother Silverius (September 

29) and Brother Claudius (July 27).  He was the first to join, entering on 

March 29, 1904, a young man of twenty.  His first mission was at Cen-

tral Catholic High School in Wheeling, West Virginia.  After that he 

taught in many of our schools.  Some of these were St. John's Prep in 

Danvers, St. Xavier's in Louisville, St. Joseph's in Somerville, and 

Leonard Hall School in Leonardtown.  He observed his golden jubilee in 

1954.  Assigned to Mt. St. Joseph's in 1949, he remained there until his 

death in his eightieth year. 

 

 

 

A P R I L   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER PHILIP  (Philip Niessen) 

Born:  Aachen, Germany, August 21, 1828 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 26, 1866 

 

Brother Philip was thirty when he entered.  He was one of the thirteen 

who received the habit on December 3, 1859.  That Xavier Day the 

Founder saw more men wearing the habit than he had ever seen at one 

time--thirty-seven.  Brother Philip's career with us was short -- seven 

years. 

 

 

BROTHER ALOYSIUS  (Thomas Yates) 

Born:  Leitchfield, Kentucky, September 15, 1867 
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Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, April 26, 1895 

 

Brother Aloysius entered the Congregation at the age of twenty-three 

and died at twenty-eight.  For a short time he taught at St. Patrick's in 

Baltimore and then at St. Mary's in Lawrence, but his notably successful 

career was in East Boston, both at the Assumption and Fitton Schools, 

being assigned in charge of the latter in September, 1894.  Without be-

ing harsh or severe, he was a perfect disciplinarian who gained the es-

teem of the boys at the same time.  It was at this time that the American 

Protective Association was proving troublesome, and the parochial 

school was a target for attack in Boston and elsewhere.  It was necessary 

to keep the schools before the minds of the people, and drills, bands, and 

parades served the purpose well. Brother Aloysius was quite successful 

in work of this type.  In the late winter of 1894, he developed typhoid.  

When the disease had run its course, it left the victim weak and run-

down.  Pneumonia set in.  Removed to Carney Hospital in South Boston, 

Brother Aloysius died there.  He had been one of us for five years. 

MEN AND DEEDS pp 209-210 

 

BROTHER BASILIUS  (August Devisch) 

Born:  Jabbeke, Belgium, July 1, 1851 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, April 26, 1931 

 

Brother Basilius entered at Bruges in 1872 when he was twenty-one.  He 

was professed on August 24, 1875.  Assigned to domestic duties, he 

cooked at several places: with the pioneers at Houthulst, at Battersea or 

Manchester in England from 1884 to 1899; at Houthulst down to 1914; 

at Torhout in 1919; and subsequently Zedelgem and Sint Michiels.  In 

one of the old Registers, there is an entry about him in the handwriting 

of Brother Gerard Gielis (February 27) that describes Brother Basilius as 

an excellent cook.  He was a calm and friendly man who always 

hummed one or other song as he worked.  At recreation he was a great 

story-teller, mixing fact and legend.  He died in his eightieth year, two 

days before the fifty-eighth anniversary of his having received the habit. 
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A P R I L   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER STANISLAUS  (Leo P. Courchesne) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, November 15, 1887 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, April 27, 1957 

 

A tiny wight, but a very active one, Brother Stanislaus died in his seven-

tieth year after a full teaching career.  He had worn the habit since July 

11, 1904.  The pioneer who had carried that title since December 3, 

1843, had just died that February.  Between them, these two did honor to 

the name for 114 years.  Brother Stanislaus' younger brother was Brother 

Didymus (March 4). 

 

 

BROTHER ALFONS  (Alfons Van Steene)   

Born:  Ramscappele, West Flanders, Belgium, July 14, 1886 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, April 27, 1972 

 

Brother Alfons died in his eighty-sixth year of a bronchial attack.  He 

had survived several serious illnesses including the after-effects of poi-

son gas in World War I when he served as a stretcher-bearer.  After hav-

ing taught for forty-five years in the primary schools at St. James in 

Ezelstraat, the Institute, Houthulst, and Heist, he retired in 1957 to Sint- 

Michiels.  The Xaverian community and the villagers loved him; he was 

kind-hearted, full of humor and wit, and blessed with a winning smile. 

 

 

BROTHER NATHAN (James F. Scanlon) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, April 27, 1909 

Died:  Oradell, New Jersey, April 27, 1975 

 

Hospitalized only two weeks with a bleeding ulcer and what turned out 

to be multiple cancer, Brother Nathan died on his sixty-sixth birthday.  
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His reaction to word that only a few days remained was, "Well, let's say 

the prayers for the dying."  A graduate of St. Joseph's in Somerville, 

Massachusetts, and the juniorate in Peabody, with degrees from St. 

John's in Brooklyn and Catholic University, he had taught in Brooklyn, 

Baltimore, Worcester, Utica, and Montvale, and served as the Superior 

of the novitiate and as Principal and Superior of St. John's High School 

on Temple St. in Worcester and St. Teresa's in Brooklyn. 

 

 

A P R I L   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER LEONARD FRANCIS (John F. Hopkins) 

Born: November 26, 1897, Lawrence, Massachusetts 

Died: April 27, 1993, Mary Immaculate Nursing Center, Lawrence, 

Massachusetts 

 

The American Novitiate class of 1917 included a number of Brothers 

who had long lives with us, five of whom celebrated at least seventy 

years as Xaverian Brothers.  When Brother Leonard Francis died in 

1993, he was survived for a year by Brother Xaverius Klinkhammer 

(April 7).  The other jubilarians were Brother Quentin Murray (October 

21, 1988), Brother Michael Angelus Abernethy (June 18, 1989) and 

Brother Albertus Mahoney (November 9, 1990).   

 

Seventy-five years of service brought Brother Leonard Francis early in 

life to relatively short stays at St. John’s High of Worcester, Leonard 

Hall, St. Peter’s School in Richmond, and St. Paul’s in Portsmouth, Vir-

ginia.  He spent a total of twenty-five years at St. Xavier’s during two 

stays in Louisville (1924-1933, 1941-1957).  After a year of study at 

Catholic University to obtain his A. B. in 1934, Brother Leonard re-

ceived his first of two assignments to St. John’s Prep (1934-1938, 1963-

1988).  Although he served as principal and superior at Malden Catholic 

for a three-year term (1938-1941), most of his professional life was 

spent as librarian at either St. X or the Prep.  He had been awarded a 
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Bachelor’s degree in Library Science from Louisville’s Nazareth Col-

lege in 1951, the first man to receive a degree from this previously all-

women’s college.  A six-year assignment at Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx 

complete the official listing of his missions; hidden somewhere is a year 

during which he was assigned to teach English to our novices at Old 

Point Comfort, Virginia. 

 

After his part-time service at St. John’s Prep as campus mailman, Broth-

er Leonard Francis’ retirement years were quiet ones for him.  “Lenny” 

used to enjoy telling stories to the Brothers, including the reference to 

his Old Point assignment when Brother Urban Kelly (December 29) was 

Novice Master.  Once in residence at Xaverian House, he delighted in 

recounting the stories of a boy from Lawrence who took the train to the 

Beaver Brook Station to get to the nearby Prep.  Living in the Norman 

stone barn at that time were the school’s cows, whose heads out the 

windows were occasional targets for snowballs from young John Hop-

kins and the other boys passing by. 

 

Brother Leonard Francis’ increasing frailty and medical needs became 

more significant than the Xaverian House community could provide, and 

in 1988 he moved back to his beloved Lawrence and to the fine care of 

the staff at the Mary Immaculate Nursing Center.  He died there on April 

27, 1993 at the age of 96. 
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A P R I L   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER JUSTIN  (John Sanke) 

Born:  Niesen, Prussia, October 12, 1850 

Died:  Manchester, England, April 28, 1923 

 

Entering at Bruges on April 4, 1868, in his sixteenth year, Brother Justin 

was the cook at Mayfield, Clapham, or Manchester for most of his fifty-

five years in the community.  In his last two years, when he was at Man-

chester, he was so crippled by arthritis that he had to depend on a wheel-

chair for locomotion.  Still he managed to lend a hand with the prepara-

tion of the vegetables.  On the night that he died, he asked a visitor to 

join him in singing the "Salve Regina."  Then he asked for Brother 

Bernardine Barry (April 16). 

"Ah, Brother Superior, may I die?" 

"Of course, you may if God wants you." 

"Thank you, Brother." 

And that was all that was needed.  In two hours he took his place among 

Our Dead. 

 

 

A P R I L   2 8 

 

BROTHER MYLES P. McMANUS (Brother Constant) 

Born: January 16, 1928, Veazie, Maine 

Died: April 28, 1995, Xaverian House, Danvers, Massachusetts 

 

By his own admission, Myles McManus was a tough kid who grew up in 

the textile city of Bangor where he attended John Bapst High School for 

two years.  Attracted by the lifestyle and example of the Xaverian 

Brothers he met there, he transferred to the Juniorate for the last two 

years of high school and entered the Novitiate in February, 1946.  When 

he received the habit that August 15, he inherited a religious name for 
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twenty-two years from Brother Constant Dunleavy (January 28), and the 

nickname “Coach” for almost fifty.   

 

When Brother Myles was asked why he became a Brother, his answer 

was that he simply wanted to “help kids”.  He did this at Xaverian 

schools from Manhattan’s Our Lady of Good Counsel Annex to Cardi-

nal Hayes High School, to Holy Cross and St. Teresa’s in Brooklyn, and 

to the Working Boys’ Home in Newton Highlands.  From Archbishop 

Stepinac High School in White Plains, New York, he moved to St. Jo-

seph’s School in Oradell, New Jersey, then to his alma mater for one of 

the last years in which the Brothers staffed the school.  Myles also 

taught at Notre Dame High School in Utica and at Xavier in Mid-

dletown, but he gave his heart for twenty-five years to Malden Catholic 

High School, first at the parish school on Highland Avenue and later at 

the Crystal Street campus.  His final ministry at MC in the 1990s was 

that of freshman guidance counselor, once again “helping kids”. 

 

For many years, Brother Myles coached track in one or other of our 

schools.  He nurtured his trackmen both on and off the field, and he in-

stilled strong values in them.  A somewhat gruff exterior could not long 

disguise Coach’s winning personality, the soft heart that made it easy for 

students, lay colleagues and Brothers to love him.  Sports assemblies at 

which he was to speak almost always became affectionately chaotic; 

every time that Myles would attempt to speak, his loving fans would ap-

plaud and cheer for him. 

 

One of the greatest struggles in Coach’s life was confronting the disease 

of alcoholism, but he received the grace to remain sober for the last 

twelve years of his life.  Brother Myles was a man with simple pleasures 

and high among these was his genuine love for community and commu-

nity life.  He enjoyed his newspaper, an occasional debate with another 

Brother, a coffee ice cream frappe with Brother John O’Brien at Russo’s 

in Saugus and his favorite meal, breakfast. 

 



284 

Accepting his weakness with regard to alcohol helped prepare Brother 

Myles for the ill health that marked the last couple of years of his life.  

He heard the words of God originally spoken to St. Paul, “My grace is 

enough for you, for in weakness power reaches perfection.”  He was 

grateful for any help he received from the Brothers, from former stu-

dents and colleagues, from medical personnel at hospitals and nursing 

homes. For Brother Myles, the race was finished at Xaverian House in 

Danvers on April 28, 1995, after Brothers from the Prep and nearby 

communities had gathered to recite the prayers of the dying at his bed-

side.  His cousin, Bishop Edward O’Leary, retired bishop of Portland, 

Maine, was the chief celebrant at his funeral at St. Joseph’s Church in 

Malden on May 1. 
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A P R I L   2 9 

 

 

BROTHER EUGENE  (Alfred Page) 

Born:  Oldham, England, March 19, 1871 

Died:  Elm Grove, West Virginia, April 29, 1912 

 

As a boy of fifteen, Brother Eugene, then Alfred Page, along with his 

two sisters and a brother, became a convert from the Episcopal Church.  

Born in England, he entered the community from Lowell, Massachu-

setts, at the age of twenty-one, and he wore the Xaverian habit for twen-

ty years.  After his novitiate training in Baltimore, he was sent to St. Pat-

rick's School in that city.  This first mission found him with "the babies."  

He made a remarkable impression on these youngest of children for, as 

long as he lived, young men from Baltimore would make a point to 

come out to the Mount during the summer knowing that Brother Eugene 

was there.  After three years at St. Patrick's, he was sent to Louisville but 

remained only a few months; as valvular heart trouble became evident, 

he had to be moved.  Cautioned by the doctors not to run or become 

over-exerted, he nevertheless indulged in all summer sports, his heart 

beating so rapidly that its rising and falling could be seen through shirt 

and habit.  When assigned to Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1899, he be-

came drill master.  In 1908 he was appointed Superior of that communi-

ty.  Brother Eugene died in 1912 of dropsy.  He had been hospitalized 

for a time at the Sisters of St. Joseph Hospital in Wheeling, but he was 

taken to Elm Grove in response to his plea to be allowed to return to a 

Xaverian community.  He was buried at the Catholic Cemetery in Elm 

Grove.  In MEN AND DEEDS, Brother Julian addressed a farewell to 

this friend from novitiate days:  "Dear Brother Eugene--full of life, 

teeming with zeal, devoted to your calling, watch from above over those 

left behind to mourn your early going and who still profit from the ex-

ample you left." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 374. 
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BROTHER ETIENNE  (Stephen Lantos) 

Born:  Biksard, Pressburg, Czechoslovakia, July 18, 1893 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, April 29, 1929 

 

Brother Etienne entered the community from Hazelton, Pennsylvania 

when he was twenty.  Talented in several lines, he never acquired facili-

ty in expressing himself in American English.  He was the envy of all 

the city-bred weaklings in the novitiate as he shouldered his lawnmower 

and moved on to the next plot of grass.  He spent his religious life at Elm 

Grove, Old Point Comfort, and for the last ten years, at St. Mary's Indus-

trial School, where he had charge of the sweepers which meant incessant 

labor in supervising the boys and seeing that the work was done satisfac-

torily.  Brother Etienne died at Leonard Hall, where he had been sent for 

rest after a nervous breakdown.  Pleurisy, owing to kidney trouble, de-

veloped while he was there.  Though not considered dangerously ill, 

Brother Etienne was anointed because a priest was available, and be-

cause his Superior, Brother Ambrose (July 8), felt it was the right thing 

to do.  As Brother Ambrose was driving the priest back to the rectory, 

Brother Etienne calmly passed away.  His funeral was held in the Chapel 

at St. Mary's Industrial School; burial followed at the Brothers' plot in 

Bonnie Brae. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 497. 
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A P R I L   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER CLEMENT  (James Foley) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, March 19, 1888 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, April 30, 1952 

 

Clothed in the habit on December 31, 1903, when he was fifteen years of 

age and after he had attended St. Joseph's School in Somerville and put 

in some time as an aspirant at St. John's in Danvers, Brother Clement 

went off to the wars promptly as did everybody else in those primitive 

days.  For forty-nine years, he was just another GI, slogging along in the 

mud and carrying out his infinitesimal part in the Great Effort.  Except 

for the last week of his life which was spent in the hospital recuperating, 

so he thought, from a heavy cold, Brother Clement taught to the very 

end.  His death was due to carcinoma. 

 

 

BROTHER CORNELIUS  (Denis Sheahan) 

Born:  County Cork, Ireland, June 25, 1875 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, April 30, 1959 

 

Mild-mannered Brother Cornelius was always observant of the monastic 

silence.  His greeting was a nod and a smile.  He could be demonstrative, 

especially if he were involved in a game of cards in which his side was 

losing because of his partner's error of judgment.  Of his sixty-one years 

with us, he spent forty-one at St. Mary's Industrial School where he 

cooked for a long time.  He also served at St. James' Home in Baltimore 

and St. Lawrence Home in Louisville.  When he died at St. John's Pre-

paratory School in Danvers, he had lived under the first ten Provincials 

of the American Province.  Entering in his twenty-third year, three years 

after he emigrated from Ireland to Lawrence, Massachusetts, he died in 

his eighty-fourth.  On the Province Register he is #461.  At the time of 

his death, that number had risen to #1974. 
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M A Y   1 

 

 

BROTHER XAVIER  (Joseph Vandenweghe) 

Born:  Gullegem, West Flanders, Belgium, March 2, 1890 

Died:  Kasenga, The Belgian Congo, May 1, 1959 

 

In 1933 Brother Xavier was Superior at Zedelgem when he was assigned 

to the Congo.  With Brother Julien he founded the mission at Kasenga, 

150 miles back in the bush from Jadotville.  Their first home was a mud 

hut with thatched roof.  Learning as they went along, these two baked 

bricks, did construction, learned the language and customs, taught the 

natives to assist them in their projects, and conducted a primary school.  

In 1939 Brother Xavier became Provincial of the Belgian Province.  

These were World War II days.  He returned to the Congo in 1947 and 

spent twelve more years there.  The suddenness of his death was shock-

ing.  He was found fully-clothed and stretched across his bed, and on the 

floor was a book, ALONE WITH GOD, that had slipped from his life-

less hand.  He was in his seventieth year and his fifty-second in the Con-

gregation.  Brother Xavier was the nephew of Brother Theofiel (March 

9) and the brother of Brother Michel (February 7) and half-brother to 

Brother Kamiel (November 13). 
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M A Y   1 

 

BROTHER WILLIAM REIGEL (Benedictus) 

Born:  August 3, 1930, Louisville, Kentucky 

Died:  May 1, 2015, Louisille, Kentucky 

 

Bill Reigel, a native of Louisville and a 1948 graduate of Saint Xavier's, 

entered the congregation on September 19, 1948 and was given the reli-

gious name Benedictus. Throughout his life he demonstrated the mean-

ing of his religious name, blessed. Bill was indeed blessed and a blessing 

for many.  This blessedness revealed itself in many ways:  his enjoyment 

of life, his simple life style, his integration of prayer and ministry, his 

dedication to Catholic education, his working for justice especially for 

rights of women and the poor.  

 

Bill's active ministry encompassed teaching on all three levels of Catho-

lic education. He taught at Leonard Hall Junior Naval Academy in 

Leonardtown, Maryland and was Principal of Holy Cross Elementary 

School in Brooklyn. On the secondary level, Bill taught math and 

worked youth retreats at Good Counsel, Wheaton, Maryland and at 

Xaverian High School, Brooklyn.  

 

Bill was a life-long learner who knew when it was time to re-invent him-

self. Complementing his studies at Catholic University, Bill pursued 

studies at Fordham and received his Masters in Counseling from Brook-

lyn College and post graduate studies and certification as a counselor 

from the University of Louisville. For eighteen years, Bill taught part 

time as an adjunct professor in the Counseling Psychology Department 

at Spalding University, Louisville while also coordinating counseling 

services for the elementary schools in the Archdiocese of Louisville.  

 

Bill simply enjoyed all that he did. His positive attitude, graciousness 

and generous use of his talents and his ability to listen were true bless-

ings to many young people and parents. A man committed to simplicity, 
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Bill enjoyed the quiet contemplative moments of fishing at a local lake. 

He loved gardening and shared his produce with many. 

 

Bill was a man of prayer. He made conscious efforts to integrate his 

prayer and ministry. Long before we formalized the Xaverian Associate 

Program, Bill was sharing both prayer and service with a group of lay 

women and men who met weekly with him. Like himself, many were al-

so parishioners at Saint William's Church, known in the Archdiocese of 

Louisville as Peace and Justice parish. The members of this prayer group 

enriched each other's lives as they deepened their desire to do as Christ 

did--to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and shelter the homeless. 

 

Bill graciously adjusted to retirement. His life was as full in retirement 

as it ever was. In addition to his active participation at Saint William's, 

Bill was a volunteer with Project Women which provided temporary 

housing and support services for abused women. He was also a long 

term volunteer at Sister Visitors Program sponsored by the Sisters of 

Charity.  With his classmate, Brother Julius Mahoney (June 1) he 

worked on construction of housing for the poor with Habitat for Human-

ity and also helped ex-offenders to adjust after coming out of jail. 

 

Bill was slowly taken by effects of Alzheimer's. In the beginning of his 

journey with this disease, Bill graciously accepted it. At times he would 

even make a joke about it.  Eventually it overwhelmed him and it be-

came his Calvary. 
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M A Y   2 

 

 

BROTHER VINCENT  (Lawrence Terhoeven) 

Born:  Rotterdam, Holland, July 12, 1827 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, May 2, 1899 

 

Worrying over the prospect of a sudden death, the Founder had made his 

will in 1858.  In it he named Brother Vincent as his sole legatee.  Since 

everything was held in the Founder's name, Brother Vincent would have 

been his heir as well as his successor.  Elected Superior General in 1860 

when he was only thirty-three, he remained in office until his death thir-

ty-nine years later, although a Vicar, Brother John Chrysostom (Febru-

ary 12), took over after the Extra-Ordinary Chapter in 1895. 

 

 

BROTHER MARON  (Francis G. Higdon) 

Born:  St. Lawrence, Kentucky, August 22, 1923 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 2, 1984 

 

Brother Maron, who was related to the late Brothers Justin (May 21) and 

Christian (March 2) Higdon, entered the Congregation in 1946 at the age 

of twenty-two.  After his preliminary religious training, he studied at 

Catholic University where he received his AB degree in 1951 and an 

MA degree in Library Science in 1959.  His first assignment was at 

Flaget High School from 1951 to 1957.  Three years at Keith Academy 

in Lowell followed.  Brother Maron also served as an instructor of Eng-

lish and as librarian at St. Xavier's in Louisville and at Good Counsel 

High School in Wheaton, Maryland.  From 1974 to 1982, he was an as-

sistant librarian at the Washington Theological Union.  After recuperat-

ing from open heart surgery, he was named Superior of Ryken House, 

the Brothers' retirement home in Louisville.  He remained active in the 

Cursillo Movement in Washington and Louisville, and he was a member 

of the Senate of Religious for the Louisville Archdiocese.  At the time of 

his death from coronary heart disease, Brother Maron was sixty years of 
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age and had been one of us for thirty-eight years. 

 

M A Y   3 

 

 

BROTHER INNOCENT  (Albert Verstraete) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, April 1, 1910 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 3, 1971 

 

Brother Innocent was born on Ezelstraat, went to St. James Parish 

School on this street, and after having been Superior at Knokke and 

Houthulst, he took charge of St. James in 1950 and remained in charge 

until 1965 when the Xaverians withdrew.  Then he taught at the Institute 

for the next five years, completing forty years in the classroom.  He was 

unwell for only a few days, but it was discovered at St. Joseph's Hospital 

that he had had a heart attack.  He died on the day of the Precious Blood 

Procession. 
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M A Y   3 

 

 

BROTHER ROBERT BOUSQUET (Brother Aquin) 

Born:  Medford, Massachusetts, December 7, 1930 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 3, 2007 

 

Born in Medford, Massachusetts, the oldest of five children, Robert at-

tended Malden Catholic for one year before entering the Saint Joseph 

Juniorate on Oak Hill in Peabody to finish his high school education.  

Entering the novitiate in 1948, he received the holy habit on the feast of 

the Assumption that year and took the name Aquin.  After completing a 

bachelor’s degree in French at the Catholic University, he began his 

teaching career at Mount Saint Joseph high school in Baltimore.  Al-

ready an accomplished musician who could play every instrument, he 

was occasionally dressed in a student uniform by Brother Simon and 

placed in the school orchestra to lend a musical hand.   

 

From 1958 until 1962, Brother Robert was stationed at Saint John’s Pre-

paratory School in Danvers where he taught French and moderated the 

school choir, the glee club and the orchestra.  He would later tell his stu-

dents at Xaverian College that he became fluent in French by describing 

to himself in French the beautiful prep campus as he walked from build-

ing to building.  During these years he also obtained a masters degree in 

music from the Catholic University.  The years 1962 to 1969 found him 

at Xaverian College, teaching the scholastics and studying for a doctoral 

degree in linguistics at Georgetown University which he received in 

1970. 

 

After the closing of Xaverian College, he joined the community of 

Malden Catholic where he taught French for a year or two and became a 

member of the faculty of what would become Lowell University where 

he taught all levels of French and organized several instrumental and 

chamber music groups.  During this time, he was Community Director at 

Malden and began to exhibit the first signs of Parkinson’s disease which 
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would eventually ravage his body but not his spirit or his enthusiasm for 

life.  At Malden he showed his life-long love of gardening by beautify-

ing the Brothers’ courtyard with a variety of flowers for all seasons and 

nurturing the berry bushes and fruit trees there.   

 

In the early 1990’s he moved to Danvers spending a short time at Xavier 

Center and later at Xaverian House where he served as Community Di-

rector while continuing his work in Lowell.  In 2000 he transferred to 

Ryken House and eventually to Nazareth Home in Louisville where, de-

spite his eventual complete paralysis, he continued to edify the staff, his 

fellow patients and his Xaverian confreres with his cheerful acceptance 

of his disability.  During his illness, he would be occasionally hospital-

ized at the Audubon Hospital next to Saint X.  During these times, the 

Louisville Brothers would go in shifts to feed him because the nurses in 

the hospital did not have time and he was completely paralyzed.  He 

never showed the least embarrassment at this situation, but humbly and 

joyfully accepted the help offered by his Brothers.  The Brothers, whose 

privilege it was to help him, recognized in Bob the deeply religious man 

he was. 

 

At the time of his death, Brother Robert was seventy-six years of age 

and had been a member of the Congregation for fifty-nine years. 
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M A Y   5 

 

BROTHER JACOBUS  (James Beets) 

Born:  Antwerp, Belgium, March 17, 1898 

Died:  Beernam, West Flanders, Belgium, May 5, 1974 

 

With the exception of the three years spent at Sint Michiels, Brother 

Jacobus was a fixture at the Institute in Bruges for fifty-three years.  He 

was available for anything at that time.  Artistically endowed, he made a 

hobby in his later years of still-life paintings, usually copied.  A skilled 

penman, he was responsible for sending out the weekly report cards for 

the 700 to l,000 pupils at the Institute.  Brother Jacobus died in his sev-

enty-seventh year at the Reigerlo, a "clinic" in Beernam. 

 

 

BROTHER HERMAN (Willy De Graeve) 

Born: Oostkamp, Belgium, November 18, 1925 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, May 5, 1996 

 

While born outside the city of Bruges in the small village of Oostkamp, 

Willy De Graeve’s family moved to the city while he was still very 

young.  This gave him the opportunity of attending the secondary sec-

tion of the Institute.  Before he had finished this phase of his education, 

however, he was accepted as a Xaverian novice on September 8, 1943 

— at a time when Belgium was still occupied by the Germans in World 

War II. 

 

As a novice he chose the religious name Brother Herman after Blessed 

Joseph, a twelfth century  German mystic who was known for his devo-

tion to the Blessed Virgin.  Brother Herman’s devotion to Mary was 

demonstrated not only by choosing to keep his religious name when oth-

er brothers were reverting to their baptismal names, but also in the many 

pilgrimages to local shrines of Our Lady and to Lourdes.  Even when he 

was terminally ill, he continued to dream of one more trip to Lourdes. 
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Brother Herman never completed his secondary studies.  Nevertheless 

he was accepted for profession with the understanding that he would 

share in the congregation’s apostolate through household duties and oth-

er services in the boarding schools in Bruges and Heist.  From his pro-

fession in 1945 until the summer of 1971 he served in this capacity dedi-

cated to his work with a happy smile on his face and a joke on his lips. 

 

In 1971 he was was assigned as cook in the Sint-Michiels Landuis 

community for retired brothers.  Here he learned this new job with ad-

vice from an older brother and by doing and reading.  Two months be-

fore he died, suffering from cancer, he reluctantly agreed to take a nec-

essary rest.  Finally he was transferred to the palliative car unit at St. 

Johns Hospital in Bruges.  There he died peacefully in his sleep, sur-

rounded by a few relatives and confrères on Sunday morning, May 5, 

1996. 
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M A Y   6 

 

 

BROTHER VINCENT  (William O'Keefe) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, April 5, 1860 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 6, 1911 

 

Entering at the age of twenty, Brother Vincent spent thirty years in the 

Congregation.  His first years were spent at the Institute in Louisville 

and at St. Patrick's in Lowell.  In 1892 he was the pioneer Superior at St. 

Paul's Academy in Portsmouth, Virginia, a sleepy little Southern town.  

After thirteen years in that post, he moved across Hampton Roads to Old 

Point and took charge of the boarding and day schools recently estab-

lished by the late Brother Provincial Alexius (February 24).  A lingering 

illness caused his removal from office in 1909, and he was retired to the 

Mount where he died two years later at the age of fifty one. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 370-371. 

 

 

BROTHER RAPHAEL  (James Hoelters) 

Born:  Crefeld, Germany, September 9, 1839 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 6, 1918 

 

Like Brother Stephen in the American Province, Brother Raphael never 

weighed a hundred pounds.  He received the habit on Xavier Day in 

1863, one of those whom the Founder in retirement had prepared for the 

occasion.  At the turn of the century, when the Brothers in the province 

began to attend the normal school at Torhout, he was named the first 

Superior of what was later known as the Sacred Heart Novitiate.  In 

1914, when he returned to Bruges from Sluis, the German occupation 

forces were in possession of the Institute, and the Brothers were quar-

tered in the de Crombrugghe home on New Street.  Here Brother Rapha-

el died in 1918. 
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BROTHER GABRIEL  (Hector Van Dromme) 

Born:  Krombeke, Belgium, October 10, 1882 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 6, 1957 

 

When the dynamic Brother Gabriel landed in Jadotville in September, 

1931, as Superior of the pioneering Belgian Brothers who were to open 

Sacred Heart Institute, he was within a few weeks of his forty-ninth 

birthday.  Devastatingly full of ideas in the homeland as he had been in 

his efforts to improve the socio-economic conditions for the people of 

Houthulst, he was breathtaking in the Congo.  During the depression, 

when the authorities wanted to send the Brothers home, he came up with 

a different solution -- send the Brothers out to Kasenga to build a school 

for the natives.  He was happiest when he raced his bicycle across the 

countryside, greeting the villagers, returning their salutes, and all the 

while smoking his pipe while the saliva drooled unnoticed from the cor-

ner of his mouth. 

 

 

M A Y   6 

 

 

BROTHER IGNACE  (Aloysius Maertens) 

Born:  Langemark, Belgium, February 20, 1874 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 6, 1958 

 

Entering at fifteen, Brother Ignace was sent to teach almost immediately.  

He received the habit two years later.  In a country where a command of 

several languages goes unnoticed, Brother Ignace was conspicuous, hav-

ing a working knowledge of Dutch, French, English, German, Italian, 

and Spanish.  He was Superior at Bruges from 1928 to 1931, and subse-

quently at Heist and Torhout.  He died in his eighty-fifth year, a smile on 

his old but happy face. 

 

 

BROTHER ROMUALD (Henry Andrew Stuedle) 
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Born: Oldham County, Kentucky, February 25, 1928 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 6, 1998 

 

Rom, from the minute he left his family’s farm in Buetchel outside of 

Louisville after his sophomore year at St. Xavier for the juniorate in 

Peabody in the fall of 1944, until he died at Ryken House in Louisville 

fifty two-years later,  never turned back.  He lived his profession as a re-

ligious and as an educator to the full,  never wavering. Rom possessed a 

keen mind and he used his mind as a top student at CUA and in his 

graduate studies. He put his education to good use as a superb teacher of 

math and science taking considerable pride in his students who achieved 

well in the AP exams and in their college careers. He spent his summers 

in recent years, maintaining the grounds at St.Mary's- Ryken, maintain-

ing three small farms or gardens, raising goats and preparing for his 

coming classes.  Every problem in every text for four courses was 

worked out and put on a computer for his students. His students deeply 

revered him as a dedicated religious teacher and as a person who cared 

for them. Rom agreed to have a 50th jubilee celebration in his honor on-

ly if the affair raised money for his science laboratory. In spite of a crip-

pling snow storm,  many people turned out to honor Rom. 

 

Rom was extremely close to his family. While the family still had the 

farm, he would  spend his vacation helping his father with the harvest. 

Later in life his trip home was quick and hectic with one day with his 

mom, one day for golf with his brothers, and one day for a family picnic 

and then back to his beloved Leonardtown. He always arranged for an-

other brother to go with him using the other brother's car since his car 

would never make the trip. 

 

Rom had a wry, keen sense of humor even when he was a kid on the 

farm playing tricks on his brothers. He knew how to poke fun, in a sub-

tle way, especially when he detected any pretensions. He worked hard 

and long but always enjoyed a good story and some fun. He was an ath-

lete playing football and basketball at the juniorate and XC, playing and 

coaching soccer at Ryken, and enjoying golf with his brothers. 
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Rom was a staunchly loyal Brother, interested in the welfare of his con-

gregation, proud to wear the habit, living his vows and dedicated to his 

teaching. Stricken with cancer, Rom fought to stay alive and made a 

short come back returning to classes for almost another year before can-

cer caught up with him. He died in the arms of his blood brothers and 

with his brothers in religion with him.  He continues to be revered by his 

many students, the people of Leonardtown, and those who knew him as 

model of the Brother totally given to his God and to those he served. 

  



301 

M A Y   8 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD  (Joseph Deim) 

Born:  Sleckhaus, Germany, November 22, 1833 

Died:  Hammersmith, England, May 8, 1884 

 

Arriving in Bruges in 1857, Brother Edward had to wait for the habit un-

til December 3, 1859.  For some reason the Founder held up everyone.  

Brother Edward was assigned to Hammersmith, probably with the first 

group, in 1861 when Brother Vincent, second Superior General, dis-

persed the big community in Bruges so that he could dispose of "Het 

Walletje" and its big debt.  In 1884 Brother Edward died at St. Mary's 

Training School where he had been assigned to domestic work.  He was 

buried at Kensal Green. 

 

 

BROTHER ALPHONSE  (Peter Catteau) 

Born:  Werwicq, Belgium, June 24, 1856 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 8, 1914 

 

Brother Alphonse was one more from that distinguished group that came 

to us from our school at Werwicq.  He and his brother, Brother Joseph, 

whose anniversary occurs on December 18th, entered on June 2, 1873.  

They went on together to receive the habit and pronounce vows.  Until a 

few years before his death in 1914, Brother Alphonse taught at Bruges. 

 

 

BROTHER VIRGIL  (Leo Roberts) 

Born:  Athertonville, Kentucky, March 3, 1880 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 8, 1944 

 

Brother Virgil suffered a heart attack while supervising a class in typing 

at St. Xavier's in Louisville.  Fortified by the last rites, he was dead 

within an hour at St. Joseph's Infirmary.  He was in his forty-seventh 
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year in the community.  His million dollar smile and his obliging dispo-

sition made him a favorite with Brothers and boys.  With his passing the 

American Province lost its #1 organizer of card games.  With only ten 

minutes available, he'd say, "Let's play cards."  That was before TV. 

 

 

 

M A Y   8 

 

 

BROTHER ETHELBERT  (John D. Roche) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 15, 1860 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 8, 1945 

 

In spite of his having commenced his novitiate when he was already 

thirty-six and of his having been on the sicklist, more or less, for thirty-

two years, "Johnny Ethelbert" came within months of being a golden 

jubilarian.  The community at Mt. St. Joseph's loved him -- he was good 

for a devastating quip or a bit of homespun repartee. 

 

 

BROTHER LOYOLA  (John G. Roder) 

Born:  Dover, New Jersey, August 16, 1880 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 8, 1958 

 

Brother Loyola, one of the first candidates accepted by Brother Isidore 

who became third Provincial in the United States on November 1, 1907, 

arrived at Mt. St. Joseph's on January 14, 1908.  He started his teaching 

days at St. Mary's Male Academy in Norfolk, and for the next quarter of 

a century he was assigned to missions that are now just names in our his-

tory:  Old Point Comfort, Newport News, Portsmouth, Richmond, Alex-

andria -- all in the Diocese of Richmond, governed then by Belgian-born 

Bishop Van de Vyver, our good friend.  Brother Loyola also served at 

some of the homes we staffed in those days, such as St. Mary's Industrial 

School, St. James Home, St. Lawrence in Louisville, St. Joseph's Home 
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in Detroit, and the Protectory in Paradise, Pennsylvania.  His last twen-

ty-five years were spent between St. Mary's Industrial School and Mt. 

St. Joseph's.  Brother Loyola lived to celebrate his golden jubilee. 

 

M A Y   9 

 

 

BROTHER PHILIBERT  (James Fallon) 

Born:  Fitchburg, Massachusetts, May 13, 1893 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 9, 1918 

 

Brother Philibert came to us when he was nineteen with the oddest of 

preparations for our kind of work -- he was a licensed embalmer.  After 

pronouncing perpetual vows on July 4, 1914, he was assigned to New-

port News and then later to St. Patrick's in Baltimore where failing 

health obliged him to give up his teaching apostolate.  Suffering from 

tuberculosis, he died rather suddenly on Ascension Thursday, 1918, four 

days before his twenty-fifth birthday.  A few days before he died, men-

ingitis manifested itself and thus hastened the end.  In great pain and 

discomfiture, he suffered patiently, mercifully losing consciousness for a 

full day before his death.  His father, a Fitchburg undertaker who was 

not pleased with the way his son was laid out, pleaded and succeeded in 

having the body transferred to Fitchburg for burial in the family plot.  

Years later after the death of Mr. Fallon and at the request of Brother 

Philibert's sisters, Brother John Driscoll (May 29) negotiated the transfer 

of the remains to the Brothers' cemetery in Danvers.   The six Brothers 

who met the hearse from Fitchburg were hardly needed; Brother 

Philibert's remains fit into a container the size of a shoebox. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 393-394. 

Letter from Brother Philip Neri. 

 

 

BROTHER ERNEST  (Ernest J. Mitchell) 

Born:  Stukely, Province of Quebec, Canada, May 15, 1885 

Died:  Brookline, Massachusetts, May 9, 1966 
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Having entered St. John's Normal College, Danvers, in 1897, as a 

twelve-year old aspirant from St. Patrick's Parochial School in Lowell, 

Ernest Mitchell became Brother Ernest on September 8, 1900.  Receiv-

ing the habit with him at St. John's were Brother Aloysius Walsh (June 

9), Brother Dunstan Kelly (June 18), and Brother Cosmas Dailey (No-

vember 17).  Brother Ernest's active career, beginning in 1902 at Old 

Point Comfort, spanned more than half a century.  In his earlier years, he 

taught mostly in grade schools in various parts of the Province, but from 

1916, when he was sent to St. John's Prep for a six-year stay, his as-

signments were all on the secondary level and included eight years at 

Assumption Academy in Utica, nine years at Mt. St. Joseph's where he 

was a successful track coach, seven years in Roxbury, as well as shorter 

stays at Bangor, the Prep again, and the Juniorate.  In 1951 he returned 

to the school in Danvers where it had all begun for him fifty-four years 

earlier, and in due course he retired from teaching.  Brother Ernest's pu-

pils remember him as a kindly and understanding teacher.  After a long 

illness which left him a mere shell of his former strapping self, but 

which he bore calmly and uncomplainingly, he died at St. John of God 

Hospital a few days before his eighty-first birthday. 

M A Y   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARD  (Richard Gregson) 

Born:  Bolton, Lancashire, England, March 23, 1860 

Died:  Brighton, England, May 10, 1928 

 

Brother Bernard, a pupil at our school in Preston, entered in 1873 when 

he was thirteen and received the habit on January 6, 1876.  Assigned to 

Bruges in 1880, he was professed there the following year.  Called 

home, he taught in England from 1882 to 1886 before once again being 

sent to Bruges.  He remained there for twenty-eight years, down to 

World War I, when he became Superior at Mayfield.  In its heyday the 

English section at Bruges had 160 boys.  It was an examination center 

for Oxford.  Five Brothers from the English Province assisted Brother 
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Bernard.  In 1919 at the close of hostilities, he was elected Superior 

General and re-elected in 1925.  Stricken while visiting in England, he 

died at Xaverian College, Brighton, of cancer of the stomach. 

 

 

BROTHER BENJAMIN  (David R. Burke) 

Born:  Richmond, Virginia, September 6, 1875 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 10, 1955 

 

Brother Benjamin died in his eightieth year after sixty-two years of ser-

vice in the Congregation.  He was a Xaverian of national prominence.  

In 1907, when he was thirty-two, he burst on the scene as the founder of 

St. John's Preparatory School in Danvers, Massachusetts.  Unintentional-

ly, perhaps, he threw the American Province into a dither.  In contrast to 

what St. John's was offering, the traditional courses as embalmed at Mt. 

St. Joseph's and St. Xavier's soon looked ridiculous.  And so did their fa-

cilities for recreation and their sports programs.  After ten years at the 

Prep, Brother Benjamin was appointed Principal of St. Xavier's in Lou-

isville and served two six-year terms, from 1917 to 1923 and 1931 to 

1937.  From 1925 to 1931 he had been Superintendent of St. Mary's In-

dustrial School.  He was a member of the Province Council from 1938 to 

1944 and also held the posts of Supervisor of Schools, Provincial Treas-

urer, and Vocation Director.  From 1944 to 1947 he was Principal of St. 

Joseph's School in Somerville, his last position of authority.  He was 

seventy-three when his term ended at Somerville.  For many years 

Brother Benjamin also represented the Xaverian Brothers in the National 

Catholic Educational Association, in which body he was honored with 

various offices.  Short and paunchy, he was frequently seen with his 

right hand thrust into the front of his habit.  Schoolboys dubbed him 

"The Little Corporal."  In his eightieth year, shortly before he died, he 

was lamenting that no one consulted him anymore. 

M A Y   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER MAURICE  (James Daly) 
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Born:  Elphin, County Roscommon, Ireland, February 10, 1851 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 11, 1904 

 

At the age of thirty-four, Brother Maurice entered the Congregation 

from Richmond, Virginia.  As a teacher in our schools at Lowell and 

Baltimore, he endeared himself to all.  When he passed away in 1904, he 

had been with us for nineteen years.  For years he had suffered from hay 

fever.  This finally weakened his heart, and he died at Mt. St. Joseph's, a 

model of patience and resignation to God's holy will in his intense suf-

fering. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 293. 

M A Y   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER ETIENNE  (Jan Crombez) 

Born:  Lichtervelde, West Flanders, Belgium, August 22, 1883 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 12, 1945 

 

Brother Etienne was among the first of ours to follow the course of stud-

ies at the normal school in Torhout.  He received his diploma on August 

1, 1903.  He taught at Bruges, Heist, and at Houthulst where he was Su-

perior from 1929 to 1935.  A kindly, saintly man, he was an inspiration 

for the young teachers, especially in his fidelity to the preparation of his 

school-work.  In 1944 what proved to be his fatal illness compelled him 

to give up teaching.  He died at Bruges, but as a member of the commu-

nity at Houthulst, he was buried there along with Brothers Augustine 

(1890), Isidore (1898), Achille (1899), Celestine (1909) and Cajetan 

(1911).  At the funeral of Brother Etienne, the local band, playing the 

funeral march, led the Brothers, the old boys, the school boys, and the 

townspeople from our convent to the church and from the church to the 

churchyard. 

 

 

BROTHER GERY  (Hugh Bernard Rooney) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, January 15, 1930 
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Died:  Takoma Park, Maryland, May 12, 1989 

 

Brother Gery entered the novitiate on February 14, 1948, from the 

Juniorate in Peabody.  He was a gentle and kind man, ever-loving, sup-

portive, and encouraging of others.  During his forty-one years of self-

less giving as a Xaverian, Brother Gery taught in Bardstown and 

Wheaton, acted as Aspirant Master and Superior of the community at 

Ryken High School in Leonardtown, and served for eight years as Per-

sonnel Director for the American Central Province.  When he was al-

most fifty-five, he asked to begin working directly with the poor.  Much 

prayer and consideration led Brother Gery to go to Carmen Pampa, Bo-

livia, in February of 1986, after some months of preparation studying 

Spanish in El Paso, Texas.  By February of 1989, the effects of cancer 

caused Brother Gery to leave Carmen Pampa permanently.  His last 

months in the hospital were very painful, but as he told one of his visi-

tors, "I know that God loves me.  That's a very sustaining thought.  I 

think about that a lot...God loves me, and I love the Brothers."  Brother 

Gery was fifty-nine when he died at Adventist Hospital.  He was buried 

in Bonnie Brae Cemetery in Baltimore. 
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BROTHER PAUL [OF THE CROSS] GROOM ( Joseph Francis 

Groom) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, January 5, 1915 

Died: Beverly, Massachusetts, May 12, 2006  

 

If it is true that there is a special place in heaven for those who make 

community life livable for others, then Paul Groom certainly is enjoying 

a double crown.  As Brother Cornelius Hubbuch commented on Paul’s 

years at Ryken High School, “He was a joy to live with.”  There would 

certainly be no dissent from Brothers who had the privilege of living 

with Paul over the seventy years of his religious life as a Xaverian.   

 

Born in Brooklyn and educated at Holy Name, Joseph Francis Groom 

left Brooklyn on his graduation from the eighth grade to travel to Saint 

Joseph Juniorate on Oak Hill in Peabody, a place which would hold very 

warm memories for him until the day he died.  Entering the Novitiate at 

Old Point on January 6, 1936, as was the custom for aspirants in those 

days, he received the Holy Habit and the name Paul of the Cross on the 

Feast of the Assumption in 1936.  After his graduation from The Catho-

lic University, he began his teaching career at Keith Academy where he 

quickly established himself as a superb teacher, one whom boys remem-

ber long after they become men.  As a tribute to his influence as a teach-

er, there were at least three of his “Keith boys” at his funeral sixty-five 

years after he had begun teaching there.   

 

After eight years at Keith, Paul spent seven years at Cardinal Hayes, six 

of those as Superior of the community.  In 1956 he became the vocation 

director for the American Province.  The large Novitiate classes of those 

days were, in part, a testimony to his zeal. 

 

In 1963 Paul became a missionary to Bolivia, serving both at Carmen 

Pampa and in the Alto at San Jose where, once again, he had a profound 

impact on his students.  They, in turn, had a profound impact on him as 
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he himself commented on those years, “I grew to love the simple Indian 

people with whom I worked and lived.”  Not only did Paul teach in our 

schools in Bolivia but he conducted Bible study classes in the homes of 

the Indian natives in the evening.  Since he was never good with names, 

American boys were always “Coach” and Bolivian boys “Pavito” or Lit-

tle Turkey. 

 

Returning to the United States in 1973 because of ill health, he worked 

at the New School in Brooklyn, New York, before being invited to 

Ryken High School in 1973.  Concluding a teaching career of forty years 

in 1981, Paul remained in Leonardtown and became involved in the 

hospice program.  In the thirty years which he spent in Saint Mary’s 

County in Southern Maryland, he grew to love the people and the county 

very much.  They returned the compliment.  

 

Paul was a self-described “ladies’ man” who reveled in the company of 

women and who thoroughly enjoyed his summers at Adrian.  As his 

friend Brother Peter Fitzpatrick commented on Paul and the Adrian Pro-

gram, “It rejuvenated Paul, expanded his heart and mind, broadened his 

viewpoint and outlook, and energized him for a deeper commitment to 

his vocation to minister God’s healing touch of love to all he would meet 

in his journey of life.”   

 

Paul spent the last twenty-two months of his life at Xaverian House in 

Danvers, wondering why he hadn’t come there sooner.  Even in old age 

and infirmity, he was still a joy to live with, and the Director of 

Xaverian House, Brother Thomas Ryan, commented at Paul’s funeral, 

“Paul was a man of many diverse apostolic works and living situations 

as well as a man of profound personal, intellectual, and spiritual 

strengths, all of which finally led him the way to the doorstep of his Fa-

ther’s house.”  Paul, who rejoiced in the Xaverian community on earth, 

must certainly now be rejoicing in the Xaverian community in heaven 

where so many of his friends had preceded him. 

M A Y   1 3 
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BROTHER AMBROSIUS  (James de Vries) 

Born:  Besoyen, Holland, May 4, 1836 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 13, 1865 

 

Brother Ambrosius, a North Brabanter, entered on July 10, 1851, two 

months after his fifteenth birthday.  He was probably a relative of Broth-

er Mark, another de Vries, who had died on September 30, 1853.  In a 

report submitted to Bishop Malou, Brother Ambrosius is described as 

one possessed of average intelligence and a good memory.  A contempo-

rary of Brother Anselm (Willy Bradley, January 27), Brother Ambrosius 

died in 1865, nine days after his twenty-ninth birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER LEONARD  (Daniel O'Connor) 

Born:  Cork City, Ireland, August 17, 1851 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 13, 1920 

 

Brother Leonard was the brother of Brother Daniel who died on Novem-

ber 19, 1884.  Brother Leonard entered the community at the age of 

twenty-nine on May 28, 1881, from St. Mary's Industrial School where 

he had been employed as a carpenter.  His trade made him a valuable 

acquisition to the Congregation.  After being missioned at St. Mary's In-

dustrial School, he was sent to the Lawrence community when it was 

founded in 1889.  After one year there, serving in the capacity of cook, 

he returned to St. Mary's.  Assignments at Mt. St. Joseph's, Old Point 

Comfort, and St. John's Prep in Danvers followed.  He went wherever 

his services as carpenter were in demand.  It was while he was stationed 

in Danvers that he suffered a slight shock.  Returning to the Mount, he 

made himself useful sweeping the professed house; heavy work was for-

bidden.  Pneumonia brought his thirty-nine years of service to an end.  In 

the community recreations, Brother Leonard was the welcome breeze in 

the doldrums.  Assuming the role of "Simple Simon," he would ask the 

Superior questions that he knew were not for public discussion.  When 

chided, he apologized for his innate stupidity.  To him, Superiors were 
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always the "higher ups."  He had a favorite trap for newcomers to the 

community.  Having prepared the approach by looking very dolorous, he 

confided to the new member that he was disgusted.  "There is one 

Brother in this house whom I despise.  He is vile and loathsome."  After 

harping on his pet grievance until he felt that his listener had had 

enough, he revealed that Brother Leonard was the loathsome thing.  De-

spite his never having been a "higher up," he did have the distinction of 

being the first Brother to have an automobile funeral. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 400. 
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BROTHER JUSTIN  (Valere Deprettere) 

Born:  Roesdale, Belgium, November 5, 1894 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 13, 1927 

 

Valere Deprettere entered the Juniorate on January 7, 1907, two months 

after his twelfth birthday.  Seven years later at the outbreak of World 

War I, he was a young novice at Heist.  With the rest of the community, 

he fled before the invaders and reached our house in Mayfield on All 

Souls' Day.  When Belgium called for every fit man age eighteen to thir-

ty-five, Brother Justin signed up.  First, he was the cook at the main Bel-

gian camp at Auvours, France.  Later he volunteered as a stretcher-

bearer at the Front in the days of the first poison gas attacks.  When the 

War was over, he returned to Bruges where he was professed on May 1, 

1919.  He taught for a time, but his poor health made that difficult.  For a 

time he was infirmarian.  Death came suddenly in his thirty-third year, 

but not before a priest arrived to give him the last rites. 

 

 

BROTHER EYMARD  (James Duffy) 

Born:  St. John's, Newfoundland, May 12, 1890 
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Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, May 13, 1931 

 

Brother Eymard received the habit on Wednesday, May 3, 1922, the 

feast that year of the Patronage of St. Joseph.  The following Saturday he 

was struck behind the ear by a pitched ball.  He fell, was picked up, and 

seemed all right.  Subsequently he had to be rushed to a hospital for an 

emergency operation to remove a clot of blood from his brain.  After 

three weeks in a sort of stupor, he began to improve and was eventually 

discharged.  But he was never himself again.  He did what he could to be 

of service.  He died nine years later of a tumor on the brain after excru-

ciating pain.  Death came one day after his forty-first birthday. 
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BROTHER LEO  (Edward P. Morrissey) 

Born:  Arlington, Massachusetts, October 6, 1898 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, May 13, 1965 

 

Although a native of Massachusetts, Brother Leo was a student at Mt. St. 

Joseph's when he applied for admission to the novitiate which at the time 

was attached to the Mount.  He received the habit three days before his 

seventeenth birthday in 1915.  Opportunities for educational advance-

ment were not easily available, and for some twenty years he attended 

extension courses but never took a degree.  Brother Leo's first assign-

ment, from 1916 to 1919, was at St. Joseph's Home in Detroit.  From 

1919 to 1935 he taught at several schools:  Wheeling, Richmond, Som-

erville, and St. Matthew's in Brooklyn.  He was Superior of St. James 

Home in Baltimore from 1935 to 1941, and St. Joseph's Home in Detroit 

from 1941 to 1947.  That same year he became procurator and director 

of maintenance at Mt. St. Joseph's.  He displayed such versatility and 

competence that he was kept in this field for the rest of his life.  Always 

considerate, always obliging, he was always ready to sacrifice himself 
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for the convenience of others.  He died of cancer three months before 

what would have been his golden jubilee. 

 

 

BROTHER FIRMIN  (Oscar Moyaert) 

Born:  Handzame, West Flanders, Belgium, January 8, 1917 

Died:  Likasi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, May 13, 1969 

 

Brother Firmin taught for two years in the primary section at the Insti-

tute and then reported for compulsory military service in August, 1939, 

just before the outbreak of World War II.  As a released prisoner of war, 

he was back at the Institute in Bruges in December, 1940.  He went out 

to the Congo in 1948, teaching at Jadotville (Likasi) and Kasenga.  With 

the primary classes taken over by the Congolese, Brother Firmin quali-

fied as a teacher of biology in the secondary section.  To his Congolese 

students, he was "Kabeya," the man who is kindness itself.  He died 

while a cardiogram was being made as part of a general check-up. 
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BROTHER URBAAN (Michel Vanhalewijn) 

Born: Geluveld, Belgium, February 25, 1913 

Died: Ghent, Belgium, May 13, 1997 

 

As a young boy, Michel Vanhalewijn and his family moved from 

Geluveld near the French border to Heist on the shore of the North Sea.  

There he met the Xaverian Brothers who had run St Joseph's Institute 

since 1906, and at the age of twelve, he was accepted as an aspirant  in 

the Xaverian juniorate at Moerkerke. 

 

On September 8, 1929, Michel became the novice, Brother Urbaan.  A 

talented young man, with a special gift for music, as a novice he was 

made director of the choir of novices and scholastics at Torhout.  In the 
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summer of 1934, Brother Urbaan received his diploma as a primary 

school teacher and in September he started his teaching career in the par-

ish school of St. James in Bruges.  There he founded his first parish 

choir.  In 1940, when the headmaster of St. James, Brother Omer 

Vanacker, (December 14) died suddenly of a massive heart attack, 

Brother Urbaan, who was only 27 at the time, was chosen as his re-

placement.  So successful was he at St. James, that in August, 1942 he 

was assigned as headmaster of the large primary section of St. Francis 

Xavier's Institute in Bruges.  Although his administrative duties were 

more involved at the Institute than at St. James, nevertheless he managed 

to create a boys' choir, a mandolin orchestra and teams of dancers and 

flag wavers.  In the summer of 1962, on a tour with these groups through 

Italy, Austria and Germany, they were invited to give a short perfor-

mance during an audience with Pope John XXIII at Castel Gandolfo.  

The pope had explicitly asked for something lively and full of joy.  

Brother Urbaan who had planned a hymn recital, complied with the 

pope's request and switched to a popular Flemish love song. 

 

After this tour, Brother Urbaan was unexpectedly transferred to Knokke 

as superior and headmaster of St. Bernard's Institute.  Here again, he 

proved to be a dedicated headmaster, again he founded a boys' choir, 

again he was respected and loved by all who came to know him.  After 

retirement in 1973 at the age of 65, as required by Belgian law, he con-

tinued to live in the Knokke community, enjoying his many cultural 

hobbies and rendering service to the parish.  Later, signs of increasing 

senility caused him to be admitted as a patient at St. John's Institute run 

by the Brothers of Charity in Zelzate.  He died in the evening of May 13, 

1997 at St. Vincent's hospital in Ghent where he was taken shortly be-

fore with pneumonia.  After a funeral Mass at St. Margaret's in Knokke, 

his body was laid to rest in the brothers' plot in the Knokke city ceme-

tery. 
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BROTHER PATRICK  (Patrick Moran) 

Born:  Newport, County Mayo, Ireland, September 29, 1844 

Died:  Preston, Lancashire, England, May 14, 1888 

 

Brother Patrick, from County Mayo, entered on Xavier Day in 1864 and 

received the habit a year later.  He was professed at Manchester on No-

vember 21, 1867.  According to the Preston logbook, he returned from 

Bruges on March 28, 1886, and was assigned that day to Preston to at-

tend to the kitchen.  He died there in 1888 of inflammation of the lungs.  

He was buried in the Brothers' lot at Brownedge, Lancashire, a few 

miles out from Preston.  His name on the tombstone is conspicuous as it 

bears the classic English spelling of his name:  PARTRICK. 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS MULLOY  (Brother Franklin) 

Born:  Everett, Massachusetts, May 24, 1929 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, May 14, 1990 

 

Brother Thomas first met the Xaverians when he was a student at 

Malden Catholic where he excelled in athletics.  One year after his grad-

uation in 1947, he joined the Army, becoming a member of the Signal 

Corps.  During the Korean War, he saw combat near the 38th Parallel 

separating North and South Korea.  By the time of his discharge in 1951, 

he had earned the rank of staff sergeant.  In July of 1954, at the age of 

twenty-five, he answered God's call and entered the Congregation, orig-

inally taking the name Franklin.  During his thirty-six years as a 

Xaverian, Brother Thomas combined his intelligence (he was a member 

of Phi Beta Kappa) with a great handiness at fixing things.  While at 

Xaverian College, he even built the organ for the new chapel.  Motivated 

by what he called "the gratitude which I owe to God for his many bless-

ings to me, my family, and our Congregation," he volunteered to serve 

on the African missions.  During the seven years (1963 to 1970) he spent 

between Mumias and Eregi, Kenya, Brother Thomas served as teacher, 

school administrator, overseer of maintenance, repairer of generators, 
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water pumps, and cars.  He was the provincial delegate from Mumias in 

1967 and 1968.  Back in the States, he returned to his high school alma 

mater as Director of Guidance from 1971 to 1975.  Five years as Princi-

pal of Archbishop Williams High School in Braintree would be followed 

by a six-year term as Principal of Malden Catholic.  His final year at 

Malden Catholic, 1985-1986, ushered in the first of what would be four 

years of serious health battles.  After triple by-pass surgery, Brother 

Thomas took a sabbatical year and then joined the administration of St. 

John's Prep in Danvers.  These final years were plagued with the assaults 

of lung cancer.  Brother Thomas was, as his Superior recommending 

him for perpetual vows wrote, "a good, solid religious...exemplary in 

community and devoted to duty.  His willingness to work for the benefit 

of the community is outstanding."  He died at age sixty at the Dana Far-

ber Cancer Institute in Boston. 

M A Y   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER ROMAIN  (Andrew Hamerlinck) 

Born:  Sotteville, France, February 16, 1919 

Died:  Namur, Belgium, May 15, 1941 

 

Immediately after receiving his teacher's diploma, Brother Romain was 

assigned to our newly-erected school at Spy near Namur in the Walloon 

country.  His death in his twenty-third year was most sudden, the after-

math of an operation to remove a badly-inflamed appendix.  His influ-

ence in Spy was a tribute to his unselfish kindness.  He was another of 

those of Ours whose grave was visited by the townspeople as a shrine 

where one prayed for heavenly favors, and this in a district rather mark-

edly hostile to things Catholic. 

 

 

BROTHER ALEX  (Theofiel Mortier) 

Born:  Merkem, West Flanders, Belgium, November 1, 1884 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 15, 1970 
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Brother Alex, who died in his eighty-sixth year, was the younger brother 

of Brother Marcel (January 2) who died of tuberculosis two days before 

his twentieth birthday.  In his early days Brother Alex did maintenance 

work at the Institute in Bruges.  In 1909 he was named cook at 

Houthulst.  He did the best here and at several other places down to his 

retirement to Sint Michiel's at the age of seventy-six.  He loved puttering 

around the grounds.  In the Registry of the Belgian Province, someone 

has penned alongside the entry for Brother Alex:  "A man of integrity, a 

real Xaverian." 

 

 

M A Y   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER GREGORIUS  (John A. Jansen) 

Born:  Zouterwoude, Holland, August 25, 1822 

Died:  Mayfield, England, May 16, 1890 

 

Brother Gregorius, who was in his twenty-seventh year when he entered 

on January 11, 1849, received the habit during Easter Week in 1850.  

The Founder would never approve of his being admitted to profession, 

and Brother Gregorius loved to tell of the Founder's advising him to go 

home and the answer he gave, "I will not."  On August 26, 1860, he was 

one of the ten admitted to vows in the first year of Brother Vincent's 

administration.  Assigned to Hammersmith in 1861 as part of the pro-

gram of dispersion, he remained in England until his death twenty-nine 

years later.  Brother Gregorius was buried at Mayfield, his last mission. 

 

 

BROTHER PETER  (Martin Gleason) 

Born:  Silvermine, County Tipperary, Ireland, November 11, 1842 

Died:  Beverly, Massachusetts, May 16, 1916 

 

Brother Peter is Number 28 on the register of American Xaverians.  

Born in Ireland, he came to America and settled in Cincinnati where he 
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obtained work as a butler for a wealthy family.  A chance meeting with 

Brother Paul, who was in Cincinnati on business, cemented the young 

Mr. Gleason's resolve to join an order of teaching Brothers, and he re-

turned with Brother Paul to Louisville the very day they met, March 23, 

1864.  He was invested with the habit on June 29, 1865, at the age of 

twenty-two.  During his fifty-two years in religion, Brother Peter worked 

in the Cathedral School and St. Louis Bertrand School in Louisville, at 

Mt. St. Joseph's and St. Mary's Industrial School in Baltimore, and in 

Richmond, Lowell, Lawrence, Newport News, and Newark, New Jersey.  

His later years were spent at St. John's in Danvers where he acted as sac-

ristan.  A golden jubilarian, Brother Peter suffered a heart attack while 

shopping for flowers to adorn the May altar at the Prep.  He managed to 

stagger to the nearest steps.  The woman of the house, a non-Catholic, 

invited him in.  Sensing that this old man had suffered a stroke, she sent 

for a priest and a doctor.  They arrived, but Brother Peter did not rally, 

and he died in the parlor of that house.  Brother Julian said of him, "He 

was not a learned man.  He never taught beyond the third grade, but few 

men have left a deeper impression on the generation in which they lived 

than Brother Peter." 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 383-389. 

 

 

M A Y   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER HYACINTH (William X. Finn)  

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, January 4, 1914 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, May 17, 1995 

 

Among his teachers at St. Joseph School, Somerville, Willie Finn greatly 

admired Brother Hyacinth D’Amour (January 5), and on his own 

vestition day in August, 1931, he chose Hyacinth as his religious name.  

His nickname, ‘Huck,’ was, of course, predictable for anyone whose 

family name is Finn, and his middle name, Xavier seemed to earmark 
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him for a Xaverian vocation.  He was short of stature but possessed the 

lantern jaw that was the trademark of all the Finn boys. 

 

His teaching career was filled with high school math classes, and leg-

ends have become established which reveal a Brother Hyacinth drawing 

a perfect circle freehand on the blackboard, then placing a dot precisely 

in the middle of it, or drawing a chalk line out of the classroom, down 

the staircase, out of the building and along the sidewalk outside, in an ef-

fort to demonstrate some mathematical concept.  He taught at St. Mi-

chael’s, Brooklyn, Mount St. Joseph, Baltimore, and for thirty years in 

two separate assignments at St. Francis de Sales and Notre Dame, Utica.   

After retirement, he kept busy with the maintenance of the gym or the 

marking and manicuring of the playing fields; in fact, he took a great in-

terest in all school activities.  Although he did not drive, he was Mr. 

Ambassador of Utica as far as wakes and funerals were concerned.  His 

attendance was perfect.  Friends would always see to it that he had a 

ride. 

 

Several other images of Huck, garbed in one of his many “uniforms” 

stand out in the memory of those who knew him: 

1) leaning over his professional barber chair in his natty high-

collared barber jacket, he was always available for a haircut to any 

one who asked; 

2) in his black cap, white knickers and striped shirt refereeing a 

football game; 

3) in carpenter’s overalls to create a stage setting for one of the 

plays put on by Brother Kenneth Baker (June 2); 

4) in an apron or smock as he stood at his high drafting table exer-

cising his talents at calligraphy.  He had a professional set of flat-

nibbed pens and was kept busy making the signs and posters that 

are always needed around a school. 

 

His later years, after retirement from teaching, were spent volunteering 

his services in many ways at Malden Catholic High School, and then for 

his last six years at St. Joseph Manor in Dorchester where he died peace-
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fully after many bouts with congestive heart failure.  He served God 

faithfully as a Xaverian Brother for sixty-four years. 
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M a y   1 7 

 

BROTHER RONALD LANG (Brother Lyle) 

Born: Ellis, Kansas, July 13, 1934 

Died: Leonardtown, Maryland,  May 17, 2001 

 

Entering the Congregation in 1952 from Ellis, Kansas, Brother Ronald 

died of cancer one year short of his Golden Jubilee.  After graduating 

from Catholic University with a degree in physics and  mathematics, he 

began his teaching career at Keith Academy and made stops along the 

way at Saint Joseph Prep, Nazareth and Mount Saint Joseph where he 

was missioned twice.  After retiring from the classroom, he spent eight 

years as a Parish minister in South Dakota.  He spent the last year of his 

life in the Brothers’ residence at Saint Mary’s Ryken in Leonardtown.   

 

In his eulogy for Brother Ronald Brother Daniel Doherty spoke of the 

two giant leaps of faith which Ronald made in his life: 

 

His first was to leave his home and family in Ellis, Kansas, for Fort 

Monroe,     Virginia – from the endless miles of the prairie to the 

limitless ocean bays and rivers surrounding Hampton Roads.  It was 

a leap of faith since Ronald’s knowledge of the Xaverian Brothers 

was scant or next-to-nothing. . . His classmates, for the most part, 

had known the Brothers previously as their teachers and coaches in 

Xaverian schools and probably knew several of their classmates or 

at least several from the preceding classes of junior and senior nov-

ices.  Ronald, on the other hand, had never met a Xaverian Brother 

in his life.  Despite the enormous risk Ronald and his family took, 

he found what he was looking for and entered the six formal years 

of formation to be a religious and a teacher.  .  .  When Ronald 

found out that he was not cancer-free,  he made his second leap of 

faith: As Ronald saw control over his life slipping away, he finally 

handed it over to his loving God.                     
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Brother Ronald was buried in the Xaverian plot in the New Cathedral 

Cemetery.  His funeral liturgy was held at Saint Benedict’s in Baltimore, 

the parish he attended during  his years at the Mount.            

 

M A Y   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD  (Edward Solen) 

Born:  Clonfert, County Galway, Ireland, March 8, 1847 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 18, 1907 

 

At the age of twenty-eight, Brother Edward joined the community from 

Baltimore in 1875, the year that Brother Alexius assumed charge of the 

newly-organized American Province.  For the first twenty years of his 

religious life, he worked as cook in the kitchen of St. Mary's Industrial 

School.  For two years he was the cook in Louisville, and then he went 

back to St. Mary's in that same capacity for the rest of his life.  He died 

at the age of sixty, with thirty-two years of hidden and humble service to 

his credit, and was mourned especially by Brother Dominic (September 

14), the second American Provincial, with whom Brother Edward had 

been associated for so many years.  As Fate would have it, Brother 

Dominic's would be the next death recorded in the American Province.  

Four months after Brother Edward's remains were buried at Bonnie 

Brae, Brother Dominic would lie at rest in the same cemetery. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 296-298. 

 

 

BROTHER AUGUSTINE  (Joseph Reedy) 

Born:  Great Harwood, Lancashire, England, September 12, 1883 

Died:  Eastbourne, England, May 18, 1941 

 

Brother Augustine was in his twenty-seventh year when he entered in 

1910.  He served as a cook.  In spite of suffering intensely from ulcers, 

he always tried to maintain a cheerful disposition.  His confreres in the 

English Province had great faith in his prayers, and among them it was 
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the accepted thing to ask for his prayerful intercession where there was a 

special need. 

 

 

BROTHER LEANDER  (Joseph E. Shader) 

Born:  Bardstown, Kentucky, May 9, 1885 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 18, 1950 

 

A demon for work, Brother Leander had to carry the cross of forced in-

activity during the last two years of his life.  It killed him.  In his day he 

had been an exceptionally capable teacher of typewriting and 

multigraphing.  His hobby was philately. 

 

 

 

M A Y   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER HILARY  (Stanley Taylor) 

Born:  London, England, July 18, 1890 

Died:  Wadhurst, Sussex, England, May 18, 1970 

 

Stanley Taylor served in the Army Medical Corps in World War I.  Cap-

tured in France, he spent some time in a prison camp.  Having been re-

leased in an exchange of medical personnel, he was reassigned to East 

Africa.  He had life-long memories of his East African days, and his 

treasured possessions were photographs taken there.  In his forty-seven 

years in the Xaverian community, Brother Hilary, who entered in 1923, 

shared in various domestic capacities, chiefly as cook.  He was a popular 

and respected member of the English Province. 
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M A Y   1 8 

 

BROTHER THEODORE (Owen I.. Melvin) 

Born: Fall River, Massachusetts, March 12, 1929. 

Died: Beverly, Massachusetts, May 18, 2002. 

 

A native of Fall River, Massachusetts, Owen Ignatius Melvin graduated 

from Monsignor Coyle High School in Taunton, Massachusetts in 1947.  

His call to religious life seems to have begun with a talk by a priest who 

was visiting in Fall River.  This priest praised the work of the Brothers 

as teachers and missionaries, and this seed grew into a lifetime as a 

Xaverian Brother.  Two years after graduation, on September 19, 1949, 

he entered the novitiate at Old Point, and six months later he took the 

habit along with the name of Brother Theodore.  He received his Bache-

lor of Arts degree from Catholic University in 1954, and his Master of 

Education from Boston State College in 1969. 

 

Brother Theodore’s teaching career began at Flaget High School in Lou-

isville, followed by two years on Staten Island, at Mt. Loreto.  A year at 

St. Joseph Regional High School in Montvale and three years at Notre 

Dame High School in Utica, followed seven years at Keith Academy in 

Lowell from 1962 to 1969, where he excelled as a teacher and coach.  

After a year at Working Boys’ Home in Newton Highlands, Massachu-

setts, he spent nineteen years at St. John’s High School in Shrewsbury.  

In 1993 he entered Xaverian House in Danvers where he spent the re-

mainder of his life in community. 

 

Theodore’s customary geniality over the years changed somewhat in his 

final years with the onset of a series of illnesses.  He became more with-

drawn and remote.  Despite his depression and melancholy, however, he 

extolled the members of his Xaverian community and those that cared 

for him for the many kindnesses they provided to him.  He died at the 

age of 73 at the Beverly Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Beverly, 

Massachusetts. 

 



325 
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M A Y   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER HUGO HURST  (Brother Vincentius) 

Born:  Bardstown, Kentucky, July 14, 1923 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 19, 1975 

 

Brother Hugo died quite unexpectedly at St. Anthony's Hospital in Lou-

isville.  He had been hospitalized only nine days.  A graduate of St. Jo-

seph's in Bardstown, he was a member of the Congregation for thirty-

four years.  Brother Hugo earned a B.S. degree from Fordham Universi-

ty and a Lic. Rel. Sci. at Jesus Magister in Rome between 1958 and 

1961.  He was the author of the widely-used text, A SEARCH FOR 

MEANING IN LOVE, SEX, AND MARRIAGE.  In 1972, after long 

experience in our schools, he was appointed coordinator for religious 

education in the schools of the Archdiocese of Louisville.  He also 

taught in the religious education department of Spalding College.  He 

died from uremic poisoning at the age of fifty-one. 
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M A Y   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER PETER CELESTINE  (John Carroll Fahey) 

Born:  Randolph, Massachusetts, August 27, 1905 

Died:  Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, May 19, 1985 

 

A beloved member of the Congregation went home to God when Broth-

er Peter Celestine died at the Shrewsbury Nursing Home on the feast day 

of his patronal saint, Pope Peter Celestine.  "Johnny Fahey" was not 

quite twenty-one when, on June 2, 1926, he entered the novitiate from 

Stoughton, Massachusetts, where he had been employed as a short-order 

cook at "Gunboat" Smith's Diner.  The diner's proprietor and other 

members of the Stoughton citizenry would form the nucleus for the le-

gion of humorous stories with which Brother Peter would regale his 

brothers in religion during his fifty-nine years with us.  Brother Peter 

Celestine's first mission, from 1926 to 1934, was at St. Mary's Industrial 

School in Baltimore.  Along with Brothers Ferdinand (September 7), Pe-

ter Julian (October 20), and his dear friend Leo Francis (November 12), 

Brother Peter would be one of those "New Breed of Men," a phrase 

coined by Brother Thomas More Page, himself a student at St. Mary's at 

that time.  They taught, worked, and played with the boys, all the time 

trying to humanize the institutional elements of this kind of life.  Three 

years at St. Patrick's in Lowell followed.  In 1937 Brother Peter was as-

signed to the Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands, Massachu-

setts, and for the next thirty-eight years the names Peter Celestine and 

Newton would be synonymous.  When the home closed and the property 

was converted to the St. Joseph Novitiate, he remained on as procurator, 

chauffeur, and part-time chef.  As he had with countless number of boys 

at the home, Brother Peter endeared himself to generations of Xaverian 

novices.  His gentleness, simplicity, love of animals, and sense of humor 

provide the stuff of memories that do not fade.  A high point of his life 

occurred in 1971 when his former pupil at St. Mary's, Brother Thomas 

More, arranged a private audience for Brother Peter with Pope Paul VI.  

When the Newton property was sold in 1975, Brother Peter retired to St. 
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John's in Shrewsbury.  The pains of arthritis, diabetes, and heart disease 

shadowed these later years, but he never lost the ability to smile and 

laugh.  His final six months were spent at the Shrewsbury Nursing 

Home.  Pancreatic cancer ended his life three months before his eighti-

eth birthday and five years after the death of his former superior at the 

Working Boys' Home and beloved colleague and friend, Brother Aubert 

Downey (April 24).     
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M A Y   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER LEROY  (Thaddeus Francis Flynn) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, October 4, 1912 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 19, 1990 

 

In the last years of his life, Brother Leroy was a living example of long 

suffering, what the modern translation of Galatians calls "patient endur-

ance."  The seeds of this fruit of the Holy Spirit were sown way back in 

his long life, sixty years of which he spent as a Xaverian.  Born in 

Brooklyn, he attended Holy Name School and St. Joseph's Juniorate.  He 

entered the Novitiate at Old Point Comfort in 1930.  His was the first 

class to enter Xaverian College, doing freshmen year at Catholic Univer-

sity, sophomore year at XC, and then finishing at CU.  With a BA de-

gree in math and science, Brother Leroy began his teaching career with a 

six-year assignment at John Bapst High School in Bangor, Maine.  Serv-

ing mostly six-year terms, he also taught at Mt. St. Joseph's, Archbishop 

Stepinac, Xaverian High School, and Cardinal Hayes where he was Su-

perior of the 650 Grand Concourse community from 1947 to 1953.  At 

that same time he was also a Provincial Councillor, probably the first to 

live away from the "Power-house" at 4409 in Baltimore.  In 1963 Broth-

er Leroy began sixteen years of service to St. Xavier's in Louisville.  

During this time he taught biology, coached tennis and golf and other JV 

level sports as he had in the other schools he had served.  Along with his 

blood brother, Brother Dennis Flynn, he took CPE training at Methodist 

Hospital.  At this time, his long period of suffering began.  On CPE duty 

one day, he collapsed and underwent immediate surgery for an aneu-

rism.  Too weak to carry a full load, he moved to Good Counsel in 1979 

where he served as a freshmen guidance counselor and continued hospi-

tal service.  In October of 1986, he became a resident of Ryken House 

where he could take regular walks, fly a kite, and serve as a Eucharistic 

Minister at local hospitals.  In the summer of 1987, Brother Leroy suf-

fered a painful attack of Lupus.  In December of that year he received a 

pacemaker.  The real ordeal occurred in the summer of 1988 when he 
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spent 105 days in Methodist Hospital during which time he had three 

operations to relieve internal bleeding.  From then on he needed several 

blood transfusions a month to keep up his strength.  In January of 1990, 

he entered Nazareth Home.  A fall while trying to get out of bed on his 

own led to his transfer to Methodist Hospital where his long suffering 

ended peacefully a week later.  Brother Leroy is the thirtieth Brother to 

be buried in the cemetery across from Ryken House. 

 

 

 

M A Y   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER BERTIN  (Francis Xavier Manning) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, October 6, 1912 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 19, 1991 

 

Graduating in 1930 from the second class of Mission High School, Rox-

bury, Massachusetts--when the school opened in 1926 there already was 

a tenth grade section of boys who had been taught by the SSND's during 

the 1925-26 school year--Brother Bertin was first in a long line of young 

men from Mission Hill who cast their lot with the Xaverian Brothers.  

Bertin was also one of the first Xaverians to complete studies at 

Xaverian College and Catholic University.  His career as a teacher was a 

brief three years at Saint Michael's in Brooklyn.  With the exception of 

one year (1955-1956) at St. John's, Temple Street, from 1938 until his 

retirement in 1979, Brother Bertin was involved in school and communi-

ty administration.  Prefect of discipline and studies at the Mount, Princi-

pal at Keith Academy, Headmaster at St. John's Prep -- Bertin was one 

of our great "school men."   

 

From 1956 until 1979, he served as assistant to five Provincials, and as 

his eulogist, Brother Peter Fitzpatrick commented: 
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It is in that role that many remember him best - quiet, effi-

cient, professional.  Visiting schools, running meetings, put-

ting together all kinds of preparatory materials, chairing 

chapters.  Able to size up situations and deftly and definitely 

conclude them with a dry wit and a friendly twinkle. 

 

Bertin was one of many Xaverians who in the humility of their hearts 

found salvation in Alcoholics Anonymous with its insistence on depend-

ence on a "Higher Power."  Again, as Brother Peter reflected: 

 

Through AA Bert came to realize and accept that in the face 

of alcohol he was absolutely powerless - that he could not re-

ly on himself, that he had to rely on a higher power.  And 

through his AA friends, the support and encouragement of 

their fellowship, Bert never looked back.  His growth, quiet 

and often unseen, was tremendous - and its fruits were mar-

velous:  sobriety, kindness, concern, love, tenderness.   

 

This wonderful Xaverian died peacefully in Louisville after a long 

struggle with the illnesses attendant upon old age.  He was buried in the 

Brothers' plot at Ryken House.     

M A Y   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER JUSTIN  (Albinus Higdon) 

Born:  St. Laurence, Kentucky, December 30, 1868 

Died:  Detroit, Michigan, May 21, 1945 

 

Brother Justin, brother of Brother Christian (March 2), entered in 1888 

when he was twenty.  His first assignment was at Mt. St. Joseph's, fol-

lowed by two years in Portsmouth, Virginia.  He was a member of the 

pioneering group that opened St. Joseph's in Somerville.  Brother Justin 

remained there for thirteen years, serving as Superior from 1902 to 1906.  

He was also Superior at Portsmouth, St. Peter's in Richmond, St. Jo-

seph's Home in Detroit, and the Cathedral School in Richmond.  He be-
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came a Superior in the days of Brother Dominic and remained one 

through most of Brother Isidore's eighteen years as Provincial, 1907 to 

1925.  Like Brother Pius Summers (October 12), he could adjust to the 

demands of pioneering days.  Brother Justin earned an MA degree at 

Notre Dame University, writing his thesis on "The Early History of the 

Xaverian Brothers in the United States."  He almost stumbled on to the 

identification of that Brother Nicholas, the Trappist lay-brother who was 

a catechist for Father Badin.  Brother Justin died in his seventy-seventh 

year at the Providence Hospital in Detroit. 

 

 

BROTHER CHRYSOSTOOM  (Jozef Verleye) 

Born:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, Belgium, March 18, 1907 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 21, 1975 

 

Brother Chrysostoom, brother of the late Brothers Justin (December 15) 

and Ephrem (July 11), spent most of his career in Zaire.  From 1933 to 

1961 he was a teacher and served as local Superior and regional supervi-

sor.  In addition to French, the official state language, he could com-

municate in Swahili and Kibemba, the major native languages.  For one 

who had been a leader, the strain of the changes resulting from Zairean 

independence forced him to return home to Belgium in 1961.  For the 

rest of his life, he was in and out of hospitals, dying in his sixty-ninth 

year at St. Lucas Clinic. 

M A Y   2 2 

 

 

BROTHER GERARD  (Silas Taylor) 

Born:  Derby, England, March 22, 1872 

Died:  Mayfield, England, May 22, 1947 

 

Brother Gerard died two months to the day after his seventy-fifth birth-

day.  He had been a convert to the Faith.  Entering in 1905 when he was 

almost thirty-three, he received the habit that December 30th.  During 

his forty-two years in the community, he had two assignments, Clapham 
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and Mayfield.  Given the opportunity, he loved to give proof of his hav-

ing been gifted with a green thumb. 

 

 

BROTHER BARRY  (Laurence J. Donnelly) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, March 20, 1913 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, May 22, 1976 

 

Brother Barry, from St. Patrick's in Lowell and the Juniorate in Peabody, 

entered the Congregation on January 7, 1932.  Having completed his 

collegiate work, he taught in our schools in the one-province days from 

Brooklyn to Kentucky to Massachusetts.  In 1948 when he was Principal 

of St. Teresa's in Brooklyn, Brother Barry toasted the Uganda experi-

ment and diffidently challenged the others in community, "I'll go if you 

will."  Thirteen years later he was there, for in 1961 when he was forty-

eight, he was assigned to "the missions."  Kenya was a long haul from 

the "Acre" in Lowell.  "Reds" hated to go, but he went and never regret-

ted it.  He would spend fifteen years overseas, five of them as Regional 

Superior.  Brother Barry taught at St. Augustine's Teacher Training Col-

lege in Eregi, Kenya, and succeeded Brother Alan Blute (February 16) 

as Principal and Superior of St. Joseph's Teacher Training College in 

Kitale, Kenya.  Home for a holiday in 1976 and intending to report back 

to Eregi in Kenya, East Africa, he died after a six-day hospitalization for 

complications attributed to viral pneumonia.  The reluctant missionary 

who came to love Africa was sixty-three at the time of his death and the 

oldest non-African teacher in Kenya.  He had served the community 

faithfully for forty-four years. 

 

 

M A Y   2 2 

 

 

BROTHER PHILIP NERI CROSSEN (John C.  Crossen) 

Born: Boston, Massachusetts, October 25, 1914 

Died: Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, May 22, 1997 
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On May 22, 1997, after attending to his early morning chores at St. 

John’s High School in Shrewsbury  (checking the boiler rooms and 

opening the cafeteria for early deliveries), Brother Philip Neri returned 

to his room and began his practice of morning meditation.   His absence 

from morning prayer and Mass caused others to check on him and found 

that he had peacefully passed away in his room. 

 

Born in Boston in 1914, John Crossen entered the Xaverian Brothers in 

1932 after graduating from Mission High School in Roxbury, Massachu-

setts.  His teaching career in mathematics and physics was spent in Dan-

vers, Louisville, Silver Spring, White Plains and from 1964 to his death 

in Shrewsbury.  No matter where he was stationed, his brilliant intelli-

gence and kindly disposition made their impression on his students.  But 

Philip Neri’s skills extended far beyond the classroom.  A gifted and 

skilled carpenter, electrician and plumber, the results of  his repairs and 

projects are apparent in every part of the Shrewsbury campus.   

 

Finally, Brother Philip was known to his brothers as a deeply spiritual 

man.  Faithful to all community  exercises, as well as to a host of private 

devotions, he was a model religious who showed his brothers, by exam-

ple over the years what religious life was all about. This spirituality in-

cluded all the traditional characteristics of generosity, gentility, humor 

and affability that indeed made him the proverbial “good community 

man.” 

M A Y   2 3 

 

 

BROTHER RUDOLPH  (Richard Shea) 

Born:  Springfield, Massachusetts, July 29, 1878 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 23, 1927 

 

Brother Rudolph, who was forty-eight years old when he died, had been 

a member of the Congregation for twenty-nine years.  On finishing high 

school in his native Springfield, he enrolled at Mt. St. Joseph's College 



335 

as a student.  Like Brother Matthew Darnell (March 28), he transferred 

over to the novitiate which was housed at that institution.  After his 

noviceship, Brother Rudolph was assigned to St. Mary's Industrial 

School as secretary.  For some years he taught the smaller boys at East 

Boston and then at Portsmouth, Virginia.  In 1920 a cold left a persistent 

cough that sapped his vitality, and he was obliged to give up teaching.  

He was assigned to St. John's in Danvers where he recuperated enough 

to be able to assist in the office for the next six years.  Brother Rudolph 

was a skilled pianist who had the benefit of conservatory training, but he 

usually played the organ or piano only when called upon in the line of 

duty.  He was extremely self-effacing.  Quiet, unostentatious, he lived a 

hidden life in a busy world.  He died at Mt. St. Joseph's while the Broth-

er Infirmarian was attending morning Mass. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 474-476. 

 

 

 

BROTHER SYLVESTER  (Frederick Wearden) 

Born:  Longridge, Lancashire, England, October 2, 1891 

Died:  Mayfield, England, May 23, 1935 

 

Brother Sylvester entered the novitiate, then located at Manchester, on 

January 10, 1908.  For four years he had been outstanding at Mayfield, 

especially for his prowess in sports.  His first assignment was to the 

newly-opened Xaverian College at Brighton.  Here he remained fifteen 

years.  He helped to organize the Cadet Corps which in open competi-

tion with sixteen other cadet Corps won the much-coveted Challenge 

Cup.  After Brighton he went to Clapham for ten years where he was 

again invaluable.  In 1934 he went down to Mayfield in the hope that the 

Sussex air would help him.  He died the following spring at the age of 

forty-three. 
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BROTHER NICOLAUS  (Adrian Bollen) 

Born:  Schiedam, Holland, November 15, 1841 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 25, 1905 

 

In his twentieth year, Brother Nicolaus received the habit on Candlemas 

Day in 1861.  In the following May he was one of the dozen Xaverians 

sent from Bruges to St. Mary's Training College at Hammersmith as part 

of the dispersal of the community at Bruges.  He was recalled sometime 

later when we opened a new school at Werwicq, Belgium.  On June 20, 

1864, the day before he pronounced vows, Brother Nicolaus ceded to the 

Congregation his inheritance of 3800 francs, and in those days a franc 

was a day's pay in Belgium.  He must have made the hard-pressed 

Brother Vincent very happy.  Brother Nicolaus' last assignment was at 

another "new" foundation, the one at Houthulst.  He would die in Bruges 

at the age of sixty-four. 

 

 

BROTHER PAULINUS  (Henry Francis Cole) 

Born:  St. John's, Hardin County, Kentucky, July 15, 1892 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 25, 1962 

 

Brother Paulinus entered the Novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's on July 31, 

1909.  For several years prior to that date he had been an aspirant at St. 

John's in Danvers.  A frail youngster, he lived several years at home in 

Kentucky before being admitted to profession in 1915.  This "frail" 

youngster was a Xaverian Brother for fifty-three years.  At Xaverian 

College in Silver Spring, Maryland, where he was a member of the staff 

for eighteen years, he was highly regarded as a science and math teach-

er. 

 

 

BROTHER VINCENT  (Francis J. Engel) 
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Born:  Frickenhausen, Bavaria, Germany, November 25, 1895 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 25, 1962 

 

"The American flag," according to the editor of The Rykenite, "is at half-

mast this week here at Ryken High, and our dear departed Brother Vin-

cent would have appreciated that tribute.  He loved deeply his second 

'native land.'  Brothers and boys, we all knew him for his ready smile, 

his cheery 'Bonjour cher Frere!' or 'Bonjour, Francois!'  Brother Vincent 

held many important posts with the Brothers -- Supervisor of Schools, 

assistant to both Provincials and the Superior General.  He spent almost 

a decade as a missionary in Africa.  He was for six years on the 

Generalate Staff in Rome.  But we will remember him as he was here, 

part of the heart and soul of Ryken for the last three years.  He was a gi-

ant of a man in many ways.  We shall miss him.  May he rest in peace." 
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BROTHER ALOIS (Donald Lawrence O’Toole) 

Born: Worcester, Massachusetts, December 18, 1915 

Died: Venice, Florida, May 25, 2006 

 

Born in Worcester and graduated from Saint John’s on Temple Street, 

Donald Lawrence O’Toole entered the Congregation at Old Point on 

September 17, 1934, and received the Habit and the name Alois on the 

following Saint Joseph Day.  After his graduation from The Catholic 

University, Alois began his teaching career at Saint X.  In 1942 he began 

a ten-year association with Cardinal Hayes, both at the main school 

campus and at the 94
th

 Street annex where he served as principal and su-

perior. The 1950’s saw him at Archbishop Stepinac and the Mount.  Af-

ter a brief return to Cardinal Hayes, Alois began his missionary career, 

serving at Eregi from 1960 until 1964, where he directed students in 

adult literacy classes.  He returned to his alma mater, Saint John’s, to 

become the aspirant master at the newly opened Ryken Juniorate.  

Brother Alois had a gift of establishing life-long bonds with his former 

students, and he certainly did so with the aspirants at the Juniorate.  

Whether or not they remained in the Congregation, his aspirants held 

him in high esteem long after their Juniorate days were over.   

 

In 1967, Alois returned to Kenya for eight years, serving at Eregi, 

Kaimosi where he was director of Our Lady’s Secondary School, and 

Lodwar.  During this assignment to Kenya, he was the director of the 

Brothers’ Juniorate and Novitiate.  At Kaimosi he taught Swahili to the 

aspirants who did very well on government exams.  Through old boys he 

obtained a fleet of tractors that were rented out to local people which led 

to countless acres being planted in virgin soil. After he returned from 

Africa, he wrote An Echo in my Heart, a memoir of his years in Africa.  

Alois’ final mission was fifteen years at his alma mater, Saint John’s, 

before he retired, first to Milton and then to Venice.  While he was at 

Milton, he worked as a receptionist at Saint Francis Mission in Boston 
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where he was able to converse with the African clients because of his 

knowledge of Swahili. 

 

Alois had a profound effect on his former students, and he had kept in 

touch with many of them by letters and annual Christmas cards.  On the 

day of his death, the principal of the Christian Brothers’ Calvert Hall in 

Baltimore, a Mount Saint Joseph grad, mentioned that his own forty-

year career in education was a result of the influence Brother Alois had 

on him during his days at the Mount.  

 

In addition to An Echo in my Heart, Alois also wrote a biography of Fa-

ther Gabriel Richard, a meditation book based on the reflections of his 

legendary novice master, Brother Julian Ryan, and numerous articles for 

Xaverian publications.   

 

Dying after a brief illness in the 72
nd

 year of his religious life, this zeal-

ous Xaverian Brother donated his body to science. 
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M A Y   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER ANDRE  (Andre Raepsaet) 

Born:  Courtrai, West Flanders, Belgium, February 7, 1889 

Died:  Knokke, West Flanders, Belgium, May 26, 1966 

 

Brother Andre, brother of Brother Maurice (February 7) and Brother 

Ernest (February 27), received the habit in 1906.  He had been an aspir-

ant since 1901.  Assigned to domestic duties first in Bruges and then at 

Heist, he was acting as a cook when World War I broke out.  With many 

of the other Belgian Brothers, he fled to England in 1914.  However, he 

soon answered the call for volunteers and served in the Belgian Army 

Medical Corps until his discharge in 1919.  He earned several military 

distinctions.  His life-long joy was the privilege he had in serving his 

country.  In the Xaverian communities, Brother Andre won a rating as a 

grand cook.  In England he had picked up recipes that were different, es-

pecially for pies.  These trade secrets he guarded carefully.  He died in 

his seventy-eighth year at the hospital in Knokke.  He had been stationed 

at Knokke in 1938 and remained there for the next twenty-eight years 

until a heart condition ended his life. 

M A Y   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER AMBROSE  (John Price) 

Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, May 3, 1859 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 27, 1917 

 

Brother Ambrose entered the comparatively-new novitiate in Baltimore 

in 1880 when he was twenty-one.  At that time most of the activities of 

the Congregation in the United States were confined to conducting the 

parochial schools in Louisville, the largest city in Kentucky.  Brother 

Ambrose was one of the first in a long line who made the trek from the 

interior to Baltimore on the Atlantic Coast.  He served at St. Mary's In-
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dustrial School, St. Patrick's in Lowell, and he was one of the pioneers at 

Paradise Protectory, an agricultural school for young, orphaned boys in 

Abbotstown, Pennsylvania, which we staffed from 1911 to 1915.  For 

many years Brother Ambrose had not been a well man.  He constantly 

poured medicine into himself, so that eventually it had no effect on his 

system and caused him ultimately to lose his mind.  In the end, however, 

he died peacefully after thirty-nine years of unobtrusive service to the 

Congregation. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 391. 
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BROTHER JOHN  (Daniel Driscoll) 

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, July 8, 1883 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, May 29, 1942 

 

Brother John, nicknamed "Black John" because of his hair color, was 

one of the first candidates from our schools in East Boston.  He received 

the habit at what we used to call St. John's Normal College in Danvers.  

From 1891 to 1907 it was the house for aspirants.  One of Brother John's 

happiest memories of those early days was Brother Cajetan Van 

Tournhout as he led the aspirants on special occasions in their bare feet 

through the morning's dewy grass.  This had something to do with the 

"Kneippe Cure," a refinement of the Founder's cold-sheet treatment.  

Around Brother John himself clustered many a funny story.  He was a 

very high-strung sort of person who found relief for his tensions by cre-

ating an explosive din.  Brother John began his teaching career in 1900, 

and for the next forty-two years, he taught in the various grammar 

schools we staffed in those days.  He was Superior of St. Mary's Male 

Academy in Norfolk, Virginia; the Assumption School in East Boston; 

and St. Patrick's in Lowell.  The Class of 1912 of St. Patrick's gave three 

medals in Brother John's honor to the three top students in the graduat-

ing class; this custom continued until the school closed.  For several 

years Brother John lived at St. John's in Danvers and commuted to St. 

James School in Salem where he taught the graduating class in the boys' 

department.  His last assignment was at St. Xavier's in Louisville.  

Throughout his teaching career, he had been a strict but especially thor-

ough teacher.  Brother John was fifty-eight at the time of his death. 

 

 

BROTHER DAMIAN  (Edward Blanford) 

Born:  Springfield, Kentucky, October 4, 1869 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 29, 1943 
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After a dozen or more years in the classroom where he turned in a very 

workman-like performance, Brother Damian was assigned to farm work, 

first at St. Joseph's Agricultural School in Rutherford, Napa County, 

California, and then for the rest of his life, thirty-six years, at St. Mary's 

Industrial School.  In the classroom and on the farm, he worked hard and 

obtained excellent results.  Part of his private apostolate was a daily visit 

to the sick at St. Agnes Hospital across the road from St. Mary's. 

 

 

BROTHER REMI  (Henry Walschaerts) 

Born:  St. Joost-ten-Node, Belgium, September 15, 1884 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 29, 1958 

 

Brother Remi came to us from St. Joost-ten-Node, a small village near 

Brussels in Belgium, on January 8, 1901, and he received the habit that 

September 17th, two days after his seventeenth birthday.  As was the 

custom in those days, he began his teaching career promptly, learning as 

he went along.  His specialty was languages; his hobby, history.  He 

loved to delve into the story of Bruges and also that of our Congrega-

tion.  He was in the United States in 1920 on an exchange basis.  In 1928 

he was the first Superior of St. Bernard's Institute at Knokke, West Flan-

ders.  Subsequently he was for many years Provincial Treasurer and Sec-

retary.  His last year was spent at Sint Michiels.  He died at St. Joseph's 

Hospital in Bruges after an operation. 

 

 

BROTHER CAMILLUS  (Albert Gregson) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, November 10, 1902 

Died:  Mayfield, Sussex, England, May 29, 1971 

 

A convert to the Faith in 1927, Albert Gregson was sought out by 

questor Brother Cyril (November 26) at the suggestion of Father Old-

ham, S.J., at St. Walburge's in Preston.  He received the habit at the no-

vitiate in Deeping St. James on December 8, 1932.  A plumber by trade, 

he served mainly as cook.  He was a keen fisherman, an exceptionally 
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good billiard player, and an avid cyclist down to his sixties.  He served 

four years at Clapham, the same at Brighton, and twenty-nine at May-

field.  He died in his sleep in his sixty-ninth year. 

 

 

BROTHER HUBERT  (Jules Vanmaele) 

Born:  Ruddervoorde, West Flanders, Belgium, December 6, 1889 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, May 29, 1977 

 

Jules Vanmaele was only eleven in 1901 when he joined the aspirants 

then housed at the Institute in Bruges.  The day-order he faced:  rise at 

4:30 a.m.; retire at 9:30 p.m.; and in between, "on the double."  Jules 

was clothed in the habit in 1906, taking the name Hubert.  With the ex-

ception of his years in the Congo (Zaire) from 1936 to 1953, he was part 

of the domestic staff at the Institute, retiring to Sint Michiels when he 

reached three score and ten.  He died in his eighty-eighth year, having 

never known serious illness. 
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BROTHER WILLIAM MARINAN (Brother La Salle) 

Born:  Worcester Massachusetts, December 13, 1929 

Died:   Lawrence, Massachusetts, May 29, 2014 

 

William Marinan grew up in the Vernon Hill section of Worcester in 

Ascension Parish, an Irish immigrant neighborhood of three decker 

apartment buildings. From there he went down the hill to St. John’s Par-

ish High School where the brothers taught for many years.  Bill was at 

home at St. John’s where he became attracted to our ‘way’ and in his 

senior year he applied to our novitiate and was accepted for the follow-

ing September.   

 

Entering in 1947, Bill took the name Brother La Salle and made his way 

through the novitiate to Xaverian College; but then, like others at that 

time, he was assigned to teach at the Brooklyn grammar schools and to 

continue his college education part time at St. John’s University in 

downtown Brooklyn and later in Queens.  Bill always rose to the chal-

lenge;  teaching all day and going to college after school and on Satur-

days was a challenge!  Not only did Bill earn his B.A. from St. John’s 

but he also earned a M.A. from Fordham.  Much later on Bill earned a 

certificate in pastoral ministry.  You might say, Bill was on some level a 

perpetual student! 

 

Teaching was one of Bill’s strengths,  especially on the grade school 

level.  He taught in all three Brooklyn parish schools for long periods.   

He often reminisced about his eighth grade classes and the Catholic 

school eighth grade basketball championship team he coached at Holy 

Name.  He spent fifteen years in Brooklyn, four in Leonard Hall, and a 

year each at St. Catherine’s and St. Jerome’s in Maryland.   

While teaching at St. Jerome’s in Hyattsville, Bill came into contact with 

Irish born pastor Fr. Madigan who employed him as the principal of the 

parish school at St. Jude’s in Montgomery County, Maryland, where he 
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served very well for sixteen years.  He and the pastor shared their Irish 

heritage.  He later served as principal of St. Philip the Apostle School in 

Camp Springs, Maryland, for another six years.  . 

 

When Bill decided that it was time to retire from formal school work, he 

again met with Fr. Madigan who by this time was pastor of Our Lady of 

Grace, a retirement parish associated with Leisure World in Silver 

Spring, Maryland.  Fr. Madigan added Bill to his parish staff as a parish 

assistant.  His main job or ministry was to visit those parishioners who 

were confined to their homes or in nursing homes, and this he did for 

twelve years.   

 

In 2010, he retired from his work at Our Lady of Grace and Leisure 

World, and moved to Xaverian House in Danvers where he continued to 

be of service in sorting the daily mail and as a faithful visitor to brothers 

in nursing homes.  Illness and debility caused his move in 2014 to Mary 

Immaculate Nursing Home in Lawrence where he died after only a few 

weeks in residence there. 
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M A Y   2 9 

 

BROTHER GEORGE PATRICK (Elroy R. Kavanaugh) 

Born: April 10, 1910, Malden, Massachusetts 

Died: May 29, 1996, Mediplex Nursing Home, Beverly, Massachusetts 

 

The Opening Hymn at the funeral liturgy for Brother George Patrick, 

“Lord, You Are Our True Salvation” closes with the stanza: 

Through his vows his life he offered to your service and your praise. 

Your great call he sought to follow: loving you for all his days. 

Now the final call he’s answered; may he live with you always. 

These words may serve as a reminder that Brother George’s religious 

life included two calls from God.  Born in Malden, Massachusetts in 

pre-Malden Catholic days, he joined the Brothers of the Holy Infancy in 

Lackawanna, New York.  He served on the staff of the boys’ orphanage 

founded there by the famous Father Baker, and his ministry included 

that of organist at the Basilica of Our Lady of Victory. The assignment 

to care for Father Baker on his deathbed was always a source of pride 

for him. 

 

When the Brothers of the Holy Infancy were suppressed as a religious 

community not long after the death of their founder, twenty-eight year 

old Brother George Patrick and confrere Brother Gerald Edward 

O’Brien (July 23) made their way to Fort Monroe, Virginia and the 

Xaverian Brothers.  When he was invested with the habit on March 19, 

1939, he was allowed to take the name by which he had been known in 

Lackawanna, chosen in honor of his father, George Patrick Kavanaugh. 

 

Brother George’s ministry with us brought him from eight years at St. 

Patrick’s School in Baltimore to teaching assignments at St. Mary’s In-

dustrial School, Flaget High, St. Joseph Prep in Bardstown, Leonard 

Hall, Archbishop Stepinac High, St. John’s High in Shrewsbury, Keith 

Academy and Malden Catholic.  He received his M.L.S. degree in 1958 

from St. John’s University on Long Island, and he founded or worked in 
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libraries at several of these schools.  In 1970, he moved to Brooklyn, 

New York where he spent the next nineteen years as full or part time li-

brarian at St. Francis College, Nazareth and Xaverian High School. 

 

Before being assigned to Xaverian House in Danvers in 1995, Brother 

George spent his retirement years at Malden Catholic. Despite his deaf-

ness, he enjoyed Xaverian community life, and his easy laugh continued 

to identify him even after two strokes had deprived him of the power of 

speech.  Increased disability caused him to require medical care beyond 

those available at Xaverian House, and he awaited God’s final call to 

him at the Mediplex Nursing Home in nearby Beverly.  He died there on 

May 29, 1996. 

 

 

 

M A Y   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER IGNATIUS  (William Newitt) 

Born:  Royton, Lancashire, England, May 16, 1902 

Died:  Xaverian College, Manchester, England, May 30, 1980 

 

Brother Ignatius served the Brothers in various domestic capacities but 

none more expertly than in looking after the sick for whom he had an in-

finite degree of patience and care.  He became noted in his later years as 

"the cheerful giver," for as a retired Brother he would do anything for 

anyone inside or outside the community and always with great cheerful-

ness.  Like Mary, to whom he had great devotion, he never sought the 

limelight; he gave Christ to his Brothers and to the world in very small, 

humble ways.  Brother Ignatius was a man who understood the Xaverian 

motto, "In harmony, small things grow," and during his fifty-six years in 

religion, he incarnated this understanding in his life. 

 

M A Y   3 1 
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BROTHER POLYCARP  (Lambert Van Dongen) 

Born:  Schiedam, Holland, October 10, 1839 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 31, 1870 

 

Brother Polycarp was one of the two Brothers sent from Bruges to Bal-

timore in 1866 to join Brothers Paul and Augustine from Louisville in 

the unfinished frame building that was to be St. Mary's Industrial 

School.  In 1870 when typhus broke out, tents were set up on the hill 

where St. Agnes Hospital now stands, and the sick were moved there to 

lessen the chances for contagion.  The epidemic subsided quickly, but 

not before Brother Polycarp fell victim.  In the Memorial History of St. 

Mary's, Doctor Goldsmith wrote:  "Constantly ministering to the sick, 

Brother Polycarp died at his post--fearlessly." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 5l. 

CYRENIAN #6, p. 26. 

 

 

BROTHER MARCIAN  (Arthur M. Reid) 

Born:  Detroit, Michigan, January 24, 1894 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 31, 1967 

 

When Brother Marcian entered Jenkins Memorial Hospital in Baltimore 

because of the effects of senility, no one thought that within one week he 

would be dead from pneumonia.  Mercifully, death ended a protracted 

mental decay hastened by a fall he suffered when he was stationed in 

Bardstown in 1963.  Arthur Reid and his seven other brothers had been 

born in the Corktown section of Detroit.  After his mother's death, the 

family was scattered, and young Arthur was placed in St. Joseph's Home 

which was conducted by the Xaverian Brothers.  While at the home, he 

worked as a delivery boy in a clothing store.  In the fall of 1908, he en-

tered Mt. St. Joseph's as an aspirant.  He received the habit on Septem-

ber 8, 1910.  Six months later he was assigned to St. Paul's School in 

Portsmouth, Virginia, where he remained until 1917.  For the next eight 

years he taught at St. Joseph's School in Somerville.  The year 1925 
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marked for him the beginning of a seventeen-year stretch as a Superior -

- at St. Lawrence Home, Louisville;  Elm Grove, West Virginia; St. Pat-

rick's, Baltimore; and Cathedral School in Richmond.  His longest resi-

dence in one mission was from 1944 to 1962 when he was assigned to 

Leonard Hall.  There he celebrated his golden jubilee in 1960.  He ended 

his Xaverian career where he had begun it, almost fifty-seven years ear-

lier, at Mt. St. Joseph's.  He was seventy-three years old when he died. 

 

M A Y   3 1 

 

BROTHER MARC (Achiel Verhelst) 

Born: Zedelgem, Belgium, November 28, 1908 

Died: Torhout, Belgium, May 31, 1996 

 

A native of Zedelgem, Achiel Verhelst attended St. Leo's Primary 

School which had been opened by the brothers in 1905.  After complet-

ing the eight grades of that school, he went to work on the family farm 

expecting to spend his life as a farmer with a family of his own.  When 

Brother Xavier Vandenweghe (May 1) organized special evening classes 

in agriculture for young adults, Achiel signed up as a student again.  Im-

pressed not only by the content of the classes, but also by the dedication 

of the brothers who were teaching, he applied to enter the congregation 

and on September 8, 1930, he received the habit and took the name Marc 

as a novice at Torhout 

 

Although a member of a teaching congregation, Brother Marc never ex-

ercised the duties of a teacher.  Instead he used his talent for farming  in 

the cultivation of fruits, vegetables and flowers in the large gardens at 

Sint Michiels, Moerkerke, Houthulst and Zedelgem.  In several of these 

communities he also served as cook and procurator. In general he was a 

quiet man of few words, yet he could be enthusiastic when people 

showed a genuine interest in his work and proved to have knowledge 

and appreciation for what he was growing.  He could also speak quite 

frankly and openly with a few friends who were struck by his great sense 

of justice. 
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Such was his regularity, that people in the village claimed that they 

needed no clocks but could rely on the time that Brother Marc was doing 

his shopping.  That regularity, however,  was interrupted one evening in 

the middle of May, 1996 when Brother Marc was suddenly taken to St. 

Rembert's Hospital in Torhout, where he passed peacefully away on the 

afternoon of May 31, just a short time before the Provincial was to pay 

him another visit. 
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BROTHER CAJETAN  (Jeremiah Dahill) 

Born:  Ballyporeen, County Tipperary, Ireland, May, 1889 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 1, 1921 

 

Brother Cajetan entered the Congregation from Whitman, Massachu-

setts, on May 5, 1910, when he was twenty-one.  When he was assigned 

to teach, he seemed lost.  No one could diagnose his troubles.  They just 

were.  Because he was a failure in the classroom, no Superior wanted 

him, and he did not remain long in one place.  Not physically strong 

enough to be put to other labor, it was a problem for the Provincial to 

find both place and occupation for him.  According to Brother Julian, 

this man's life presents a striking lesson:  "Man did not want him, but 

God did, and finally took him after months of patient waiting, for he was 

dying on his feet." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 406. 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCISCUS  (Edgar Thomas Hartney) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, September 11, 1904 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, June 1, 1964 

 

A Xaverian for thirty-three years, Brother Franciscus spent twenty-six of 

those years in his native Brooklyn--twelve at St. Matthew's, two at Holy 

Cross, and the last dozen years of his life at Holy Name, his home par-

ish.  Entering in 1931 when he was twenty-seven, he did not possess 

enough high school credits to enter the scholasticate, so he began instead 

a long, hard program, not completed until 1944, of attending Mt. St. Jo-

seph summer courses, both for his high school and junior college credits.  

He eventually received an AB from St. John's University in 1950 and an 

MS in Education from Fordham University shortly before he died.  Taci-

turn and reserved, he contributed to the life of the community by letting 

his wink express what he had left unsaid.  He was never ruffled.  When 
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he learned that he had cancer, he confided to a friend, "I am glad it is 

this way.  I have a long time to get ready and to do some of the things I 

have left undone."  After having patiently endured repeated surgery in 

his last four years, he died at age fifty-nine at Brooklyn Methodist Hos-

pital. 
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BROTHER JULIUS (Paul J. Mahoney) 

Born  Louisville, Kentucky, October 13, 1929 

Died   Louisville, Kentucky, June 1, 1999 

 

A graduate of Flaget High School in Louisville, Kentucky, Brother Jul-

ius entered the Congregation at Old Point.  After graduating from the 

Catholic University with a degree in chemistry, he began his teaching 

career at Mount St. Joseph in Baltimore.  He made stops along the way 

at Our Lady of Good Counsel in Wheaton and at St. Joseph’s Prep in 

Bardstown where he was a member of the faculty when the school 

closed.  In 1968 he began his longest assignment in our schools, eight-

een years at St. X.  When Julie retired from St. X, he did something ra-

ther remarkable for a Xaverian Brother, he went to work in the Jefferson 

County Public Schools at Central High School.  That was definitely a 

new world for Brother Julius, but he adapted to it rather well.   

 

When he finally retired from teaching, he devoted his time to volunteer 

work.  A particularly adept carpenter and handyman, Julius gave count-

less hours in his retirement to Habitat for Humanity building houses for 

those who couldn’t afford them.  Because he was incredibly humble and 

a somewhat shy man, many people didn’t know how much Julie did for 

others, but at his funeral many stories were told of his incredible acts of 

kindness for people he loved and for people he didn’t even know.   

 

Julie died at the Ryken House in Louisville, Kentucky after a long battle 

with cancer, a battle which Julius fought as a religious man who knew 

what he was about.   Those who knew Julie knew that nothing ever 

frightened him, and death was no exception.  His former students re-

member him as a superb teacher who was firm but fair. 

 

Julie was devoted to his family, and his family was devoted to him.  

During the last month of his life his brothers and sister were in constant 

attendance at the Ryken House and his brother was with him when he 
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died.  Julius’ sister, Sister Mary Agnes Mahoney of the Sisters of 

Loretto, taught for years at Trinity High School in Louisville.  These two 

Mahoneys, brother and sister, certainly did more than their fair share for 

Catholic education in the city of their birth. 

 

In keeping with Julie’s character, he always did things his own particular 

way, he was cremated and his ashes were buried in the Brothers’ ceme-

tery at St. X.    
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J U N E   1 

 

BROTHER WALTER (André Custers) 

Born:  Knokke, Belgium, May 22, 1928 

Died:  Knokke, Belgium, June 1, 2012 

 

Brother Walter (André Custers) was born in Knokke, and he died there 

in the palliative care unit of the hospital after 67 years as a Xaverian 

Brother. He celebrated his 84th birthday on 22 May, and had received 

the sacrament of the sick with nine Brothers at his side. A priest Walter 

had known from Congo administered the sacrament.  

 

Brother Walter entered the postulancy on 1 March 1945, and was re-

ceived into the novitiate and invested with the holy habit on 30 August 

of that year. He made his first profession of vows on that same date in 

1947 and professed perpetual vows three years later on 30 August 1950. 

A year later, in 1951, Brother Walter was missioned to the Belgian Con-

go where he happily spent the next 42 years of his religious life, return-

ing to Belgium in 1993.  

 

Many of his years in Congo were spent in Kasenga where, in addition to 

teaching, Walter’s main occupation was overseeing the large farm the 

Brothers had as part of that mission. The farm supplied meat and vege-

tables for the Brothers and the school, as well as for the Sisters of Chari-

ty of Ghent and the Salesian Fathers in Kasenga. If ever a Brother loved 

his mission, Brother Walter loved Kasenga, and the people of Kasenga 

loved him. He learned their local dialect, Bemba, and so was able to 

speak with his farm workers and the locals in their native tongue. When 

we withdrew from Kasenga in the 1970’s, Walter transferred to Likasi 

until his return to Belgium. Brother Walter was delighted when our 

Congolese confreres returned to take up the mission in Kasenga in 2009.  

 

A humble man, imbued with a spirit of hospitality, Walter was a wel-

coming presence at the Brothers’ house in Knokke. In spite of deafness 

caused by years of taking quinine in Congo, he loved to regale visitors 
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with stories of his days in Kasenga, punctuated by his large smile and 

nodding of his head.  He continued to help the missions in Congo in his 

small workshop in the Brothers’ residence where he carved wooden pic-

ture frames for sale at local fairs.  Before cancer slowed him down, he 

was often seen riding his bicycle around the village visiting family and 

friends, or introducing visitors from abroad to his beloved countryside 

around Knokke. 

 

Walter accepted the diagnosis of cancer with the same acceptance he had 

for other difficulties in his life; he did not like it; he would fight it, but 

he accepted it with the obedience of one who saw it as all part of God’s 

plan for him.  When the treatments were no longer effective, he once 

again placed himself in God’s care and made the decision to receive pal-

liative care and to have his fellow missionary from the Congo provide 

him with the last rites of the church.  

 

No doubt, when Brother Walter reached heaven he was greeted with a 

welcome "tua santa!", the Bemba for "thank you" for the way he made 

God's love manifest in his life as a Xaverian Brother, and especially his 

missionary years in Kasenga.  

  



359 

J U N E   2 

 

 

BROTHER LEONARD  (Anthony Ratte) 

Born:  Altenruthen, Prussia, March 20, 1850 

Died:  Altenruthen, Prussia, June 2, 1916 

 

Joining the community in Bruges on September 12, 1868, when he was 

eighteen, Brother Leonard spent his days with us working at Mayfield 

and Clapham.  In 1914 when he was stationed in London, he went home 

to Germany for a visit.  Caught there at the outbreak of World War I, he 

had to remain.  It was not until the War was over that the community 

found out that Brother Leonard had died in 1916. 

 

 

BROTHER HIERONYMUS  (Henry Borstel) 

Born:  Haarlem, Holland, April 7, 1874 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, June 2, 1917 

 

After a postulancy of three years, Brother Hieronymus received the habit 

on September 5, 1891.  He was then only seventeen.  He developed into 

an industrious student, an inspiring teacher, and an excellent religious.  

His field was linguistics.  He was at home in Dutch, of course, French, 

German, Latin, and Russian, his special delight.  A lung condition car-

ried him off in his early forties.  On the day he died, he suddenly re-

membered the prescribed spiritual reading and insisted that he be helped 

to do it. 

 

 

BROTHER KENNETH  (John J. Baker) 

Born:  New Brunswick, New Jersey, June 23, 1902 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 2, 1957 

 

Brother Kenneth's sudden passing from a heart attack when he was pre-

sumed to be convalescing satisfactorily was a shock to all who had the 
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good fortune to have lived with him.  In the classroom and out of it, he 

was a skilled teacher who could always be counted on for excellent re-

sults.  As a director of school plays, he had the professional know-how.  

Blessed with community spirit, a sense of the ridiculous, a capacity for 

hard work, and an eagerness to help wherever he could, Brother Kenneth 

was a wonderful Xaverian.   He died three weeks before his fifty-fifth 

birthday. 
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J U N E   2 

 

 

BROTHER GUY (Herbert L. Behenna) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts,  December 10, 1915 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, June 2, 2001 

 

A Somerville native, Herbert L. Behenna entered the Novitiate in 1933, 

taking the name Brother Guy. A graduate of St. Joseph’s Juniorate in 

1933, he completed college at Catholic University with a Bachelor of 

Science degree. Catholic University awarded him a Masters in Science 

in 1950. His record of graduate work, in a variety of settings, extends 

from 1938 to 1988.  

 

After two years at St. Teresa's in Brooklyn, he took on the formidable 

challenge of Director of Residents for the last six of his eleven years at 

Mount St. Joseph, before leaving for a six year stint at St. X in 1950. 

Prior to going to Manchester, England, in 1959 for five years as Director 

of the Juniorate, he was Director of the community at Cardinal Hayes in 

the Bronx, NY. After a year at St. Joseph Regional in Montvale, NJ, in 

1964-65, and a year on faculty at Xaverian College in Silver Spring, 

MD, Brother Guy served in two ministries at the provincialate in Milton, 

MA, as Vocation Director (1966-71) and Province Coordinator for the 

Retired and Infirm (1981-94), with a ten year assignment to Notre Dame 

in Utica between them. His final years were years of devotion to his con-

freres in retirement at Xaverian House in Danvers. 

 

His love flowed in many directions, especially to his family of thirteen; 

he was a joy to them, and they to him. He also had great devotion to the 

Eucharist and made visits to chapel, after meals and before walks, pray-

ing for his confreres living and dead as well as for his may relatives and 

friends.  

 

 

BROTHER LONGIN (Roger Hennebert) 
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Born: Veurne, Belgium, January 27, 1907 

Died: Bruges, Belgium,  June 2, 2004 

 

Having entered the congregation on January 6, 1923, Brother Longin 

had been a Xaverian Brother for more than 80 years. He spend his whole 

teaching career at the Institute in Bruges as a patient and persistent 

teacher of geometry.   

 

Although possessed of a great intellect, no job was too lowly for him.  

His life was one of amiable simplicity which showed itself equally in his 

relations with confreres as well as with his students and all those who 

came into contact with him. 

 

On June 1, 2004 while sitting in the house chapel he fell from his chair, 

and, although revived by the emergency service, he passed away in the 

hospital on the following day. 
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J U N E   2 

 

BROTHER DISMAS (Robert Emmet McAuliffe) 

Born: Brooklyn, N.Y., June 5, 1922 

Died: Danvers, MA, June 2, 2008  

 

Born in Brooklyn and raised in Holy Name parish, Robert McAuliffe 

first encountered our Brothers in Sunday school at Holy Name where 

Brother Urban Kelly was in charge.  Following his brother to Saint Mi-

chael’s, Robert found that the affection he had for the Brothers at Holy 

Name only increased during his years at Saint Michael’s.  On his grad-

uation from Saint Michael’s, he attended Saint John’s University in an 

accelerated program because of World War II.  As his graduation from 

Saint John’s approached, he wrote to the Xaverian Brothers to request 

admission.  He entered at Old Point on September 18, 1942, in Brother 

Kevin’s first full class of novices.  He received the Holy Habit and the 

name Dismas on the feast of Saint Joseph in 1943.  He retained the name 

and a great affection for Saint Dismas all of his life. 

 

Because he had his degree before he entered, he was sent out as a novice 

first to Saint X and then to Mount Saint Joseph where he taught the 7
th

 

and 8
th

 grade together. After his profession, Dismas was assigned first to 

the Juniorate on Oak Hill in Peabody and then to Keith Academy where 

he was very happy because it was a small school where the Brothers got 

to know the boys very well.  There he began his master’s degree at Bos-

ton College, traveling on Saturdays and after school on the Boston and 

Maine Railroad to North Station.  

 

In 1950 Dismas was reassigned in the middle of the school year to 

Mount Saint Joseph where he began to work with the boarders and teach 

sociology and English.  By his own description, Dismas was a “utility 

infielder,” teaching and prefecting whatever and wherever the principal 

and superior desired.  He ultimately became the Director of Residents in 

the waning days of the boarding school at the Mount, a place where the 

alumni still remember him with great affection. 
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From the Mount he went to Rome for theological studies at Jesus Magis-

ter program of the Lateran University and lived at the Generalate.  Of 

those years Dismas said, “I can say the lowest form of religious life is a 

student Brother living at the Generalate.” 

 

Returning to the United States with his theological education, he was 

first assigned to Good Counsel and helped out in Windsor at the renewal 

program there.  He was then assigned to be the assistant novice master to 

Brother Placidus at the Sacred Heart Novitiate beginning a ten year peri-

od of working with novices and scholastics.  Dismas had the sad task of 

closing Xaverian College in June of 1971 when the last scholastics 

moved off the campus.   

 

If Dismas spent the first half of his religious life in the formation of the 

young, he spent the last half of his religious life in the formation of the 

elderly, first as the Director of Retirement and Aging in the 

Provincialate of Brother Philip Dougherty, then on the staff of Catholic 

University in the National Catholic School of Social Science, during 

which time he designed programs for clergy and religious on preparation 

for retirement.  In 1982 Dismas traveled south to Sarasota, Florida where 

he became the Director of Public Information for the Senior Friendship 

Center where he also coordinated the volunteer program.  Retiring to 

Ryken House in 2003,  Dismas moved to Xaverian House when Ryken 

House was being refurbished and decided to stay north despite his dis-

like of cold weather.  At Xaverian House he continued to grow old 

gracefully and graciously.  

 

Dismas described himself in his youth as a “utility infielder,” and that 

metaphor certainly applies to his entire life.  Dismas was the quintes-

sence of the loyal Xaverian Brother, willing to do always whatever the 

Congregation asked of him and whatever was best for the good of oth-

ers.  He was among the most thoughtful and generous of Xaverians, a 

man who truly wore himself out in the service of God and who died as 

gracefully and as peacefully as he had lived. 
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J U N E   3 

 

 

BROTHER PATRICK  (Joseph Sullivan) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, June 17, 1890 

Died:  Manchester, England, June 3, 1956 

 

Receiving the habit in his nineteenth year on New Year's Day in 1909, 

Brother Patrick was off to Bruges to serve under Brother Bernard Greg-

son, who was "Barney" when out of earshot.  He got back to England in 

1914 but not before he and Brother Laurence (January 4) and the Eng-

lish boys summering at Heist joined the refugees in the long hike to Cal-

ais and the sight of a Channel steamer.  Brother Patrick taught at Bright-

on and at Deeping and was in charge of the help at Xaverian College in 

Manchester when he died two weeks before his sixty-sixth birthday. 

J U N E   4 

 

 

BROTHER MATTHIAS  (Theodore Hagemann) 

Born:  Kirchellen, Prussia, December 17, 1835 

Died:  Mayfield, England, June 4, 1902 

 

Brother Matthias, brother of Brother Anselm of the American Province 

(July 18) and of "Little Henry" Hagemann, who died at home in 

Kirchellen (January 26), received the habit on December 8, 1856.  In 

1858 he was one of those chosen for Louisville when the Founder 

planned to withdraw all the pioneers and to start over again with Brother 

Stanislaus as the head of the new community.  Actually, he went to Eng-

land with Brother Paul, the Superior in Louisville, who had been re-

called.  At St. Augustine's in Manchester, he pronounced vows on May 

31, 1860, into the hands of Father Benoit, a priest from Bruges who was 

among the first to volunteer for the English mission and who sponsored 

the Xaverians when they had to leave Bury, their first mission.  Trained 

as a teacher before he entered, he was a key man in the pioneer days in 

England where he lived for forty-four years.  He served as Superior at 
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both Manchester and Mayfield and was also a member of the Provincial 

Council. 

 

J U N E   6 

 

BROTHER BARTHOLOMEW  (Francis Wijnhoven) 

Born:  Gemert, Holland, September 9, 1846 

Died:  Mayfield, England, June 6, 1894 

 

Brother Bartholomew entered at Bruges in June, 1869, a few days after 

his twenty-third birthday, and received the habit that December 3rd.  He 

was one of the many Brothers from Belgium assigned to the English 

Province.  He was the tailor at Mayfield where his assistant was Brother 

Joseph.  He was the kindest of men and would put himself out to help 

anyone.  Brother Bernardine Barry (April 16) attributed his vocation in 

large part to the example of men like Brother Bartholomew. 

 

 

J U N E   6 

 

 

BROTHER ALFRED  (J. Robert Cummings) 

Born:  Corbin, Kentucky, August 20, 1915 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 6, 1974 

 

Brother Alfred, like his brother, Brother Lucas, was a legendary hero in 

the chronicles of athletic prowess at the juniorate in Peabody, Massachu-

setts.  In 1972 he suffered a heart attack.  Recuperation had brought him 

back to the point of returning to the classroom when death came to him 

in his sleep in his fifty-ninth year, his fortieth in the Congregation. 

 

 

BROTHER GILES (Charles A Crowell) 

Born:  January 26, 1928, Newton Center, Massachusetts 

Died:  June 6, 2014, Louisville, Kentucky 
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Brother Giles died peacefully on June 6, 2014 at the age of 86, his 68th 

year in religious life. For the past number of years while living at Ryken 

House, he had been suffering with the effects of emphysema and chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease.  

 

Brother Giles entered the Congregation in 1946, after completing school 

at St. Joseph’s Juniorate in Peabody, MA. He had gone to the Juniorate 

after finishing up at The Working Boys Home in Newton Highlands, 

MA where he was sent as a young boy after his mother had died and his 

father was not able to raise him and his brother on his own. Brother 

Giles had a long and fruitful career as a teacher, coach, counselor, men-

tor and friend to many.  

 

He began his teaching career at Flaget High School, Louisville and then 

went on to work at three of the boarding schools the Brothers ran at that 

time – St. John’s Prep in Danvers, St. Joseph Prep in Bardstown and 

Ryken High School in Leonardtown. He went on to teach at the relative-

ly new Our Lady of Good Counsel HS, (then in Wheaton, Maryland) be-

fore joining the faculty at St. Xavier High School, Louisville, his longest 

assignment.  

 

The Xaverian Brothers’ attribute of “enduring personal relationships” 

could have been written with Brother Giles in mind. Long after he had 

taught some young men in high school he kept contact with them 

throughout their lives. For many years he would travel back to New 

England to play some rounds of golf with former students from St. 

John’s Prep. Although restricted in later years to life with a walker or an 

electric cart/wheel chair, he continued his ministry as a Xaverian Brother 

– in these years his was a ministry of prayer.  

 

  



368 

J U N E   7 

 

 

BROTHER ADRIAN  (Alban Greenwell) 

Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, May 10, 1872 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 7, 1901 

 

Brother Adrian entered the Congregation at the age of seventeen and 

died a month after his twenty-ninth birthday, having spent twelve years 

with us.  As a teacher, he had been stationed at St. Patrick's in Baltimore 

and East Boston, Lawrence, and Lowell, Massachusetts.  While teaching 

at Lowell, he had to have one eye removed to save the sight in the other.  

Later, he showed signs of tuberculosis, and he was permitted to spend 

some time with his people in his native Kentucky.  Assigned then to St. 

Mary's Industrial School, he was placed in charge of supervising the 

work of the young Brothers.  His health continued to fail, and after a 

long struggle he died peacefully at Mt. St. Joseph's.  The Mass of Requi-

em was celebrated without the body present.  Because of construction 

and renovation being done to the main building at the Mount, the chapel 

windows had been boarded to prevent their being damaged.  Embalming 

not then being the custom, the extremely warm weather and the virtual-

ly-enclosed chapel rendered it wise to keep Brother Adrian's remains in 

the library where the wake had been conducted. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 288-289. 

 

 

BROTHER RALPH  (Richard J. Griffin) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, October 14, 1916 

Died:  Bangor, Maine, June 7, 1967 

 

Brother Ralph, from St. Joseph's School in Somerville and the juniorate 

in Peabody, received the habit on August 15, 1934, at Old Point Com-

fort.  Specializing in romance languages, he graduated from Catholic 

University in 1939 and later received his Master's degree from St. John's 

University in Brooklyn.  He was able and versatile.  Although his field 
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was French and Spanish, he swung over to math when needed.  His 

teaching assignments included three years at St. Michael's Diocesan HS, 

five years at St. X, one year at Cardinal Hayes where he taught mechani-

cal drawing, and two separate stays at Archbishop Stepinac in White 

Plains.  A skilled craftsman with hammer and saw, Brother Ralph could 

also train and direct a glee club as he did for the four years he was sta-

tioned at St. John's Prep in Danvers.  From 1956 to 1959 he was Princi-

pal of Mission High School.  His last two years were spent teaching 

French and math at John Bapst High School in Bangor.  With no history 

of a coronary problem, he collapsed in the corridor outside the Brothers' 

community room, the victim of a heart attack.  He had been working 

outdoors on the lawns when he became ill and had come indoors for as-

sistance.  His death was almost instantaneous.  Brother Ralph was fifty 

years of age and had been one of us for thirty-three years. 

 

 

J U N E   8 

 

 

BROTHER ZACHARY  (Raymond L. Shore) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, May 14, 1893 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 8, 1957 

 

Brother Zachary passed away a few days after Brother Kenneth Baker 

but not so unexpectedly.  He entered on New Year's Day, 1915, and 

spent his religious life at Mt. St. Joseph's where he was for years in 

charge of maintenance.  When his heart condition manifested itself, he 

assisted in the school cafeteria.  "Old Zach" was a model of regularity 

and devotion. 

 

 

BROTHER KEVIN  (Arthur Harte) 

Born:  Manchester, England, June 25, 1913 

Died:  Manchester, England, June 8, 1980 
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Neatness and precision were the hallmarks of Brother Kevin's service 

and love of the Brothers over the forty-nine years of his religious life.  

He served at Mayfield, Brighton, Wadhurst, Clapham, and Manchester 

as gardener, groundsman, sacristan, and his dedication to the work the 

Lord had given him to do was total and a source of inspiration to his 

Brothers. 
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J U N E   9 

 

 

BROTHER ALOYSIUS  (Francis Walsh) 

Born:  Halifax, Nova Scotia, November 20, 1884 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 9, 1905 

 

Brother Aloysius attended the Fitton School which the Brothers con-

ducted in East Boston.  In 1898 he went to the juniorate at St. John's in 

Danvers, and there he was invested with the habit on September 8, 1900.  

Shortly afterward, his class was moved to the Novitiate in Baltimore.  In 

1903 he was missioned to Louisville, but he had to be removed in 1904 

when tuberculosis developed.  He lingered for a year at the Mount be-

fore his death in 1905 at the age of twenty.  Brother Julian Ryan, who 

had charge of the novices at St. Xavier's in Louisville, testified that 

Brother Aloysius bore his name with the  luster of his holy patron. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 294. 

 

 

BROTHER SULPICIUS  (Nicholas Charles Cross) 

Born:  Sandusky, Ohio, May 10, 1868 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, June 9, 1931 

 

At the age of seventeen, Nicholas Charles Cross was a catechist and in-

structor to a group of parochial and high school age boys at his home 

parish in Sandusky.  For a few years he would work as an office assis-

tant for the New York Central Railroad where his father and two older 

brothers were employed.  While visiting a local rectory, he read a book-

let called "A Xaverian Brother."  A few weeks later, on May 3, 1889, 

one week before his twenty-first birthday, he entered our novitiate under 

Brother Cajetan.  Brother Sulpicius always considered himself fortunate 

to begin his teaching career at St. Xavier's because of the personal asso-

ciation it brought with the pioneer Brothers who were among the first 

companions of the Founder.  In 1906 Brother Sulpicius was appointed 

Superior at St. Joseph's in Somerville.  While there he raised a few of his 
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confreres' eyebrows by attending summer school at Harvard University, 

then under the modernistic tendencies of its President, Dr. Charles Eliot.  

Brother Sulpicius urged Brother Isidore that the time was opportune for 

the Brothers to begin advanced educational courses.  The Somerville 

house became the summer school center.  In 1911, Brother Sulpicius 

was sent to direct the fortunes of the newly-purchased Old St. Joseph 

College property in Bardstown, Kentucky.  Besides being Superior and 

Director, he did all the office work, directed the boys' choir, and taught 

math, chemistry, English and stenography.  For two years, 1917 and 

1918, Brother Sulpicius was Director of Studies at Mt. St. Joseph's in 

Baltimore.  High blood pressure caused frequent nasal hemorrhages, so 

he was given lighter duties as spiritual director of the postulants at the 

Juniorate in Peabody, a post he held until his death in 1931.  He was 

found dead in his room fifteen minutes after he had said "Good Night" in 

the community room.  Brother Sulpicius had lived in the community for 

forty-two years, the delight or the despair of all who had dealings with 

him.  He was the non-conformist who did nothing because it was the 

thing to do.  He held unorthodox opinions, and he delighted in silencing, 

if he could, all objectors. 

CYRENIAN #11 by Brother Adalbert 
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J U N E   9 

 

 

BROTHER FABER  (Joseph H. Donohue) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, May 8, 1903 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 9, 1968 

 

Joseph Donohue attended St. John's School on Temple St. in Worcester 

before traveling to Old Point Comfort College where aspirants to the 

Congregation attended classes with the regular high school students.  

This was the famed "O.P.C.C." which would shine tonight and for many 

years in a kind of nostalgic glow for "Joe" Faber as he was known for 

most of his professional career.  It was a Booth Tarkington world in the 

aftermath of World War I.  Brother Pachomius (July 20) and then Broth-

er Theodore (September 19) had charge of the aspirants, "Pop" Maurice 

(April 10) calculated the weight of the universe, and a series of other in-

structors tried to instill the foundations of education into the unruly lot 

of youngsters, most of whom had been drawn from Xaverian elementary 

schools in New England.  With the transfer of the novitiate from the 

Mount to Fortress Monroe, Brother Faber did not have to leave Old 

Point, and his class was the first to receive the habit in the new location.  

Brother Faber began his teaching career at St. Peter's in Norfolk and St. 

Mary's in Richmond.  In 1926, with an almost unheard of thrust into 

secondary education, Brother Provincial Paul opened simultaneously 

three high schools--St. Michael's in Brooklyn; Mission Church High 

School in Roxbury, and Keith Academy in Lowell.  Brother Faber, who 

had a high school education, far more than most of his predecessors, was 

recruited as a pioneer in this undertaking, and for the next twenty years, 

he taught elementary Latin at St. Michael's Diocesan High School.  The 

school had a student body of 500, and until 1946 just about every boy 

who entered was a pupil of Brother Faber.  In the afternoons he played 

basketball in the school yard, the game revolving about his nearly sta-

tionary figure poised between the two baskets.  It was probably the best 

example of the conservation of energy one could imagine.  When Broth-

er Faber was transferred to St. X in 1946, he little thought it would be 
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his last mission, but he was destined to remain there for the final twenty-

two years of his life.  His last days were a battle against cancer, a battle 

he lost at the age of sixty-five at St. Joseph's Infirmary in Louisville.  

Brother Faber was a man of few words and many friends.  He was espe-

cially welcome at alumni gatherings. 
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J U N E   9 

 

 

BROTHER MICHAEL WIDA (Brother Dominic) 

Born: Cornwall, Pennsylvania, July 22, 1916 

Died: Venice, Florida, June 9, 2001 

 

 

Brother Michael Wida was a man on the move.  In a forty-three year ca-

reer from 1940 until 1983, he had thirteen missions, many lasting one or 

two years.  His longest assignment was at Mount Saint Joseph where he 

was missioned for twenty-two years over three separate assignments.  

His teaching fields were Math and Industrial Arts, but he is better re-

membered for his maintenance work at Good Counsel and the Mount.  

Retiring in 1983 to Leonardtown, he spend fourteen years there before 

moving to a retirement facility in Florida.  He spent the last months of 

his life at the Bon Secours Nursing Center in Venice, Florida.  At his 

death he had been a Xaverian for sixty-seven years. 

 

Although Brother Michael was not always a joy in community life, he 

was a man of deep faith which he had received from his immigrant par-

ents and which he had nurtured in his sixty-seven years as a religious.  

He was buried from the chapel at Mount Saint Joseph, the scene of his 

labor for so many years.     
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J U N E   9 

 

BROTHER RENÉ (René Marchand) 

Born: Klerken, Belgium April 6, 1912 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, June 9, 2004. 

 

After entering the congregation on February 2, 1929, Brother René  had 

a long career of service in our schools at Heist, Bruges, Menen and 

Zedelgem  Most often he served as a teacher in the classroom, but sever-

al times he was called upon to take the positions of leadership in the 

school as well as to be superior of the community.  

 

In addition to his schoolwork he was also involved in such extracurricu-

lar activities as school bus driver, stage director, leader of a boys' choir, 

librarian or president of the local cultural 'Davidsfondssection'. 

 

In  1990 he moved to the Landhuis in Sint-Michiels, where he served as 

treasurer with the same zeal as he showed throughout his life. After the 

death  of Brother Longin (June 2) at the age of 97, Brother René was the 

oldest brother in the congregation, but only for seven days. He suc-

cumbed to a heart attack on June 9, 2004. 

  



377 

J U N E   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER PIERRE  (Andre Schepens) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, March 16, 1912 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, June 10, 1964 

 

Brother Pierre died at the Minnewater Hospital opposite the Institute in 

Bruges in his fifty-third year, his thirty-sixth in the Congregation.  He 

had taught at Houthulst, Zedelgem, Knokke, and St. James School in 

Bruges where he was the Headmaster.  To foster and promote the apos-

tolic activities of his pupils, he founded at Zedelgem and at Bruges 

branches of the Chi Rho Association.  His career ended suddenly in 

1964.  He was suffering from cancer, and the disease spread rapidly. 

Brother Pierre bore his sufferings with resignation. 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES L. SULLIVAN  (Brother Valerius) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, November 8, 1930 

Died:  Milton, Massachusetts, June 10, 1988 

 

Born on Mission Hill, Brother James was educated in the schools of the 

Mission Church, a parish which nurtured so many Xaverian vocations.  

He was proud of his Boston Irish Catholic heritage and remained all his 

life a loyal son of Mission Hill.  Loyalty and Jim Sullivan were synony-

mous.  After his novitiate he was missioned at the C.Y.O. Home in De-

troit where Brother Ivan Corkery was the boss.  Both of these men were 

"straight shooters," and a friendship blossomed which lasted until Broth-

er Ivan's death in 1978.  After receiving his Bachelor's degree at the 

University of Detroit, Brother James was sent to Cardinal Hayes where 

he taught business subjects.  In 1965 he became the first Director of 

Guidance at the newly-founded Xavier High School in Middletown.  By 

his own admission he left a part of his heart in Middletown, and, fitting-

ly, the guidance suite at Xavier is named in his memory.  After leaving 

Xavier in 1969, he became the Superior at Notre Dame, Utica.  After 
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Utica he began a long career in provincial administration serving as Vic-

ar Provincial, Provincial and Provincial Treasurer.  As a Superior and 

Provincial Brother James was a "no nonsense" kind of man, but he never 

let that get in the way of his heart.  He knew when a Brother needed a 

gentle and listening heart or when a Brother needed a good kick.  He 

adapted to the needs of the moment.  His dear friend, Brother Peter Fitz-

patrick, in his announcement of Brother James' death to the Central 

Province, perhaps summed him up the best: 

 

Jim was first and always a Xaverian Brother.  Position and title really 

meant nothing to him.  Care, concern, and service to his Brothers meant 

everything.  Loyalty was his second name, loyalty to the Congregation.  

He asked for it, demanded it, of his brothers, and he gave it unflinching-

ly. 

 

Fittingly, Brother James was buried from the Mission Church where he 

had been baptized and where he had received the sacraments so often.  

The large contingent of Xaverians present at his funeral was the com-

munity's final tribute to this most loyal of Xaverian Brothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J U N E   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES  (Henry Wernecke) 

Born:  Dulson, Prussia, April 5, 1844 

Died:  Mayfield, England, June 12, 1919 

 

The priest who accompanied Candidate James Wernecke from Germany 

to Bruges thought so highly of this coal-miner that he introduced him 

with, "I bring you a saint."  Brother Vincent was not overly impressed.  
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The candidate was twenty-five years old; he had been so severely in-

jured in the mines that his leg was three years in healing; he did not 

seem to possess average intelligence.  But who wants to risk parting 

company with a saint!  James Wernecke was accepted on February 18, 

1869, but he was not given the habit until August 26, 1873.  He inherited 

the name "James" from James Schmitt, one of the Founder's earliest dis-

ciples who had died the previous June 21st.  He remained a novice for 

twenty-five years, until August 12, 1898.  In the English Province he as-

sisted Brother Giles at the Hammersmith Training School.  When the 

Brothers were withdrawn, he went to Mayfield where he assisted Broth-

er John in the laundry.  Brother James lived to be seventy-five and to 

celebrate his golden jubilee in the Congregation. 
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J U N E   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER FLANNAN (Daniel Markey Hallinan) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, May 21, 1937 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, June 12, 2003 

 

A graduate of Saint Teresa’s in Brooklyn, Daniel Hallinan attended the 

Juniorate in Peabody and entered the Congregation at Old Point in July 

of 1956, receiving the Holy Habit and the name Flannan on the follow-

ing September 8
th

, the Feast of the Nativity of Mary.  When most Broth-

ers returned to their baptismal names in 1968, Flannan chose to remain 

Flannan. He received his Bachelor’s degree from the University of De-

troit while he was working at Don Bosco Hall where the redoubtable 

Brother Ivan Corkery was in charge.  Flannan began his teaching career 

at Leonard Hall in 1962, and, in 1970, he became the principal of Holy 

Name School in Brooklyn after the Brothers had officially withdrawn 

from the parish.  From 1974 until 2001 he worked at Xaverian High 

School in a number of capacities.  He was principal of the night school 

which had a multiplicity of programs for adults.  He was also the princi-

pal of the summer school and director of the bookstore.  The president of 

Xaverian High School at the time of Brother Flannan’s death, Sal 

Ferrera, noted that Flannan was also “the social director” of Xaverian 

High School, organizing parties and social occasions for the faculty.  

Flannan was in charge of “morale boosting!”  

 

While he was in grammar school at Saint Teresa’s, Flannan developed a 

friendship with Tom Cully, a young man from the parish.  They graduat-

ed from Saint Teresa’s together, attended the Juniorate together and en-

tered the Congregation together.  For the last 30 years of Flannan’s life, 

they formed community together.  A beautiful Xaverian fraternity! 

 

Flannan suffered from a serious heart condition during the last years of 

his life, a genetic inheritance from his family.  He died suddenly while 
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visiting friends at the age of 66 in the 47
th

 year of his religious life as a 

Xaverian Brother.                    

 

J U N E   1 3 

 

 

BROTHER RAYMOND  (Wilfred F. Rochford) 

Born:  Sydenham, Kent, England, January 29, 1888 

Died:  Mayfield, Sussex, England, June 13, 1962 

 

Wilfred Francis Rochford, an old Mayfield boy, became Brother Ray-

mond on New Year's Day in 1909 in his twenty-first year.  He pro-

nounced final vows on September 8, 1910.  During his fifty-three years 

in the Congregation, he was Superior at Mayfield, Brighton, and Bootle.  

Elected General Councillor in 1939, he left Rome the following year 

when World War II the inevitable had become World War II the reality.  

As a teacher of English and English literature, Brother Raymond was 

unusually successful in the number of "passes" his boys obtained in the 

Government Exams.  On his last day he was up early walking around in 

his room.  He was found dead, kneeling at his bedside. 
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J U N E   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER MAURICIUS  (George Albert Lauer) 

Born:  Chicago, Illinois, February 25, 1894 

Died:  Lira, Uganda, British East Africa, June 15, 1949 

 

Brother Mauricius' first contact with the Xaverian Brothers was indirect-

ly related to the untimely death of his mother at age twenty-seven.  Find-

ing home so empty without her, he prevailed upon his father to let him 

seek happiness elsewhere, and the good man consented.  Leaving Chica-

go in 1912, the eighteen-year old George Lauer found employment in a 

windmill company and as a farmhand in North Dakota.  Fired after sus-

taining a fractured leg in a fall from a farm wagon, he was set adrift 

penniless.  A kindly parish priest allowed him to recuperate at his recto-

ry.  Seeing a SUNDAY VISITOR advertisement for the Xaverian Broth-

ers, he wrote to Novice Master Brother Alphonse and entered at Mt. St. 

Joseph's in 1914 at age twenty.  He began his teaching career in 1916 at 

Leonardtown.  Other assignments would take him to Mission in Rox-

bury, Manchester, New Hampshire; Danvers and St. Michael's in Brook-

lyn.  Brother Mauricius was a superlative athlete, a baseball player non-

pareil, and he coached football at Mission High and St. John's Prep.  He 

was also an excellent student.  He received his AB degree from Notre 

Dame and his MA in foreign languages from Catholic University where 

he was part of the 1928 Xaverian community there.  Several summers 

were spent at the Mount teaching French and German to the Brothers.  

By the time Brother Mauricius was fifty, he had been teaching for thirty 

years.  One day looked pretty much like its predecessor even when he 

was Principal of St. Michael's in Brooklyn.  And then things happened.  

In 1944 he was off with Brothers Vincent Engel (May 25) and Nathanael 

Twombly (August 20) for a three-year stay in the Belgian Congo as a 

war replacement.  It was there in the Congo that God began the fires for 

the final holocaust.  At Jadotville, acute nostalgia and depressing loneli-

ness coupled with the foreign climate and food aggravated an old inter-

nal disorder, and Brother Mauricius suffered physically and mentally.  
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After a year spent at Mayfield College at Sussex in 1947 and 1948, it 

was back to Africa, this time as a member of the first foreign mission 

commitment of the American Province.  On Christmas Eve, 1948, he 

sailed from England to Lira, Uganda, British East Africa.  That June he 

was dead of a heart attack.  Brother Mauricius was the first Xaverian 

from the United States to die on the African Mission. 
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J U N E   1 5 

 

BROTHER ERNAN  (Ernest P. Bradunas) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, May 11, 1914 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 15, 1985 

 

Brother Ernan died peacefully in his sleep at Nazareth Home, the Sisters 

of Charity nursing facility in Louisville, where he had been a patient for 

seven years.  He was seventy-one years of age and had been a member 

of the Congregation for forty-nine years.  After attending St. Mary's In-

dustrial School in Baltimore and St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody, 

Brother Ernan entered Sacred Heart Novitiate at Old Point Comfort on 

January 6, 1936.  He pronounced his final vows at Xaverian College in 

Silver Spring on August 15, 1941.  Obtaining an AB degree from Loyola 

University, Brother Ernan taught the full spectrum of business subjects 

at St. Xavier's in Louisville, St. Mary's Industrial and Mt. St. Joseph's in 

Baltimore, Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx, and John Bapst in Bangor.  His 

last eight active teaching years, 1966 to 1974, were spent at Flaget High 

School in Louisville.  Brother Ernan retired to the Brothers' community 

at St. Xavier's in 1974; four years later he was transferred to the Naza-

reth Home where his last seven years were lived with the aid of an ever-

present oxygen tank. 
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J U N E   1 5  

 

BROTHER JONATHAN (Edward J. Letzelter) 

Born:  Wheeling, West Virginia, March 4, 1907 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 15, 2000 

 

Born in Wheeling, West Virginia and educated by the Xaverians in 

grammar school, Brother Jonathan graduated from Mount St. Joseph 

High School in Baltimore in 1925.  Four years later, he entered the No-

vitiate at Old Point.  Brother Jonathan belonged to that group of Brothers 

who obtained their degrees by degrees.  He was in the Community for 

22 years before he attained his Bachelor’s degree from St. John’s Uni-

versity, but he attained his Master’s degree there only three years later. 

 

With very brief stops at St. Xavier in Louisville and St. John’s in 

Worcester, Brother Jonathan spent most of the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s 

on the “grammar school circuit.”  He gave 31 years to the grammar 

schools which we staffed in the Diocese of Brooklyn, his longest as-

signment being 12 years at St. Teresa’s (1945-1957).  With Brother 

Alphonsus as Superior at St. Teresa’s, Brother Jonathan was “the old 

man” in a community of largely temporary professed Brothers.   They 

came and went, but Jonathan remained!  When the last grammar school 

closed, Brother Jonathan went to The Mount and then to Good Counsel 

before retiring to Ryken House in 1982 where he spent the last 18 years 

of his life. 

 

To say that Brother Jonathan was a character is certainly an understate-

ment.  He had his own unique approach to life which was a cause of 

wonder to his Brothers.  He also had his own unique approach to hy-

giene which required that he run the washing machine empty for a full 

cycle before he put his clothes in so that they would not be contaminated 

by any germs left over from the other Brothers’ laundry.  Brother Jona-

than never boarded a plane but also never missed a Community meeting 

or chapter even if that required a Greyhound bus from Louisville to New 

Jersey.  Brother Jonathan’s unique petitions at the Prayers of the Faithful 
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at the morning Mass at Ryken House frequently caused fellow West 

Virginian Brother Eymard McGee (March 18) to respond in a less than 

pious fashion.  Despite his idiosyncrasies, however, it was obvious that 

Brother Jonathan was a man of profound faith and a deeply prayerful 

man at that.  When he died at the age of 93 the Community lost one of 

its great characters. 
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J U N E   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER JOACHIM  (George Greenwell) 

Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, October 7, 1858 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 16, 1889 

 

In the service of God for nine years, Brother Joachim died in Louisville 

at the age of thirty.  At St. Xavier's where he taught the graduating class, 

he was the successor of Brother Isidore (September 5) and the predeces-

sor of two other famous teachers, Brother James (March 28) and Brother 

Julian (April 9).  Brother Joachim was no weak link in the chain.  He 

impressed his religious character on his youthful charges, and he en-

deared himself to the community by his kindly, gentle ways.  His was a 

great and deeply felt loss. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 203. 
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J U N E   1 7 

 

BROTHER LIEVEN (Marcel Coudeville) 

Born: Jabbeke, Belgium, July 14, 1921 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, June 17, 2004. 

 

After many months of suffering from cancer Brother Lieven died at the 

age of 82, having been a Xaverian Brother for 67 years. 

 

He had been a teacher  in Bruges, Knokke, Zedelgem and Heist. He was 

a capable teacher who communicated his subject matter clearly and pa-

tiently. He used this same clarity of explanation in his service as guide 

for visitors to the Church of Our Lady near the Institute in Bruges for 20 

years after he retired from schoolwork. 

 

 

BROTHER VALEER  (Jules Delanghe) 

Born:  Kortemark, April 7, 1920 

Died:  Brugge, June 17, 2010 

 

Brother Valeer entered the Congregation in 1935.  Of the six Delanghe 

children, five became religious.  Three Xaverian Brothers: Brother 

Valeer, Brother Sylveer (March 15) and Brother Oskar (July 3). Another 

brother became an Oblate Brother of Saint Joseph, and one sister be-

came a nun and worked as a missionary in South Africa. 

 

In his 75 years as a Xaverian Brother, Brother Valeer served as a teacher 

in primary education in Houthulst, Brugge and Knokke.  Unfortunately, 

at the age of 46, he had to stop teaching because of severe back prob-

lems.  Yet he continued rendering service as an assistant-treasurer in 

Brugge.  On Sundays and feast days, he played the organ at two Masses 

at the prison in Brugge, and as a faithful member of an association for 

sick and handicapped people, every year, he made a pilgrimage to Our 

Lady of Banneux. 
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In his last days, Brother Valeer needed help for everything, yet on the 

wall of his room hung the prayer of Saint Theresa of Avila:  

 

Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you. 

All things are passing, God never changes. 

Patience obtains all things. 

He who possesses God, lacks nothing: 

God alone suffices. 

 

Having found his sufficiency in God, Brother Valeer now enjoys with 

Him the glory of Jesus’ Resurrection. 
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J U N E   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER DUNSTAN  (Francis I. Kelley) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, October 14, 1884 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, June 18, 1940 

 

Our first foundation in New England was St. Patrick's School in Lowell, 

opened in 1881.  One of the first vocations from this school was that of 

the future Brother Dunstan, who entered as an aspirant at St. John's in 

Danvers on September 24, 1898.  Brother Dunstan, like Brother Fabian 

Lyons, was a minor satellite in the orbit of his fellow-townsmen from 

Lowell:  Brothers James, Paul, and Norbert.  He was one of those des-

tined to exercise authority.  He was only twenty-nine when, at the clos-

ing of the Assumption School, East Boston, he was placed in charge of 

the new community at the Fitton School in the same city.  He succeeded 

to Mt. St. Joseph's at the death and on the recommendation of Brother 

Antoninus Jaquay (January 26), and in 1925 Brother Dunstan was the 

organizer of that institution's golden jubilee.  Before his untimely death 

in his fifty-sixth year, he had also been Superior at the juniorate in Pea-

body and at St. Mary's in Lawrence.  Brother Dunstan was easily 

aroused to indignation, but he was blessed with the ability to forgive and 

forget on the spot and forever. 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL  (Peter Scanlon) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, March 3, 1864 

Died:  Old Point Comfort, Virginia, June 18, 1950 

 

Although born in Lawrence, Brother Paul entered from Lowell in 1885 

when he was twenty-one.  A year after his 1887 profession he was 

placed in charge of St. Joseph's School in Baltimore.  The Brothers 

staffed this school, which was located next to the Camden Station of the 

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, from 1878 to 1893.  Brother Paul next 

served as Master of Novices, a position he held for eight years until he 
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was sent to open and direct Old Point Comfort College in 1898.  He was 

a pioneer and remained the four years that we conducted St. Joseph's 

Agricultural School in Napa County, California, 1903 to 1907.  Return-

ing to Baltimore, he was appointed Superintendent of St. Mary's Indus-

trial School.  Brother Paul remained in this capacity for eighteen years, 

until his appointment as the Fourth American Provincial on August 15, 

1925, at the age of sixty-one.  Twenty-six years earlier, at the General 

Chapter of 1899, Brother General John Chrysostom had in mind to ap-

point Brother Paul as Provincial then, but Brother Paul pleaded that at 

thirty five, he would be too young.  During his three-year Provincialate, 

1925 to 1928, we opened as many high schools, all in 1926:  Keith 

Academy, Lowell; Mission Church High School, Roxbury; and St. 

Michael's Diocesan High School, Brooklyn.  With the death of Brother 

Bernard, the Superior General, in 1928, an Extraordinary General Chap-

ter chose Brother Paul as successor.  It was during his Generalship that 

the Congregation received Papal approval--Brother Bernard had handled 

all the preliminaries--and that the Belgian Province began its work in the 

Congo.  When Brother Paul died he was eighty-six, and within three 

weeks of having completed sixty-five years in the Congregation. 
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J U N E   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER MICHAEL ANGELUS  (James Augustus Abernathy) 

Born:  Houlton, Maine, October 1, 1898 

Died:  Middletown, Connecticut, June 18, 1989 

 

Known as "The Angel" or "The Spirit," Brother Michael Angelus came 

from hearty Maine stock, and he had a stubborn streak as deep as the 

rocks of his native state.  When Brother Michael Angelus entered the 

Brothers in 1917, it took him three days to travel by train from Maine to 

Baltimore, and the Brother who met him at the station was driving a 

horse and buggy.  One of the first Brothers to make novitiate under the 

redoubtable Brother Julian Ryan (April 9), Brother Michael Angelus de-

veloped early a strong devotion to the Blessed Sacrament which lasted 

his entire life.  In his old age he edified the members of his community 

by his faithfulness to prayer.  Every day began and ended for him in the 

small chapel in the Brothers' residence at Middletown. 

Teaching until after his golden jubilee, he began in the grade school cir-

cuit in Baltimore, Virginia, and Brooklyn.  When he made the change to 

high school, he taught business subjects and finally Spanish.  He com-

pleted the work for a Master's degree in Spanish at Boston University 

when he was fifty-five years old.  When he retired from the classroom, 

he began a new career as a Eucharistic minister for local nursing homes.  

This adventure involved his obtaining a driver's license at the age of 

seventy-one.  Driving was an art Brother Michael Angelus never quite 

mastered, and the Brothers received occasional calls from the State Po-

lice about his erratic journeys from Middletown to New Britain. 

Brother Michael Angelus had a deep devotion to his classmates from his 

novitiate days: Brothers Baptist McCarthy (January 20), Dennis Joseph 

Lynch (December 27) and Leonard Francis Hopkins.  It was Brother 

Baptist who once commented affectionately that, "Mike has never really 

had a superior.  He's done what he wanted all his life." 
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Brother Michael Angelus had some very serious illnesses in his life, but 

despite these he lived into his ninety-first year.  One of his favorite say-

ings was, "Our dear Lord and His Blessed Mother are coming for me 

soon."  He began saying this in the early 1950's during his days at Keith 

Academy.  His end, when it did come forty years later, came rather 

quickly.  He had been in a nursing home for some months and was expe-

riencing the angina which made his days so painful, but he had survived 

so much illness that to the Brothers he seemed invincible.  His devotion 

to "Our dear Lord and His Blessed Mother" was the hallmark of Brother 

Michael Angelus' life, and we can be sure that they did come for him at 

last and welcomed him personally to eternal life. 

 

J U N E   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER SABINUS  (Joseph Howard) 

Born:  Rome, Kentucky, October 2, 1881 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 19, 1901 

 

Twelve days after Brother Alban Greenwell died, death claimed young 

Brother Sabinus, a fellow staff-member at St. Mary's Industrial School.  

Joseph Howard joined the Xaverians in 1897 when he was sixteen.  Af-

ter his probation he was sent to St. Mary's Industrial School where tu-

berculosis developed.  Professed on his deathbed on June 2, 1901, he 

passed away seventeen days later. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 289. 
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BROTHER HENRY  (Thomas C. Megivern) 

Born:  Rock Lake, Pennsylvania, February 2, 1869 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, June 19, 1930 

 

Brother Henry was born in Rock Lake, Pennsylvania, a location found in 

the Generalate Archives but not on a 1990 road atlas.  After attending 

the local schools and St. Thomas' College in Scranton, he taught school 

for a few years.  He entered the Congregation on September 24, 1897, 

when he was twenty-eight years of age.  After his novitiate training, he 

was assigned in 1898 to his first mission, St. John's on Temple Street in 

Worcester, when that school for the first time provided instruction on the 

high school level.  A Master of the Classics, Brother Henry taught Latin, 

Greek, and French there for the next twenty years as well as serving as 

the Principal and Superior of the high school section from 1910 to 1918.  

During his years at St. John's, he and Brother Thomas Fitzpatrick 

(March 31) succeeded in making the Catholic boys of Worcester and its 

environs college-conscious.  Brother Henry was also responsible for es-

tablishing the famed Philoponia Literary and Debating Society which 

was a dominant presence in the leagues of Central Massachusetts for 

years.  After serving the young men of Worcester County for two dec-

ades, Brother Henry was transferred to St. John's Prep.  He remained 

there for ten years until, in 1928, he was sent to the Juniorate in Peabody 

because of failing health.  Death came to Brother Henry rather suddenly.  

Having watched a baseball game at the Juniorate, he went to his room 

where he collapsed; he was dead in a few minutes. 

 

 

J U N E   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER EDWIN  (Edwin Cocke) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 26, 1892 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 19, 1940 
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  Attending St. John's Grammar School and St. X in Louisville, Brother 

Edwin was a typical Xaverian Brothers' boy.  On August 15, 1909, he 

was invested with the habit.  During his thirty-one years as a Xaverian, 

Brother Edwin left his mark as a gentle teacher and a devoted worker.  

In community he preached a daily silent sermon on regularity, love of 

the Brotherhood, and zeal for the glory of God.  His face reflected the 

innocence of his life.  Brother Edwin's death at St. Joseph's Infirmary 

was so gentle that the Brothers in attendance thought the patient had 

gone to sleep. 

 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES  (Thomas Earl Mason) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, May 29, 1905 

Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, June 19, 1989 

 

Thomas Mason was one of the many illustrious graduates of St. Joseph's 

School in Somerville who joined the Xaverian Brothers.  On February 1, 

1923, he entered Sacred Heart Novitiate at Old Point Comfort and pro-

fessed vows on August 15, 1928.  Twelve years of teaching passed in 

now all-but-forgotten missions like Clarksburg and Wheeling before 

Brother James could devote himself to studying for his B.S. degree.  

From 1936 to 1938 he lived at St. Joseph's C.Y.O. Home while attending 

Detroit University where he graduated magna cum laude.  (Brother 

James would later spend time studying at Boston College, Johns Hop-

kins, Fordham, and Notre Dame.)  After a brief period at St. John's Dan-

vers, Brother James spent eight years teaching chemistry at St. X from 

1941 to 1949.  While at Mission High, Roxbury (1949 to 1960), the 

Brothers lost their cook; Brother James, who had never spent time in the 

kitchen, picked up a cookbook and began making supper for the Broth-

ers.  In 1960 he went to Malden Catholic and became school treasurer 

when the new M.C. opened in 1968; Brother James would hold this po-

sition until his retirement ten years later.  In 1973 he was presented with 

the Plus Ultra Award from M.C. and cited as a "faithful, independent, 

and honest man, . . . a superlative master of science, whose relentless 
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and determined coaxing of young minds to realize their potential . . .long 

years ago gave him the stature of a legend in the Xaverian schools he 

served."  Brother James, who was always one for rising early, became 

known after his retirement for his "monastic schedule."  Soon after some 

of the brothers had gone to bed, he would be rising to begin his day.  For 

Brother James, a "typical" day would begin at two a.m. when he would 

do his laundry.  As he told the Brothers, he never had to wait to use the 

machine at that hour.  Most of these early morning hours, however, were 

spent in the chapel.  By the time the Brothers gathered for lauds and 

Mass, he had already spent many hours praying the rosary and the sta-

tions.  Brother James died peacefully in his sleep at Malden Catholic.  

He was eighty-four and had been a Xaverian for sixty-six years. 

 

J U N E   2 0 

 

 

BROTHER ARSENIUS  (Boniface Brady) 

Born:  Zanesville, Ohio, June 5, 1844 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 20, 1919 

 

Although Brother Arsenius had taught school before he came to us at the 

age of forty-four, he was not a success in the classroom.  He was without 

guile and was too easily victimized by wily schoolboys.  His indignation 

had a low boiling point.  During his thirty-one years as a Xaverian, he 

was stationed at Richmond, Norfolk, St. Patrick's in Baltimore, the night 

school at St. Thomas College in Scranton, and St. Patrick's in Lowell.  

When teaching did not work out, Brother Arsenius was assigned to 

homes--Saint James, St. Joseph's in Detroit, St. Lawrence in Louisville.  

The last days of this good religious man were spent at Mt. St. Joseph's 

where he assisted in private tutoring and attended to light duties around 

the house.  At any time he could be lured into a vigorous defense of 

Rutherford Hayes, one-time Republican governor of Ohio, Brother 

Arsenius' native state, on the charge that in the national election of 1876, 

he had stolen the Presidency from Samuel Tilden, the Democratic Gov-

ernor of New York.  Pneumonia ended Brother Arsenius' life on June 20, 
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1919.  On June 23, a double funeral was held at Mt. St. Joseph's for 

Brother Arsenius and for Brother Pancratius, who had died on June 21 in 

Norfolk. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 397. 

 

J U N E   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER JACOBUS  (Peter Schmidt) 

Born:  Breda, Holland, April 3, 1817 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, June 21, 1873 

 

In the library of our house in Torhout, Belgium, there was a very old 

copy of a biography of John Berchmans.  On the fly-leaf is the message, 

"Given as a keepsake to Peter Smit by Theodore Ryken on August 26, 

1828, at Antwerp."  In July, 1843, fifteen years later, this Peter Schmidt 

joined Brother Ryken.  When he took the habit, he was given the name 

Jacobus.  He spent his life in Bruges as the secretary to the Founder and 

to Brother Vincent. 

 

 

BROTHER BRUNO  (Thomas White) 

Born:  Hodgensville, Kentucky, August 5, 1860 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 21, 1902 

 

Brother Bruno joined the Congregation at the age of twenty and was 

with us for twenty-two years.  Brother Julian said of him, "Talents of the 

highest order he possessed, and yet a more unassuming man could not be 

found.  He was the admiration of his students at St. Patrick's in Balti-

more, St. Patrick's in Lowell, and during his last nine years at Mt. St. Jo-

seph's.  He was the greatest help to the young Brothers, being ever ready 

to sacrifice his time for their benefit.  He died on his feet, as he remained 

at his post as long as he could.  Day after day he was present in class, 

present in chapel as well, a model of devotedness to duty." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 292. 
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BROTHER PANCRATIUS  (Stephen Bryan) 

Born:  Bardstown, Kentucky, September 1, 1869 

Died:  Norfolk, Virginia, June 21, 1919 

 

The day after Brother Arsenius died, Brother Pancratius passed away at 

St. Vincent's Hospital in Norfolk.  Brother Pancratius entered the com-

munity at the age of twenty.  His religious life of thirty years, apart from 

the novitiate, was spent at St. Mary's Industrial School.  He was in 

charge of the tailor shop.  However, his work with the band made him an 

irremovable fixture.  Starting with a fife and drum corps, he switched to 

a band, and then to two bands and then to three: a senior, a junior, and a 

baby band, the latter two acting as feeders.  Early in 1919, Brother 

Pancratius began to suffer from Bright's disease, and he was sent to Old 

Point Comfort and then to St. Vincent's Hospital in Norfolk.  Mercifully, 

he was absent from St. Mary's when the April, 1919, fire destroyed in a 

few hours every vestige of his life-long labors.  A double Requiem Mass 

was celebrated for Brother Pancratius and Brother Arsenius on June 23 

at Mt. St. Joseph's. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 397. 

J U N E   2 4 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS  (Thomas Moran) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, February 8, 1863 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 24, 1893 

 

Brother Thomas was the companion of both Brother Paul Scanlan (June 

18) and Brother James Garrity (March 28).  The three of them had 

taught Sunday School at St. Patrick's in Lowell, Massachusetts, before 

the Brothers arrived in September, 1881, and they continued to do so af-

terwards.  Acquaintance with the Brothers led to admiration, and out of 

this came their vocations.  Brother Thomas had a high school education 

and was preparing for the medical profession; nevertheless, he and his 



399 

two friends reported to the novitiate in Baltimore on July 8, 1885.  After 

his profession on July 2, 1887, he was sent to Louisville to teach at the 

Institute.  His health failing, he returned to the Mount.  Tuberculosis was 

the cause of his early death.  As long as he was able, he rose every 

morning at four-thirty, climbed the stairs to chapel, and paused at every 

step for breath.  Brother Thomas' career in religion was short--eight 

years.  His influence on his two friends was life-long. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 206. 

 

 

BROTHER CYRIL  (Joseph W. Cooper) 

Born:  Springfield, Kentucky, July 3, 1869 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 24, 1947 

 

Brother Cyril was the junior contemporary of Brothers Thomas, Paul, 

and James, who entered in July, 1885, and who were, when he arrived in 

1886, the teaching assistants to Brother Isidore at Mt. St. Joseph's.  

Brother Cyril had none of the push of these sons of the newly-arrived 

immigrants.  His was the personal touch, the appeal to the individual.  

He had that magic something that inspired lasting affection.  It could 

have been fraternal charity.  He died a diamond jubilarian. 

J U N E   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER ALEXANDER  (Hugh Anger) 

Born:  St. Hugues, Province of Quebec, Canada, May 27, 1860 

Died:  St. Paul, Minnesota, June 25, 1891 

 

In April, 1915, as the result of a request that each Brother in the Ameri-

can Province send his assignments since entrance, Brother Provincial 

Isidore compiled what he labeled "Regimental Orders."  From this com-

pilation it is rather easy to secure the outline of a biographical sketch, 

but for those who died prior to 1915, this is not so simple.  For Brother 

Alexander, Brother Julian had to be content to record that he entered 

when he was eighteen, died at thirty-one, and that along with being a 
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faithful religious he was also an excellent teacher, noted especially for 

his skill as a pen artist.  According to the Provincial Register, Brother 

Alexander entered on August 14, 1878, from Putnam, Connecticut, and 

was clothed in the habit that December 30th.  He pronounced vows on 

February 19, 1881.  The Mount log book gives the date of his death and 

the place as St. Paul, Minnesota, but nothing else. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 205. 
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J U N E   26 

 

 

BROTHER PETER KELLY (Brother Ramon) 

Born:  Brooklyn New York, February 12, 1913 

Died:  Brooklyn New York, June 26, 2002 

 

In the estimation of the Brothers who had the good fortune to know him, 

Peter Kelly was one of the great saints that the Congregation has pro-

duced.  Long before we spoke of “contemplative stance in the world” 

and “service to the poor and the marginalized,” Peter Kelly was living 

both of those realities.  For the last thirty years of his life, he lived in 

complete poverty at Transfiguration Parish in Brooklyn, devoted to 

prayer and contemplation and to the service of undocumented immi-

grants.  Perhaps his hours of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament helped 

to bring the Congregation to understand more clearly the need for a con-

templative stance in the world and for service to the poor and the mar-

ginalized by the Brothers.  

 

A native of Brooklyn and graduate of Saint Michael’s Diocesan High 

School, Peter entered the Congregation in June of 1932, receiving the 

Holy Habit on the following Feast of Saint Francis Xavier.  He began his 

teaching career at Saint Mary’s Industrial School while he was finishing 

his Bachelor’s degree at Catholic University.  His first two missions at 

Saint Mary’s and at Bardstown were rather brief, but in 1943 he arrived 

at Mission High School and remained there for eight years.  With the re-

doubtable Brother Flavian Coughlin in charge and with a community of 

Brothers John Joseph, Augustus, Rosarius, Julian, Lambert, Canisius and 

Peter, Mission High was a happy place with a faculty who understood 

that “enduring personal relationships,” are at the heart of Xaverian edu-

cation, and they understood this long before the Congregation ever artic-

ulated it. Peter retained a life long affection for Mission High School and 

for his Mission boys.   
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Peter went from Mission to John Bapst in Bangor, Maine.  Returning to 

his alma mater, Saint Michael’s, in 1956, he remained in New York for 

the next thirteen years at Xaverian High School where St Michael’s 

moved for its final years, at Stepinac for two, and back to Xaverian 

again.  In 1969 he was missioned to Flaget, and from 1971 until 1974 he 

finished his teaching career at Nazareth in Brooklyn.   With his retire-

ment from the classroom began his whole new life at Transfiguration. 

Although he was officially retired, his life of prayer and his work for the 

poor were more than full time activities.  Of Peter’s work at Transfigura-

tion it was written, “The love the Parishioners have for him, the joy that 

they experience in being a part of his life, the gratitude they feel for his 

assistance to them, and the solidarity with him they express could only 

be witnessed and admired . . . His long hours in adoration of Jesus in the 

sacrament of the Eucharist sustained him in his life and ministry. He be-

came a sacrament to his brothers and sisters of our compassionate Father 

in heaven.” 

 

Peter Kelly was a delightful man.  A French teacher, he greeted one and 

all affectionately with “Mon Ami, Mon Ami!” as if to say that all whom 

he met were his friends.  We will not see his like again.  Peter died sur-

rounded by his friends from Transfiguration who sang and prayed with 

him as he went home to God.  Peter was wont to exclaim, “My God, My 

God,” and those were perhaps his first words when he opened his eyes in 

eternity.   

 

J U N E   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER MICHAEL  (John J. Feeley) 

Born:  Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Canada, September 6, 1910 

Died:  Revere, Massachusetts, June 27, 1980 

 

Brother Michael, known in his early years as Brother Michel, was a na-

tive of Canada who, as a youngster, lived for a number of years at the 

Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands.  He graduated from St. 
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John's Prep in Danvers in 1930 and entered the Congregation in 1933.  

He received a Master's degree in English from Boston College in 1950 

and a Master's degree in Library Science from St. John's University in 

1962.  His teaching assignments took him to St. Teresa's in Brooklyn, St. 

Xavier's and Flaget in Louisville, Archbishop Stepinac in White Plains, 

Notre Dame in Utica, and a total of twenty-four years at Malden Catho-

lic, fourteen at the old school and ten as a member of the community at 

the new school on Crystal Street.  Those who lived with Brother Michael 

in his prime remember especially his keen wit and sense of humor.  

Whether it was his unique way of answering the telephone at St. X ("St. 

Xavier's--Send us a boy, and we'll send you a man"), his library reports 

during faculty meetings at Stepinac, or his ability to throw inconsequen-

tial one-liners or unusual names into any conversation, he was a reliable 

entertainer.  Due to a series of incapacitating strokes, he spent the last 

twelve years of his life as an invalid in a spirit of great patience and ac-

ceptance of his condition.  His death, at Grover Manor Hospital in Re-

vere where he had been a patient for four years, came from cardio-

pulmonary arrest.  Brother Michael was sixty-nine years of age and had 

been a Xaverian for forty-seven years. 

 

 

BROTHER LIGUORI  (Joseph A. Duerr) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 13, 1897 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 27, 1981 

 

Brother Liguori was a man of self-discipline which made him a stickler 

when dealing with others; a man of firm opinions readily expressed but a 

man who loved to laugh.  He was a loyal Xaverian all the way.  During 

his sixty-five years in religion, he held many responsible posts.  He was 

treasurer on the local, provincial, and general levels, and he served as 

Director or Superintendent of St. Joseph's Prep in Bardstown, St. Mary's 

Industrial School in Baltimore, and Cardinal Hayes and Stepinac High 

Schools in New York.  His retirement years were spent making rosaries 

and teaching others to do the same.  He died at the Convent of Our Lady 

of Lourdes Parish, where the St. Xavier community was temporarily 
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housed while renovations were in process for the opening of Ryken 

House, the Brothers' retirement facility.  Brother Ligouri was eighty-

three at the time of his death, and he was buried at Calvary Cemetery on 

the St. Xavier campus. 

J U N E   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL  (Martin Van Gerwen) 

Born:  Gemert, Holland, April 25, 1819 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 28, 1885 

 

Martin Van Gerwen was twenty-five when he joined Brother Ryken on 

May 25, 1844.  As Brother Paul, he was one of those chosen to pro-

nounce perpetual vows on October 3, 1847, the date of the first final pro-

fession in the Xaverian Brothers.  The Founder was a member of this 

group.  After finishing the course of study at the normal school at St. 

Trond, he returned to the mother house where he shared in all the pov-

erty and privation of those early days.  Appointed Superior of the com-

munity in Manchester, England, late in 1852, Brother Paul was to be the 

man-in-charge practically all his life.  He led the mission band of 

Xaverians who pioneered in Louisville in 1854, and was one of the four 

recalled to Bruges after the first two years.  In 1860 he was again chosen 

to lead, this time the second group of pioneers to America.  With the in-

crease in manpower in Louisville, St. Patrick's, closed in 1858, was reo-

pened; Immaculate Conception and St. John's continued; and St. Boni-

face, St. Martin's, the Cathedral School, and St. Aloysius "Select" 

School, the mustard seed of St. Xavier's, were opened.  In 1866, Bishop 

Spalding, who had been transferred to Baltimore, requested as a personal 

favor that Brother Paul be appointed to head the foundation of St. Mary's 

Industrial School, at that time an unfinished shanty in the woods at the 

western extremity of the city.  He remained there three years until called 

to Bruges to attend the General Chapter in 1869.  He was then sent to 

Manchester to keep that school on its feet.  However, with the national-

ism spawned by the Franco-Prussian War wreaking havoc in the Louis-

ville community--seven schools forced to close and defections reducing 
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the size of the community from fifty-nine to twenty-one in five years--

Brother Paul returned to America as peace-maker.  He remained as Su-

perior in Louisville from his return in 1872 until his death from neural-

gia of the heart in 1885.  He was sixty-six years of age and had been a 

Xaverian for forty-one years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, Chapter 12, and CYRENIAN #4. 

 

 

BROTHER INNOCENT  (Denis H. Rouse) 

Born:  Dushore, Pennsylvania, February 10, 1876 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 28, 1948 

 

Brother Innocent and Brother Bede (April 16), who was his blood elder 

by two years, entered the novitiate on the same day, received the habit 

together, and went on to pronounce vows on the twelfth of July in 1898.  

Business-like in their dealings with others and quick to criticize, they 

showed toward each other a deep but unostentatious brotherly affection.  

There was something of Damon and Pythias about them.  Brother Bede 

was the first to go, dying in 1939.  Brother Innocent's death, nine years 

later, was sudden and unexpected.  He was found dead in bed at Mt. St. 

Joseph's on the morning he was to leave on his annual vacation.  Brother 

Innocent spent fifty-one years in the Congregation. 
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J U N E   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD SCHNEIDER (Brother Canisius) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, July 1, 1926 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 28, 2003 

 

Four members of the Saint Xavier High School Class of 1944 entered 

the Xaverian Brothers:  Brother Kirby Quinlan who died as a scholastic, 

Brother Kirby Boone who took the name in religion of his deceased 

classmate, Brother George Willenbrink and Brother Edward Schneider.  

Although he graduated from Saint X in 1944, Edward Schneider did not 

enter the Congregation until September of 1948, receiving the Holy 

Habit and the name Canisius on the Feast of Saint Joseph in 1949.  As 

happened with a number of Brothers who were trained in the business 

field, Ed attended the University of Detroit, attaining a Bachelor’s in 

business administration in 1954.  He also earned a Master’s degree in 

administration from the University of Notre Dame in 1973. 

 

Ed began his career teaching business subjects at John Bapst and then 

made stops at Bardstown, the Good Counsel annex of Cardinal Hayes 

and Flaget.  Beginning in 1960 until he retired in 1983, Ed’s primary 

function was as treasurer and secretary.  He was the treasurer at Saint X 

from 1960 to 1962, then at Leonard Hall from 1962 until 1964 and at 

Mount Saint Joseph from 1964 until 1966.  From 1966 until 1970 he was 

secretary at 4409.  He returned to Flaget in 1970 as treasurer and served 

in that post under his high school classmate Brother Kirby Boone who 

was the principal.  Together they sadly closed Flaget in 1974.  From 

1974 until his retirement in 1983, Ed was the treasurer at Saint X.  In his 

retirement he did a great deal of volunteer work, serving on the Com-

mission of Peace and Justice of the Archdiocese of Louisville.  He also 

served as the payroll clerk for a number of Catholic churches and institu-

tions in Louisville.   
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Ed left Saint X in 1983 in a disagreement with the Board over the com-

puterization of the Business Office.  Unfortunately, he carried resent-

ment about that with him until his death.  He was buried in Saint Louis 

Cemetery in the last grave the Brothers had in that cemetery because he 

did not wish to be buried at Saint X.  Hopefully, all resentments have 

been resolved now in the Kingdom of God! Ed lived the last year of his 

life at Ryken House and died at the age of  77 and in the 55
th

 year of his 

religious life as a Xaverian Brother.  
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J U N E   2 8 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH GERARD (William Teehan) 

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, March 13, 1917   

Died:  Gloucester, Massachusetts, June 28, 2005 

 

Considered by many as one of the finest English teachers in the Congre-

gation of his generation, Brother Joseph Gerard was a master wordsmith.  

He and his dear friend, Brother Jeremiah Dromey (August 30), com-

posed the eulogies and wrote the obituaries for many of the Brothers 

when they went home to God.  Brother Joseph Gerard’s eulogy of 

Brother Jeremiah has to be a classic in the annals of the Xaverian Broth-

ers.  If only Brother Jeremiah, from his place in heaven, could have re-

plied!  That reply would have been a classic as well. 

 

Born on Mission Hill and educated in the schools of Mission Church, 

William Teehan entered the Xaverian Brothers in September of 1934, 

and received the Holy Habit and the name Joseph Gerard on the Feast of 

Saint Joseph in 1935.  After graduating from the Catholic University 

with a Bachelor’s degree in English, he began his teaching career at 

Saint Michael’s High School in Brooklyn.  The principal and superior at 

Saint Michael’s in those days was the redoubtable Brother Mauricius 

Lauer who once sent Joseph Gerard from his classroom back to the 

Brothers’ house to make his bed, a task which Joe had neglected before 

school.  It was also Brother Mauricius who counted on Joe to keep rec-

reation lively when Brother Mauricius invited other communities to visit 

Saint Michael’s.  A master conversationalist and a very entertaining sto-

ryteller, Joe never let him down. 

 

After Saint Michael’s, Joe spent eight years at Saint John’s Prep during 

which time he obtained his Master’s degree from the Catholic Universi-

ty.  In 1950, he began an eight-year association with the Juniorate, first 

in Peabody and then in Leonardtown.  Joe survived the early days of 

Ryken High School from which the aspirants finally had to be evacuated 

during the winter of the 1956-1957 school year because the living condi-
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tions at Camp Calvert had become so deplorable.  The aspirants may 

have left, but the Brothers teaching at Ryken remained and carried on in 

what the late Brother Lambert Bents described as, “Mud, mud, mud, and 

more mud.”   

 

From Ryken, Joe began his career as a headmaster, first at Keith Acad-

emy from 1959 until 1962 and then at Saint John’s High School in 

Shrewsbury from 1962 until 1968.  In 1969, he was given the sad task of 

closing Keith Academy. 

 

Arriving at Xaverian Brothers High School in 1970, Joe remained there 

until he retired to Xaverian House in 1999.  During his many years at 

Xaverian Brothers High School, Joe became a school legend, a master 

teacher, a superb librarian, and an icon to the boys and to the Brothers. 

 

In his retirement years at Xaverian House, Joe remained active and in-

volved in the community until a very brief illness brought him home to 

God.  He had lived to become one of the “grand old men” of the 

Xaverians in the United States.  Even in his eighties there was still a 

touch of youthful enthusiasm which never left him.  No doubt his Novi-

tiate classmates and dear friends, Brothers Jeremiah and Rosarius, were 

at the gates of heaven to meet him as he completed his life’s journey.  

He and Jeremiah must be delighting the angels and the saints with their 

witty repartee!    
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J U N E   2 9 

 

 

BROTHER CELESTINUS  (Henry Schroeder) 

Born:  Brandenburg, Germany, April 26, 1831 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, June 29, 1853 

 

The third one to die in the history of our Congregation bore the name 

"Celestinus."  On September 10, 1852, he and four young Germans ar-

rived to join Mr. Ryken.  Clothed in the habit that year on Xavier Day 

while his companions had to wait, Brother Celestinus pronounced his 

vows the following May.  Within a month he was dead at the age of 

twenty-two.  He had been with Brother Ryken less than ten months. 

 

 

BROTHER LEOPOLD  (Peter C. Bernardy) 

Born:  Wiesbaum, Germany, February 10, 1866 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, June 29, 1943 

 

The Bernardys, father, mother, and eight children, left Germany for the 

United States in 1869 when our Brother Leopold, uncle of Brother Os-

wald Schmitt (November 8), was three.  Settling eventually in South 

Dakota, they helped in "The Winning of the West."  At the suggestion of 

the Benedictines who rejected him as a cleric-prospect because of his 

almost total deafness in one ear, Brother Leopold visited our house in 

Louisville.  Accepted, he gave valuable service, teaching German and 

Latin for twenty years in Wheeling, and then acting as treasurer at Mt. 

St. Joseph's.  Few were ever missed by so many as "Old Lolly." 
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J U N E   2 9 

 

BROTHER EDWARD BURNS (Brother Frederick) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, June 21, 1921 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, June 29, 2004 

 

Edward Joseph Burns was born in Somerville, Massachusetts, on June 

21, 1921. He responded to God’s call early in life, entering the Saint Jo-

seph Juniorate in Peabody from which he graduated in 1939.  On the 

Feast of the Assumption that year, he received the Xaverian Habit and 

the name Frederick.  He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Saint 

John’s University in 1944 and a Master’s degree in education from 

Fordham University in 1950.  He studied as an undergraduate for a time 

at The Catholic University and did graduate work during his teaching ca-

reer at Loyola, Hunter, Boston College and Worcester State College. 

 

He began his teaching career at Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx in 1943, 

remaining there for five years until he was sent to Saint Michael’s Dioc-

esan High School in Brooklyn.  In the 50’s he taught at four schools, 

Saint Francis de Sales High School in Utica, Flaget in Louisville, Mount 

Loretto on Staten Island and Malden Catholic.  From 1959 until 1963 he 

was stationed at Mission High School.  Then it was back to Cardinal 

Hayes in 1963, and then to Malden Catholic again in 1964 and back to 

Cardinal Hayes in 1967.  In 1970, he began a lengthy assignment at 

Saint John’s in Shrewsbury where he remained until he entered 

Harborside-Twin Oaks Nursing Home, just a few blocks from Xaverian 

House in 2003.  In the eulogy which Brother Stephen Comeau wrote 

about Brother Edward, a very unique and dear teacher emerges: 

 

 “He was a versatile teacher, whether the subject matter was religion, 

French, history or mathematics.  His willingness to accept almost any 

teaching schedule presented to him was one of his remarkable traits.  In 

typical Ed Burns fashion he would respond to the schedule maker with a 

raspy retort: ‘Give me the answer book and ten minutes, and I will be 

there!’  That statement so well expressed his commitment to the mission 
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and ministry to the Xaverian Brothers wherever he taught.  His students 

were a loyal sort.  They were attracted to his gruff voice and to the pet 

nicknames he would attach to them. He had the ability to engender self-

confidence in his students.  His sense of humor was woven into his 

teaching.  His classroom stories were often repeated by his boys at din-

ner tables throughout Worcester County, and indeed in every other lo-

cale where he had taught.”   

 

Finally, this Brother, who had a gift for entertaining with his stories and 

helping in a thousand ways in community in the years following his re-

tirement from the classroom, “. . . was in fact, a very private and shy 

person.  He was not one who sought out places where he might receive 

accolades. Brother Ed never knew how much good work he had done or 

how much he was deeply appreciated.”  He died a grateful Brother and 

leaves behind a rich legacy.  
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J U N E   2 9 

 

BROTHER JAMES E. SMITH (Brother Omer) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, January 9, 1924 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 29, 2012 

 

Jim Smith was one of that long line of young men from St. Joseph’s Par-

ish, Somerville, (including his uncles Brothers Gilbert (October 19) and 

Samuel (August 27) Cairnes) who, after grammar school, went off to the 

juniorate and, upon graduation, joined the Congregation.  In Jim’s case, 

he received the habit and entered the Congregation in 1941, and  pro-

fessed his first vows in 1943.  His chosen academic field was in science 

-- Chemistry and Physics. He would receive his BS, MA and PhD in the-

se disciplines.  He would later develop one of his hobbies, his self-taught 

knowledge of computers, into his teaching repertoire, starting program-

ming courses and overseeing computer labs in their infancy.   

His teaching assignments in Xaverian schools would bring him to 

Brooklyn, Louisville, Lowell, Westwood and Shrewsbury, as well as a 

decade of teaching scholastics at Xaverian College, Silver Spring.  After 

“retiring” at the age of 67 from Xaverian schools, he sought the warmer 

climate of Mission Hills, California and joined the community of Broth-

ers teaching at Alemany High School, where he kept on teaching.  In 

2005, in his “second retirement,” he joined the community at Ryken 

House, Louisville, where he became a full-time substitute teacher.   

In the November before he died, Jim was asked to write a reflection on 

his life. Of his life as a teacher, he wrote, “The most satisfaction I have 

had as a teacher is working with my students.  Most are very forgiving 

and understanding.  Every day is new because the students keep me 

thinking young.”  Of community life, he said, “I have always valued the 

companionship we have in the Brotherhood, and we have always been 

encouraged to pursue our interests and hobbies and share them with one 

another.  And, of course, I have been deeply inspired by many of the 

Brothers I have lived with ….”   
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Brothers who were taught by Jim or lived and taught with him well ap-

preciated not only Jim’s talents as a teacher par excellence, but also his 

sense of humor, his innate curiosity, and his ability to expound on any 

topic at a moment’s notice. He was known widely as a good “communi-

ty man,” one who contributed in whatever ways he could to the life of 

the school and the community, who was as much at home in a chemistry 

classroom as riding a tractor cutting grass. 

As loved and appreciated as Jim was by his confreres and students, he 

was equally loved and cared for by his family, his siblings and many 

nieces, nephews and grand-nieces and nephews.  After 88 years of life 

and over 70 years as a Xaverian Brother, Jim knew when it was time to 

let go and return to the Father.  After his health began to decline, Jim 

prepared for death.  He made the decision not to undergo extraordinary 

means, informing the Brothers and his family that he was ready to go.  

Like the good educator that he was, he made his final preparations and 

entered hospice care.  
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J U N E   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER DENIS  (Denis McKenna) 

Born:  London, England, November 30, 1881 

Died:  Brighton, England, June 30, 1937 

 

Brother Denis was two months short of being fifteen when he entered on 

October 4, 1896.  He received the habit on the following December 26th 

and pronounced vows on September 8, 1898, when he was not quite 

seventeen.  He died at Xaverian College, Brighton, in his fifty-sixth 

year.  He is remembered as a tireless individual who was always cheer-

ful and most relaxed as he smoked his pipe.  Usually he filled the office 

of sacristan or refectorian.  He was especially interested in the annual 

Oxford vs. Cambridge boat race.  Time and circumstance frequently 

conspired to make it possible for him to obtain permission to reach 

Chiswick in time to watch the shells go by. 

 

 

BROTHER VITAAL  (Robert Bulcke) 

Born:  Lissewege, West Flanders, Belgium, March 29, 1913 

Died:  Louvain, Belgium, June 30, 1960 

 

Having completed the normal course at Torhout, Brother Vitaal taught 

first at old St. James Parish School in Bruges and then at the Institute.  In 

1945, when he was only thirty-two, deafness forced him out of regular 

classroom work, and he became an instructor in typing.  The system of 

instruction which he worked out for his class was adopted in the other 

Xaverian schools in Belgium.  Brother Vitaal was remarkably energetic.  

His original research into the Brugean town archives uncovered the 

place of abode and the length of stay of the Founder and first Brothers in 

Bruges.  He was the author of LONY, the story of an adolescent African 

boy.  The setting was our mission in Kasenga.  Brother Vitaal also 

served as Provincial Secretary.  His death, in his forty-eighth year, was 

the result of an accident.  Cycling home from the clinic at the University 
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of Louvain to the scholasticate on Lintstraat, he signaled for a left turn, 

perhaps unaware of a trailing truck.  The truck driver saw the signal too 

late.  Brother Vital was knocked to the ground.  A priest who was pass-

ing gave him conditional absolution.  Rushed to the hospital, Brother 

Vitaal died while he was being anointed. 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN BAPTIST  (Edward Neary) 

Born:  Manchester, England, July 30, 1902 

Died:  Manchester, England, June 30, 1973 

 

Brother John Baptist, a member of the congregation for fifty-four years, 

died of a heart attack.  A teacher in the field of physical education, he 

was for many years an instructor at Mayfield, Manchester, and at the 

preparatory school at Foxhunt where he was also Headmaster and Supe-

rior of the community. 
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J U N E   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER BENEDICT  (Alphonsus Garstang) 

Born:  Leigh, Lancashire, England, July 14, 1895 

Died:  Manchester, England, June 30, 1980 

 

A child-like faith in God and in people was the overriding characteristic 

of Brother Benedict.  Forty-seven years as a Brother were served in the 

Prep School at Manchester.  The impact he had on people, especially the 

young, was immediate and profound.  His life-style was simple in the 

extreme: daily Mass, daily prayers, community recreation, teaching, 

preparing, walking in God's fresh air--such was the pattern of his life.  

His room was sparsely furnished, his clothes worn threadbare, his shoes 

often soled with newspaper.  His total possessions were hardly more 

than the clothes he wore.  Right to the end he retained the capacity to be 

joyfully and wonderfully amazed at the very simple things in life. 

 

 

 

BROTHER SALVADOR BROCATO  (Brother Romanus) 

Born:  Cefalu, Italy, May 11, 1909 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, June 30, 1992 

 

Brother Salvador died on June 30th at Methodist Hospital in Louisville 

at the age of eighty-one and in the sixty-sixth year of his religious life as 

a Xaverian.  Born in Italy he emigrated at a very early age with his fami-

ly.  In 1919 he came under the Xaverian Brothers at St. Mary's Industrial 

School where he played in the school band under the direction of the 

legendary Brother Simon Drury (March 8).  Entering the novitiate at 

Fortress Monroe, Virginia, in 1926, he professed his vows in August, 

1928.  A masterful teacher, Brother Salvador spent most of his years in 

the grammar schools which were so very much a part of the Xaverian 

Brothers' educational ministry during the first half of this century.  
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Brother Salvador taught in Maryland, Massachusetts, and Virginia, but it 

is with the borough of Brooklyn that he is most associated.  He spent 

over half his religious life teaching in the parishes and schools there.  He 

arrived at Holy Cross in 1936 and, with one brief hiatus from 1947 to 

1951 when he was stationed in Kentucky, he remained in Brooklyn until 

1971 teaching at St. Teresa's, St. Matthew's, Holy Name and Nazareth 

High School.  Retiring in 1971 to the Brothers' residence at St. X in Lou-

isville which became Ryken House in 1981, Brother Salvador spent the 

last twenty-one years of his life caring for his Xaverian confreres who 

were ill and infirm.  Daily he visited Brothers confined to nursing homes 

in the Louisville area and served as a chauffeur for those Brothers who 

didn't drive.  In between times he could be found outside working on the 

grounds.  In 1976, his Golden Jubilee year, Brother Salvador made a trip 

to Europe.  He enjoyed the experience so much that he returned every 

two to three years.  It was on such a trip in May of 1992 that his final ill-

ness struck, and he was returned to Louisville and placed in the hospital 

where he died peacefully.  A funeral Mass was celebrated at Ryken 

House, and he was buried in the Brothers' cemetery there.  May this gen-

tle and compassionate Xaverian, whose devotion to his Brothers in reli-

gion was inspirational, rest in peace. 
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BROTHER KENAN  (John A. Haushalter) 

Born:  Malden, Massachusetts, October 3, 1907 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, July 1, 1961 

 

Entering in 1930, Brother Kenan was among the first to attend Xaverian 

College.  After his graduation from Catholic University, he taught Span-

ish at Mt. St. Joseph's, Baltimore, and at St. Xavier's, Louisville.  In the 

division of the American Province in 1960, he was assigned to the Sa-

cred Heart Province.  Subsequently transferred to the St. Joseph Prov-

ince, he left Louisville for St. John's Prep in Danvers where he was to 

teach in the summer school.  On his arrival at St. John's, he went to the 

infirmary, suffering from what was regarded as fatigue.  He had a prem-

onition that he had reached the end.  He died in his sleep; he was not 

quite fifty-four and had been one of us for thirty-one years. 

 

 

 

BROTHER EMERIC VAN CAILLIE  (Brother Vincent) 

Born:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, December 16, 1917 

Died:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, July 1, 1992 

 

Emeric Van Caillie was born into a large farming family during World 

War I when his village, like most of Belgium, was occupied by the Ger-

mans.  After the war he became a pupil at St. Leo's primary school that 

had been opened by the Brothers in 1905.  Like so many older and 

younger companions, Emeric was attracted by the ideals and lifestyle of 

his Xaverian teachers and decided to follow in their footsteps.  After a 

few years as an aspirant in the Juniorate in Moerkerke, he became a nov-

ice on September 8, 1933, and took the name Brother Vincent, a name 

which he exchanged again for his baptismal name in 1968.  He was a 

successful student at the diocesan normal school or teacher training 

school in Torhout, where he earned his degree  as a qualified primary 
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school teacher in the summer of 1938.  Brother Emeric's first teaching 

assignment was in the primary section of the Saint Francis Xavier Insti-

tute in Bruges.  The following year he was assigned to the primary 

school of the Parish of Saint Mary Magdalen in Bruges where he would 

serve for six years.  He belongs to the many Xaverians who dedicated 

themselves to the socially and economically poor classes in the Brugian 

parish schools of Saint Giles, Saint James, Saint Mary Magdalen, and 

Christ the King, all schools from which the Brothers withdrew in the 

course of time.  Brother Emeric's teaching career spanned forty years, 

from 1938 to 1978.  He served as Headmaster in both Knokke and 

Houthulst.  In Houthulst he had also been local Superior, but he realized 

that as both Superior and Headmaster, he was inclined to be too strict, 

too authoritarian.  Consequently he preferred to go back to the classroom 

where he excelled.  Even after retirement he continued to be engaged in 

numerous activities--supervising, serving as community treasurer, and 

working with the Catholic Youth Movement (CHIRO).  Brother 

Emeric's younger brother, Leo (known formerly in religion as Brother 

Clement) had died on March 23, 1990.  This death was a severe psycho-

logical shock for him, although physically he looked well and remained 

active as ever.  On June 30, 1992, he attended the "family" celebration 

for the staff of St. Leo's school in Zedelgem.  The following morning 

Brother Emeric was found dead in bed.  He was seventy-four years of 

age and had been a Xaverian for fifty-nine years. 
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J U L Y   2 

 

 

BROTHER LAURENT  (Joseph De Vlieghere) 

Born:  Zedelgem, Belgium, March 2, 1903 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, July 2, 1920 

 

Brother Laurent, who entered in his fifteenth year and died in his eight-

eenth, wore the habit for only eleven months.  He made a death-bed pro-

fession.  Brother Laurent was intensely religious as became one born in 

the De Vlieghere home where four of the daughters became nuns and 

four of the sons religious--one, a Jesuit missionary in India, and the oth-

er three, Xaverians:  Brother Laurent, whose birthday in heaven we re-

call today; Brother Hippolyte (January 2), a Belgian Provincial; and 

Brother Godfried (February 12), a missionary in the Belgian Congo. 

 

 

BROTHER ALVIN  (Thomas McKeon) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, May 24, 1908 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, July 2, 1950 

 

Although only forty-two years of age and apparently in excellent health, 

Brother Alvin died of a heart attack while he was on his way to morning 

prayers at the Juniorate in Peabody where he had been assigned for the 

summer months.  Since 1938 he had taught in the Industrial Arts De-

partment at Mt. St. Joseph's.  His sudden passing seemed almost unbe-

lievable. 

 

 

BROTHER THEODOOR  (Hugo Gerard Verstraete) 

Born:  Hooglede, West Flanders, Belgium, August 4, 1908 

Died:  Likasi, Zaire, July 2, 1973 
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Brother Theodoor, the oldest of nine children, received the habit at age 

sixteen.  He volunteered to cook rather than to study.  After one disas-

trous year in the kitchen, he was assigned as a teacher in the primary 

section of the Institute.  In 1935 he was transferred to Knokke.  Brother 

Theodoor was an unexpected choice for Novice Master in the 1940's.  

Subsequently he was Novice Master and Superior of the house in 

Torhout and then province recruiter and Superior at Sint Michiels, the 

Brothers' retirement community.  He was at Louvain from 1957 to 1961 

obtaining his degree.  Again unexpectedly he was asked to serve, at age 

fifty-three, as Novice Master in the Belgian African mission.  He accept-

ed.  In Zaire he volunteered to visit the hundreds of sick.  He became the 

confidant and spiritual guide for many young people.  At the time of his 

death, suffered in an auto collision at an intersection, he was Superior of 

the St. Eligius community of our Technical School of the KDL Railroad 

Company, Chairman of all our local Superiors, and Director of Schools 

in Zaire. 

J U L Y   3 

 

 

BROTHER EUGENIUS  (William F. Ford) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, March 26, 1888 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 3, 1942 

 

Brother Eugenius, who entered in 1905 when he was seventeen, had 

been a pupil of the Brothers through all the grades they taught at St. Jo-

seph's Parochial School in his native city, Somerville.  Assigned to the 

classroom after his novitiate days under Brother Basil (September 23), 

who had been the first Superior at Somerville from 1893 to 1899, Broth-

er Eugenius insisted on discipline as he had learned it.  He got it over a 

long period, and then suddenly his power to command left him.  He was 

pitiful in his helplessness.  In his final illness, however, as he wasted 

away, he was himself once again, afraid to be afraid.  His resignation to 

the will of God was a source of inspiration.  Brother Eugenius spent thir-

ty-seven years with us, much of that time at St. Mary's Industrial School. 
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BROTHER OSCAR  (Albert Delanghe) 

Born:  Vlissegem, West Flanders, Belgium, December 11, 1916 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, July 3, 1979 

 

Brother Oscar and two of his brothers, Raymond (Brother Sylvere, 

March 14) and Jules (Brother Valere) became Xaverian Brothers.  A 

fourth brother and one sister also became religious.  As a young brother, 

Brother Oscar was enrolled in the technical school in Bruges, like anoth-

er St. Ignatius in the Beginner's Latin class.  Several of his youthful 

classmates became Xaverians; one was a close associate on the Zaire 

mission where Brother Oscar served for thirty-two years as a teacher of 

the manual arts.  He returned home in 1978 at the insistence of the local 

doctor, for he had never fully recovered from a beating he suffered when 

he interfered with thieves on the community property.  He died at St. 

John's Hospital in Bruges.  His death certificate indicated cancer of the 

lungs. 

 

 

 

J U L Y   4 

 

 

BROTHER RONAN  (John J. Dwyer) 

Born:  Jersey City, New Jersey, December 6, 1889 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 4, 1948 

 

Like Brother Innocent, who died a week previously in the same commu-

nity, Mt. St. Joseph's, Brother Ronan was found dead in bed.  He was in 

his fifty-ninth year and his thirty-third in the Congregation.  A bubbling 

enthusiast, he wrought wonders in his Latin and Greek classes with a 

never-ending stream of praise for the least show of effort.  Under him, 

even dullards performed in inspired fashion.  Brother Ronan had served 

as Principal and Director at St. John's on Temple Street in Worcester 

from 1935 to 1941.  He succeeded another Latin and Greek scholar, 
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Brother Campion McPartland (November 6).  Brother Ronan, a student 

all his life, died one; the day before his death he had attended class at 

Johns Hopkins Summer School. 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARD  (Thomas Mulroy) 

Born:  Farnworth, Lancashire, England, May 16, 1896 

Died:  Guildford, Surrey, England, July 4, 1967 

 

Brother Bernard entered in 1923 at Deeping St. James when he was 

twenty-six.  Prior to this time he had worked for the Lancashire & York-

shire Railway Company and had also spent time with the Jesuits with the 

intention of becoming a domestic brother.  His first assignment, as a se-

cond-year novice, was Clapham College.  In 1931 he went back to 

Deeping to supervise the manual and domestic work of the novices.  In 

1939 he was at St. Edward the Confessor School at Foxhunt, and he re-

mained to keep an eye on the premises when the student body was evac-

uated to Wales.  In 1945 he was again at Clapham, serving as a combi-

nation refectorian-porter-sacristan.  He remained there except for a brief 

stay at Brighton.  He rallied for several weeks after a lung removal oper-

ation and died quite suddenly in his seventy-second year. 

 

J U L Y   5 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN  (John Scanlan) 

Born:  Carlow, Ireland, September 8, 1840 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 5, 1911 

 

Brother John was the father of Brother Paul Scanlan who became our 

fifth Superior General on August 1, 1928.  Mr. Scanlan, a widower and 

the father of five children of whom three entered religion (one Xaverian 

Brother and two Sisters of Charity of Emmitsburg), made his home in 

Lowell with an unmarried daughter.  When she died, Brother Provincial 

Alexius invited Mr. Scanlan to live at Old Point where Brother Paul was 
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in charge.  He accepted and remained there until 1903 when Brother 

Paul was assigned to California.  He then moved to Mt. St. Joseph's 

where Brother Isidore had been appointed to succeed the late Brother Jo-

seph.  Two months before he died from complications resulting from a 

mastoiditis operation, Mr. Scanlan, in his seventy-first year, received the 

habit and the religious name John and pronounced vows at St. Agnes 

Hospital where he was a patient.  The giving of the habit may have been 

a request from Brother Paul, or it may have been one of Brother Isidore's 

romantic gestures. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 371. 

 

 

BROTHER DENIS  (Henry Hayden) 

Born:  Bardstown, Kentucky, July 1, 1861 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 5, 1924 

 

Brother Denis joined the Brothers at the age of twenty in 1881.  His first 

assignment was at Mt. St. Joseph's where he was Prefect of Discipline.  

Later he taught in Lowell, Somerville, and East Boston.  In 1899 he be-

came Superintendent of St. James Home in Baltimore and remained in 

that position until 1907.  While at the home, he established the savings 

bank account for the boys.  For a short while he was in charge of Mount 

St. Joseph's Industrial School in Millbury, Massachusetts, and the Para-

dise Protectory in Abbotstown, Pennsylvania.  In time, deafness ren-

dered active classroom service out of the question, and Brother Denis 

was allowed to pursue his hobby, that of bee raising, in semi-retirement 

at St. Mary's Industrial School.  Suffering from high blood pressure, he 

had permission to absent himself at his discretion from community exer-

cises.  Missing from supper on the evening of July 5th, he was found 

dead in his room.  When last seen he had been making a visit to the 

Blessed Sacrament.  He was sixty-three and had been in the Congrega-

tion forty-three years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 417. 
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BROTHER HENDRIK  (Pieter Van Diesen) 

Born:  Rosmalen, Holland, July 8, 1906 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, July 6, 1938 

 

Brother Hendrik was only thirteen when he came to us from Holland on 

September 22, 1919, shortly after the guns of World War I ceased firing.  

He received the habit on September 8, 1922, and as one of those subject 

to the Revised Code of Canon Law, he did not pronounce final vows un-

til September 8, 1928.  His active career was spent at Sint Michiels 

where he helped in the bake shop.  He was very anxious to make himself 

a useful member of the community.  Brother Hendrik died at St. John's 

Hospital in Bruges two days before his thirty-second birthday.  For some 

time he had been bothered by a stomach condition. 

 

 

BROTHER AMAND  (Gregory Lagast) 

Born:  Uitkerke, Belgium, March 9, 1874 

Died:  Heist, Belgium, July 6, 1945 

 

Brother Amand, who was twenty-two when he entered on December 1, 

1896, made his profession on September 15, 1898.  He taught in the 

primary section of St. James in Bruges and at Heist.  He acted as sacris-

tan at the Institute, and in his day that was equivalent to setting up and 

dismantling a three-ring circus daily.  At times he had charge of the sick.  

A man of few words, he did his duties with a true religious and super-

natural spirit.  He was one of us for forty-nine years. 
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BROTHER PAULUS (John Andrew Glancy) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, November 26, 1914 

Died: New York, New York, July 6, 1994 

 

John A. Glancy attended Holy Name Grammar School in his native 

Brooklyn and St. Joseph Juniorate  in Peabody, Massachusetts.  In 1932 

he began the journey through Sacred Heart Novitiate and the newly-

opened Xaverian College and on to his first mission at St. Mary’s in 

Lawrence in 1937.  He was then assigned to St. Xavier’s in Louisville 

for eleven years followed by nine years at Mount St. Joseph, another 

nine at Flaget, and finally at Ryken High School in Leonardtown from 

1965 until he retired in 1976.  He spent most of those years in high 

schools teaching mathematics, history and coaching sports of all kinds.  

In 1976 he retired to Xaverian High School in Brooklyn. 

 

“Paulie,” as he was universally known, was a quiet man, unobtrusive, 

not a great talker, but a good listener, endowed, as one observer noted, 

with “wise eyes” and an understanding smile.  Those who lived with this 

humble, self-effacing man were aware of his kindness to all around him.  

At his funeral Mass, it was noted that “Paulie was a kind man with a soft 

heart for the unfortunate, the less-gifted in class, the least understood in 

community, who gave generously of himself for over sixty-two years as 

a loyal member of his congregation and as a dedicated teacher.” 

 

In retirement at Xaverian, he did volunteer work at St. Charles Jubilee 

Senior Center in Brooklyn Heights and at New York Technical College 

in downtown Brooklyn helping immigrants to learn to read and assisting 

senior citizens to manage their finances. 

 

In his last illness, when he suffered from the pains of stomach cancer, he 

was a patient sufferer, grateful for the presence of those who shared 

community prayers with him and following those prayers when his voice 

had practically disappeared.  To the end, he remained calm and serene 
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and completely at peace with God and man.  He died July 6, 1994, age 

79, at Cabrini Medical Center in Manhattan.   

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS CRANE (Servulus) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, April 26, 1938 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, July 6, 2014 

 

Tom was born in Brooklyn, New York in 1938. Like many Xaverians, 

he attended Holy Name Elementary School in the Prospect Park section 

of Brooklyn. Upon graduation from Holy Name, Tom entered Saint Jo-

seph Juniorate in Peabody, Massachusetts. After his novitiate in Old 

Point Comfort, Virginia, he spent one year at Xaverian College in Silver 

Spring, Maryland before being sent to Brooklyn where he taught at  Ho-

ly Cross and  Holy Name. During this time, he earned his BA from Saint 

Francis College. Tom spent a total of 16 years teaching in elementary 

schools including Leonard Hall in Leonardtown, Maryland and schools 

in Saint Mary’s County, Maryland, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and Louis-

ville, Kentucky.   While in Florida, Tom earned his MA at Saint Thomas 

University.  

 

Tom served as an administrator on the secondary level. He was Dean of 

Students at Ryken High School in the 1970’s and Assistant Principal at 

Saint Xavier in Louisville. Tom also served the Congregation as Direc-

tor of Ryken House where he has lived since 2003 in retirement. 

 

Tom leaves us with wonderful examples of living our Founder’s 

charism. As disciplinarian Tom understood instinctively what young 

people were going through. He connected with them. They trusted him 

because he always respected who they were and they knew he always 

fair. He embodied the exhortation of our Manual of Customs and Advice 

on how to treat students: suaviter in modo et fortiter in re. (Be gentle in 

manner and strong in deed). What made Tom stand out from the crowd 

was his empathy. Humility characterized his demeanor and simplicity 

his way of life.  
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BROTHER CARL  (Ignatius Loyola Meany) 

Born:  Rockaway Beach, New York, July 30, 1898 

Died:  Westwood, Massachusetts, July 7, 1977 

 

Though a self-contained and private man, Brother Carl was one of the 

more noted Xaverians of his generation.  His dignified reserve, the aura 

of mystery about him, and the obvious strength of character gave him a 

hold on people and won him a marvelled loyalty among those whom he 

taught.  Ignatius Meany entered the Congregation on July 7, 1917, a few 

weeks after his graduation from St. John's Prep in Danvers.  His earlier 

educational experiences included Mt. St. Louis in Montreal and Das 

Johannium in Belgium, both staffed by religious brothers.  The high-

lights of his career included being Principal and Superior of St. John's on 

Temple Street in Worcester from 1926 to 1929; Director of Studies and 

Discipline at St. Xavier's in Louisville from 1932 to 1936; and the sev-

enteen years, 1942 to 1951 and 1955 to 1963, he spent as a teacher of 

modern languages, primarily German, at Cardinal Hayes High School in 

the Bronx, New York.  His last assignment, from 1963 until his death in 

1977, was at Xaverian Brothers High School in Westwood, Massachu-

setts. Wracked by emphysema, he retired from the classroom in 1970.  

He died in his sleep on the morning of what would have been his dia-

mond jubilee, July 7, 1977. 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS PATRICK  (William Mulroy) 

Born:  Newark, New Jersey, October 17, 1904 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, July 7, 1986 

 

When Brother Thomas Patrick died at the age of eighty-one, he had been 

a Xaverian for sixty-three years.  The quintessential community man, he 

loved any kind of gathering of the Brothers and had an undying loyalty 

to all the schools at which he had been missioned.  His teaching career 
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extended from Massachusetts to Bolivia where he had spent a number of 

years as a missionary.  When he celebrated his golden jubilee, it was 

"standing room only" in the gym at Xaverian High School in Brooklyn.  

A good teacher of Spanish, a zealous missionary, a loved and beloved 

man, Brother Thomas Patrick was a friend to all whom he met.  He had 

and relished sharing a great fund of stories about the good old days at 

Old Point Comfort and about the stalwart Xaverians he had known in his 

youth.  But he especially enjoyed telling stories on himself.  Like the 

time he was at an alumni reunion and greeted a well-dressed man, "Son, 

I remember you well.  What year did you graduate?"  Only to hear, 

"Brother, I was in your Spanish class this morning.  I'm only a waiter 

here tonight."  Or the time he was thanking Bishop Francis Mugavero 

for attending a jubilee dinner.  As he was leaving, "Tom Pat" said to His 

Excellency, "That was grand.  Thanks for coming, Coach."  And we can 

be sure that as he sailed through the heavenly gates, Brother Thomas 

Patrick was greeted by Saint Peter with his own favorite greeting, "God 

love ya, Coach!" 

J U L Y   8 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCOIS  (Edward Soetaert) 

Born:  Ettelgem, West Flanders, Belgium, July 2, 1860 

Died:  Heist, Belgium, July 8, 1936 

 

Entering in his sixteenth year in 1875, Brother Francois had his first 

teaching experience as a postulant.  He received the habit on August 30, 

1877.  With him teaching was a gift, and all his efforts were inspiration-

al.  Thanks to him the Xaverians were the first in Bruges to set aside a 

playing field for their pupils.  In 1915 Brother Francois was the driving 

force behind the idea that eventually blossomed into Cercle Sportif 

Brugeois, the official soccer association.  In the community and out of it, 

he carried on an apostolate of fraternal charity.  Loving everybody, he 

was the champion of the absent.  He died in his seventy-seventh year, his 

sixty-first in the Congregation, and was buried at Heist where he had 

been assigned in 1906 after his long stay in Bruges. 
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BROTHER SEBASTIAN  (William Donnelly) 

Born:  Jarrow-on-Tyne, England, February 4, 1877 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 8, 1944 

 

Brother Sebastian attended Xaverian Collegiate Institute in Manchester, 

England, before his family immigrated to the United States.  On Febru-

ary 2, 1897, two days before his twentieth birthday, he entered the 

American novitiate.  He spent all but four of his forty-seven years in the 

community at St. Mary's Industrial School where he exercised a vigor-

ous apostolate. 

 

 

BROTHER AMBROSE  (M. Benedict Driscoll) 

Born:  Owenton, Owen County, Kentucky, July 7, 1892 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, July 8, 1967 

 

Brother Ambrose attended St. John's Parish School in Louisville where 

the pastor was Father Bax, the one who had been instrumental in getting 

the Xaverian Brothers re-established in the United States.  After graduat-

ing from St. Xavier's, he entered the novitiate and received the habit in 

1909.  Brother Ambrose taught very briefly at Newport News and then 

spent several years at Old Point Comfort and Mt. St. Joseph's.  He 

helped out in the English section at Bruges for two years, from 1922 to 

1924.  Returning to the States, he was appointed a Superior.  For the 

next twenty-nine years he was in some position of authority:  Superior at 

Leonard Hall from 1924 to 1929, Superior and Headmaster at St. John's 

Prep in Danvers from 1929 to 1934, Provincial from 1934 to 1937, and 

Superior General from 1937 to 1953.  He was found dead kneeling in his 

place in the Sacred Heart Novitiate chapel in Leonardtown.  The day 

previous he had proudly celebrated his seventy-fifth birthday. 

 

J U L Y   9 

 



432 

 

BROTHER VINCENT  (Romain Daneels) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, May 3, 1892 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, July 9, 1912 

 

Brother Vincent, younger brother of Brother Augustinus (March 12th), 

entered at Bruges in 1905 when he was thirteen and received the habit 

on September 8, 1908, the same day that his brother pronounced vows.  

He was a very lively character, full of wit and tricks, and one loved by 

all.  He died in his twenty-first year after suffering a martyrdom for two 

years.  His resignation to God's holy will was a wonderful lesson to 

young and old in the community. 

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH PAGANO (Brother Elroy) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, December 2, 1917 

Died:  Westwood, New Jersey, July 9, 1998 

 

Joseph Pagano was a son of Italian-Irish background.  His father was 

from Italy; his Irish mother had grown up in the lower Manhattan area 

which produced Al Smith.  From these parents he inherited the deep 

Catholic faith that characterized his life as a Xaverian Brother.  Joe him-

self grew up in the Redemptorist parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Brooklyn, and after a brief stay at St. Michael’s Diocesan High 

School, he graduated from St. Joseph’s Juniorate in 1936, and entered 

Sacred Heart Novitiate taking the name Elroy. 

 

Upon graduation from Catholic University in 1941, Brother Elroy was 

one of three Xaverians inducted into the first Phi Beta Kappa Honor So-

ciety at that university.  Although he had been an English major, he sub-

sequently earned an Master’s degree in mathematics in 1950.  In his six-

ty two years as a Xaverian, he served in five schools: St. Xavier’s, Lou-

isville, Archbishop Stepinac High School, Cardinal Hayes High School, 

Mt. St. Joseph’s in Baltimore and finally for twenty-two years at 
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Xaverian High School in Brooklyn, New York, where he retired from 

teaching in 1982. 

 

In a world of changing religious practices, Joe held on tenaciously, gain-

ing strength from a deep religious conviction of the importance of his 

vocation and the depth of his commitment to the Lord. It must have been 

hard for such a devoted community member to have had his last illness 

begin while he was on a visit to his family in New Jersey and then to die 

on July 9, 1998 in the Pascack Valley Hospital in Westwood, New Jer-

sey far away from his community.  He was brought back to Brooklyn for 

his wake and funeral and lies buried in the Xaverian plot in the Staten Is-

land Cemetery of the Resurrection. 
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BROTHER JOHN CARPENTER (Brother Patrice) 

Born:  Somersworth, New Hampshire, April 3, 1915 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, July 9, 2003 

 

Our Founder’s heritage of experiencing his vocation as “falling in love 

with the service of God” has been received by many of our Brothers, and 

John Carpenter was certainly one of those.  Brothers and lay persons 

who got to know John saw an uncomplicated man who shared his heart 

with them.  This was particularly observable during his twenty-six years 

at Malden Catholic, and then at Xaverian House in Danvers.   

 

From 1969 to 1995 Brother John Carpenter enthusiastically supported 

Malden Catholic students, faculty members and teams in all their activi-

ties.  A typing teacher before he retired (nicknamed “Brother Fingers”), 

Brother John then helped out in the treasurer’s office and, later, in the 

athletic director’s office in any way needed, and always with enthusi-

asm.  When he died, Brothers were reminded that this approach was not 

restricted to school-related activities.  He was outstanding in the care he 

would give the infirm Brothers with whom he lived.  Probably starting 

before his near-legendary care for Brother Albertus Mahoney in Malden, 

Brother John Carpenter was an affable and enthusiastic helper of his 

Brothers who needed him.  For almost seventy years he sought God 

“with all his heart” in the persons of his students, friends and Brothers.   

 

Brother John Carpenter entered the Congregation from Somersworth, 

New Hampshire in 1933.  After his first profession in 1935, young 

Brother Patrice was sent for a year to Xaverian College before beginning 

a teaching career that brought him from the Working Boys’ Home in 

Newton Highlands and St. Joseph’s School in Somerville, to the Cathe-

dral School in Richmond, Holy Cross in Brooklyn, Mission High 

School, St. John’s Prep and St. Joseph’s School in Oradell.  His happy 

years at Flaget High School in Louisville and at Cardinal Hayes inspired 
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his enthusiastic singing about “the Flaget Braves” and cheering “Up 

Hayes!” throughout his life. 

 

John Carpenter’s long stay at Malden Catholic allowed lay members of 

the staff to get to know and love him as much as did his Brothers.  When 

he finally moved to Xaverian House in 1995, he carried with him the 

hearts of friends who continued to visit him, telephone and write him, 

and take him to an occasional dinner.  This stalwart New Hampshire Re-

publican whose loyalty expanded from Richard Nixon to the University 

of Notre Dame was able to incarnate Ryken’s own passion for the ser-

vice of others by the manner in which he lived his Xaverian life for al-

most seventy years.  Brothers who enjoyed his loud “Oh my God” at 

such times as when an opponent hockey player was approaching “our” 

goal could imagine him enthusiastically saying the same words on July 

9, 2003.  On that day, the response was, certainly, “Yes, John, I’ve been 

waiting for you.  Welcome home.” 
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BROTHER NERI  (Terence Hughes) 

Born:  Elk Garden, Maryland, April 4, 1885 

Died:  Clarksburg, West Virginia, July 10, 1922 

 

Brother Neri entered the community at the age of twenty three and was 

one of us for fourteen years.  His first mission was at St. Mary's in Law-

rence.  He was revered in Clarksburg, West Virginia, where he taught at 

St. Mary's High School, arriving with the pioneer group in 1914.  Each 

Sunday he walked a distance of four miles to an Italian settlement out-

side of Clarksburg where he gathered the small children for instruction 

in religion.  While stationed at St. Mary's, cancer of the stomach devel-

oped.  As he had faith in the doctor there, he was allowed to remain alt-

hough he was relieved of all classroom duty.  Daily he took long walks.  

Although he looked the picture of health, he was literally dying on his 

feet.  He ever strove not to be a burden.  Rather than disturb the Brothers 

at night, the shy Brother Neri preferred to suffer.  He found his greatest 

relief in a prayerful appeal to the deceased Brother Ralph Hagerty (Feb-

ruary 27) whom he had known in the novitiate.  When June came and it 

was time for the community to repair to Baltimore for the annual retreat, 

Brother Neri was unable to travel.  He entered St. Mary's Hospital where 

the end came soon and mercifully.  He was interred in the Catholic 

Cemetery in Clarksburg. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 409. 

 

 

BROTHER CANICE  (Timothy F. Dineen) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, July 22, 1914 

Died:  Oradell, New Jersey, July 10, 1975 

 

Among contemporary Xaverians, perhaps only one or two were known 

directly and personally by so many Brothers as was Brother Canice.  All 

those from both provinces who entered the novitiate at Leonardtown in 
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the decade of the '50's and Newton Highlands through most of the 1960's 

bear some indelible stamp of his influence.  He just seemed to be always 

there, never wavering in his routine or his faith, a firm anchor in a turbu-

lent sea, a calm listener, and a reassuring presence.  Everyone loved him, 

even though his own shyness and reserved humility would choke off any 

attempt to express anything touching on the emotions with a, "Sure, 

that's all blather, you omadhaun, you angashor.  Be off with you."  Born 

in Somerville, Timothy Dineen moved with his family to Ireland when 

he was five, returning with them to Massachusetts seven years later.  By 

then he was so native an Irishman that his brogue and roguish Gaelic ex-

pressions were never to leave him.  A graduate of St. Joseph's Parochial 

School in Somerville, the Juniorate in Peabody, Xaverian College, and 

Catholic University where he received both his AB and MA degrees, 

Brother Canice taught at John Bapst High School in Bangor from 1937 

to 1951.  His next assignment, sixteen years, was as assistant to the Nov-

ice Master, Brother Kevin Kenney (October 31), and overseer of tempo-

ralities at the Novitiates at Fortress Monroe, Leonardtown, and Newton 

Highlands.  He spent the 1967 school year at Malden Catholic and the 

next seven years at St. Joseph's Regional High School in Montvale, New 

Jersey, where he taught English and served as community Director.  In 

January of 1975, he was admitted to Englewood Hospital for surgery for 

a detached retina.  Suspicious about a lung shadow shown by X-ray, 

doctors explored further and discovered cancer.  Cobalt treatment was 

unavailing, and he declined rapidly.  Within six months, Brother Canice 

was dead.  Community, prayer, service, loyalty, compassion, 

Xaverianism--these had been the essential ingredients of this good man's 

life. 
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BROTHER DOMINICUS  (Michael Van Den Boorn) 

Born:  Gronsfeld, Holland, September 7, 1815 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, July 11, 1848 

 

Brother Dominic's is the second name in the list of Our Dead.  Neither 

Brother Dominic nor Brother Alphonse was present in Bruges on Xavier 

Day, 1843, when the Founder and three companions were clothed in the 

Xaverian habit.  They were in Holland following the course of instruc-

tion under Father Van Beek at the Institute for the Deaf and Dumb.  The 

official date for these two having been given the habit is December 15, 

1843.  Presumably the Founder brought the habits to them from Bruges. 

 

 

BROTHER PATRICIUS  (James Faherty) 

Born:  Piedmont, West Virginia, May 4, 1874 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, July 11, 1920 

 

As a boy, Brother Patricius attended Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore and 

entered the novitiate when he was eighteen.  In the twenty-eight years he 

was with us, he was stationed at Louisville, Lowell, Somerville, Old 

Point Comfort, Norfolk, Newport News, St. Patrick's in Baltimore, 

Worcester, Alexandria, the Mount, and St. Mary's Industrial School.  At 

Mt. St. Joseph's, he was the advisory editor of the monthly college jour-

nal, THE COLLEGIAN.  At Norfolk he was the Superior of the com-

munity.  When the Xaverian School in Alexandria opened in 1919, he 

was placed in charge.  During the summer of 1920, Brother Patricius, 

who loved the outdoor life, eagerly volunteered at the age of forty-six to 

serve as a counselor at the summer camp on Breton Bay operated by the 

Leonard Hall community.  Death came to him when the camp motorboat 

caught fire, and the occupants had to jump overboard.  Apparently 

Brother Patricius lost consciousness when he touched water; perhaps the 
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excitement was too much for his weak heart.  Pulled into a tender and 

rowed ashore, he received the last rites and died on the camp wharf. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 403. 

 

 

BROTHER XAVIER  (William H. McNamara) 

Born:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, July 23, 1877 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, July 11, 1943 

 

In his long teaching career, forty-two years, Brother Xavier served in our 

high schools in Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Mas-

sachusetts.  He was principal of St. Mary's High School in Clarksburg, 

West Virginia, and the Cathedral School in Richmond.  A great bond of 

loyalty existed between him and his one-time pupils. 
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BROTHER MARCEL VERLEYE  (Brother Efrem) 

Born:  Zedelgem, West Flanders, May 10, 1917 

Died:  Assebroek, Belgium, July 11, 1990 

 

Brother Marcel was the younger brother of the late Brothers Justin (De-

cember 15) and Chrysostoom (May 21).  He was a real gentleman, full 

of wit, and a magician with words.  His prize-winning short stories, nu-

merous articles for the CONCORDIA, and his memorial cards for de-

ceased Brothers attest to his written artistry.  Brother Marcel entered the 

Congregation in 1933 and took the name Efrem.  He was perhaps una-

ware of how appropriate this name would be, as the fourth century Syri-

an Church Father had been a writer and poet.  He started his teaching ca-

reer in 1937 as a primary school instructor.  Like most Belgian religious, 

he served in the army as a stretcher-bearer or infirmarian.  For twenty-

nine years (1942 to 1956 and 1963 to 1978), he was a brilliant high 

school teacher of Germanic languages (Dutch, English, and German) in 

Bruges.  For seven of those years he was also Superior.  From 1956 to 

1963 he served in formation, first as Scholastic Master at Torhout and 

then as Novice Master in residence in Leonardtown, Maryland, with two 

Belgian novices in 1962-1963.  Later he said of this stay, "It was like a 

fairy tale, unreal, and I nearly died of homesickness."  That was indeed 

typical of him; he was a real homebody.  Back in Bruges, Brother Mar-

cel served as Superior of the Institute community from 1965 to 1972.  

From 1972 to 1990, Brother Marcel was Superior at the home for retired 

Brothers at Sint Michiels.  Terminal cancer of the esophagus and lungs 

manifested itself only three weeks before he was hospitalized at the St. 

Luke General Hospital in Assebroek, a suburb of Bruges.  He died sev-

enteen days later at the age of seventy-three.  Brother Marcel had been a 

Xaverian for fifty-seven years. 

 

J U L Y   1 2 
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BROTHER FRANCIS  (Daniel J. Lawler) 

Born:  Norfolk, Virginia, December 28, 1892 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, July 12, 1940 

 

Like Brother Edwin Cocke who preceded him in death by three weeks, 

Brother Francis was another typical Xaverian Brothers' boy.  After at-

tending our schools in Norfolk, Old Point Comfort, and Mt. St. Joseph's, 

he entered the Congregation in 1910 and received the habit on August 

15th of that year.  Brother Francis was breath-taking in teaching a class, 

running a summer camp, starring in athletics, or just roughing it.  School 

boys in Bruges, Mayfield, and in the States looked up to him in awe.  To 

them he was Superman.  As a devotee of two-fisted masculinity, he was 

a running mate of Brother Theophane Geraghty, and the two of them 

fashioned Camp Calvert into a sort of "Outward Bound" existence, espe-

cially during Smuggler's Week.  Neither of them thought twice about go-

ing hungry or naked or pursued by uniformed local posse.  At St. John's 

in Danvers where he was spending the summer months in 1940, he com-

plained of pins and needles in his arms.  The doctor advised him to go to 

bed and use a back rest.  He was not to lie down.  He was in bed only a 

few hours when a fit of coughing sent him catapulting onto the floor.  

The school chaplain, who had heard the thud on his ceiling, arrived in a 

moment to administer the last rites.  The school doctor and nurse came 

quickly, but death had been almost instantaneous.  "In all his duties, and 

in all places," read the Ordo for 1941, "Brother Francis was a boy's man, 

a true son of the late Brother Isidore." 
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BROTHER CUTHBERT  (John Unwin) 

Born:  Manchester, England, September 30, 1854 

Died:  Brighton, England, July 13, 1933 

 

Brother Cuthbert was the "Grand Old Man" of the English Province.  He 

died in his seventy-ninth year, his sixty-fifth in the Congregation.  Enter-

ing in 1868, he taught in several of the elementary schools which the 

English Province staffed in those days and also at the Old Collegiate in 

Manchester.  Appointed Headmaster in 1897 when Brother Gabriel (Oc-

tober 4) opened Clapham College, he remained in London until 1924 

when he took charge of Xaverian College in Brighton.  When Brother 

Bernard Gregson (May 10) was told that his ailment was cancer, he as-

signed himself to Brighton so that in his last days he could count on the 

saintly assistance of the "Grand Old Man." 

 

J U L Y   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER ALFRED  (Francis Aulbach) 

Born:  Fryburg, Pennsylvania, September 12, 1859 

Died:  Fryburg, Pennsylvania, July 14, 1892 

 

Until the summer of 1991, the menology entry for Brother Alfred con-

sisted of the following single sentence:  "All that Brother Julian could 

unearth about this Brother Alfred was that he was thirty-three years old, 

that he had been in the Congregation for fifteen years, and that he died 

while visiting at home." (MEN AND DEEDS, p. 206) An attempt to lo-

cate Brother Alfred's burial site led to a phone call to the one Catholic 

Church in Fryburg, St. Michael's.  The pastor contacted a parishoner 

who was interested in local genealogical research.  By a great coinci-

dence, the parishoner, Mrs. Helen Hoover, proved to be a grand-niece of 

Brother Alfred.  All she could tell us was that Brother Alfred was one of 
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seven children.  His grandparents were the first Catholic family to settle 

in Fryburg.  Brother Alfred had traveled to Baltimore in the hope of 

studying for the priesthood, but ill health forced him to leave the semi-

nary.  He apparently came to learn about the Brothers while living in 

Baltimore.  Neither she nor our archives could shed any light on his 

teaching apostolate.  He died while visiting his family and was buried in 

St. Michael's Cemetery in Fryburg.  

 

 

 

BROTHER ILDEPHONSE  (Hippolyte De Poorter) 

Born:  Ostend, Belgium, February 28, 1891 

Died:  Yser River, Belgium, July 14, 1918 

 

Brother Ildephonse was one of the several of our Belgian Province who 

served in World War I as stretcher-bearers.  When the call came, these 

young men returned to Belgium from their haven of safety in England, 

donned their military uniforms, and went in search of their outfits.  

Brother Ildephonse was the one casualty.  Making his way at night on 

the duckboards across the Yser, canal-like in width, he is supposed to 

have lost his footing and fallen into the river.  He was not missed until 

his dead body was found the next morning. 

 

 

BROTHER AIDAN  (John V. Burke) 

Born:  Piedmont, West Virginia, September 21, 1881 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 14, 1946 

 

When Brother Aidan came to us in 1912, he was almost thirty-one, old 

enough to be big brother to most of his fellow novices.  He was a mature 

person, and he proved to be an excellent teacher and a great community 

man in his quiet way.  For many years he was associated with Mt. St. Jo-

seph's where he taught in the Business Department and assisted in the 

school office. 

J U L Y   1 5 
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BROTHER ALPHONSUS  (James Ryan) 

Born:  St. John's, Newfoundland, June 11, 1862 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 15, 1938 

 

Brother Alphonsus arrived in the novitiate, handlebar moustache and all, 

when he was forty-five.  He was perhaps the last candidate accepted by 

Brother Dominic, who died two weeks later on September 14, 1907.  

Brother Alphonsus, a kindly gentleman, spent thirty years in the class-

room.  His final illness was protracted.  For ten months he fought off 

death at Jenkins Memorial Hospital in Baltimore so that he could "do 

just a bit more for God." 

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH JEROME  (Joseph L. Wagener) 

Born:  Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, February 10, 1908 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 15, 1938 

 

On the evening of the day that Brother Alphonsus passed away, Brother 

Joseph Jerome, a summer visitor at Mt. St. Joseph's, fell to his death.  

Like Brother Boniface (August 4), he mistook in the darkness the de-

scending staircase for the ascending section.  He died of a fractured skull 

a few hours later.  To those who knew him, he was "Uncle Joe," and if 

those who make community life liveable for others are rewarded by 

God, then "Uncle Joe" has a double crown. 

 

 

BROTHER BERCHMANS  (Joseph Hollebeke) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, June 20, 1885 

Died:  Heist, Belgium, July 15, 1953 

 

Brother Berchmans entered in 1902, a month after he turned seventeen.  

He received the habit on April 12, 1903, and pronounced vows on Sep-

tember 8, 1904.  Having graduated from Louvain, he taught mathematics 
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and science at the Institute.  During World War I he was sentenced to 

death on an espionage charge, but on March 12, 1917, his sentence was 

commuted to life imprisonment, seemingly a miraculous answer to the 

Brugean community's fervent Novena of Grace.  After his release in 

1919, Brother Berchmans taught at Clapham, Deeping St. James, and 

Brighton.  Brother Cyril found him invaluable in the founding days of 

the new novitiate.  Brother Berchmans returned home in August of 1935.  

The spark of brilliance in him had dimmed.  During the next eighteen 

years he served at Spy, Knokke, Torhout, and Heist, where he died un-

expectedly the day before he was to start his vacation. 
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BROTHER LAMBERT  (Charles Howard Bents) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 22, 1918 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 15, 2002 

 

Graduating from Mount Saint Joseph in May of 1936, Howard Bents en-

tered the Congregation at Old Point Comfort in November of 1936 and 

received the Holy Habit and the name Lambert on Saint Joseph’s Day in 

1937.  The mystery of his short postulancy died with Brother Lambert!  

Upon his graduation from Catholic University in 1942, he was assigned 

to Mission High School in Roxbury, beginning a very distinguished ca-

reer in Xaverian education.  Brother Lambert’s early years at Mission 

were some of the happiest of his life, and he made lasting friendships 

with his Mission boys.   

 

After a brief assignment to the Juniorate, Brother Lambert returned to 

his alma mater, Mount Saint Joseph, as Director of Residents in 1949, a 

position he held for four years. Again, during this assignment, Lambert 

made a deep impression on the young men he taught.  In 1953 Brother 

Lambert was appointed Principal of Boys’ Catholic High School in 

Malden, Massachusetts, beginning a new career as the reluctant “man in 

charge.”  When Brother Lambert asked to be relieved of his duties as 

Principal of Boys’ Catholic, Brother William, the Provincial, accepted 

his resignation with the words, “You want out of the frying pan, but 

you’re going to go into the fire.”  With those words Brother William ap-

pointed him the founding Principal of Ryken High School in 

Leonardtown, Maryland.  Ryken High School was founded in mud and 

rain.  Since the school building and the Juniorate dormitories were not 

ready for occupancy when the aspirants and the new students arrived in 

September of 1956, both the Brothers and the aspirants lived in the cab-

ins at Camp Calvert until the winter cold finally drove the aspirants to 

Xaverian College and the faculty to Leonard Hall.  Brother Lambert’s 

journal of the founding of Ryken and the school’s first year reads like a 
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comedy of errors.  He wrote, “Rain! Rain! More rain! Mud!!!  Every-

where mud!”  Brother Lambert’s further attempts to be relieved of au-

thority were unavailing, and after a brief assignment to Flaget High 

School, he was appointed Director and Superior of Don Bosco Hall in 

Detroit, Michigan.  When the Xaverian Brothers withdrew from Don 

Bosco Hall in 1965, it brought to an end a 97-year commitment which 

the community had made to various childcare institutions, beginning 

with Saint Mary’s Industrial School in 1868.  As reluctant as he was to 

be in charge, Brother Lambert very much regretted the withdrawal of the 

Brothers from Don Bosco Hall where he felt we did very significant 

work.  He never quite forgave Brother Thomas More for this decision. 

 

Brother Lambert was back in the classroom at Xaverian High School 

from 1965-1967 when he was appointed the Principal of Holy Name 

School in Brooklyn.  He remained Principal of Holy Name until the 

Brothers withdrew from the school in 1971.  Brother Lambert then re-

turned to Xaverian High where he remained until he was appointed Pro-

vincial Treasurer in 1986.  In 1992 he returned to Mount Saint Joseph as 

Director of the bookstore and remained there until he was incapacitated 

by a stroke in 1998.  During his last years at the Mount, Brother Lambert 

was friend and father confessor to all from his place in the bookstore, a 

refuge to many boys who didn’t quite fit in and who needed a kindly 

grandfather to pay attention to them.   

 

Brother Lambert’s death was particularly beautiful.  During his last 

years at the Mount, he had become quite fond of the school’s Chaplain, 

Father Michael Murphy, a Mount Saint Joseph graduate.  When Brother 

Lambert was dying, Father Murphy was away.  He returned unexpected-

ly to Baltimore and went immediately to see Brother Lambert.  Although 

Lambert was not conscious, he seemed to sense Father Mike’s presence.  

Father Mike anointed him, and ten minutes later, with Father Mike still 

present, Brother Lambert went home to God.   

 

Brother Lambert was waked in the chapel at his beloved Mount Saint 

Joseph.  Present at his wake and funeral were the son and daughter of 
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Jack Cox, one of Lambert’s Mission boys, who had traveled to Balti-

more to honor their late father’s life long devotion to Brother Lambert.  

A fitting tribute to Lambert’s love for all the boys whom he taught over 

his long career! After a funeral at St Joseph’s Monastery Church, Broth-

er Lambert was laid to rest with his confreres at Bonnie Brae.             

 

J U L Y   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER DOMINICUS  (Henry P. Crowley) 

Born:  Washington, D.C., June 20, 1899 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, July 16, 1968 

 

Henry Crowley entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's on September 

14, 1917, when he was eighteen.  He spent fifty-one years in the Con-

gregation.  His first three missions, all very brief ones, were at industrial 

schools or homes for working boys in Deep River, Detroit, and Elm 

Grove.  Longer tours of duty at Bardstown, the Mount, and St. Mary's 

Industrial School followed.  His longest stay was at Xaverian College in 

Silver Spring, Maryland, where he was assigned in 1939.  Exceptionally 

adept at tailoring, Brother Dominicus reigned supreme in the little 

wooden house which contained both tailor and barber shop, sewing and 

mending trousers and habits for the hundreds of scholastics who passed 

through XC in the twenty-four years he was stationed there.  Those who 

had mastered the soft phrase were always certain that their repair work 

would be ready by the end of the day.  Brother Dominicus' short figure, 

wrapped in a black cape, became a familiar sight as he crossed and re-

crossed the campus with his kephala-covered head held high.  He always 

took himself seriously, but his propensity for unintentional malaprop-

isms revealed the kindly, simple soul that he was.  Brother Dominicus 

left Xaverian College in 1963 for the newly-opened Nazareth High 

School in Brooklyn.  This transfer, so long desired after almost a quarter 

century at the college, gave him much real pleasure.  However, his 

health soon declined, due in part to the inroads of diabetes.  He lived 

long enough to observe his golden jubilee in September of 1967.  He 
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died ten months later at the age of sixty-nine and was laid to rest in the 

Brothers' plot in Leonardtown. 

 

 

 

J U L Y   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER LEONARD  (Thaddeus P. Gilhooley) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, October 9, 1921 

Died:  Saddle Brook, New Jersey, July 16, 1986 

 

The Congregation lost one of its foremost scholars and a raconteur ex-

traordinaire when Brother Leonard passed away after a brief hospitaliza-

tion for a basal carcinoma of the leg complicated by a hip fracture.  A 

product of Holy Name in Brooklyn and the Juniorate in Peabody, he en-

tered the novitiate in 1938.  His educational credits included a BA from 

Loyola University in Baltimore, an MS from St. John's University, an 

MA from Boston College, and a PhD in English Literature from Ford-

ham University.  A brilliant, creative, and dynamic teacher, he spent 

time on the staffs of Leonard Hall Naval Academy, Flaget, St. John's 

Prep, Keith Academy, and he was one of the brightest stars on the stellar 

first faculty of Xaverian High in Brooklyn in the late 1950's and early 

1960's.  From 1962 to 1966 he taught the scholastics at Xaverian Col-

lege.  Brother Leonard spent a total of twenty-five years on the faculty 

of Fordham University, first as an Associate Professor from 1954 to 

1959 while residing at Cardinal Hayes and then from 1966 to his death 

twenty years later as a Professor of English Literature.  He commuted 

each day to the Rose Hill campus in the Bronx from St. Joseph's Re-

gional High School in Montvale, New Jersey.  These were years of sub-

stantive scholarly output, climaxing in two distinguished books on Ores-

tes Brownson, the 19th century American author and clergyman.  Broth-

er Leonard was also an Assistant Editor and sometimes Acting Editor of 

the New Catholic Encyclopedia and authored several of its entries.  He 

had a keen interest in politics and law and, known to few, he did anony-
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mous speech-writing for the United States Secretary of Labor in the 

1950's while his twin brother, John Gilhooley, was Under-Secretary.  At 

the time of his death at Kennedy Memorial Hospital in Saddle Brook, 

New Jersey, Brother Leonard was sixty-four and had been in the order 

forty-eight years. 

 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN HANNON (Brother Garnier) 

Born: Louisville, Kentucky,  August 11, 1915 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, July 16, 1995 

 

Brother John Hannon was a 1933 graduate of St. Xavier High School.  

He entered the novitiate June 15, 1933 and graduated from Catholic 

University in 1938.  His first teaching assignment was to Holy Cross 

School, Brooklyn, New York, and a year later he was transferred to St. 

Michael’s Diocesan High School.  Later assignments took him to Mount 

St. Joseph and Keith Academy where he taught English and business 

subjects.  He was also treasurer at the Mount and at St. X.  where he also 

spent his retirement years.   He learned to drive rather late in life, and 

almost daily he visited brothers and relatives of the brothers in hospitals 

and nursing homes in the Louisville area.  His death was sudden and un-

expected.  He was a member of the congregation for sixty-two years.  

 

J U L Y   1 7 

 

BROTHER SIMEON  (Ludger Jolivet) 

Born:  St. Gervais, Province of Quebec, March 18, 1858 

Died:  Detroit, Michigan, July 17, 1927 

 

Brother Simeon was a man of varied gifts.  By profession he had been a 

physician, having been graduated from the University of Paris with a 

degree in medicine.  At the age of forty-one and at the advice of his con-

fessor, he applied for admission to the Xaverian Brothers.  In 1899 he 

was admitted at Louisville and made his profession on July 13, 1901.  
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During his twenty-eight years with us, he taught at St. Xavier's in Louis-

ville, Mt. St. Joseph's, Old Point Comfort, and Leonard Hall.  For the 

last six years of his life, he guided the destinies of St. Joseph's Home in 

Detroit.  He died of a heart attack while sitting at a window, watching 

the activities of the boys in the yard.  He was seventy years of age.  

Brother Simeon had been a much-traveled man.  His innocent query, ad-

dressed to a visiting clergyman, "Have I not met you in Beirut, or was it 

Joppa?" became a password throughout the American Province.  The 

cause of God and the good of the Congregation ever lay next to his 

heart.  Inheriting a large fortune from a relative, he did not wait until 

death to leave it by will; rather, he disposed of most of it during life, and 

no want that the Community could not afford to supply was ever let wait 

if it came to his notice. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 476-478. 
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J U L Y   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER ANGELUS  (Lawrence Horrigan) 

Born:  Tipperary, Ireland, September 5, 1853 

Died:  Old Point Comfort, Virginia, July 17, 1935 

 

Entering Mt. St. Joseph's on December 17, 1876, Brother Angelus re-

ceived the habit two weeks later.  With him on that December 30th were 

Brothers Raymond (October 27) and Columbanus (November 1); they 

were the first to be clothed at the novitiate.  Brother Angelus was associ-

ated with the school at Mt. St. Joseph's, eventually as Prefect of Studies, 

until he succeeded Brother Dominic in 1886 at St. Patrick's in Lowell, 

where there had been a drowning that August 16th (Brother Bonaventure 

Guthrie).  Brother Angelus was Superior for the next twenty years, pio-

neering at Norfolk, Scranton, and Wheeling.  In 1920 he retired to Old 

Point Comfort--he loved to fish--and died there in 1935 at the age of 

eighty-one. 

 

 

J U L Y   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER ANSELMUS  (John Hagemann) 

Born:  Kirchellen, Germany, October 24, 1839 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, July 18, 1890 

 

Brother Anselmus and his younger brother, Henry Hagemann, entered 

on September 13, 1856, joining their older brother, Theodore who had 

been at "Het Walletje" since the previous March.  After ten years in Eng-

land, Brother Anselmus was assigned to Louisville in September of 

1870, the critical days, and died there twenty years later.  His younger 

brother Henry had contracted tuberculosis and died at home on January 

26, 1858, a few days after his fifteenth birthday.  Theodore, as Brother 

Matthias (June 4), was for many years an important figure on the Eng-
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lish mission.  Upon Brother Anselmus' death in 1890, the community 

felt that it had lost a saint.  "His very presence," according to MEN AND 

DEEDS, "seemed to exhale the atmosphere of God." 

MEN AND DEEDS, P. 204. 

 

 

BROTHER MAURICE  (Rene Van Schepdael) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, January 10, 1886 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, July 18, 1903 

 

In the listing of "Our Dead" for the Belgian Province, the name of 

Brother Maurice comes first among the native sons of Bruges who died 

as Xaverian Brothers.  His days with us were few.  Entering on August 

21, 1899, when he was thirteen, he received the habit on September 17, 

1901.  He died in his eighteenth year. 
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BROTHER ANDREW  (Vincent Fothergill) 

Born:  London, England, April 16, 1895 

Died:  Brighton, England, July 19, 1919 

 

On July 19, 1919, England was celebrating Peace Day.  At Xaverian 

College, Brighton, early in the afternoon, Brother Andrew, who was on-

ly twenty-four and had been professed a year, was sitting out on the 

lawn in the shade of some trees, talking to one of the boys.  Neither he 

nor the boy was visible from the house where, in a room on the second 

floor, an Old Boy was displaying his service sidearm to one of the 

Brothers.  Eager to contribute to the noise of the day, the Brother bor-

rowed the heavy revolver, went to the window, looked around, saw no 

one, and fired, so he thought, into the air.  What he did not know imme-

diately was that the kick of the heavy weapon had caused him to fire 

downward, and that the bullet had pierced Brother Andrew's heart.  The 

boy who had witnessed the accident said that the victim jumped to his 

feet, staggered forward a few steps, and then had fallen down dead. 

 

 

BROTHER JAN  (Paul-Joseph Deruelle) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, March 13, 1893 

Died:  West Flanders, Belgium, July 19, 1980 

 

Brother Jan, or "Frere Jan" as he was affectionately called, was a true 

Brugean who knew and profoundly loved his native city.  He attended 

St. James Parish School, which was conducted by the Brothers, and sub-

sequently became an aspirant at the age of fifteen in 1908.  A brilliant 

scholar, he began his teaching career before finishing his high school 

studies.  Because of patriotically sincere pro-Belgian feelings, feelings 

he strongly vocalized to his students, Brother Jan was arrested by the 

Germans in World War I and confined to camps in Belgium and Germa-

ny as a "civil war prisoner."  After his release, he served as interim Nov-
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ice Master, Director of the new Juniorate at Moerkerke, and as Superior 

of the large (fifty Brothers) community at the Institute in Bruges where 

he was both idol and ideal for the younger generation of Xaverians.  

From 1937 to 1947 he served in our Congo mission at Likasi, and he be-

came an authority on the Swahili language, for the teaching of which he 

even composed a grammar.  A one-year tenure as Provincial culminated 

in a nervous breakdown, brought on by province problems compounded 

by the War.  He happily returned to the Congo in 1948 where he estab-

lished the first Xaverian Juniorate and novitiate in Africa.  He returned 

to Belgium in 1961 and served for a time as the Superior of the 

Landhuis, the residence for retired Brothers.  In the summer of 1976, he 

was struck by a paralysis of the brain and hospitalization became neces-

sary.  Four long, dark years of the mind followed, with only rare sparks 

of light, after which there was again darkness and the silent colloquy of 

his great soul with the Lord to whose call he had responded by the faith-

ful service of seventy years in religion. 
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BROTHER EMERIC (Jules  Fellner) 

Born:  Budapest, Hungary, October 31, 1916 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, July 19, 2013 

 

Brother Emeric was born in Budapest during the First World War. After 

his mother’s death in 1918, he was sent as a child from Hungary to Bel-

gium where he was adopted by a Flemish family, and  became acquaint-

ed with the Xaverian Brothers.  At the age of fifteen he joined the con-

gregation as a postulant on February 2, 1932.  He made his first profes-

sion of vows on  September 8, 1934, and his perpetual vows on the same 

date in 1939.  

 

Prior to 1953, Brother Emeric taught in Bruges and Heist. Thereafter he 

went as a missionary to the Congo where, with a short interruption, he 

was active until 1975, when our mission in Kasenga was dissolved.  He 

was then assigned to our Generalate in Rome (1975-1985), where he 

was superior and treasurer and was quite content. When the Generalate 

was transferred to Twickenham in England in 1985, Brother Emeric 

moved also and remained as treasurer for six more years. When he was 

seventy-five, he returned to Belgium and stayed at our country-house in 

St Michiels where he enjoyed gardening. 

 

Brother Emeric was very good at languages. He taught French and spoke 

English fluently. In 1948, under the pseudonym of Eric Brem, he trans-

lated two books from Hungarian into Dutch : “Arendsjongskens” (Ea-

glets) by Stefaan Regoczi and “Slaven van God” (God’s Slaves) by 

Gàrdony Géza). He was also a passionate lover of classical music. 

 

Brother Emeric passed quietly away at the age of ninety-seven on July 

19, 2013, at Herdershove, a nursing home in Bruges, where he got the 

best possible help and care. On the 24
th, 

after a Mass at the Cathedral, he 

was buried among his brothers at St. Michiels Cemetery in Bruges. 
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BROTHER RALPH  (Frederick Wagenknecht) 

Born:  Toledo, Ohio, July 16, 1883 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, July 20, 1925 

 

Brother Ralph entered at thirty-three and was dead at forty-two from 

septic poisoning.  He was an enormous man who weighed over three 

hundred and fifty pounds.  His first assignment was at Deep River, Con-

necticut.  Later he was transferred to St. John's Prep in Danvers where 

he worked as procurator.  For years there he labored amidst the greatest 

of inconveniences.  The small kitchen and the even smaller storage quar-

ters caused him no little trouble.  He had long urged the construction of 

more commodious quarters, but the spring that saw the initial work on 

the new dining hall and kitchen building found him incapacitated.  To 

Brother Ralph, according to MEN AND DEEDS, several of our houses 

are indebted for statues of Our Founder. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 423-424. 

 

 

BROTHER PACHOMIUS  (David R. Hagerty) 

Born:  Norwich, Connecticut, August 10, 1879 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 20, 1940 

 

Brother Pachomius entered the Congregation in 1906 at the age of twen-

ty-six.  In 1907 when St. John's Normal College became St. John's Pre-

paratory School, the aspirants were dispossessed, and for several years 

they were housed hither and yon in small groups.  In 1913 Brother 

Isidore made a new start and assigned all the aspirants to our school at 

Old Point Comfort in Virginia where they were to be a part of the regu-

lar student body.  The Master of Aspirants from 1913 to 1919 was 

Brother Pachomius, and it is in this capacity that he is best remembered.  

At times he must have felt that he was another mother hen who had 

obligingly hatched a brood of ducklings.  But he was patient, feeling 
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sure that his charges would develop into worthwhile Brothers.  When the 

results began to show and the growth in the number of aspirants necessi-

tated the establishment of the Juniorate in Peabody, Massachusetts in 

1923, he was rightfully proud.  He died at St. Agnes Hospital in Balti-

more after thirty-four years of dedicated service. 

 

 

BROTHER ALFRED  (Gerard Rau) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, January 3, 1909 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, July 20, 1971 

 

Brother Alfred, another "old boy" from St. James in Ezelstraat, joined us 

in 1925.  Having fulfilled his military obligations in 1929 and 1930, he 

made his profession in 1931.  He subsequently served in an oddly as-

sorted scheme of assignments:  porter at the Institute in Bruges, cook at 

Knokke, supervisor of the junior section at the Institute.  Called up in the 

"Eighteen Days War" in 1940, he was a prisoner in Germany for six 

months.  In 1955 intestinal trouble forced him into retirement at Sint 

Michiels.  He died in his sleep; he had been a Xaverian for forty-six 

years. 
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BROTHER JUSTUS  (John Hespelein) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 20, 1894 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 22, 1924 

 

As a boy, Brother Justus attended St. James Parochial School in Balti-

more which was staffed by the Brothers.  Later, he also studied at Mount 

St. Joseph's and Leonard Hall.  When World War I broke out, he enlisted 

and saw service overseas with the American Expeditionary Force.  Dis-

charged after the Armistice, he entered our novitiate in 1920 at the age 

of twenty-six.  His career as a religious was short--four years.  Stricken 

at St. Mary's Industrial School, he was taken to nearby St. Agnes Hospi-

tal.  His high fever did not respond to treatment. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 418-419. 

 

BROTHER VICTOR  (Maurice Sagaert) 

Born:  Houthulst, Belgium, July 19, 1911 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, July 22, 1929 

 

After completing his canonical year in the novitiate at Torhout, Brother 

Victor, the brother of Brother Lucien (August 6), enrolled in the local 

normal school where he excelled in his studies.  On the playing field he 

was the leader.  During that school year, some sort of strange malady 

characterized by a high fever attacked him.  He first complained after he 

had fallen while skating and had to be assisted back to the novitiate with 

what was supposed to be an arm injury.  He died that summer three days 

after his eighteenth birthday.  When his parents proposed to take him 

home to Houthulst, he told them that he preferred to die in religion. 

 

J U L Y   2 3 

 

BROTHER CYPRIAN  (Francis J. Ford) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, April 1, 1924 

Died:  Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa, July 23, 1981 
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Brother Cyprian died in his fifty-eighth year, his thirty-fourth in the 

Congregation.  After being educated in the Worcester schools, he served 

for three years in the United States Air Force in England and took part in 

the famous D-Day invasion.  Entering the Brothers in 1947, he earned 

degrees from Fordham and Catholic Universities.  His teaching assign-

ments took him to Our Lady of Good Counsel Annex to Cardinal Hayes 

High School (the famed 94th Street), Xaverian High School in Brook-

lyn, and Xaverian College.  In 1959 Brother Cyprian volunteered for as-

signment to the African missions, the work to which he dedicated the 

remainder of his life.  He served as Superior and Principal of Fatima 

College in Lira, Uganda; he was one of the pioneers at Tindinyo, 

Kaimosi, where we had our high school sections of the juniorate and no-

vitiate; and he also acted as the regional Superior of the Brothers in Af-

rica.  In 1968 he was made Principal of Eregi Teachers' College in Ken-

ya, a school he served with dedication and love until his death.  Under 

his leadership the school grew in size and prestige to become one of the 

cornerstones of teacher preparation in East Africa.  His efforts at Eregi 

earned him many honors from the government and people of Kenya.  

Brother Cyprian made a brief visit to the States in early 1981.  Both his 

family and confreres knew it would be the last time they would see him.  

His health wasn't good, and he was returning home to Kenya to die.  On 

July 23rd he passed away in his sleep in Nairobi where he had attended a 

meeting at the Ministry of Education that day.  At his death, the Presi-

dent of Kenya hailed him as a great missionary-educator.  His funeral at 

the church in Mukumu was the largest for any missionary in western 

Kenya in living memory.  His final liturgy was concelebrated by over 

fifty priests.  From the parish church, the people followed the procession 

to the Seminary for burial.  Thousands of people lined the way.  One 

Irish missionary priest commented, "Back in Ireland you would say 

something like this happens only once in a hundred years." 

 

J U L Y   2 3 
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BROTHER FIDELIS  (Denis Mahoney) 

Born:  Lynn, Massachusetts, July 4, 1872 

Died:  Lynn, Massachusetts, July 23, 1891 

 

Brother Fidelis entered the novitiate in Baltimore in 1888 when he was 

only sixteen.  His was a short career--three years.  A sufferer from tuber-

culosis, he was allowed at the request of his parents to live at home.  He 

died there three weeks after his nineteenth birthday. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 205. 

 

 

BROTHER THEODORE JAMES  (Anthony Regan) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, May 6, 1905 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, July, 23, 1926 

 

Young "Tony" Regan attended St. Patrick's School, staffed by the 

Xaverians, in Lowell.  He then became an aspirant at Old Point Comfort.  

After the four year classical course he was transferred to the novitiate 

where he received the habit on August 15, 1923.  He pronounced tempo-

rary vows two years later.  Brother Theodore James' first mission was St. 

Mary's Industrial School where his ability as a musician caused him to 

be assigned as assistant to Brother Simon.  After a year at St. Mary's, he 

was transferred to Bardstown, Kentucky.  During the summer of 1926, 

he contracted typhoid fever as Brother Placidus O'Brien had done at the 

same place and possibly from the same contaminated well.  He died at 

St. Anthony's Hospital in Louisville.  One month later, a younger brother 

of his was invested with the habit, and took the name Theodore James in 

his older brother's memory. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 467-468. 

 

 

BROTHER GERALD EDWARD  (Richard P. O'Brien) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, March 16, 1916 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, July 23, 1973 
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Brother Gerald Edward, a member of the Sacred Heart Province, died at 

the Jewish Hospital in Louisville of a kidney condition complicated by 

pneumonia.  A member of the Congregation for thirty-four years, he had 

served at Bardstown from 1942 to 1954, at Keith Academy from 1954 to 

1958, at Good Counsel High School from 1958 to 1967, and at St. Xavi-

er's from 1967 until his death.  Usually he was assigned to the guidance 

department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J U L Y   2 4 

 

 

BROTHER LEON  (Albert P. Duck) 

Born:  Detroit, Michigan, February 3, 1888 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 24, 1942 

 

Brother Leon was working in Detroit and living at St. Joseph's Home 

when he applied for admission at the age of twenty.  Accepted in 1908 

by the newly-appointed Provincial, Brother Isidore, he made his noviti-

ate under Brother Theodore.  Unfitted to do anything in a classroom, 

Brother Leon made himself useful in the domestic department at Mt. St. 

Joseph's, his only mission.  He was very handy to look after the front 

door, actually the side door in the Tower, waiting for hours just hoping 

that someone would come along.  Just about five feet tall, with a smile 

always on his face, he was a fluttery, bird-like, simple soul for whom 

everyone felt a personal responsibility.  He was everybody's friend.  An-

yone who deliberately hurt Leon Duck's feelings wore the brand of Cain 

as far as the community was concerned.  His death at the age of fifty-

four was caused by a sudden heart attack.  He had been a Xaverian 

Brother for thirty-four years. 
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BROTHER CLYDE  (Robert E. Loker) 

Born:  Leonardtown, Maryland, October 26, 1906 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 26, 1946 

 

The Lokers were and are leading citizens of Leonardtown, Maryland.  

Before Brother Clyde entered our novitiate, all the novices were pre-

pared to greet "The Loker Boy," "Judge Loker's Son."  He lived up to 

expectations.  He was particularly good at recreation with his endless 

supply of southern stories told in perfect dialect and acted out superbly.  

And he remained that way after he left the novitiate.  It was a joy to have 

known him.  He was not quite forty when he died of cancer.  He knew 

no fear.  Up to six hours before his death when he lapsed into a coma, he 

was still telling stories. 

 

J U L Y   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER ADRIAN  (Donald McLeod) 

Born:  Cape Breton Island, Canada, 1860 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 27, 1888 

 

Brother Adrian, a native of Broad Cove Pond, Cape Breton Island, 

joined the community in Baltimore in 1880 when he was twenty.  He 

died there after eight years of faithful service.  His was the fourth death 

in the American Province that year.  All of the deceased were young 

men who had entered in their twentieth year.  Brother Adrian was one of 

the two who survived for eight years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 203. 

 

 

 

BROTHER CLAUDIUS  (William G. Clark) 
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Born:  West Louisville, Kentucky, August 4, 1881 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 27, 1959 

 

Brother Claudius, brother of Brother Silverius (September 29) and 

Brother Cletus (April 25), was  called to his heavenly home a week be-

fore his seventy-eighth birthday.  Of his fifty-two years in religion, he 

had spent forty-seven of them at Old Point Comfort, Virginia, where, 

with the assistance of a hired hand or two, he worked the farm.  In com-

munity he was always alert to the humor involved in the day-to-day liv-

ing together, and he was always ready to join in the lively banter.  Gen-

erations of novices at Old Point referred to him as "Claudie," as did the 

Negro help, and they described him plaintively as "the man who worked 

so hard."  He impressed all by his smile and deep spirituality. 

 

 

BROTHER LUANUS  (Lawrence G. Meegan) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, February 2, 1921 

Died:  Brockton, Massachusetts, July 27, 1977 

 

A graduate of Mission Church High School, Brother Luanus entered in 

1940.  His first assignment, from 1944 to 1950, was at St. Mary's Indus-

trial School where he enjoyed his most exciting days as an assistant to 

Brother Benedict Joseph (August 9) in rounding up run-aways.  His last 

assignment, St. Joseph Regional High School in Montvale, New Jersey, 

from 1966 to 1977, found him teaching and for some time serving as an 

assistant to the Principal.  He obtained his Master's degree in Education 

from Boston College.  Suffering a heart attack while visiting his sister in 

Rockland, Massachusetts, he was hospitalized at Cardinal Cushing Hos-

pital in Brockton where he died several weeks later. 

J U L Y   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER ALEXIUS JOSEPH  (William B. Lally) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 4, 1907 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, July 28, 1974 
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Brother Alexius Joseph succumbed to a two-year illness. During his for-

ty-eight years as a Xaverian Brother, he taught at St. Patrick's in Lowell, 

Mission High in Roxbury, St. John's Prep in Danvers, and Malden Cath-

olic, as well as in Wheeling, Brooklyn, and St. Xavier's in Louisville 

from 1956 to 1974.  He was a co-founder of the CYO in the archdiocese 

of Boston and long active in its affairs.  His enthusiastic column about 

Brothers was a regular feature of CONTACT, an archdiocesan publica-

tion.  He authored a CYRENIAN on Brother Gilbert Cairnes (October 

19). 

J U L Y   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER PIUS  (Francis McKeown) 

Born:  Birkenhead, Cheshire, England, June 9, 1906 

Died:  Manchester, England, July 30, 1963 

 

Brother Pius taught at Brighton from 1925 to 1928, at Clapham from 

1931 to 1943, and at Blackpool during the 1943-1944 school year.  In 

1931 he obtained an Honors degree in French from the University of 

London.  He was Superior at Mayfield when, in 1950, he was named 

Eighth Provincial of the English Province.  During his provincialship he 

closed the novitiate at Deeping St. James and opened a new one at 

Wadhurst in Sussex.  In the hope of more vocations, he initiated the 

opening of St. Xavier's School at West Hartlepool.  At the conclusion of 

his term of office he was assigned to Manchester.  His sudden death in 

his fifty-eighth year, his fortieth in religion, was due to a thrombosis. 

 

 

BROTHER LIONEL  (John M. Doyle) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, October 22, 1915 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, July 30, 1983 

 

Upon graduation from St. Joseph's School in Somerville, John Doyle en-

tered the juniorate in Peabody.  Four years later he was officially re-
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ceived into the Congregation at Old Point Comfort.  His first teaching 

assignment, from 1937 to 1941, was at the Cathedral School in Rich-

mond.  In 1942 he received his Bachelor's degree from Catholic Univer-

sity.  During the next twenty years Brother Lionel served with distinc-

tion at Leonard Hall, St. Teresa's in Brooklyn, St. Xavier's in Louisville, 

and St. John's High School in Worcester where he served as the diocesan 

director of the Catholic Youth Council.  His last assignment, twenty-one 

years, was at St. John's Prep in Danvers where he taught English, acted 

as moderator of the St. William's Guild and the Xaverian Guild, and was 

the Director of Admissions until his retirement in 1981.  Brother Lionel 

surely had a touch of class.  No matter the task or occasion, he ap-

proached all he did with great dignity, professionalism, and warmth, 

qualities that were integral ingredients of his personality and character.  

Although invalided by the effects of diabetes, Brother Lionel realized his 

dream of celebrating his golden jubilee with his classmates in May of 

1983.  He died nine weeks later in Salem Hospital where he was being 

treated for phlebitis and blood clots.  Shortly before his death he had 

written, "Diabetes has made such a physical wreck of me that I never 

thought I would live to observe my fiftieth anniversary as a Xaverian 

Brother." 
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BROTHER JOHN WILLS  (Alberic) 

Born: Baltimore, MD, December 5, 1926 

Died: Louisville, KY, July 30, 2006 

 

Born in Baltimore, John Henry Wills spent three years at Mount Saint 

Joseph before transferring to Saint Joseph Juniorate on Peabody’s Oak 

Hill for his senior year.  His Mount Saint Joseph transcript shows no 

grade below 91 with most grades in the high 90’s.  This strong academic 

bent remained with him all his life both as a student and as a teacher.   

 

Entering from the Juniorate on February 15, 1945, John was given the 

name Blaise when he received the Holy Habit on the following Feast of 

the Assumption.  In August of 1946, John withdrew from the Congrega-

tion. While back in Baltimore John attended Loyola College and re-

entered the Congregation on March 1, 1950.  He received the habit again 

eighteen days later on Saint Joseph’s Day and was given the name 

Alberic.  Since his postulancy had been waived for his second entrance, 

he actually belonged to the novitiate class entering in September of 

1949.  He was somewhat distressed, years later, when he was designated 

a Golden Jubilarian with the class which entered in September of 1950.   

 

After graduation from The Catholic University, John was assigned to 

Flaget High School in Louisville from 1955 until 1959.  Little did he 

know at the time that Louisville would become his home.  He spent thir-

ty-seven years in Louisville over three assignments, one at Flaget and 

two at Saint X.  In 1959 he was assigned to Xaverian College as an in-

structor where he remained until 1964.  The 1964-1965 school year 

found him at Saint X, and in 1965 he was transferred to Our Lady of 

Good Counsel High School as the prefect of studies.  In 1974 he was as-

signed to Saint X as the principal to succeed the redoubtable Brother 

Conrad Callahan.  John’s years as principal at Saint X were not the best 

fit for him or for the school, and in 1980 he resigned and yet remained 

on the school faculty for the next twenty-five years. 
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John Wills was a master teacher and a “boys’ Brother” in the best sense 

of that term.  For thirty years at Saint Xavier, he taught the best and the 

brightest and set them on a strong academic course.  Many of his former 

students became leaders in medicine, in business, in law and in the arts.  

All of his former students held him in the highest esteem and frequently 

spoke of him as one of the finest teachers they had ever encountered.  

The boys at Saint X dubbed him “the energizer bunny” because of the 

enthusiasm with which he approached his classes.  John never sat during 

a class.  He was up and down the aisles, bounding about the classroom, 

joking with his students as he pounded pre-calculus, calculus and alge-

bra into their heads.  John was a teacher who could make learning fun 

without ever having the least disorder in his classroom.   

 

John arrived at school from daily Mass at seven thirty everyday and 

prefected the hallway at the famous T on the first floor of Saint X.  

There he met students he didn’t teach, smiling and encouraging them as 

they prepared for their school day.  He was in the hallways between eve-

ry period and at the end of school as well.  When he received the prestig-

ious Borders Teaching Award, one alumnus of Saint X who had never 

had John as a teacher wrote in support of him,  saying that Brother 

John’s smiling and friendly face helped him to survive his first year at 

Saint X.  In a large and bustling school, he knew that one Brother knew 

his name and was happy to see him every morning.   

 

After his own principalship ended, John served at Saint X under three 

headmasters, Brother Edward Driscoll, Brother James Kelly and Doctor 

Perry Sangalli.  None of these men ever had to worry about Brother John 

being critical of the administration.  He was not one to gossip in faculty 

rooms.  If he had a problem with anything in the school, he went right to 

the headmaster and told him, always very respectfully and always under-

standing that things were more complicated than they seemed.  Every 

year while Brother James was the President of Saint X, John would 

come to him and say, “I hear that a teacher is the last one to know that 

he is losing it.  The day that you think that I am no longer effective in 
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the classroom, please tell me, and I will go quietly.”  John never lost his 

effectiveness in the classroom.  Until the day that cancer forced his re-

tirement, he was still the best teacher in the building. 

 

John fought a long and hard struggle with cancer, faithfully nursed by 

his two dear friends, Brother George Willenbrink and Brother Hugo 

Hammer.  George and John had lived together for thirty years in the 

community on Illinois Avenue before the community closed, and the 

three members came to Ryken House.   

 

The Xaverian Brothers Sponsored Schools teach that the virtues of zeal, 

trust, compassion, humility and simplicity are the cornerstones of 

Xaverian education.  They are, of course, those virtues which are sup-

posed to be most characteristic of Xaverian Brothers.  John Wills incar-

nated those virtues and values in his life.  He was a man dedicated to the 

Congregation and to his students, a man who lived those Xaverian vir-

tues to an eminent degree.  His funeral was a beautiful tribute to a zeal-

ous Xaverian Brother.   

 

 

J U L Y   3 1 

 

BROTHER PETER  (Peter Schmitz) 

Born:  Reuth, Rhenish Prussia, August 11, 1863 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, July 31, 1911 

 

Brother Peter, who entered in 1881 when he was nineteen, holds a place 

in the Belgian Province similar to that of Brother Julian in the American.  

He was Novice Master for thirteen years, 1897 to 1910, until ill-health 

sent him into retirement at Torhout.  When he died the following year, 

he was only forty-eight.  In Brother Peter's day, the novices, postulants, 

and aspirants lived at St. Francis Xavier Institute, and they did the work.  

Brother Peter was always there when it came to peeling potatoes, sweep-

ing classrooms, and washing floors.  For the townspeople of Torhout, 

the funeral of Brother Peter was momentous.  The American delegates to 
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the General Chapter, Brothers Isidore, James, and Paul, walked in the 

funeral cortege and wore white straw hats.  Brother Vincent Engel, who 

had been one of Brother Peter's novices, regarded him as a model for 

Xaverians. 

 

 

BROTHER LINUS  (William Quirk) 

Born:  McLean County, Kentucky, December 21, 1866 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, July 31, 1950 

 

Brother Linus spent twenty years in the classroon where he dealt in such 

spelling puzzlers as "syzygy, sumac, shepherd and phthisis."  Eventually 

he escaped so he could devote all his time to landscaping the grounds at 

St. John's in Danvers.  Brother Linus had a special interest in St. John's.  

He taught the aspirants there for several years.  He was always available 

to fill in during the summer vacation.  In 1907 when the house for aspir-

ants made way for the new St. John's Preparatory School, Brother Linus 

was a member of the pioneer community, and he remained associated 

with the school down to his death in 1950 when he was in his 84th year.  

Like Brother Hugh Coomes (January 12), Brother Linus was another 

frontiersman--leathery, lean, and lanky.  He was tough, too.  Having 

spent months on a board in the hospital while his broken back mended, 

he resumed his manual labor as soon as he was discharged. 

   

 

  

A U G U S T   1 

 

 

BROTHER SILVERIUS  (Gustaaf Devoldere) 

Born:  Wielsbeke, Belgium, June 1, 1896 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, August 1, 1917 

 

Brother Silverius, an aspirant for three years, received the habit on Sep-

tember 8, 1912, when he was sixteen.  This boy from the country did not 
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excel in the classroom, but outside it he was spectacular in his feats of 

dare-deviltry.  One stunt resulted in a long drawn-out fatality.  Having 

climbed out on a steep roof at the Institute to retrieve a ball lodged in a 

gutter, Brother Silverius slipped, and although he grasped the gutter, he 

could not raise himself.  He dropped about forty-five or fifty feet and in-

jured his pelvis.  He was never again able to stand erect.  For two years 

he dragged himself around on crutches or canes.  Eventually he was sent 

to St. John's Hospital in Bruges where he made his profession the day 

before he died.  He was only twenty-one. 

 

A U G U S T   1 

 

BROTHER ALPHONSE (Edward D. Kopp) 

Born:  Syracuse, New York, June 6, 1922 

Died:  Waltham, Massachusetts, August 1, 2008 

 

Edward Kopp was born in Syracuse and attended Assumption Academic 

grammar and high school, both staffed by the Franciscan Sisters.  He 

served as class president all four years of high school and was chosen sa-

lutatorian of his graduating class in 1940.  A Latin teacher, Sister Fran-

cesca, encouraged Edward to join the Xaverian Brothers, as her own 

brother, Brother Francis Ferriter (April 13), was a member of the Con-

gregation.  So this happy son of the Mohawk Valley traveled to the novi-

tiate at Old Point Comfort in September of 1940, where he took the habit 

and received the name Alphonse. 

 

Brother Alphonse’s educational career would span almost fifty years, 

and he taught in many of the Brothers’ schools along the east coast from 

Montvale, New Jersey to Bangor, Maine.  Wherever he was stationed, he 

was a member of the business department putting his BA degree in busi-

ness administration to good use.  Unlike many of the brothers of his 

generation, he thoroughly enjoyed his years at John Bapst High School.  

Surely the weather would have reminded him of his hometown of Syra-

cuse. 
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In 1965, Alphonse was named superior and principal of Notre Dame 

High School in Utica, where he remained as director of the community 

for two years after his terms as principal had expired. 

 

All his life he remained the number one fan of each school’s athletic 

teams.  While stationed at St. John’s High in Shrewsbury, Brother Al-

phonse obtained a counseling degree from Worcester State College, and 

for the next eighteen years he would be a fixture in the guidance depart-

ment of whatever school in which he was asked to serve. 

 

In 1988 Brother Alphonse “retired” to the brothers’ community in Or-

angeburg, South Carolina.  It wasn’t long before he volunteered his ser-

vices as treasurer of the nearby Holy Trinity Grammar School.  His de-

votion to the all-black student body is legendary.  He sold tickets and 

chance books to raise money and instituted a “Buy-a Brick” campaign to 

transform the old church hall into a gymnasium.  During his final year in 

Orangeburg,  he stepped in to fill the position of principal.  He was sev-

enty years old at the time, but the school needed him. 

 

In 1993, he became a member of the brothers’ retirement community in 

Venice, Florida.  For eight years he enjoyed the warm climate and his 

job as sacristan at Epiphany Cathedral.  Returning to New England in 

2001, Brother Alphonse joined the Malden Catholic Community.  In ear-

ly 2008 he moved to Xaverian House in Danvers, where he succumbed 

to pancreatic cancer only a few weeks after being diagnosed.  After a 

brief period of suffering, he died peacefully at Maristhill Nursing Home 

in Waltham, Massachusetts. 



474 

A U G U S T   2 

 

 

BROTHER LEONARD  (Arthur A. Schwartz) 

Born:  Waterbury, Connecticut, September 26, 1895 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, August 2, 1938 

 

Of those who lived in his era in the American Province, Brother Leonard 

Schwartz is the one most lovingly remembered.  Already twenty when 

he enrolled as a freshman at Old Point, he was a hero to our aspirants 

who in those days formed a part of the regular student body.  Having 

served in World War I and then having returned to Old Point to graduate 

in June of 1920, he became a Xaverian Brother that August 15th.  Still 

talked about are his encyclopedic knowledge of baseball lore, his fanati-

cal devotion to the New York Giants, and his embarrassed but happy 

smile.  Death came to him suddenly during his summer vacation at St. 

John's in Danvers.  The cause:  peritonitis from a burst appendix.  He 

died two months before his forty-third birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER CYRIEL  (Adolph Damman) 

Born:  Poesele, East Flanders, Belgium, December 25, 1854 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, August 2, 1942 

 

According to Brother Cyriel, his vocation came to him when his brother, 

who had tried our way of life, returned home.  He felt that God was call-

ing him as a replacement who would persevere.  Entering in his thirtieth 

year, he died in his eighty-eighth.  He was porter at the Institute in 

Bruges for so long--half a century--that the entrance on Mariastraat was 

known as "Brother Cyriel's Door."  During World War I he lived at 

Torhout, returning to his post the moment he received permission.  His 

last years were also spent with the novices at Torhout where he was the 

model to the end. 

 

A U G U S T    2 
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BROTHER CLEMENT (Charles Gordon) 

Born:  London, England, June 6, 1876 

Died:  Tunbridge Wel1s, England, August 2, 1951 

 
Brother Clement, who served as cook in the various houses on the 
Xaverian circuit in England, had such a dry sense of humor that he was 
identified as a Scotchman, but he was a real Cockney. A convert to the 
faith, he entered in his sixteenth year and lived to be almost one of our 
diamond jubilarians. He died in his seventy-sixth year at the Kent and 
Sussex Hospital in Tunbridge Wells, Sussex. 



476 

 

A U G U S T   2 

 

BROTHER VICTOR JOSEPH  (Dennis McCarthy) 

Born:  Salem, Massachusetts, June 11, 1905 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, August 2, 1992 

 

Dennis McCarthy attended St. James parochial school in Salem where 

for several years Brother John Driscoll (May 29) taught the graduating 

class in the boys' department while in residence at St. John's Prep.  After 

three years as a student at the Prep, Dennis entered the Congregation in 

September of 1922 and took the name Victor Joseph the following 

March 19, all the while apparently finishing his senior year of high 

school at Old Point Comfort College.  Brother Victor Joseph's first ten 

years in the classroom were spent in Brooklyn at both Holy Cross and 

Holy Name schools.  During that time he earned his AB degree in Busi-

ness from St. John's University.  From 1946 to 1950 he shuttled on a 

yearly basis between St. James Home and St. Mary's Industrial School, 

both in Baltimore.  Seven years later Brother Victor Joseph was again 

dealing with disadvantaged youngsters at the one mission that could 

cause shudders to run up and down many a Xaverian's spine, Mt. Loretto 

on Staten Island.  After five years at "The Rock," he settled down for a 

twenty-eight year stay in New York State's "Happy Valley" at Notre 

Dame High School in Utica.  For ten years he taught typing; upon re-

tirement from the classroom, he devoted his time to the maintenance of 

the school grounds and property.  Students affectionately nicknamed 

him "Brother Tractor."  In the early 1980's, with only two Brothers still 

on the staff at Notre Dame, the Brothers' residence was completely 

turned over for school use, and Brothers Victor Joseph and Rosarius 

took up residence with the parish priests at the rectory of St. John's 

Church in nearby New Hartford.  While stationed at Notre Dame, Broth-

er Victor Joseph underwent surgery for prostate cancer.  The disease 

slowly spread to other areas.  In the summer of 1990, he moved to the 

Brothers' residence-infirmary at St. John's Prep where he died in his 

room two years later.  He had just finished watching a televised Red Sox 
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game when he simply lowered his head and peacefully passed away.  At 

the time of his death, Brother Victor Joseph was eighty-seven years of 

age.  Had he lived for another six weeks, he would have observed his 

seventieth anniversary as a Xaverian. 



478 

A U G U S T   2 

 

 

BROTHER CHARLES MORAN (Brother Timon) 

Born:  Yonkers, New York, November 12, 1939 

Died:  Westwood, Massachusetts, August 2, 2009 

 

Born in Yonkers, New York, Charles Keon Moran entered the Xaverian 

Brothers at Old Point after his graduation from Archbishop Stepinac 

High School.  Earning a bachelor’s degree in history, he was assigned 

for one year to Cardinal Hayes before moving to Notre Dame in Utica, 

New York, where he remained from 1964 until 1972.  He put down deep 

roots during his assignment in Utica as he did wherever he was mis-

sioned.  He had a profound effect on the young men to whom he minis-

tered in Utica, and one of them was present at Charlie’s funeral to give 

the call to worship.  In that call to worship, he remarked, “While his vo-

cation kept him moving from home to home, Charlie still managed to 

secure a constant and lasting dwelling place in the hearts of so many 

people with whom he shared love.  Though he was called to many plac-

es, Charlie, himself, was rooted firmly enough to make people feel at 

home just about anywhere.” 

 

In 1972 Charlie began an eighteen year association with Xaverian 

Brothers High School where he served in the administration of the 

school.  During these years he lived in community with Richard Cook, 

Richard O’Brien and Richard Mazza.  Their community in Roslindale 

took the religious life very seriously and worked diligently to live as an 

intentional community.   

 

From 1990 until 1998, Charlie worked as the Director of Sponsorship 

first for the American Northeastern Province and then for the amalga-

mated Congregation.  His establishment of the student retreat for XBSS 

schools has had lasting effect on many young men and women.   
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In 1998 Charlie began work for Catholic Charities where he remained 

until 2008 when ill health forced his retirement.  At Catholic Charities, 

as in all of his other missions, Charlie exhibited an apostolic zeal and 

love for the people of God which showed the depth of his heart. 

 

In his eulogy for Charlie, his good friend, Brother Richard Cook, said, 

“His understanding of God’s infinite love for us allowed him to be not 

too much or not too little, just the right amount of salt in our lives.  His 

commitment to his family and friends reflects the preservative qualities 

of salt.  Charlie never abandoned a person.  He was a steadfast lover.” 

 

Although quite ill with a lung disease, Charlie died suddenly, and he 

died, as he lived, helping another person with his difficulties.  In his 

death he joins Brother Polycarp van Dongen as one of our Xaverian 

martyrs of charity.  Charlie was buried with his Brothers at the cemetery 

at Saint John’s Prep. 
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A U G U S T   3 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL FIDELIS  (James F. Howe) 

Born:  New York City, New York, May 5, 1893 

Died:  Silver Spring, Maryland, August 3, 1953 

 

Although Brother Paul Fidelis was a member for twenty-seven years, he 

was such a quiet person that few knew him except on matters of busi-

ness.  Usually his assignment was that of community treasurer in our 

larger houses.  Assigned to Xaverian College after he had recuperated 

from a serious operation, he died there in his sleep. 

A U G U S T   4 

 

BROTHER BONIFACE  (Bernard Gruber) 

Born:  Cincinnati, Ohio, October 19, 1851 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 4, 1921 

 

Brother Isidore regarded Brother Boniface, Brother Philip, and himself 

as the connecting link in the United States between the Founder and the 

future.  The three of them entered in the 1860's.  Brother Boniface was 

only thirteen when Brother Paul Van Gerwen accepted him on August 

20, 1864.  The Louisville community had just moved into the house on 

Fourth Street, the one that Bishop Spalding had in mind when he signed 

his contract in 1853 with the Founder.  Brother Boniface's early labors 

as a teacher were spent at St. Boniface and the Immaculate Conception 

School on Eighth Street.  In 1874 he was sent to St. Patrick's in Balti-

more and remained there for nineteen years, the last eleven as Superior.  

After a brief stay at Lawrence, Massachusetts, as Superior, he soon 

pleaded to be relieved of that office.  He was assigned in 1895 to St. 

John's on Temple Street in Worcester, his last mission, where he re-

mained twenty-six years.  During that time he always taught the boys of 

the elementary school section.  Visiting his relatives in Louisville during 

the summer of 1921, he mistook in the dark a stairwell for the entrance 

to his room at the Brothers' residence.  He was found the next morning 
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at the foot of the stairs, dead.  Brother Boniface's funeral was held from 

St. Boniface's Church in Louisville where, nearly seventy years before, 

he had made his First Holy Communion.  The Knights of Columbus 

served as pallbearers.  At the time of his death, Brother Boniface had 

spent fifty-seven of his sixty-nine years as a Xaverian.  

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 407-408. 

GOLDEN CONQUEST, p. 64. 

 

 

BROTHER BONAVENTURE  (Thomas J. Donohue) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 19, 1872 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 4, 1946 

 

Brother Bonaventure was not quite sixteen when he began his 

postulancy at Mt. St. Joseph's on September 8, 1888, under Brother 

Cajetan (February 19) who had completed his first year at the Mount.  

Brother Bonaventure survived unscathed, and for the next fifty-eight 

years his bell-toned soprano laugh was heard in all corners of the Prov-

ince.  Brother Bonaventure usually taught commercial subjects.  In those 

days declamations were featured at all school assemblies, and Brother 

Bonaventure was a splendid elocutionist who trained all the speakers.  

With no provocation or, at most, very little coaxing, he would give his 

rendition of "The Miser," in which he worked himself and his audience 

into a state of limp exhaustion. 

 

 

 

A U G U S T   4 

 

 

BROTHER FLAVIAN  (John Coughlin) 

Born:  County Cork, Ireland, February 22, 1886 

Died:  Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, August 4, 1974 
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After his parents settled in Somerville, Massachusetts, thirteen-year old 

John Coughlin, the Brother Flavian-to-be, attended St. Joseph's School 

staffed by the Xaverians.  Mistakenly placed in the sixth grade instead of 

the eighth grade, he spent his remaining years in grammar school more 

as an assistant teacher than a pupil.  The close association with his 

Brother-teacher was the seeding of his own vocation.  In 1901, when he 

was fifteen, he entered St. John's Normal School in Danvers as his novi-

tiate.  As early as 1903, at the age of seventeen, he began teaching at St. 

Mary's Industrial School, beginning what was to be an uninterrupted 

span of sixty-nine active years in the schools.  At the age of twenty-three 

he was named principal of St. James in Newark, and for the next thirty 

years he served in administrative posts:  Principal of St. John's Industrial 

School in Deep River, Connecticut; Prefect of Discipline at Mt. St. Jo-

seph's; and Principal of Cathedral School in Richmond, John Bapst in 

Bangor, Mission High in Roxbury, St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody, 

and the CYO Home for Boys in Detroit.  Stepping down from teaching 

in 1968 when he was eighty-two years of age and assigned to St. John's 

in Shrewsbury, Brother Flavian remained a familiar figure on campus, 

meeting the morning buses, prefecting the cafeteria, and working with 

shovel and wheelbarrow about the school grounds.  When he died, he 

was eighty-eight years of age and had been a Xaverian Brother for sev-

enty-three years. 

 

A U G U S T   5 

 

 

BROTHER LAWRENCE  (John F. Duggan) 

Born:  Salem, Massachusetts, May 23, 1916 

Died:  Beverly, Massachusetts, August 5, 1988 

 

Brother Lawrence entered the novitiate on February 14, 1935.  During 

his fifty-three years as a Xaverian, he served at our schools in Baltimore, 

Brooklyn, New York City, Detroit, White Plains, Somerville, Lowell, 

Westwood, and Danvers.  Throughout his years of teaching history and 

commercial courses, his classes were always well-organized, his lessons 
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well-planned.  Many found it hard to get to know Brother Lawrence, but 

those who did were able to witness some of his unheralded acts of kind-

ness.  He would often run errands for the elderly Brothers in the house, 

making sure they had the things they needed.  When his good friend, 

Brother Barry Donnelly (May 22), was dying at Hunt Memorial, Brother 

Lawrence was a constant visitor to the hospital.  Near the end of his life, 

Brother Lawrence was given the graces of patience and gentleness in 

bearing with the infirmities of kidney problems, a heart condition, and a 

chronic back disorder.  He died at Beverly Hospital at the age of seven-

ty-two. 
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A U G U S T   5 

 

 

BROTHER JASON BLACK (James Edwin Black) 

Born  South Boston, Massachusetts, February 17, 1890 

Died  Beverly, Massachusetts, August 5, 1994 

 

Brother Jason, the grand, courteous, gentleman of the Xaverian Brothers, 

died August 5, 1994. At the age of 104 his death, though long anticipat-

ed, came as a shock. He seemed indestructible. The inevitability of mor-

tality, the chaos that affects old age just weren't there. He had a life be-

yond belief. The dossier containing the facts of Brother Jason's life 

makes all the other files in the archives seem definitely meager. From 

his file emerge articles celebrating his fame as a concert pianist, ac-

claimed artist, professional photographer, magazine editor, librarian, col-

lege professor, provincial assistant, devoted religious. To the inane que-

ry as to how he was accomplished in so many pursuits, he would laugh 

and say it had all to do with good genes which he inherited from his Irish 

forebears, the Rathlin Island Blacks of whom he was most proud. 

 

Brother Jason had been educated at Catholic University and Johns Hop-

kins where he took degrees in English. He began his long teaching ca-

reer in 1917 at St. Mary's School, Norfolk and then went on to St. Agnes 

in Manchester, N.H. and  to other schools such as St. Joseph Juniorate, 

Mt. St. Joseph's, Xaverian College, St. John's, Worcester, Massachusetts 

and XBHS, Westwood, MA. 

 

Brother Jason never retired from service. Still vigorous, he worked at the 

Brothers' Retirement House in Danvers, MA until the end came too sud-

denly. 

 

The key to Brother Jason's life was his spiritual vision. To him God was 

always present, always in his thoughts. When asked if he had more 

friends among the dead than among the living, he said, 
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"No!" Then went on to explain, "All I have known still live. My family, 

my Xaverian Brothers are still here in my heart." 

 

Brother Jason still lives in our hearts and memory. His life remains as 

his greatest and most enduring work of art. 

 

A U G U S T   6 

 

BROTHER EDMOND  (Edmond Roose) 

Born:  Lauwe, Belgium, June 14, 1870 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, August 6, 1957 

 

Brother Edmond entered on August 24, 1884, and received the habit on 

July 31, 1887.  He wore it for seventy years.  A student all his life, he 

was an outstanding teacher.  In 1934, after the death of Brother Clement 

(March 24), Brother Edmond was appointed Belgian Provincial.  A 

General Councilor from 1931 to 1953, he was among the first to live in 

Rome.  During World War II he remained on in Rome with Brother Ru-

dolph.  They lived with the Columban Fathers.  It was at this time that 

Brother Edmond deciphered the faded pages of Volume I in the letters of 

the Founder.  At the age of eighty-three, he left Rome after the General 

Chapter in 1953 and went to live at the novitiate at Torhout where he 

taught French and helped the Provincial in many ways.  He was one 

more of the "grand old men." 

 

 

BROTHER ROGER  (Raymond W. Travers) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, December 21, 1900 

Died:  Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, August 6, 1983 

 

Brother Roger was one of our last men who spent most of their teaching 

lives on the grammar school level.  For nearly forty of his fifty-one 

classroom years, this gentle, guileless, uncomplicated, unassuming, and 

jovial man served our elementary schools in Leonardtown, Brooklyn, 

Baltimore, Newton Highlands, and New Milford, New Jersey.  He was a 
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member of the pioneer team of Xaverians under Brother Gilbert who 

opened the boys' section of Mission High School in 1926, and he was 

Principal and Superior of St. Patrick's in Baltimore from 1937 to 1943 

and St. James Home in Baltimore from 1947 to 1949.  A native of 

Worcester and a product of that city's public schools, Brother Roger en-

tered the Congregation in 1918.  Fifty-seven years later, in 1975, he re-

turned to Worcester County where he joined the community at St. John's 

in Shrewsbury in order to be close to his family.  X-rays had revealed a 

completely cancerous pancreas.  However, he lived on in good health for 

eight years.  The doctors were baffled--not so Brother Roger who had 

great trust and devotion to St. Elizabeth Seton.  Diabetes, a broken hip, 

and the debilities of old age brought him down in his eighty-third year, 

his sixty-fifth as a Xaverian.  He died peacefully in his sleep at the 

Shrewsbury Nursing Home. 
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A U G U S T   6 

 

 

BROTHER PATRICK DOUGHERTY  (Brother Augustine) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 8, 1925 

Died:   Louisville, Kentucky, August 6, 2003 

 

Graduating from Saint Xavier High School in 1943, Patrick Dougherty 

entered the Congregation in September of that year, receiving the Holy 

Habit and the name Augustine on Saint Joseph’s Day in 1944.  He is one 

of those Xaverians who earned his degree by degrees, attaining a Bache-

lor’s degree from Saint John’s University in 1957.  Pat began his career 

in the “grammar school circuit,” missioned first at Saint Mary’s in Law-

rence, Massachusetts, and then at Holy Name in Brooklyn.  He was then 

stationed briefly at Saint Joseph’s Prep in Bardstown and at Saint Pat-

rick’s in Baltimore.   

 

In 1959 he arrived at Flaget and remained there until 1971.  During his 

time at Flaget he worked in the library.  He returned for one final year to 

grammar school at Leonard Hall in 1971 and then became an assistant in 

the library at Saint X in 1972.  He remained there until he retired in 

1988.  During his retirement he served as volunteer in ministry to the el-

derly and as a docent at the Speed Museum of Art in Louisville.  In his 

final year Pat lived at the Ryken House in Louisville.  He is buried in the 

Brothers cemetery on the grounds of his alma mater.         

 

BROTHER LUCIEN (Albert Sagaert) 

Born:   Vinkem, Belgium, December 7, 1914 

Died:   Oostend, Belgium, August 6, 2006 

 

Entering the Congregation in 1930 when he was only fifteen, Brother 

Lucien would spend his entire active ministry in Bruges.  From 1953 to 

1975 he served as headmaster of St. Francis Xavier institute, the brothers 

secondary school on Mariastraat, and for nine of those years he did dou-

ble duty as superior of the community as well.  He was a member  of the 
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provincial staff of the Belgian province for twenty-four years – thirteen 

as councilor and eleven as treasurer.  He was well-versed in the history 

of the Institute in Bruges and the many details that went into the con-

struction of the school buildings.  In 2005 Brother Lucien observed his 

seventy-fifth anniversary as a Xaverian Brother.  At the time of his pass-

ing on August 6, 2006, four months shy of his ninety-second birthday, 

he was the senior member in age and in years of service to the Congre-

gation.  
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A U G U S T   7 

 

 

BROTHER VICTORIAN  (Emil E. Mouth) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 13, 1880 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 7, 1966 

 

As a young man, Emil Mouth worked as a glove salesman in the city of 

his birth.  Finally, at the age of twenty-seven, he determined to enter the 

Congregation, and after traveling to Baltimore, he was welcomed to the 

novitiate by Brother Theodore Grady (September 19) on June 17, 1908.  

In his fifty-eight years with us, Brother Victorian had three assignments:  

four years at St. Agnes Institute in Manchester, New Hampshire; twenty-

one years in Bardstown, Kentucky, where he was Superior from 1920 to 

1926; and the rest of his active career, 1935 to 1966, at the Provincialate 

in Baltimore.  A tireless worker, he introduced a high degree of efficien-

cy into his work as Provincial Secretary and later as Provincial Treasur-

er.  Brother Victorian, a courteous gentleman in the true sense of the 

word, was in many ways a character out of Dickens:  his cadaverous 

look, his shuffling gait, and his corny jokes repeated ad infinitum.  His 

deep spirit of poverty caused him to wear the shoes and clothes of those 

Brothers who had died.  At the Provincialate the unwanted pineapple 

desserts surrounded his place at table, for he had a genuine horror of 

throwing anything away.  When applied to paper materials, this idiosyn-

crasy proved a godsend.  He was one of the first among us to take up 

stamp collecting seriously.  And he always had the sense of an historian.  

A tremendous debt is owed to Brother Victorian for his part in preserv-

ing the materials which form the basis of the American Central Prov-

ince's archives.  In his mid-eighties, the infirmities of old age confined 

him to his room.  Inactivity was his great cross.  He had one little boast:  

he was the last of his profession class.  All the others had persevered, 

and he would too.  At the time of his death, he was in his eighty-sixth 

year. 
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BROTHER WARREN ABEL (Brother. Melvin) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, October 11, 1931 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, August 7, 2012 

 

Brother Warren was a native of Brooklyn, growing up in Resurrection 

Parish in the Gerritsen Beach section of that borough. After attending 

the parish elementary school, Warren won a scholarship to attend Regis 

High School, the prestigious Jesuit high school in Manhattan. Among 

his classmates at Regis was Archbishop Tom Kelly, OP, the former 

Archbishop of Louisville, who predeceased Warren by 8 months.  

 

After graduating from Regis, Warren entered the Congregation in Sep-

tember 1949, was invested with the Xaverian habit and given the name 

Brother Melvin on the Feast of St. Joseph, 1950. He made his first pro-

fession of vows on the same feast day in 1952, and his perpetual vows in 

1955.  

 

A naturally gifted student, Warren excelled in the sciences, especially 

Biology. He graduated from Catholic University in 1955 with a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Biology, receiving the distinction of Magna Cum 

Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi. Warren’s first mission was to St. 

John’s Preparatory School, Danvers where he taught Science, Mathe-

matics and Religion from 1955-1959. From 1959 – 1962 he taught at the 

recently opened Our Lady of Good Counsel High in Wheaton, while al-

so teaching Biology part-time at Xaverian College, Silver Spring. He al-

so began his graduate studies in Biology at Catholic University during 

the summers from 1960-65, receiving an MS in Botany in 1965.  

 

In 1962, Warren was assigned to Xaverian High School, Brooklyn to 

teach Science, English and Religion until 1964, when he was transferred 

to Mount St. Joseph, Baltimore where he would be head of the Science 

department in addition to his duties teaching Science and Religion. He 

would return to Shore Road, Brooklyn to serve as Assistant Principal at 
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Xaverian from 1968 – 1982. In 1982, he was appointed acting principal, 

and from 1983 – 1993 served as principal until the school’s administra-

tive structure was changed to a president-principal model. For the next 9 

years he served as the attendance clerk in the school office, officially re-

tiring in 2002.  

 

Brother Warren will ever be associated with Xaverian High School, not 

just because of the nearly 45 years he was missioned there until failing 

health brought him to Xaverian House in Danvers, but because of his 

love for and dedication to the young men of Xaverian High School. He 

was a superb teacher, an extremely dedicated and fair administrator, and 

a role model to the young teachers and administrators whom he men-

tored. His photo has a place of honor in the current president’s office. 

More than a dedicated and talented teacher/administrator, Warren was a 

faithful Religious who found nourishment and solace in community 

prayer and daily Eucharist. Although he was reluctant to leave his be-

loved Brooklyn, where the sound of operas could be heard floating un-

der his doorway each afternoon, when he settled into life at Xaverian 

House, he was most appreciative of the community spirit, the sense of 

prayer, and the excellent care provided by Robin Rowell and the staff at 

Xaverian House. Although he missed his many friends and former col-

leagues at Xaverian, he cherished life at Xaverian House, even regretting 

at times that he had not made the move earlier. 
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A U G U S T   8 

 

 

BROTHER CHARLES  (Thomas Cottingham) 

Born:  Wilmington, Delaware, June 12, 1895 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 8, 1912 

 

Brother Charles stole heaven at the age of seventeen.  He was in religion 

only eleven months.  His young life received the sanction of heaven by 

permitting him, a few weeks before his death, to make his holy profes-

sion on July 14, 1912. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 377. 

 

 

BROTHER EUCHERIUS  (Ernest L. Cummings) 

Born:  Barre Plains, Massachusetts, June 21, 1889 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, August 8, 1964 

 

Brother Eucherius was admitted to the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's on 

April 26, 1905, two months before his sixteenth birthday, and was pro-

fessed four years later.  He never taught.  Lacking the educational back-

ground and training, he was not assigned to the classroom, but in his ear-

ly years as a Brother, apart from prefecting assignments, he worked as 

the community tailor.  Later it was discovered that he possessed excep-

tional skills as a craftsman with notable talents in carpentry, cabinet-

making, and painting.  These natural gifts were put to good use by his 

Superiors thereafter.  A member of the pioneer community when St. 

John's Preparatory School opened in September of 1907, Brother 

Eucherius had the unique experience of being a member of the commu-

nity when the school celebrated its golden jubilee in 1957.  In three as-

signments, the longest one being from 1918 to 1936, he spent thirty-one 

years at the Prep.  As a licensed motion picture operator, it was "Euchie" 

who presided at the projector during the Saturday night "flickers" for the 

boarders at the Prep.  He was also stationed twice at the Juniorate in 

Peabody for a total of eleven years.  In and out of hospitals the last few 
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years of his life, he was finally incapacitated by a cerebral stroke.  He 

died at Salem Hospital in his seventy-sixth year, his fifty-ninth in reli-

gion. 

 

 

A U G U S T   9 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS F. KELLY  (Brother Benedict Joseph) 

Born:  Washington, D.C., February 4, 1911 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 9, 1976 

 

Thomas Kelly, a graduate of Mt. St. Joseph's, Baltimore, joined us in 

September, 1932.  The epitome of vim, vigor, and vitality, he was a fa-

vorite with the student body wherever he went:  St. Mary's Industrial 

School, St. Patrick's in Lowell, Holy Name in Brooklyn, Mt. Loretto on 

Staten Island, Flaget, and Leonard Hall.  He died in his sixty-sixth year 

after a long stay at Jenkins Memorial Nursing Home in Baltimore where 

he had been treated for brain tumors. 
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A U G U S T   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER GODFREY  (Raymond Kenneally) 

Born:  Salem, Massachusetts, November 22, 1899 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, August 10, 1920 

 

Brother Godfrey attended St. John's in Danvers as a day-scholar.  In 

1915, at the age of sixteen, he entered the novitiate in Baltimore where 

he took his temporary vows on July 3, 1918.  His first teaching assign-

ment was at Wheeling, West Virginia, but he did not finish the year.  

Frail in physique and boyishly thoughtless about his health, he was an 

easy conquest for the then-raging tuberculosis scourge.  After a year's 

rest at the Mount, he was sent to Lawrence to substitute.  When his 

health failed again, he was moved to St. John's in Danvers.  He made a 

deathbed profession on August 10, 1920, and died later that same day; 

he was not quite twenty-one. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 404. 

 

 

A U G U S T   1 1 

 

BROTHER GREGORY  (Joseph Holden) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, November 21, 1874 

Died:  Clapham, England, August 11, 1917 

 

Brother Gregory from St. Walburge's Parish in Preston, where the 

Brothers had charge of the elementary schools, entered at Mayfield a 

month before his sixteenth birthday.  Clothed in the habit on Xavier Day 

in 1891, he was admitted to profession four years later on the same feast 

day.  He went to Clapham College shortly after it opened and remained 

there all his life, teaching very successfully in the middle forms.  He was 

an excellent community man, deeply religious, and always prompt to 

lend a hand.  He died in his forty-fourth year during World War I from 
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what doctors diagnosed as "cross paralysis" affecting his left side and 

right eye. 

 

 

BROTHER RICHARD  (Anthony Schulte) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, February 28, 1854 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 11, 1934 

 

Brother Richard was born in Louisville and lived and died there.  He 

was five months old when the Founder arrived with the first Brothers to 

take charge of the Cathedral School.  For over twenty-five years, Brother 

Richard taught at one school, Eighth Street.  He died on the eightieth an-

niversary of the Brothers' coming to Louisville.  He had worn the habit 

sixty-six years.  Typical of Brother Richard:  he was one of the two boys 

at St. Boniface School who spoke German to the future Brother Isidore 

(September 5) who understood no English. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 507. 

GEE WHIZ, p. 27. 
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BROTHER IGNATIUS  (Francis I. Thornbury) 

Born:  Magnolia, Kentucky, July 6, 1872 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 11, 1951 

 

Brother Ignatius lived a month beyond his seventy-ninth birthday.  He 

had been in the community more than sixty-one years and had been ac-

tive for almost sixty of those years.  Down to the end he was conspicu-

ous for his coal-black hair.  A restless soul who served in sixteen as-

signments--six as Superior--he usually moved on to the next mission in 

the wake of a controversy which he had fathered in some crusading 

moment.  It was his life-long misfortune, he believed, that his Superiors 

could not be persuaded to put their trust in his outstanding ability in eve-

ry field.  He was good fun.  Assigned to Mt. St. Joseph's in 1937, he 

taught there until failing health forced him out of the classroom.  Brother 

Ignatius bled to death at Mercy Hospital in Baltimore where he had been 

taken after developing a serious nosebleed. 
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BROTHER HUGH PARKER (Brother Godfrey) 

Born: Louisville, Kentucky, November 15, 1939 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, August 11, 1997 

 

Brother Hugh Parker was a 1957 graduate of St. Xavier High School in 

Louisville and entered the novitiate during the summer of that year.  Af-

ter graduation from Catholic University in 1963, he was assigned to 

Nazareth High School.  He found it difficult if not impossible to face a 

full class.  After sessions with superiors, counselors and doctors, it was 

decided that he would serve in an auxiliary capacity in the schools.  He 

set up scientific experiments and did some tutoring in math and science 

at both Mount St. Joseph and Good Counsel.  Later he lived at Ryken 

House in Louisville and did some tutoring at De Sales High School.  He 

eventually moved into an apartment in Louisville and spent his time vis-

iting his mother in a nursing home.  He was found dead sitting in a chair 

in this apartment after he had been noticed missing for several days.  He 

had been in the congregation for forty years. 

 

 

A U G U S T   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER ANTONINUS (Patrick Hourigan) 

Born:  Houghton-le-Spring, County Durham, Ireland, May 17, 1903 

Died:  Nottingham, England, August 12, 1974 

 

     Returning from holidays, Brother Antoninus suffered a heart attack 

on the motor coach while passing through Nottingham.  He died two 

days later at Nottingham Hospital.  He was seventy-one and had been a 

Xaverian for forty-seven years.  He had two assignments:  Manchester 

from 1927 to 1939 and Mayfield from 1939 to 1974.  The amount of 

work he accomplished had to be seen to be believed (he was in the 
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"chef" class), especially during his last days at Mayfield.  He was a man 

of God in every fibre of his being and the complete gentleman. 

 

 

BROTHER FREDERICK MURPHY  (Brother Hilary) 

Born:  Dorchester, Massachusetts, August 28, 1915 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, August 12, 1975 

 

Brother Frederick was a Xaverian product all the way.  He entered the 

Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands as a fifth grader.  After 

graduating from the juniorate in Peabody in 1934, he began his novitiate 

training at Fortress Monroe.  He obtained his AB degree from Catholic 

University in 1939; an MA followed in 1949.  Following a rewarding ca-

reer as an English and history teacher at Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore 

and St. Xavier's in Louisville where he was also the Assistant Principal, 

Brother Frederick spent from 1953 to 1965 as an administrator in 

Xaverian secondary schools in Brooklyn and Utica.  In both places he 

organized the transition from smaller diocesan schools (St. Michael's 

and St. Francis de Sales) into new and larger regional institutions 

(Xaverian High and Notre Dame).  From 1965 to 1975 he served as 

Province Director of Education.  During these ten years he was also a 

Councillor to the Provincials, and from 1970 on he was the elected 

Chairman of the Province Senate.  He died of heart failure in the operat-

ing room of New England Medical Center in Boston. 

 

A U G U S T   1 2 

 

BROTHER LAMBERT  (Gaston Jacxsens) 

Born:  Lissewege, Belgium, December 1, 1914 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, August 12, 1981 

 

Brother Lambert entered the Congregation in 1930.  Throughout his life 

he was engaged in various domestic duties:  as tailor, taking care of the 

linen room in the boarding section of the Institute in Bruges, as sacris-

tan, and as infirmarian for both Brothers and boys.  During World War II 



499 

he served in the Belgian Army as an infirmarian and, in 1940, he became 

a prisoner-of-war.  After the war he served in Bruges and Heist.  In 1966 

he went to Sint Michiels to take care of the household.  Brother Lambert 

also helped out in the local parish, and he was an extraordinary minister 

of the Eucharist.  In late 1980 a stomach operation revealed the presence 

of cancer.  He suffered a good deal but was conscious to the end.  Broth-

er Lambert died at St. Joseph's Clinic in Bruges.  His younger brother, 

Brother Norbert, was Secretary at the Institute.   

 

 

A U G U S T   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN CORRIGAN  (Brother Edmund) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, February 28, 1936 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 12, 1989 

 

Brother John was raised in St. Teresa's Parish in Brooklyn and entered 

St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody in 1950.  This place became the love 

of his life, for it was there that he met his life-long friends--teachers, 

mentors, and contemporaries.  The physical premises were sacred 

ground to him; it was always a homecoming to return to the property 

bordering Route 128, even after it had been sold and converted to a 

shopping center, and to identify the place where "down below" and "the 

big house" had been and where the "temporary" dormitories were once 

situated.  After earning a Bachelor's degree in history from Catholic 

University, Brother John began his professional career in 1960 at Leon-

ard Hall.  During nine years in Brooklyn, one at Holy Name and eight at 

Nazareth in Flatbush, he earned his MLS degree at St. John's University.  

He was the first librarian at Nazareth in 1963 and soon became a leader 

in the Catholic Library Association.  After spending two years teaching 

library science at Spalding College in Louisville, Brother John spent the 

next sixteen, 1973 to 1989, as assistant executive director of the Catholic 

Library Association in Haverford, Pennsylvania, and as Editor of the 

Catholic Library World.  Afflicted with a malignant brain tumor, he 
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spent the remaining three months of his life at Ryken House in Louis-

ville.  A month before his death at Nazareth Nursing Home, he was vis-

ited by the beloved surviving members of his novitiate class of 1954.  

Brother John was fifty-three at the time of his death and had been with 

us for thirty-five years. 

 

 

A U G U S T   12 

 

 

BROTHER KENNY (George T. Randall) 

Born: December 12, 1923, Lowell, Massachusetts 

Died: August 12, 1998, Xaverian House, Danvers, Massachusetts 

 

Brother Kenny was one of five Randall children who left their 

hometown of Lowell, Massachusetts to serve the Church as members of 

religious orders.  Two of his brothers became priests: Edward joined the 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate and Timothy, who predeceased the rest, 

was a LaSalette Father.  Frances entered the Sisters of Notre Dame de 

Namur and Mary became Benedictine Sister Miriam at Christ in the De-

sert Monastery in Pecos, New Mexico after many years as a Sister of St. 

Joseph of Boston. 

 

Entering the Novitiate on September 18, 1941 after graduation from 

Keith Academy, Brother Kenny spent fifty-seven years as a Xaverian 

Brother with a wide range of ministries.  He was an elementary school 

teacher in the 1940s, spending four years at St. Joseph’s School in Som-

erville and a year at the Working Boys’ Home in Newton Highlands, 

Massachusetts.  Six years at Flaget High School in Louisville were fol-

lowed by rather short teaching assignments over the next thirty years at 

Archbishop Stepinac High in White Plains, New York, the Mount, 

Leonard Hall, St. Joseph Regional High School in Montvale, New Jer-

sey, St. John’s in Shrewsbury and Xaverian Brothers High School in 

Westwood.   
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Twenty-one years in Kenya constituted the heart of Brother Kenny’s 

ministry.  He taught at St. Joseph’s Teacher Training College in Kitale, 

at Eregi Teachers’ College and at Kenyatta College in Nairobi.  In 1962 

he opened St. Paul’s Juniorate in Mumias and spent four years there as 

Aspirant Master.  Before his final return to the United States in 1986, 

Kenny served on the staffs of St. John’s Seminary in Rakwaro and at St. 

Mary’s Pastoral Center in Nakuru. 

 

After he returned home, Brother Kenny spent seven years in Danvers as 

Bookstore Manager and campus postman at the Prep and, particularly, as 

cook, gardener, bee keeper and factotum for the Brothers at Xaverian 

House.  Later, he spent five years as a member of our community in 

Venice, Florida where he continued to be of service as cook for the 

Brothers and as Eucharistic Minister to shut ins.  This final formal min-

istry was not the first time that Kenny had served in a non-school set-

ting; while living at Xaverian Brothers High School in the late 1970s, he 

was a counselor at the nearby Norfolk County Prison. 

 

Ill health required Brother Kenny to return to Xaverian House in the 

summer of 1998 in a style very different from his earlier one.  As Broth-

er Edward Keefe remarked in his eulogy at St. John’s Prep on August 

15, “It seems somewhat strange to have spent the last several days taking 

care of Kenny at Xaverian House, yet somewhat fitting, since in the time 

that he lived there before going to Florida, he was a care-giver in his 

own right with the sick Brothers.  . . .  Those of us who had the privilege 

of living with him recall his many kindnessses to his Brothers, his pierc-

ing smile and quick laugh, his gentle and caring manner and his loyalty 

to the Congregation.” 

A U G U S T   1 3 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS  (Cornelius Arzdorf) 

Born:  Sinzig, Germany, June 18, 1829 

Died:  London, England, August 13, 1887 
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Arriving at "Het Walletje" on October 10, 1857, Cornelius Arzdorf did 

not become Brother Thomas until Xavier Day in 1859.  Several others 

had the same long wait.  Admitted to profession on the following August 

25th by Brother Vincent, the new Superior General, Brother Thomas 

was one of the twelve assigned, in May of 1861, to Hammersmith to as-

sist with domestic duties at St. Mary's Training School.  Brother Thomas 

died there in 1887 and was buried at Kensal Green alongside Brother 

Edward Deim (May 8) with whom he had received the habit, made his 

profession, and journeyed from Bruges to Hammersmith. 

 

 

BROTHER ANDREAS  (Charles Degheldere) 

Born:  Zwevezele, Belgium, November 2, 1850 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, August 13, 1909 

 

Entering on April 22, 1874, Brother Andreas received the habit that 

same year on Xavier Day.  He was professed on September 7, 1880.  

Old-timers in Bruges remember him as the baker at Sint Michiels who 

produced that wonderful home-made bread prior to the days when me-

chanical dough-mixers were introduced at the Institute.  Every morning, 

"Old Jules," driving a horse and cart, brought from Sint Michiels the 

day's supply of bread, enough for a small village.  Dying in his fifty-

ninth year, Brother Andreas had been with us for thirty-five years. 

 

 

A U G U S T   13 

 

 

BROTHER WILLIBRORD (Marcel Deloddere) 

Born: Westkapelle, Belgium, May 21, 1918 

Died: Bruges, Belgium August 13, 1997 

 

As a boy in the village of Westkapelle, Marcel Deloddere had become 

acquainted with the Xaverian Brothers of St. Bernard's Institute in near-

by Knokke, and was accepted as an aspirant at St. John Berchmans’ 
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Juniorate in Moerkerke on November 8, 1934.  This was a considerable 

sacrifice for Marcel's parents, since all four of his brothers and sisters 

had died at a tender age.  Nevertheless, with his parents’ blessing he be-

came the novice, Brother Willibrord, soon to be called by all who came 

to know and like him “Brother Willy.”  From 1938 to 1952, although he 

never earned an official diploma, he taught in the primary section of the 

brothers' schools in Knokke and Heist.  In 1952 he was assigned to the 

Institute community in Bruges, no longer as a teacher, but as the door-

keeper or porter —a very important position for both the community and 

the school. 

 

It was in Bruges that the name “Brother Willy” became synonymous 

with regularity, responsibility, service, friendliness and discretion.  He 

remained in that office until, at the age of 78, he retired reluctantly in the 

summer of 1996.  In those 44 years of service, he had managed to adjust, 

not only to the successive superiors and headmasters, but also to the dif-

ferent building phases that reshaped the Institute.  But above all, he suc-

ceeded in gaining the confidence and friendship of numerous students 

and teachers, of the brothers in the community and of all those who 

called at the gate — and on the telephones — of  Mariastraat 7. 

 

When prostate cancer was detected it took Brother Willy a few years to 

realize that this would be his  last illness.  As a patient at St. Francis Xa-

vier's Clinic in the summer of 1997, conscious now of the gravity of his 

condition, he himself requested the Anointing of the Sick.  Six days lat-

er,  in the early morning of August 13, 1997, he died peacefully in his 

sleep.  

A U G U S T   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS  (William Johnson) 

Born:  Quebec, Canada, February 13, 1844 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 14, 1901 
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Brother Francis entered in Louisville in 1875 and was one of the last of 

the postulants received there.  In 1876 Brother Alexius (February 24) 

transferred the novitiate to Baltimore to eliminate any idea that our Con-

gregation was diocesan.  During his twenty-six years with us, Brother 

Francis served as cook at Richmond, Scranton, Wheeling, and Mt. St. 

Joseph's and St. James Home in Baltimore.  At St. Mary's Industrial 

School he was in charge of one of the factories.  Severe stomach pains 

accompanied by loss of weight led to his hospitalization at St. Agnes in 

Baltimore.  He died the next day.  When Brother Francis served in both 

Wheeling and Scranton, one of the young Brothers in community was 

Brother Julian Ryan (April 9) who, when he wrote MEN AND DEEDS, 

remembered back thirty years and gratefully seized the opportunity to 

pay tribute to Brother Francis. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 289. 

 

 

BROTHER PHILIP  (Francis Scannell) 

Born:  Mountain Ash, England, September 12, 1910 

Died:  London, England, August 14, 1946 

 

Brother Philip entered on Candlemas Day, 1927, and received the habit 

that August 15th.  He lacked a month of being seventeen.  He died in his 

thirty-sixth year of tuberculosis at the Hospital of St. John and St. Eliza-

beth in London.  He had been Headmaster of the School of St. Edward 

the Confessor, Foxhunt Manor, Waldron, Sussex. 

 

 

A U G U S T   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER MAURITS WARNIER (Brother Aloysius [Louis]) 

Born: Bruges, Belgium, May 1, 1921 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, August 14, 1994 
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As a student in the Xaverian Institute in Bruges, Maurits Warnier was 

early attracted to the way of life of his teachers and, after spending a 

couple of years at the juniorate, he became a novice at the age of 16 and 

took the name of Aloysius.  The name was quickly translated into “Frère 

Louis” and it is by that name that he was known even after 1968 when 

he chose to return to his legal names.  After earning his diploma as a 

primary teacher at the diocesan normal school in Torhout, he was as-

signed first to the Institute and then for six years to St. James parochial 

school — the very parish where the congregation had its beginnings in 

1839.  It was here that his innate musical talents developed and he be-

came the director of the choir.   

 

Called back to the Institute in 1948, he was asked to take over direction 

of  a brass band that had been formed after the war.  “Frère Louis” did so 

reluctantly because he was more interested in piano and organ.  But by 

1950, he was formally the director and founder of a brand new band 

known as “Speelschaar S.F.X.”  He would serve as its leader and con-

ductor for 43 years making it one of the better bands in the country.   

Numbering some eighty boys and girls, the band won prizes in several 

contests and earned invitations to perform both in and outside Belgium.  

In 1970, his organizational talents were called into service when he was 

asked to be responsible for the annual Procession of the Precious Blood, 

one of  the oldest cultural and religious traditions of Bruges.  Although 

he retired as a teacher in 1978, he continued active with the  band and as 

organist in the parish church of Our Lady. 

 

His death, sudden, but peaceful, took place in the community room 

while watching the Sunday sports program on television, August 14, 

1994: he breathed heavily and that was the end.  His funeral was unique 

in Xaverian history in Belgium: attended by hundreds, including the 

bishop and the burgomaster of Bruges, as well as his own band, mourn-

ing the death of their founder, conductor and educator. 

A U G U S T   1 4 
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BROTHER FELIX (Eric Norman Wood) 

Born: Woodford Green, London, England, May 3, 1900 

Died: Tunbridge Wells, Kent, England, August 14, 1997 

 

Born at the turn of the century, the youngest of six sons, in an Anglican 

family, Eric Wood followed many young men of his generation into the 

armed forces at the end of World War I.  In 1918 he was called up for 

service in the Royal Air Force as one of its pioneers.  Although he did 

not see active service, he always remained proud of the fact that he was 

an early member of this service.  “Chocks away!” was his way of signal-

ing that it was time to begin some activity or event.  Very little is known 

however about the next decade in his life.  During this time, he became a 

Catholic, was a tutor in business subjects at a correspondence college 

and married a young woman, Norah Cullen, who died suddenly after on-

ly three months of married life.  

 

Some time after this traumatic event, in his late twenties,  he began to 

correspond with Brother Cyril, then novice master of the English Prov-

ince about entering the Xaverian Brothers.  On January 19, 1931 Eric 

Wood arrived at the novitiate at Deeping St. James, and on August 15 of 

that year received the habit, taking the name of Felix after a seventh cen-

tury Burgundian monk who preached the gospel in the part of England 

in which he had been brought up. 

 

During his more than sixty years as a brother, Brother Felix lived and 

served in several Xaverian Communities: Manchester, Mayfield, Bright-

on and Foxhunt.  He taught several subjects in the lower school, notably 

geography and mathematics.  But it was as school secretary and bursar 

and eventually as provincial treasurer that he excelled.  Even up to the 

time of his going into the hospital where he died, he was still keeping the 

books for the brothers’ community at Bradley House.  He was known for 

his prodigious memory for dates, numbers, anniversaries.  At Mayfield 

each student used to be assigned an identity number for laundry, books 

and other personal items.  Brother Felix knew the number of every boy 

in school and used to amaze old boys many years later remembering not 
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only their numbers but also their birthdays.  “All done by mirrors!” he 

would say, “nothing remarkable about it.”  His remembrance of birth-

days, feast days and anniversaries among the brothers was just as exact; 

just as extraordinary.  Right up to the end of his life , these evidences of 

a lively mind and a sharp intelligence were evident. 

 

Brother Felix died at the age of 97, the oldest Xaverian to die in Eng-

land, and was buried in the cemetery at Mayfield.  The mass in the May-

field chapel was  attended not only by members of his two ‘families”, 

the Woods and the Cullens, but also by former students of the brothers’ 

schools at Mayfield, Manchester,  Brighton and Clapham, and by many 

local people, for Brother Felix was a much loved and well known local 

character. 
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A U G U S T   1 4 

 

BROTHER MARCEL (André Bouttelizier) 

Born:  Dozulé, France, September 23, 1917 

Died:  Knokke, Belgium, August 14, 2005 

 

Entering the Congregation in 1933, Brother Marcel developed into an 

industrious and popular teacher.  After a few years in the classroom in 

Belgium, he traveled to the Belgian Congo, but the precarious political 

situation of the colony and his own failing health soon necessitated a re-

turn to Belgium.  Successful surgery enabled him to return to the class-

room and also to take on other duties, such as Headmaster of the broth-

ers’ secondary school at Heist.  Brother Marcel was called upon to serve 

as a translator at various general meetings of the Congregation and was 

also known for his talent at repairing broken watches.  Ill health and 

numerous hospital stays plagued his later years.  Brother Marcel died at 

the community retirement house in Knokke on August 14, 2005.  He 

was eighty-seven years of age and had been a Xaverian Brother for sev-

enty-two years. 
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BROTHER LOUIS  (Peter De Neve) 

Born:  Stalhille, Belgium, December 29, 1858 

Died:  Brighton, England, August 15, 1925 

 

Brother Louis, a brilliant teacher at Bruges for many years, went to 

Mayfield in 1896.  A pianist and organist, he composed the music for 

many of the hymns sung at Mayfield.  When Brighton was opened in 

1909, he was named cook, and he developed into a very good one.  

When he died rather unexpectedly on Lady Day in 1925, he had been 

absent from the kitchen for only a few days.  Having entered on August 

21, 1875, he was within a week of his golden jubilee. 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARD  (Robert W. Price) 

Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, July 14, 1861 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 15, 1944 

 

Brother Bernard was one more of those Kentuckians who attended the 

Trappist School at Gethsemani.  At his death in 1944, he was the senior 

in point of service in the American Province, almost sixty-four years.  At 

one time or another, he had been in every section of the Province.  When 

old age forced him into retirement, he edified the younger generation by 

his piety and unfailing cheerfulness.  He was affectionately referred to as 

"Old Buzz." 

 

 

BROTHER NEIL  (Daniel J. Sheehan) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, May 12, 1903 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, August 15, 1951 

 

Brother Neil's trademark was his grin.  When his case was diagnosed as 

cancer, the Superior at St. John's in Danvers, along with the school nurse 
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and the doctor, did not care to be the bearer of the sad tidings.  Finally, 

all three, one as a prop for the other, went to call on the patient.  When 

Brother Neil heard the solemn sentence, he shrugged his shoulders, 

grinned of course, and said, "So what."  Then he went to write cheery 

farewell notes to his relatives and friends. 
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BROTHER FRANK MAZSICK (Brother Venard) 

Born:   Milwaukee, Wisconsin, November 7, 1923 

Died:   Louisville, Kentucky, August 15, 2005 

 

Frank Mazsick grew up in a devout, Polish, Catholic family with his two 

sisters and parents at the end of the Great Depression and the beginning 

of World War II. He was spiritually influenced by his family and then at 

Messmer Catholic High School in Milwaukee.  It was here that he and 

some of his friends were inspired to followed the Spirit to a religious vo-

cation.  Frank chose our Brotherhood even though his father and other 

friends encouraged him towards the priesthood 

 

Frank left Milwaukee a year after graduating from Messmer traveling by 

train to Old Point, Virginia to begin his life with us as a Novice and 

scholastic and finally professed with us and he never turned back until 

his death at 79 and 62 years as a Xaverian. From the very beginning 

Frank took to our life with interests in liturgy, prayer life, missions  and 

the maturing of our religious life. 

 

Majoring in both English and Spanish at Catholic University, he spent 

the first twenty years of his teaching apostolate on the high school level 

at St. Xavier’s, and Flaget in Louisville, Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx 

and Xaverian High School in Brooklyn. In the mid 1960’s he continued 

his own education at Fordham University, Spalding College and the 

University of Valladolid in Spain.  From 1969 to 1987 he taught and 

worked as a librarian on the college level at Spalding, St. Mary’s and St. 

Thomas More Colleges and St. Pius X Seminary in Kentucky and St. 

Vincent De Paul Seminary on Florida.  The following seven years were 

spent working with the poor and marginalized at the Centro Cultur-

al/Comunidad de Base in Guanajuato, Mexico. After he retired from ac-

tive ministry in 1994, he continued his good works as a volunteer at the 

St. John’s Senior Center in Louisville. 

A U G U S T   1 6 
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BROTHER BONAVENTURE  (William Guthrie) 

Born:  Holly Springs, Mississippi, May 8, 1862 

Died:  West Chelmsford, Massachusetts, August 16, 1886 

 

Brother Bonaventure entered in 1879.  After having served under Broth-

er Joseph (January 16) at St. Patrick's in Baltimore, he accompanied him 

to Lowell, Massachusetts, as a member of the pioneer community that 

opened St. Patrick's, our first venture into New England, in September, 

1881.  He remained on when his Novice Master, Brother Dominic (Sep-

tember 14), arrived a year later to replace Brother Joseph.  Brother Bon-

aventure died in 1886 when he was only twenty-four, having suffered a 

heart attack while swimming for aid.  A rowboat in which he and several 

other Brothers were enjoying an evening outing on Nabnasset Pond in 

West Chelmsford capsized.  After making sure that the three Brothers 

who couldn't swim were secured to the overturned boat, Brother Bona-

venture struck out for shore.  His body was not found until the next 

morning. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 196-202. 

 

 

 

BROTHER NICHOLAS  (Joseph F. Flynn) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, April 28, 1900 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, August 16, 1973 

 

Entering in 1919, Brother Nicholas taught for almost forty years in one 

or other of our parochial schools in Baltimore, Somerville, Lowell, Law-

rence, and Brooklyn.  In the 1930's and early 1940's, while teaching at 

St. Joseph's in Somerville, he was the driving force behind the Xaverian 

Brothers' Guild of Massachusetts.  The fabled field days held in support 

of the Peabody Juniorate were stamped with his ingenious enthusiasm.  

Retiring in 1958 to St. John's Prep in Danvers, he started a new career--

assistant in the infirmary.  A gracious soul, he welcomed everybody, the 
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sick and the well, as V.I.P.  Ironically, the infirmary was phased out, and 

Brother Nicholas, the long-time infirmarian, spent his last days at the 

Twin Oaks Nursing Home in Danvers.  He died of cancer in his seventy-

fourth year, his fifty-fourth in religion. 
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BROTHER PAUL RILEY (Valentine) 

Born:  New York, New York, February 14, 1915 

Died:   Waltham, Massachusetts, August 16, 2008 

 

Born on Valentine’s Day in 1915, Paul Riley entered the Congregation 

in January 1932 and received the holy habit and the name Valentine on 

the following feast of the Assumption.  After his graduation from the 

Catholic University, Valentine was assigned for a year to Saint X and 

then, in 1938, he began a seventeen year assignment at Saint Joseph 

Juniorate on Oak Hill in Peabody where he had a profound impact on the 

young men aspiring to be Xaverian Brothers.  He was tough, but they 

loved him because he was fair and even-handed. 

 

When the Juniorate moved to Leonardtown, Valentine did not join his 

confreres Joseph Gerard, Borromeo and Walter Augustine at Camp Cal-

vert.  He had brief assignments at John Bapst in Bangor and Xaverian 

High School in Brooklyn.  When the provinces split in 1960, he was as-

signed first to Archbishop Stepinac and then to Xavier High School in 

Middletown.  Distressed by the changes of Vatican II, Valentine had a 

hard time adjusting, and his last mission was Saint John’s High School.  

In 1972 he left the Congregation and married. 

 

On Valentine’s Day in 2003, his birthday and feast day, Paul Riley, now 

a widower, was readmitted to the Congregation at the age of eighty-

eight.  When Brother Isidore admitted Brother Paul Scanlon’s father to 

the Congregation in old age, Brother Aubert referred to it as one of 

Isidore’s romantic flights of fancy.  Since Brother Arthur Caliman was 

the Superior General who readmitted Valentine, there was probably no 

romantic flight of fantasy, but a ready admission that Paul wanted to 

come home to the Brothers.  Since the Brothers he lived with at 

Xaverian House were those with whom he had entered seventy-one 

years before, he was, indeed, ending where he began.  No mention of 
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Paul Riley’s final days with the Brothers would be complete without a 

reference to the gentle and loving care which Brother Thomas Ryan, the 

Director of Xaverian House, gave him in his final years. 

 

Of his years as a married man, we know very little.  He began with us.  

He died with us and was buried clothed in the Xaverian habit. 

 

A U G U S T   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER EUGENE  (William A. Lyons) 

Born:  Danvers, Massachusetts, March 6, 1896 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 17, 1970 

 

Brother Eugene was a St. John's Prep graduate; he was one of the first 

students to attend the school which opened in 1907.  He entered the no-

vitiate in 1912 and served the community for fifty-eight years.  He ex-

celled in his field--business education--and taught it up and down the 

East Coast, from Bangor to Louisville, where he spent the last twenty-

six years of his life, 1944 to 1970.  Brother Eugene was also a successful 

football and basketball coach at Mt. St. Joseph's.  He died in his sleep at 

the Mount where he was making his annual stop-over en route from 

Louisville to the Prep in Danvers.  Adept at straight-face comedy, he 

never allowed a conversation to lag. 

 

A U G U S T   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER MEL  (James J. Coyne) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, October 13, 1928 

Died:  San Diego, California, August 18, 1982 

 

Brother Mel, who joined the Congregation in 1946, was a product of two 

Xaverian schools--St. Joseph's in Somerville and Malden Catholic High 

School.  During his years in the classroom, he taught elementary grades 
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at St. Matthew's in Brooklyn, Mount Loretto on Staten Island, and Leon-

ard Hall, as well as high school geometry at Flaget, John Bapst, St. 

John's Prep, and for the last fourteen years of his life at Xaverian Broth-

ers High School in Westwood.  On the occasion of his silver jubilee in 

1971, it was noted in the anniversary booklet that, always the "available 

man," Brother Mel was in constant motion, coaching all sports, running 

socials, raising funds for new uniforms, repairing balky boilers, driving 

team buses, conducting military drills, helping with bingo, and tirelessly 

boosting the morale of homeless boys and overworked Brothers at "The 

Rock," Mt. Loretto.  During a summer vacation trip to California in 

1982, Brother Mel suffered a heart attack and died six hours later at 

Center City Hospital in San Diego.  He was fifty-three years old and had 

been a Xaverian Brother for thirty-six years. 

 

 

A U G U S T   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER EMERIC (Edward Francis Hornick) 

Born: Baltimore, Maryland, September 28, 1928 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 18, 1999 

 

 

Brother Emeric began his career at Leonard Hall but quickly moved on 

to high school where he became an excellent teacher of chemistry and 

mathematics.  During his forty-year career in the classroom he made 

stops at Our Lady of Good Counsel in New York, Cardinal Hayes, St. 

Michael's, Xaverian in Brooklyn, Our Lady of Good Counsel in 

Wheaton and St. X.   He spent 17 years at St. X over two assignments.  

When he left St. X in 1981 he became a professor at Bellarmine College 

in Louisville and at the College of the Redwoods in California.   

 

While Emeric had become a very good teacher, he was not always a joy 

to the brother who had to serve as his superior or principal.  Emeric had 

very definite ideas as to how a school should be run, and no one in au-
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thority ever quite met the mark.  Brother Thomas More in his eulogy of 

Brother Emeric commented on this, "Inside the classroom, he was the 

master who was strict, tolerated no nonsense, followed his own rules of 

conduct, was demanding, and who had little patience with instructions 

and orders from the principal or the dean."  Brother Thomas More con-

tinues, "No one can describe him in all of his complex dimensions — 

this man whose deep flaws and high virtues were so interfused that any 

attempt to comprehend him ends as a frustrating task.  He wrapped him-

self in Teflon to keep his emotions in check, yet he craved companion-

ship, which he would be embarrassed to admit.  Fiercely independent 

and irked by anyone giving him orders, he often pleaded for comforting 

and nourishing."   

 

In his last year Emeric worked in the library at St. X, tutoring students 

and helping them with computer problems.  When he died, twelve boys 

volunteered to be his pallbearers, proud to carry their friend Brother 

Emeric to his grave.   

 

Again Brother Thomas More sums Brother Emeric up very well, "If 

there is a lesson Brother Emeric teaches us, it is that each of us is a per-

son of contradictions . . .but these contradictions are the raw material 

that we use with God's grace to become followers of Christ, Gos-

pel-oriented people, saints.  However, there can be no sanctity unless we 

give wisdom to others through our foolishness, strength through our 

weakness, healing through our wounds, enrichment through our poverty, 

life through our death:   Lessons we learn from Jesus - Himself a sign of 

contradiction." 

 

Brother Emeric was buried in the Brothers' cemetery on the grounds of 

St. X. 
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BROTHER GUSTAAF (Jerôme Winne).   

Born: Cortemarck, Belgium, November 19, 1917 

Died: Brugge, Belgium, August 18, 2009 

 

A Xaverian for over seventy-five years on the day of his death, Brother 

Gustaaf entered the Congregation in February 1933 and died in his nine-

ty-first year.   

 

A cook for his entire career as a Xaverian, Brother Gustaaf served his 

Brothers in almost all of the Communities in Belgium: Knokke, Torhout, 

Moerkerke, Houthulst, Zedelgem, Spy and finally, at the Institute in 

Brugge.  

 

Brother Gustaaf was a good and true Brother, a holy and hard working 

man who was very approachable and who had enormous energy.  In 

many of our houses he also took care of the garden.  In 1984-85, he 

completed his last year as cook at the Institute in Brugge and moved to 

the Landhuis at St. Michiels.  There he continued to work in the garden 

as long as he was physically able. 

 

In spite of the occasional discomforts of old age, Brother Gustaaf never 

lost his impish sense of humor.  In 2006 he moved back to Brugge where 

he always had a sparkle in his eye and was a pleasant and welcoming 

member of the community.  He died at Hospital St. Luc in Brugge where 

he had been a patient for three weeks. 
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BROTHER JOHN DEVOE  (Brother Brennan) 

Born: New York, NY,  September 4, 1930 

Died: Baltimore, Maryland, August 19, 2005 

 

A native New Yorker, John Devoe graduated from Cardinal Hayes High 

School in the Bronx in 1948 and entered the Congregation at Old Point 

the following September 19th.  On the Feast of Saint Joseph in 1949, he 

received the Habit and the name Brennan, but he returned to his family 

name when the Brothers were given that option.  Missioned to Don 

Bosco Hall in Detroit, Michigan, he received his Bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Detroit in 1954, whereupon he was sent to Saint X in 

Louisville for his first teaching assignment.  After six years in Kentucky, 

he began the first of three assignments to Ryken High School.  In 1965 

he returned to Louisville and Flaget High School.  Beginning in 1968 he 

spent ten years out of the United States, four in England and six as a 

missionary in East Africa.  Returning to the United States in 1978, he re-

turned to Ryken High School where he remained for three years.  From 

1981 until 1988 he taught at Mother Catherine School in Southern Mary-

land and then returned in 1988 for his final assignment at Ryken which, 

by then, had become the co-educational Saint Mary’s Ryken.  Prior to 

his retirement, he worked from 1992 until 1998 at the Learning Bank in 

Baltimore.  

 

John was a man who had a profound affect on his students.  At his death, 

the Brothers asked his former student, George Andrews, to give the eu-

logy.  Of his old teacher, George had this to say: “Brother John enjoyed 

life.  Laughter is a great medicine.  I have many fond memories of him 

in the math resource room at Ryken with a group of students gathered 

around his desk while we discussed the latest happenings around school, 

to politics, life, athletics and philosophy.  With the fewest of words, he 

was able to create great discussions and a roomful of laughter.  He 

would sit back at his desk with a twinkle in his eye, a pipe in his mouth, 

and the ugly brown knit hat on his head.  He would ask a simple single 
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question and the room would be ignited with lively discussion and 

laughter.  He would stir the pot, pull back and watch the show . . .  I am 

thankful and honored to have had the opportunity to speak to you about 

Brother John and what he meant to me, knowing well that I am just one 

of the many thousands of students who represent all of the students that 

Brother John taught.”    

 

John died in Baltimore after a long struggle with cancer and was buried 

at Bonnie Brae. 

 

A U G U S T   1 9 

 

BROTHER H. LAWRENCE NYHAN (Brother Martel) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, April 10, 1932 

Died:  Waltham, Massachusetts, August 19, 2012 

 

Brother H. Lawrence Nyhan died at Maristhill Nursing Home in Wal-

tham, Massachusetts where he had been receiving care since 2008, when 

the debilitating effects of Parkinson’s disease made it too difficult for 

him to remain at Xaverian House, Danvers.  Larry was eighty years old 

and had been a Xaverian Brother for sixty-one of those years.  A native 

of Boston, Larry met the Brothers at Mission High School, Roxbury, 

where he graduated in 1951.  Upon graduating, Larry entered the noviti-

ate at Old Point Comfort, Virginia in September 1951 and received the 

habit on the Feast of St. Joseph, 1952.   He made his first profession two 

years later.   

 

A naturally bright student, he began his undergraduate education at 

Xaverian College, Silver Spring, but in 1956, before he was able to 

complete his degree, he was sent to Mount St. Joseph, Baltimore to 

teach.  Later that year he was sent to Cardinal Hayes High School in the 

Bronx, and then in 1957 to St. Xavier’s in Louisville.  In 1959, he was 

off to Malden Catholic High School on Highland Avenue, where he 

would teach for two years until returning to Cardinal Hayes in 1961.  

During this time he spent summers and evenings completing his under-
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graduate degree and finally received his BA in English from Fordham 

University in 1962.  Larry’s next mission was the new St. Joseph Re-

gional High School in Montvale from 1963-68, where he said he taught 

some of the brightest students of his career.  He continued his pattern of 

attending summer school, this time at Wesleyan University, Mid-

dletown, where he and a number of Brothers in those years participated 

in the Liberal Studies program particularly designed for educators.  Lar-

ry received an MALS from Wesleyan in 1969.   

 

In 1968, Larry joined the faculty at Xaverian College, where he taught 

English and began his doctoral studies at Catholic University.   As with 

his undergraduate degree, his doctorate was many years in the making.  

His studies and dissertation writing were interrupted with a teaching as-

signment at Our Lady of Good Counsel, Wheaton from 1973-1977.  In 

1977, he returned full-time to Catholic University, where he had a teach-

ing fellowship there, and later at George Washington University.  He 

gratefully received a Doctor of Arts degree from Catholic University in 

1985.  During those years he enjoyed living in community with Brothers 

Nivard, Thomas More Page and Dionysius.   During the summer 

months, he would help care for his mother and step-father at their home 

on Cape Cod.  Larry would also earn a little money working as a chef in 

local restaurants to help pay for his education and education-related 

travel. One such trip was his walking pilgrimage from Southwark to the 

shrine of St. Thomas Beckett in Canterbury where he could also perfect 

his knowledge of Middle English.   

 

After completing his doctorate, Larry returned to Xavier High School, 

Middletown, where he had spent many an enjoyable summer while stud-

ying at Wesleyan.  He taught English and Latin and lived in community 

at Xavier until 2004, interrupted however, with two missionary stints, 

one in 1988-89, when he joined the community of Brothers at Katilu 

Secondary School in the Turkana region of Kenya, and another in 1999, 

when he spent a year living and teaching the upper classes at Louverture 

Cleary School in Croix-des-Bouquets, Haiti, on the outskirts of Port au 

Prince.  Upon returning to Middletown in 1999, Larry remained in 
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community at Xavier until the effects of Parkinson’s required his move 

to Xaverian House, Danvers. During his years at Xaverian House, and 

even later while in residence at Maristhill, Larry was able to devote 

more time to something he loved, the writing of poetry.  He would peri-

odically send his poems off for publication, and was always proud when 

one would be published in a journal or magazine.  His poetry would also 

be included in his Christmas greetings to family and friends.   Larry was 

a true student who loved language and loved the interaction with stu-

dents that secondary-school teaching afforded him.   

 

Though he suffered at times with bouts of depression, the support of his 

confreres, friends and family buoyed him at these difficult times. His 

hobbies -- from coaching swimming to gardening and cooking -- were 

among his favorite pastimes.  His raspberry bushes were legendary in 

Middletown, even if they sometimes got in the way of the lawnmower!  

Larry loved nothing more than cooking for the brothers on a Sunday af-

ternoon.  One of his favorite (and most delicious) dishes was his black 

forest cake, which he made from scratch.   
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BROTHER ALFRED  (William Drury) 

Born:  Big Clifty, Kentucky, December 31, 1890 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 20, 1927 

 

Brother Alfred died in his thirty-seventh year after having labored as a 

Xaverian for fourteen years.  He was preceded in religion by his older 

brother Quincy who became Brother Martin and who died in 1977 after 

being in community for seventy-one years.  Brother Alfred's religious 

life was spent first as cook at Mt. St. Joseph's and then, after he had re-

covered from influenza, as head farmer both at the Mount and Leonard 

Hall.  While working in the draining heat of southern Maryland, he 

caught a severe cold which quickly developed into pneumonia.  He was 

brought to St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore.  As his heart was already 

weakened from his earlier bout with influenza, nothing could be done to 

save him.  To the few who knew him, his death meant the passing of a 

saintly character.  His table companions observed that he abstained eve-

ry Wednesday and Saturday in honor of Our Lady. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 478. 

 

 

BROTHER NATHANAEL  (John L. Twombly) 

Born:  Roslindale, Massachusetts, July 2, 1894 

Died:  Tunbridge Wells, England, August 20, 1964 

 

One of the last of the aspirants from St. John's in Danvers, John 

Twombly received the habit and the name Nathanael on December 3, 

1911, at Mt. St. Joseph's, and he attended classes there for the next three 

years.  Not many from that pre-war period could boast of a high school 

education, and it somewhat set apart Brother Nathanael, who somehow 

was to remain slightly set apart all his life.  Brilliant in many ways--

linguist, scientist, musician – his very brilliance got in the way, and he 

was soon bored with what he was doing and seldom followed anything 
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to its conclusion.  A chronological record of his assignments reads like 

an international timetable.  Starting at Old Point Comfort College, which 

he loved with the passion reserved for first missions, he went abroad in 

1920 to teach in the English section at Bruges.  In 1923 he was a mem-

ber of the original staff at the newly-opened St. Joseph's Juniorate in 

Peabody.  He served as Prefect of Discipline and then Studies at Mt. St. 

Joseph's for the decade of the 1930's.  In 1940 Brother Nathanael be-

came Superior of the 94th Street Manhattan community which operated 

the Good Counsel Annex to what was to become Cardinal Hayes High 

School.  The following year he borough-hopped to the Bronx where he 

was a pioneer staff member at the newly-constructed Cardinal Hayes 

High School on the Grand Concourse.  It was here that his organization-

al genius shone, as Brother Nathanael put together the entire curriculum 

schedule for the 2800 students.  The last twenty years of his life were 

spent abroad.  With Brothers Vincent Engel and Mauricius, he was ap-

pointed to the "lend-lease" program in the Belgian Congo, subbing for 

the Belgian Brothers who had to return to Europe for the duration of 

World War II.  He spent time in Uganda and then England where he was 

Headmaster at Brighton and on the staff at Mayfield.  At his own re-

quest, Brother Nathanael was transferred to the English Province, com-

pletely cutting himself off from the States.  In 1964, when he was seven-

ty, he was named Headmaster at Mayfield College despite the fact that a 

heart attack had hospitalized him in the spring of that year.  He died un-

expectedly of a second heart attack and was buried at Mayfield College 

on his patronal feast day.  He had been with us for fifty-three years. 
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BROTHER ANSELM  (Wilfred Cain) 

Born:  Crook County, Durham, England, October 2, 1912 

Died:  Mayfield, England, August 21, 1982 

 

Entering the Congregation in 1929 when he was seventeen, Brother An-

selm made his final profession of vows in 1934.  A fine English scholar, 

he later graduated from London University and taught in Manchester, 

Brighton, Mayfield, West Hartlepool, and for one year in the United 

States.  He served as Headmaster at Brighton and West Hartlepool and 

was Deputy Headmaster at Manchester.  At each school in turn he com-

bined administrative duties with those of Superior.  He was for long pe-

riods of time a member of the Province Council and also represented the 

English Province as a General Chapter delegate.  Suffering from arthri-

tis, Brother Anselm retired from teaching in 1971 and moved to the 

Scholasticate as Superior and Master of Scholastics.  Later he was ap-

pointed Superior of Twickenham.  In 1980 he moved back to Manches-

ter to be within easy access of treatment for the arthritis which was caus-

ing great suffering.  To add to his worsening medical condition, he was 

operated on for a perforated ulcer and suffered a stroke which deprived 

him of clear speech.  He transferred to Bradley House, the Brothers' 

home for the elderly and infirm.  There he received the loving care 

which is at the heart of the Xaverian spirit until his death after a second 

stroke.  Brother Anselm was a kind and modest man with only two ad-

dictions:  the cut and thrust of debate and the Daily Telegraph Cross-

word from which it may be inferred that any verbal challenge was grist 

to his mill, no matter the occasion.  While at Twickenham he always 

gave visitors a warm welcome and also involved his guests in animated 

discussion on most subjects of their choice.  He was a character to be 

remembered, a Xaverian not to be forgotten. 

 

 

BROTHER ALBRECHT JACXSENS  (Brother Sylvain) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, October 30, 1914 
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Died:  Bruges, Belgium, August 21, 1990 

 

World War I was only a few weeks old when Albrecht Jacxsens was 

born in St. James Parish in Bruges.  His baptismal name echoed the sen-

timents of many Belgian families of that time, grateful to King Albert 

for his defense of Belgium against the Germans.  It was obvious that Al-

brecht would go to the school of the "Freres" on Ezelstraat.  He entered 

the juniorate at Moerkerke "Castle" and in 1930 became a novice at 

Torhout where he took the name Sylvain.  Although sufficiently talent-

ed, he did not receive a chance for any formal education.  Rather he was 

assigned, as it was styled in those days, to domestic duties.  He became 

an excellent cook and, due to his military service as a stretcher-bearer, 

an excellent infirmarian for both boarding students and elderly Brothers.  

Brother Albrecht served in those capacities with extreme dedication and 

a radical, no-nonsense approach in the communities of Heist, Bruges, 

and Knokke.  Suffering from a serious heart condition, he left Knokke in 

1982 to live in retirement in Bruges.  However, he continued to render 

many services.  Noting how several members of his family had died of 

heart attacks, he predicted:  "It will be that way with me, too; someone 

will find me dead on a chair."  Volunteering to prepare breakfast for the 

assigned cook who was not in, he rose early, readied the meal, and then 

died of a massive heart attack while resting in a chair in the kitchen.  

Brother Albrecht was seventy-five years old and had been a Brother for 

sixty years. 
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A U G U S T   2 2 

 

 

BROTHER WILLIAM  (Patrick Hart) 

Born:  Toronto, Canada, May 3, 1853 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 22, 1912 

 

Casting his lot with us in 1873 when the community in Louisville was 

still quaking as a result of the recent wholesale defections, Brother Wil-

liam persevered for thirty-nine years.  For the first few years of his reli-

gious life, he taught at the Cathedral and St. Louis Bertrand Schools in 

Louisville and at St. Mary's Industrial School in Baltimore.  The last six-

teen years of his life were spent at St. James Home in Baltimore.  As 

there were usually only three Brothers stationed at that mission, Brother 

William  was practically unknown to the rest of the  Province.  And then 

everyone knew of him and his courage.  For the last two years of his life, 

he was in a condition of complete paralysis at Mt. St. Joseph's. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 377. 

 

 

BROTHER RAPHAEL  (William R. Doody) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, December 31, 1915 

Died:  Somerville, Massachusetts, August 22,  1964 

 

A "Brothers' boy" from childhood, Brother Raphael attended St. Joseph's 

Grammar School in Somerville and the juniorate in Peabody.  He re-

ceived the habit on August 15, 1936, and spent twenty-eight years in the 

apostolate.   Although not one to whom studies came easily, Brother 

Raphael dedicated himself to his professional advancement by the long, 

hard route of summer school and extension courses while teaching at the  

same time.  He was eventually awarded a BA degree from St. John's 

University.  Brother Raphael's  first assignment, while he was still a nov-

ice, was to St. Mary's Industrial School in 1937.  St. Mary's was never an 

easy mission, but the young novice was equal to the challenge and soon 

proved himself a resourceful teacher and a good disciplinarian.  In his 
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eight years at St. Mary's, he gave himself unreservedly to his charges, 

not only in the classroom but outside as well, affording them ample op-

portunity to expend their excess energies on the  football, baseball, and 

basketball teams he coached.  His next six years were spent at our grade 

schools in Brooklyn, and then brief assignments followed at Bardstown, 

Mt. Loretto, and Bangor.  For the last four years of his life, he was a 

member of the English Department at Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx.  

Brother Raphael died in his  forty-ninth year while he was on the usual 

end-of-the-summer visit with his family.  He had just returned from 

Mass at St. Joseph's where he had paused in front of the Church to chat 

with four other Xaverians who had attended the same Mass when he suf-

fered a sudden heart attack and died almost at once.  He was intensely 

devoted to his Brothers in religion, and their record-like outpouring at 

his funeral was a spontaneous tribute to his memory. 
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A U G U S T   2 2 

 

 

BROTHER REGINALD  (Lawrence C. Hutchins) 

Born:  Raywick, Kentucky, August 20, 1906 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 22, 1972 

 

Brother Reginald, a relative of Brother Basil (September 23), died in his 

sleep two days after his sixty-sixth birthday.  Entering in 1925, he taught 

for a year in Somerville, Massachusetts, and then went to St. Xavier's in 

Louisville where he spent thirty-four years, from 1928 to 1962, teaching 

in the Business Department.  In spite of an artificial leg, resulting in a 

long succession of operations to control bone cancer, he was very active.  

Retiring from the classroom in 1962, he worked in his rose garden, mak-

ing it a feature attraction of the new St. X on Poplar Level Road.  He had 

moved all the rose bushes from the old Brook Street residence when the 

school was located on Broadway. 

 

 

A U G U S T    2 4 

 

 

BROTHER GABRIEL  (Joseph Kellett) 

Born:  St. Helen's, Lancashire, England, December  25, 1901 

Died:  Preston, Lancashire, England, August 24, 1968 

 

While in his early teens, Joseph Kellett moved with his family to the 

Lancashire town of Preston where the Xaverians had been pioneer edu-

cators from 1860 to 1899.  There remained a great deal of Xaverian in-

fluence in Preston for many years after the withdrawal of the Brothers, 

and in 1919 Brother Cyril, the English Provincial, visited the town in 

search of vocations.  One of the young men he spoke to was Joseph 

Kellett whom he had  met outside St. Walburge's Church.  As a result of 
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this conversation, the seventeen-year old arrived the following Septem-

ber at the recently-opened novitiate at Deeping St. James to join the 

small pioneer group that had moved there from Rottingdean.  Of his for-

ty-nine years as a Xaverian, Brother Gabriel passed forty-five of them at 

either Mayfield or Brighton.  At Mayfield he at first assisted seventy-

three year old Brother Joseph (December 27) and eventually replaced 

him in the linen room, a busy place where habits were made, clothing 

and linen washed and repaired, and school clothing and toilet articles 

sold to the boys.  At Brighton he handled the linen room and also served 

as econome.  In the Battle of Britain, when Brighton was a front-line 

town with the planes swinging in low from the Channel, Brother Gabriel 

was a plane spotter.  He also helped with the Civil Defense, assisting 

with the other Brothers at the large air raid shelter on the grounds of the 

school.  In 1959 he returned to Mayfield and the linen room where 

Brother Charles (April 21), his younger brother, was in charge.   Brother 

Gabriel died of leukemia at the Sharoe Green Hospital while on holiday 

in Preston.  He had been wasting away for three years, but he forced 

himself to keep going, working to the end. 

 

 

A U G U S T    2 5 

 

 

BROTHER AUGUST  (Alvin A. Holzknecht) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, January 3, 1921 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 25, 1977 

 

Brother August died of a stroke at St. Xavier  High School, Louisville, 

while resting in his room before lunch.  He had spent the morning down-

town attending a Catholic Schools' Conference.   He was fifty-six at the 

time of his death.  In poor health for several years, he had kept going as 

if nothing were awry and had very recently returned from a vacation trip 

to Massachusetts, New York, and Maryland.  A pupil at St. Xavier's for 

two years and a graduate of St. Joseph's Juniorate, Peabody, he entered 

the novitiate in 1941.  From Xaverian College he had been assigned in 
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1944 to St. Joseph's, Somerville, and subsequently to Bardstown, Flaget, 

Xaverian High in Brooklyn, and St. Xavier's from 1969 to 1977.  He had 

been a dedicated Xaverian for thirty-six years. 

 

 

 

A U G U S T   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER ALPHONSUS  (Patrick J. Dwyer) 

Born:  Ballymacady, County Tipperary, Ireland, March 17, 1920 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, August 25, 1991 

 

There was to Brother Alphonsus a touch of St. Vincent de Paul.  Like St. 

Vincent, Brother Alphonsus' life was marked by a gentle charity, a quiet 

and unobtrusive care and compassion for all those with whom he came 

in contact.   A good Irishman, who was born on the feast of St. Patrick, 

he never missed a wake or an opportunity to send a note of concern to 

any friend who might be experiencing difficulties.  And Brother 

Alphonsus' friends were legion!  

 

Born Patrick Joseph Dwyer, no doubt in honor of the two great March 

saints, Brother Alphonsus and his family emigrated to the United States 

from County Tipperary when he was eleven and settled on Mission Hill 

in Boston's Roxbury section.  After graduating from Mission High 

School in 1937, he entered the Xaverian Brothers a year later in Septem-

ber of 1938 and took the name Alphonsus in honor of the Redemptorist 

Fathers who staffed his home parish.  After graduation from Catholic 

University in 1943, Brother Alphonsus taught at Our Lady of Good 

Counsel High School in Manhattan, St. Michael's in Brooklyn, and the 

Juniorate in Peabody.  In 1954 he was appointed Principal and Superior 

of the community at St. Teresa's School in Brooklyn.  When he received 

word of his appointment, he wrote to Brother William Sheehan (August 

27), the Provincial, "Naturally I go to St. Teresa's with the thought that I 

will be where God and my Provincial want me to be, and I beg His grace 
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to sustain me.  May the good Brothers be filled with patience and resig-

nation.  I hope that the Brothers at 4409 (the Provincialate) will say a 

special prayer for a young, mixed-up, Superior."  Brother Alphonsus 

may have begun with some trepidation as Superior, but to this day the 

Brothers who lived under him at St. Teresa's speak fondly of the care 

and kindness he showed them and of the happy atmosphere in the com-

munity. 

 

In 1960 Brother Alphonsus began work in Provincial administration.  He 

had spent twelve years as an assistant to Brother Gilroy and Brother Bar-

tholomew when he was himself elected Provincial of the St. Joseph 

Province in 1972.  The care and kindness he had shown the Brothers at 

St. Teresa's was now experienced by the entire New England Province.  

After completing his term as Provincial, Brother Alphonsus became the 

province Director of Development and the editor of "Working For 

Boys."  In this capacity he carried on his gentle apostolate of charity, at-

tending wakes and writing notes to those in need of a kind word.  This 

gentle man died at the Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston after a 

long bout with cancer.  He was laid to rest in the Brothers' Cemetery at 

St. John's Prep following a funeral Mass at St. Richard's Church in Dan-

vers.  He had given fifty-three of his seventy-one years to the Congrega-

tion he so devotedly loved. 

 

  



533 

A U G U S T   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER ILDEPHONSE  (Robert Dunn) 

Born:  Dublin, Ireland, December 21, 1851 

Died:  Salford, England, August 26, 1872 

 

Brother Ildephonse received the habit on St. Joseph's Day in 1871, hav-

ing entered, presumably, at the  old Collegiate Institute in Manchester a 

month previously.  His career was short--eighteen months.  Four months 

before his twenty-first birthday, he made a death-bed profession. 

 

 

BROTHER JEAN  (John H. Ryan) 

Born:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, January 18, 1905 

Died:  Keene, New Hampshire, August 26, 1940 

 

Brother Jean entered the novitiate in his eighteenth year and died of a 

heart attack in his thirty-sixth while spending his vacation time with his 

parents.  Brother Jean taught  for a year at Holy Cross, Brooklyn, and at 

St. Mary's, Norfolk, and then two years at St. Mary's in Clarksburg, 

West Virginia, before being assigned to St. Michael's Diocesan High 

School in Brooklyn where he remained for eight years, from 1927 to 

1935.  His last  assignment was at Our Lady of Perpetual Help High 

School, Mission Hill, Roxbury.  Brother Jean was a heart patient, and in 

his last year he slept sitting up with pillows piled on a desk.   In his 

prime he was a fireball of energy and enthusiasm, the gay spirit in the  

community.  To liven things up, he got himself involved in violent ar-

guments, and he spoke for either side of the question with vehemence. 

 

 

BROTHER FABIAN  (Francis E. Dolan) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, September 10, 1918 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, August 26, 1975 
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Brother Fabian, a graduate of Boston Trade School, entered in 1939.  A 

teaching career was not to be his.  He spent his active years caring for 

the physical needs of the Brothers as procurator and the maintenance of 

the school plants as master electrician and plumber.  From 1941 to 1957, 

he was stationed first at St. Mary's Industrial School and then at Mt. St. 

Joseph's.  In the 1960's, our booming building  days, Brother Fabian and 

Brother Leo Morrissey (May 13) teamed up in all sorts of building, re-

modeling, and renovating projects, including the novitiates at 

Leonardtown and Newton Highlands, Notre Dame High School in Utica, 

and Xaverian Brothers High School in Westwood.  After Brother Leo's 

death in 1965, Brother Fabian gave most of his time to the maintenance 

and upkeep of the large plant at St. John's Prep in Danvers.  Beginning 

in 1953, an insidious diabetes began to weaken his powerful frame.  In 

early 1974 he lost both legs.  He learned to walk on artificial limbs, 

however, and continued to amaze his confreres as he climbed ladders to 

repair fifteen-foot high boilers at his last mission, St. John's in Shrews-

bury.  The ravages of diabetes and the side effects of arterial complica-

tions brought his "profile in courage"  to an end at St. Vincent's Hospital 

in Worcester. 
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A U G U S T   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER FLORENCE  (Henry Cecil) 

Born:  Raywick, Kentucky, February 3, 1879 

Died:  East Boston, Massachusetts, August 27, 1912 

 

Brother Florence died at age thirty-three after having spent fifteen years 

in religious life.  He entered the Community from Raywick, Kentucky, 

his birthplace.  His first mission was Old Point Comfort.  Assignments at 

Lowell and East Boston would follow.  Brother Florence was always an 

earnest religious, devoted to his duty and willing to oblige the members 

of the Community.  His was the seventh death in 1912 in the American 

Province and the third in one month. 

MEN AND DEEDS,  p. 377. 

 

 

BROTHER  SAMUEL   (Thomas X. Cairnes) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, October 6, 1888 

Died:  Biddeford, Maine, August 27, 1952 

 

Brother Samuel, brother of Brother Gilbert (October 19), was one of 

those orators who failed in their first attempt and then by constant prac-

tice achieved success.  He was the first Superior at St. Michael's Dioce-

san High School in Brooklyn, and subsequently he was in charge of our 

school in Bangor, Maine, and the juniorate in Peabody.  The American 

Province is indebted to him for his pioneering work in introducing the 

annual Xavier Day.  In the overall picture of his almost fifty years in the 

community, he was a delightful fellow with slightly bizarre notions on 

expatiating at length on the obvious. 

 

 

BROTHER DAMIAN   (Gerald G. Sunderland) 

Born:  Keethleg, Yorkshire, England, December 16, 1912 

Died:  Mayfield, Sussex, England, August 27, 1977 
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Brother Damian died in his sixty-fifth year.  He had entered at Deeping 

St. James when he was fifteen  and received the habit two years later.  

Professed August 15, 1934, he was assigned to Manchester.  Despite the 

difficulties of the war years, he completed his degree studies at London 

University.  He never lost his enthusiasm for his beloved classics.  Con-

stant bouts with migraine forced him from the classroom at age fifty, but 

he rendered valuable service in the bookstore at Clapham and Mayfield.  

In his final years his migraine condition lessened when he suffered sev-

eral heart attacks.  Finally he succumbed to cancer. 

 

 

 

A U G U S T   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER WILLIAM  (Maurice F. Sheehan) 

Born:  Butte, Montana, February 9, 1901 

Died:  Milton, Massachusetts, August 27, 1987 

 

Although born "on the frontier" in Butte, Montana, Maurice Sheehan 

grew up in the more urban setting of Somerville, Massachusetts, where 

he attended St. Joseph's School.  He left Somerville at the age of four-

teen to become an aspirant at Old Point Comfort College, Virginia.  Af-

ter completing his novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's in 1920, Brother William 

spent the next twelve years teaching at St. Xavier's in Louisville and 

studying at the Universities of Kentucky (evenings and weekends) and 

Notre Dame and Fordham (summers), finally obtaining a Bachelor's de-

gree from Catholic University in 1933.  Brother William's great contri-

bution to the Xaverian Brothers was the role he played in various admin-

istrative positions for almost thirty years.  He served as Director of the 

Juniorate in Peabody (l935 to l937), Principal of St. X (1937 to 1943) 

and Keith Academy in Lowell (1943 to 1946), Headmaster of St. John's 

Prep (1946-1949), Provincial Treasurer (1949 and 1950), Provincial of 

the American Province (1950 to 1956), and third assistant to the Superi-
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or General (1959 to 1965).  Those who served with Brother William re-

member him as a strict Superior both with the Brothers and with himself, 

but he was always the "soul of fairness."  When he had  completed his 

term as Provincial, Brother William opted for assignment to Ryken High 

School on Breton Bay in Leonardtown.  The Brothers' residence was be-

ing constructed during his first year there so the Brothers lived in the 

bungalows of Camp Calvert on the same grounds.  Because the bunga-

lows were so poorly insulated, the winds blowing off the bay during the 

fall and winter served to make them "deep freezers" with beds rather 

than living quarters.  In 1965 Brother William joyously returned to the 

classroom after thirty years, teaching at St. Joseph Regional High School 

in Montvale, New Jersey.  He remained there until 1970 when he be-

came archivist for the St. Joseph Province.  Two years before his death, 

he suffered a stroke which impaired his memory and affected his vision, 

destroying his ability to read.  Brother William endured these trials pa-

tiently, even when the deterioration of his condition required the move 

to the Parkwell Health Center in Milton where he died at the age of 

eighty-six after spending sixty-eight years in the community. 

 

 

A U G U S T   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER MATTHEW  (John Deering) 

Born:  Tullamore, Offaly, Ireland, August 28, 1892 

Died:  Mayfield, England, August 28, 1953 

 

Brother Matthew belonged to the Manchester community.  He looked af-

ter the garden, the playing fields, and, in season, the heat.  He was fa-

mous for his devotion to his "tay," black and very strong.  Discharged 

from Stamford Hospital as an incurable tubercular patient, he was as-

signed to the infirmary at Mayfield where he died on his sixty-first 

birthday.  He had entered the Congregation a few days prior to his thir-

teenth birthday. 

 



538 

 

BROTHER MARTIN  (Quincy L. Drury) 

Born:  Big Clifty, Kentucky, August 14, 1888 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 28, 1977 

 

Brother Martin, whose grandmother was a "Quincy from Louisiana," 

was the brother of Brother Alfred (August 20) and the cousin of Brother 

Simon (March 8).  Entering at Mt. St. Joseph's when he was eighteen, he 

lived into his ninetieth year, proud of his being the senior member of the 

American Provinces.  His assignments had been few but long-lasting:  

St. Lawrence Home in Louisville from 1910 to 1915, St. James Home in 

Baltimore from 1915 to 1927 (he was Director from 1924 to 1927), St. 

Mary's Industrial School from 1927 to 1950, St. Joseph's in Bardstown 

from 1950 to 1968, and finally St. Xavier's in Louisville from 1968 until 

his death.  For the most part he served as the steward in the purchasing, 

preparation, and serving of food. 
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BROTHER ANGELUS (Francis T. Curry) 

Born:  Carrick-on-Suir, Waterford, Ireland, February 15, 1899 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, August 30, 1952 

 

After he emigrated from Carrick-on-Suir, Brother Angelus lived for a 

time in Detroit, Michigan, before he entered the novitiate at the age of 

twenty-five.  Among Xaverians in the American Province, his was a 

unique career, given entirely to service in the schools of the Diocese of 

Brooklyn where he was Superior for nine years and community supervi-

sor for fifteen.  In 1947 he received a citation from the Bishop for his 

services to the Diocese. 

 

 

BROTHER JEREMIAH  (Francis J. Dromey) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, August 30, 1916 

Died:  Norwood, Massachusetts, August 30, 1988 

 

Unfailingly courteous, a "splendid gentleman," Brother Jeremiah was 

one of the great minds and one of the great characters of his generation.  

Born on Mission Hill and educated in the schools of the Mission Church, 

he entered the novitiate at Old Point Comfort in February of 1934 and 

became one of the long line of Mission graduates who found their voca-

tion with the Xaverians.  His professional career spanned fifty years.  

From 1939 to 1963, Brother Jeremiah was on the "boarding school cir-

cuit" (Bardstown, The Mount, and The Prep), and because of the multi-

tude of duties placed on boarding school teachers, he claimed that he 

never once prepared a lesson.  He simply never had the time; he was 

much too busy taking photographs for the yearbook, for the weddings of 

graduates, and for the baptisms, confirmations, and weddings of their 

children.  When he was not crying, "You're looking at me," to those be-

ing photographed, he could be found prefecting dormitories, refereeing 

basketball games or scouring the countryside, immersing himself in the 
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local history.  Brilliant and incredibly well-read, "Miah" was, neverthe-

less, one of the most self-effacing of men.  During his years as librarian 

at Xavier High School in Middletown, Connecticut, silence was never 

the order of the day.  Brother Jeremiah always allowed the kids to talk, 

and loudly so he could hear them.  Consequently he knew everything 

that was going on in the school, usually long before the principal and 

staff!  As a reference librarian he was magnificent, and students mar-

veled as he cited for them periodicals, volumes, dates, and pages without 

looking up the information.  His office in the library, like his room in the 

Brothers' house, was a veritable treasure trove of memorabilia and ar-

cane minutiae.  Fibber McGee's closet paled in comparison to Miah's. 

In keeping with the Xaverian tradition of nicknames, Brother Jeremiah 

was blessed with a number of them.  To one and all he was "Miah."  

Frequently when his deafness prevented him from understanding what 

was said to him, he would ask, "What did Mumbles say?"  Thus Mum-

bles was added to the list, along with C. Miah Grope (a reference to his 

constantly groping for a word or a newspaper) which was quickly short-

ened to "The Grope."  In all instances the names were affectionate.  

Brother Jeremiah died after a long and painful struggle with cancer.  In 

his eulogy, Brother Jeremiah's life-long friend, Brother Joseph Gerard 

(June 28), observed: 

"We delight when we remember our brother and friend.  But if we were 

to dwell 

only on the traveler, the collector, the wit, and the man of encyclopedic 

knowledge, the professional librarian, we would never have the measure 

of the man.  Jeremiah was a loving person.  He loved people.  He loved 

doing things for people.  One admired him for his prodigious talents, but 

one loved him for his giving and generous nature." 
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BROTHER  BONIFACE MULLINS  (Thomas F. Mullins) 

Born: Worcester, Massachusetts, November 13, 1903 

Died: Melrose, Massachusetts, August 30, 2000  

 

Born  in Worcester, Massachusetts, Thomas Francis Mullins attended St. 

John's Parochial School on Temple Street, before entering the Old Point 

Comfort College from which he graduated as an aspirant four years lat-

er, in June of 1921.  After novitiate, his first mission was Mt. St. Joseph 

College in Baltimore. A novice when he first arrived, he made his first 

profession of vows on the Feast of the Assumption, August 15, 1923. 

During that summer, he earned his first college credits at Notre Dame 

University in Indiana. He continued to take courses at Loyola and Johns 

Hopkins in Maryland and Fordham and St. Francis in New York, before 

gaining his AB from Catholic University in 1933. After graduate work at 

St. John's in New York and Boston College, he attained his Masters at 

Catholic University. He completed additional graduate work at Wesley-

an and Boston College during summer sessions. 

 

In 1970, Brother Boniface arrived at St. John's Prep in Danvers, MA. On 

this campus he would spend the rest of his life, except for the last few 

months. Prior to that, staying in one place was not the rule. Over the 

years Brother Boniface taught in Maryland, New York, Massachusetts, 

Virginia and Kentucky. He spent most of his years as a Xaverian in 

Massachusetts, in Danvers at St. Johns from 1935-40 and again from 

1962-69, in Shrewsbury at St. John's High (1961-62) and in Lowell at 

Keith Academy (1969-70). He spent 8 years at Mt. St. Joseph in Balti-

more, MD (1922-1930), and 3 years later on (1958-1960) at Good Coun-

sel in Wheaton, MD. In New York he taught at St. Michael's in Brook-

lyn (1930-31), and on two separate assignments in Utica (1933-35, 43-

44). From 1940 to 1943, he served as Assistant Novice Master to Broth-

er Urban Kelly  (December 29)  at Old Point. 
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Always a student, he was so modest a man that he never boasted of 

knowledge; he kept his learning much to himself. It was only when 

somebody would ask him for some arcane information about the life of 

some saint or of some  Civil War general that he called on his vast store 

of knowledge for the quick and correct answers. He kept notes from his 

considerable reading, the most satisfying for him being the ones on reli-

gious life and religion. 

 

In every way he was a teacher, in the classroom and by example. His 

dedication in the classroom carried over into school activities, where he 

earned a reputation for being the most active fan of all the athletic teams.   

 

In community, he was a man of warmth and welcome.  He often took on 

little jobs that no one else was doing.  Only when he went away did the 

other brothers realize how many such duties he performed.  After a fall 

and a brief illness, he died at Melrose-Wakefield Hospital in his ninety-

seventh year. 
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BROTHER CLEMENS  (Anthony Hallmann) 

Born:  Hoeckingen, Germany, November 2, 1843 

Died:  Hoeckingen, Germany, August 31, 1868 

 

Brother Clemens entered in June, 1863, in his twenty-first year and re-

ceived the habit that same year on Xavier Day.  That identifies him as 

one of the group of postulants trained by the retired Brother Ryken, the 

ones who used to crowd into his little bedroom at the deClyncke House.  

There is no record of Brother Clemens' having been admitted to profes-

sion.  He died at home, presumably on sick-leave.  In one of the old Bel-

gian Registers, there is a notation:   "Sent Back.  Consumption." 

 

 

PATRICK MAGUIRE 

Born:  Chicago, Illinois, June 28, 1856 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 31, 1870 

 

Patrick Maguire never received the habit.  "The Chronicler," according 

to Brother Julian, "merely states that Little Pat died after an illness of 

twenty-one days, that he had spent two years, two months, and twenty-

five days of his saintly and useful life in the Order, and that he died 

greatly lamented by the community."  To this, Brother Julian also added 

that Little Pat was buried in the McGuire family lot in St. Louis Ceme-

tery in Louisville. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 81. 

 

 

BROTHER AMADEUS  (August W. Reuter) 

Born:  Cincinnati, Ohio, May 21, 1893 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, August 31, 1967 
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Possibly Brother Amadeus never heard of the legendary dictum of Na-

poleon that an army marches on its stomach, but for seventeen years he 

watched the naval cadets of Leonard Hall march on the products he had 

purchased and seen cooked in the area where he reigned supreme.  That 

the many hundreds of boys who passed through Leonard Hall from 1950 

to 1967 were well-fed was the result of his constant supervision of a de-

partment which lacks the appeal of the classroom, the challenges of the 

front office.  In a drab job which would drive most men out of their wits, 

Brother Amadeus achieved a remarkable record of fidelity to duty.  Au-

gust Reuter entered the Congregation in 1919 when he was twenty-six.  

His early teaching assignments took him to St. Paul's in Portsmouth and 

Sacred Heart School in Richmond.  He spent twenty-four years in Bal-

timore teaching the fourth grade at St. Patrick's, directing St. James 

Home for six years, and laboring at St. Mary's Industrial School.  He 

was assigned to Leonard Hall in 1950, and there he died of a heart attack 

seventeen years later.  At the time of his death he was seventy-four years 

of age and had spent forty-eight years with us. 
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BROTHER MARK  (Patrick Kinsella) 

Born:  Bellcoram, Newfoundland, December 23, 1853 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 1, 1929 

 

Brother Mark was a native of Bellcoram on Fortune Bay, Newfound-

land.  His father's occupation, captain of a mail boat between St. John's, 

Newfoundland, and the Islands, provided the wherewithal for a business 

school education for his son.  The future Brother Mark opened a dry-

goods business, married, and was quite successful.  A widower, he came 

to us after having provided for the upbringing of an only son.  He was a 

welcome addition.  In the community, both as Superior and as subject, 

he loved to bait the young.  He could bluster like another Captain Bligh.  

Nobody minded.  When Brother Mark was in charge of St. Mary's in 

Lawrence, his son, now full-grown, moved to Lawrence and eventually 

entered the Congregation, taking the name Brother Mark, Jr.  He did not 

persevere.  His father retired to Old Point Comfort in 1909 where he did 

some bookkeeping.  Suffering from corpulency and asthma, he was 

forced to sleep in a rocking chair.  Brother Mark died at the Mount at the 

age of seventy-five.  His son was at his bedside. 

 

 

BROTHER HUGH  (William Smith) 

Born:  Birkenhead, England, February 2, 1912 

Died:  Pembury, England, September 1, 1969 

 

Brother Hugh lost his father in World War I.  His friends felt that this 

loss made him so introspective that he was never able to show his full 

potential.  An all-round student, he took his degree in French at Man-

chester University and taught at  Manchester, Clapham, and Mayfield, 

his favorite.  Clever at all sports, he regarded his cycling trips to North 

Wales and the western counties as the high points of the year.  A heart 

condition developed in 1965.  It was not until July, 1969, that he entered 



546 

Pembury Hospital and died suddenly when all signs indicated that he 

would be discharged in a few days. 

 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   1 

 

 

BROTHER STEPHEN (Daniel Dunn) 

Born:  Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, October 21, 1910 

Died:  Tunbridge Wells, England, September 1, 1991 

 

Brother Stephen was one of several young men from the North East of 

England who came to the Xaverian Brothers between the wars.  He en-

tered the English Novitiate at Deeping Saint James in 1927, receiving 

the habit on August 15th of that year and pronouncing final vows five 

years later on August 15, 1932.  He spent his active life teaching at the 

Brothers' schools in Manchester, Bootle, Mayfield, and Clapham (Lon-

don).  Most of his life he taught French in which he had a degree from 

London University.  During the school year 1966-67 he came to 

Xaverian Brothers High School in Westwood where he taught French to 

mainly good but a few "cheeky" American lads.  Brother Stephen was an 

exemplary religious and a dedicated teacher, very strict with himself and 

with his students but remembered with affection and respect by those 

with whom lived and those whom he taught.  In his younger days he was 

a keen soccer and cricket player who coached and encouraged others in 

these sports.  Throughout his life he did his best to foster vocations to 

the priestly and religious life by prayer and by direct encouragement.  

He would take likely youngsters on bicycle trips to visit seminaries, 

monasteries, or other religious houses. More than one priest in the dio-

cese of Salford (Manchester) has acknowledged the debt he owed Broth-

er Stephen in prompting and supporting his vocation.  His last years 

were plagued by ill health of various kinds, but he continued to say his 

rosary for vocations to the Brothers.  He also turned his knowledge of 

French to good use by writing letters to prisoners of conscience on be-
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half of Amnesty International as well as to some of our Zairean Broth-

ers.  At the time of his death, Brother Stephen was eighty years of age 

and had given sixty-four years to the Congregation. 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL QUIGLEY  (Brother Francis Joseph) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, August 16, 1915 

Died:  Westwood, Massachusetts, September 2, 1977 

 

In his religious life Paul Quigley bore two names, Francis Joseph and 

Paul.  Always as gentle as the saint of Assisi, he also took the mission-

ary courage of the man from Tarsus.  Brother Paul graduated from St. 

Joseph's Juniorate, Peabody, in 1935, and completed his preliminary 

training at the novitiate at Old Point and Xaverian College, Silver 

Spring.  He taught in Brooklyn at Holy Cross from 1939 to 1943 and at 

nearby St. Teresa's from 1943 to 1945.  While in Brooklyn he obtained 

an AB from Fordham University and his MS from St. John's University.  

Leaving Brooklyn in 1945, he spent eight years in Baltimore, two at St. 

Mary's Industrial School and six at Mt. St. Joseph's.  An eager volunteer, 

he asked for the African missions, spending thirteen years in Uganda 

and Kenya with a sabbatical year (1958-1959) at Flaget High in Louis-

ville.  While in Kenya, he served as superior and principal of Eregi 

Teachers' College.  Reassigned to the States for reasons of health in 

1967, he taught social studies at Xaverian High in Westwood, MA, until 

his retirement from the classroom in 1975.  Brother Paul died in his 

room at the Brothers' residence at Westwood after a long and brave bat-

tle with lung cancer.  His mother and eight brothers and sisters survived 

him.  He was just sixty-two at the time of his death and had been one of 

us for forty-two years. 

S E P T E M B E R   3 

 

 

BROTHER PASCAL  (Patrick A. Kelleher) 
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Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, June 26, 1887 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, September 3, 1969 

 

Brother Pascal grew up in Lawrence, Massachusetts, where he attended 

St. Mary's School in the days of Brother Mark Kinsella (September 1).  

He became an aspirant at St. John's in Danvers when he was thirteen, 

transferring to the novitiate in Baltimore in December, 1902.  He re-

ceived the habit on St. Joseph's Day in 1903.  His teaching assignments 

included St. Mary's Industrial School, Baltimore; Newport News; Louis-

ville; Bardstown; New York City; and St. John's Prep in Danvers from 

1943 to 1969.  He served as principal of St. John's in Worcester, Keith 

Academy in Lowell, Assumption Academy in Utica, Leonard Hall, and 

John Bapst in Bangor.  He was also a Provincial Councillor and Supervi-

sor of Schools.  Like the "one hoss shay," this robust six-footer fell apart 

physically when his final illness struck.  Exploratory surgery revealed 

that Brother Pascal had terminal cancer. 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   3 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES E.  KENDRICK (Brother Eugenius) 

Born: Baltimore, Maryland, December 27, 1921 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, September 3, 1997 

 

Moving from Philadelphia to Baltimore, Jim Kendrick’s family settled 

in St. Berndardine’s Parish.  From there he attended Mount St. Joseph 

High School, where he excelled in the school plays.  He entered the no-

vitiate at Old Point Comfort, Virginia on February 15, 1942, and made 

his final profession on August 15, 1950. 

 

“Euge” or “Eujay” as Eugenius was known before reverting to his bap-

tismal name was a scholar.  He earned a B.S. from Fordham in 1952 and 

an M.A. from St. John’s University, Brooklyn in 1960.  His major was 

French.  He did post-graduate work at the Catholic University of Ameri-
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ca summer school in Washington, Nazareth College, Louisville, and La-

val University, Quebec, Canada. 

 

His first teaching assignment in 1946 was St. John’s Prep, Danvers, but 

he was sent the next year to Cardinal Hayes High School annex in Man-

hattan, where he remained until 1951.  After almost seven years at St. 

Michael’s Diocesan High School, Brooklyn, he had brief stays at 

Xaverian College, Mount St. Joseph, Leonard Hall and St. Patrick’s, 

Baltimore before being sent to Flaget High School, Louisville, where he 

taught from 1960 to 1967.  Then again there were short stays at Our La-

dy of Good Counsel, Wheaton and Mount St. Joseph until 1970. 

 

Euge conducted a glee club in his first two missions.  Talented in music 

and languages, he was a superb mimic.  Teaching, however, did not 

come easy to him, and discipline was not his strong suit.  In 1970, now 

“Jimmy,” he took a leave of absence, working as a proof reader for a 

Baltimore publishing house.  In 1972 he returned to form the first two-

man community with Brother Declan Kane.  In 1983 he was retired to 

Ryken House in Louisville. 

 

In retirement, Jimmy volunteered to work in the library, where the stu-

dents came to look forward to the jokes he would save to tell them.  He 

died unexpectedly of a heart attack.  Jimmy was a simple, unassuming, 

gentle man.  Recognizing his own shortcomings, he never said an unkind 

word of anyone. 

S E P T E M B E R   4 

 

 

BROTHER MAURICE PYCK  (Brother Damien) 

Born:  Koekelare, West Flanders, Belgium, January 16, 1908 

Died:  Assebroek, Bruges, Belgium, September 4, 1992 

 

As a boy Maurice Pyck became acquainted with the Xaverian Brothers 

in Bruges; he was probably a student for a short time at the Saint Francis 

Xavier Institute.  By 1923 he was an aspirant at the Juniorate at 
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Moerkerke.  The following year he entered the Novitiate at Torhout and 

took the religious name of Damien.  With no further formal education, 

he was appointed a porter and part-time prefect of studies or 

"surveillant" as the position was known in Catholic schools.  He spent 

the 1927 school year as a primary teacher in Knokke.  The following 

year he fulfilled his military duties as a Belgian soldier in the medical 

service.  From 1929 to 1937 he was back in Bruges where he again ex-

celled as a surveillant.  He was very strict, but discipline and order made 

for a wonderful spirit of study in the halls he prefected.  It was excep-

tional for a surveillant to be loved by his students, but this was Brother 

Maurice's case, and several of his boys would remain life-long friends.  

In 1934 Brother Maurice entered his name on the list of volunteers for 

the Belgian Congo.  Three years later at the age of twenty-nine, he sailed 

to the Congo with Brother Germain Vanacker (February 22) who had 

been one of the pioneer band in Africa in 1931.  Because of World War 

II, Brother Maurice would not return to Belgium for ten years.  But he 

had come to love Africa and would serve there for nearly forty years.  In 

Zaire he acted as prefect of studies, teacher, and headmaster in the four 

schools that were run by the Brothers; his favorite was the Kasenga mis-

sion in the middle of the jungle.  Everywhere he proved to be a man of 

friendship.  Brother Maurice returned to Belgium in 1976.  His health 

was excellent until the spring of 1992 when he was diagnosed with can-

cer.  Two operations failed; it was a useless battle of eight weeks against 

death.  But as long as his mind was clear, he remained his old self, grate-

ful to all his friends.  Brother Maurice was eighty-four when he died on 

September 4th; in four more days he would have observed the sixty-

eighth anniversary of his entrance into the Congregation. 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   5 

 

 

BROTHER EDMUND  (Thomas Beard) 

Born:  Liverpool, England, October 21, 1873 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 5, 1909 
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Born in England, Brother Edmund immigrated to Brockton, Massachu-

setts.  He came to us when he was twenty-nine.  After his probation he 

was sent to Richmond to teach.  He was transferred to Manchester, New 

Hampshire, in 1907.  Two years later he was dead from dropsy.  Brother 

Edmund, who was a professionally-trained singer, died at the age of thir-

ty-six. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 367. 

 

 

BROTHER ISIDORE  (William Kuppel) 

Born:  Bodman, Baden, Germany, April 24, 1853 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 5, 1935 

 

In the words of his CYRENIAN author, Brother Aubert Downey (April 

24), Brother Isidore's greatest contribution to the Congregation that he 

loved so passionately was that he forced the Community to lift itself ed-

ucationally by its bootstraps.  In the eighteen years he served as Provin-

cial (1907-1925), he never for a moment allowed anything to interfere 

with the intellectual progress of the Brothers.  He encouraged the aspir-

ants to study Latin, and in fifty seconds he wiped out an inhibition of fif-

ty years.  Beginning in 1908 he sent the Brothers to Harvard.  In 1915 he 

began sending Brothers to Catholic University for a year in residence as 

graduate students.  He put the aspirants through high school and opened 

St. Joseph's Juniorate for them in 1923.   And although out of office at 

the time, Brother Isidore was thrilled to have lived long enough to see 

his educational dreams realized in the founding of Xaverian College in 

1931. 

Brother Isidore entered in Louisville in 1866, a thirteen-year old German 

who spoke English hesitatingly.  That first morning at St. Xavier's in 

Louisville, he made his First Communion.  In his long life, which lasted 

well into his eighty-third year, he had two assignments, Louisville and 

Mt. St. Joseph's where he was both Prefect of Studies and Discipline and 

served as Superior.  He was Provincial from 1907 to 1925.  Brother 

Isidore, however, was ill-at-ease in positions of authority; he was always 
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a subject at heart.  During his eighteen-year provincialship, he guided 

the destiny of the Congregation's apostolate in America, seeing it expand 

to include St. John's Prep in Danvers, the Working Boys' Home in New-

ton Highlands, Leonard Hall High School, St. James Parochial School in 

Newark, Cathedral School in Richmond, Assumption Academy in Utica, 

and Holy Cross, Holy Name, and St. Matthew's in Brooklyn, New York, 

to name a few.  In 1919 Brother Isidore declined a nomination for the of-

fice of Superior General.  His was a life of complete dedication to the 

Congregation and its individual members, irrespective of provinces. Es-

prit de corps was his favorite expression, as he believed spirit was every-

thing. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 299. 

CYRENIAN #9. 

GEE WHIZ, an autobiography. 

 

BROTHER GODRIC  (Peter Malone) 

Born:  Crook, County Durham, England, September 12, 1910 

Died:  Nairobi, Kenya, September 5, 1977 

 

Peter Malone joined us in 1933, eager to see the foreign missions like St. 

Francis Xavier, but for the next twenty-three years he was in succession 

a geography teacher, local superior, and Novice Master.  Then in 1955 

the English Province sent Brothers to St. Patrick's School, Mzedi, Nyas-

aland (Malawi).  Brother Godric was there for two years until loss of 

manpower forced our withdrawal.  Back home and still yearning for the 

missions, Brother Godric found himself a member of the General Coun-

cil in Rome and then Provincial in England.  In 1971 he obtained per-

mission to join the Xaverians from the States working in Kenya.  After 

having taught for six years at St. Peter's Seminary, Kakamega, he died of 

cancer in his sixty-seventh year in the hospital in Nairobi and was laid to 

rest in the cemetery at St. Peter's Seminary.  

 

 

BROTHER PETER WALSH (Valens) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, December 22, 1923 
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Died:   Louisville, Kentucky, September 5, 2014 

 

Brother Peter Walsh was born in Brooklyn, New York on December 22, 

1923. He enjoyed a long history with the Xaverian Brothers having had 

us as teachers at Saint Teresa’s parish school after which he entered 

Saint Joseph’s Juniorate in 1937. Peter received the habit and religious 

name Valens on August 15
th

, 1942.  

 

Peter earned his B.A. and M.Ed. from Boston College. He also studied at 

St. John’s University, Nazareth College in Louisville, Pace University 

and Pratt Institute in New York City. Peter truly loved teaching especial-

ly building lasting relationship with his students. He often spoke fondly 

of former students and the Brothers with whom he was missioned espe-

cially at Malden Catholic, Saint Xavier, Saint Mary’s Ryken, and Naza-

reth, Brooklyn. No doubt he saved more than one student who got in 

trouble. Peter’s compassion for his students was very evident. This com-

passion led him to join our mission at the Rosebud Reservation where he 

served the Lakota people for four years.  

 

In retirement Peter also showed great loyalty and compassion by his dai-

ly visits to brothers, sisters and lay people who were infirm and residing 

at Nazareth Home. In 1994 Brother Peter retired at Ryken House in Lou-

isville, until he too needed the specialized care provided at Nazareth 

Home, where he died peacefully on September 5, 2014, just a few 

months short of completing his 91
st
 year. 
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S E P T E M B E R   6 

 

 

BROTHER ALOYSIUS  (John Ireland) 

Born:  Longridge, Lancashire, England, June 20, 1846 

Died:  Darwen, Lancashire, England, September 6, 1900 

 

Brother Aloysius, pillar of strength in the early days of the English Prov-

ince, Provincial Councillor, and Superior at Mayfield, died in his fifty-

fifth year while on holiday in his native Lancashire.  His is the typical 

story of how the Brothers worked for a certificate.  Entering at Hammer-

smith on May 25, 1863, when he was not quite seventeen, he received 

the habit a year later on May 18, 1864.  In the meantime he must have 

been a pupil-teacher at St. John's School in Salford, for on November 6, 

1865, he went to London to sit for an examination as a Queen's Scholar.  

Having qualified, he enrolled at St. Mary's Training School, Hammer-

smith, for the course lasting two years.  He returned to Manchester on 

December 31, 1867, and on January 2 took charge of St. Augustine's 

School.  After six years there and one year as Superior at the Collegiate 

Institute, he was sent to Preston where he became Superior on December 

11, 1877.  Sixteen years after he had completed the course at the training 

school, he received his First Class Certificate on November 11, 1883. 

 

 

BROTHER COLUMKILLE  (John P. Sullivan) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, August 12, 1927 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, September 6, 1974 

 

Brother Columkille suffered a cardiac arrest at the Lutheran Medical 

Center, Brooklyn, the day after he entered for observation.  During his 

twenty-eight years as a Brother he taught at Mission High, St. John's 

Prep, at Xaverian and Nazareth in Brooklyn, and at Ryken High in 

Leonardtown where he served as Superior, Principal, Aspirant Master 

and Vocation Director. 
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S E P T E M B E R   6 

 

BROTHER KIRBY (James Anthony Boone) 

Born: June 11, 1926, New Haven, Kentucky 

Died: September 6, 2010, Louisville, Kentucky 

 

Coming from a large family of one girl and eight boys, two of whom be-

came Xaverians, Brother Kirby, a leathery Kentuckian, was perhaps the 

most rugged Xaverian of his generation in the Congregation. His broth-

er, Brother Martin, is perhaps a close second.  Born in New Haven in 

Nelson County, Kentucky, and graduated from Saint Xavier in 1944 

while World War II was still raging, James Boone joined the army im-

mediately upon graduation.  Four years later in February of 1948, he 

joined the Congregation at Old Point in the last of the February Juniorate 

classes.  On August 15
th

 of that year he received the holy habit and took 

the name Kirby after his high school classmate Brother Kirby Quinlan 

who had died as a scholastic.  The name became part of him, and all of 

his family referred to him not as James but as Kirby.  Upon graduation 

from the Catholic University of America, he was assigned to Saint Jo-

seph’s Prep in Bardstown where he served from 1953 until 1960.  The 

stories which he and Brother Giles Crowell shared of their days at Saint 

Joseph Prep are the stuff of Xaverian legend.   

 

In 1960 Brother Kirby began a fourteen year assignment to Flaget High 

School serving as the principal from 1968 until the school closed in 

1974.  It was Kirby’s sad task to close Flaget, he and Brother Borgia 

Brigandi holding on until the last.  Some of the Flaget alumni blamed 

Kirby and the Brothers for the closing of the school, but Brother Borgia, 

who continued to serve in Louisville for twenty-five years after Flaget 

closed, would always remind them in his own very direct way that the 

Brothers stayed to the end with little help from the alumni. 

 

In 1974 Kirby began the first of his rather rugged assignments with a 

two year stint at the Saint Francis Mission School.  In 1976 he came to 

Mount Saint Joseph as a teacher and coach, and in 1980 he became the 
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principal of the school, serving until 1986.  The faculty at Mount Saint 

Joseph remembers Kirby as an incredibly humble man who never stood 

on his dignity as principal.  He would pick up trash, wash floors and 

clean bathrooms if necessary.  He is also remembered as a phenomenal 

track coach.  Following Brother Peter Holland as principal, Kirby had an 

entirely different style, but his style served the Mount well during the 

years of his principalship. 

 

From 1986 until 1988 Kirby served on the faculty of Holy Family High 

School in Birmingham, Alabama, a very poor school which was at that 

time under Xaverian sponsorship.  He returned to the Saint Francis Mis-

sion School from 1988 until 1990 when he began a sixteen year assign-

ment in Alaska.  Kirby served in the far north at places which could only 

be reached by dog sled or plane.  He once reported that the temperature 

in his outhouse in the morning was thirty degrees below zero.  That 

wouldn’t bother Kirby at all.  Bishop Donald Kettler wrote of Kirby’s 

years in Alaska, “He served the challenging territory of Northern Alaska 

in a most loving and selfless manner.  His witness to the consecrated life 

of poverty, celibacy and obedience was exceptional.”   Everywhere Kir-

by served, he was quite fondly remembered as witness the large number 

of Flaget Alumni at his funeral.  He was an Israelite in whom there was 

no guile, a genuinely humble Xaverian who, as Brother Kevin would 

say, said his prayers and did his work. 

 

Retiring to Ryken House in 2006 Kirby enjoyed a few years of good 

health before his mind began to fail.  His death was a blessing.  The 

Boone family numbers in the hundreds, and they were all at Uncle Kir-

by’s wake to pay tribute to “our favorite uncle.”  At Kirby’s request 

there was no eulogy but only five minutes of silence after the gospel.  He 

was buried in the Brothers’ cemetery on the grounds of his alma mater. 
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S E P T E M B E R   7 

 

 

BROTHER FERDINAND  (Millard J. Hayden) 

Born:  Fancy Farm, Kentucky, March 12, 1904 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 7, 1983 

 

Brother Ferdinand entered the Congregation at Sacred Heart Novitiate, 

Fortress Monroe, Virginia, in 1927, at the age of twenty-three.  He re-

ceived the habit on St. Joseph's Day in 1928 and pronounced final vows 

four years later on the feast of the Assumption.  After receiving a high 

school diploma from Mount St. Joseph's College, he was assigned in 

1929 to St. Mary's Industrial School.  His subsequent missions included 

Holy Cross and St. Teresa's in Brooklyn, Leonard Hall School from 

1946 to 1952 and 1963 to 1971, St. Patrick's School in Baltimore where 

he was Superior from 1952 to 1955, St. Joseph's Preparatory School in 

Bardstown, the CYO Home in Detroit, the Working Boys' Home in 

Newton Highlands, and Xaverian College in Silver Spring, Maryland, 

where he was director of the Xaverian Brothers' Auxiliary for a number 

of years.  In 1971 at the age of sixty-seven, Brother Ferdinand retired 

from active duties and took up permanent residence at St. Xavier's in 

Louisville.  He was a member of the Ryken House community when he 

died at the age of seventy-nine; he was one week away from observing 

his fifty-seventh year as a Xaverian.  Brother Ferdinand was survived by 

thirteen of his sixteen brothers and sisters. 

 

 

BROTHER VICTOR  (John Vincent McCarthy) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, July 24, 1913 

Died:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, September 7, 1990 

 

A native of Somerville, the place of so many Xaverian vocations, John 

McCarthy attended St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody before heading to 

Old Point Comfort in 1931 for Novitiate.  Brother Victor's life was 

marked by a deep spirituality and an equally-deep confidence and pro-
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fessionalism.  He earned his Bachelor's degree in Romance Languages 

from Catholic University in three years and a Master's degree in four 

more summers.  During his forty-six years in the classroom, he served at 

Holy Cross and St. Michael's in Brooklyn, Boys' Catholic in Malden, 

John Bapst in Bangor, Saint John's in Worcester (1945 to 1947) and 

Shrewsbury (1961 to 1965 and 1969 to 1981), Keith Academy in Low-

ell, St. Francis in Utica, Archbishop Stepinac in White Plains, Xaverian 

Brothers High School in Westwood, and Xavier High School in Mid-

dletown.  In his teaching, as in his personal life, he was organized and 

disciplined; he expected and accepted only the best in organization and 

achievement from all his students.  But along with the order and fastidi-

ousness was a man who loved to kid and be kidded--his famous grin and 

loud "Ha!" were always quick to come to his lips when someone would 

mention "Vic's" epithet of "The Baron" or "Baron DeGroan" after his 

tendency to mute his words when talking about something he did not 

like.  Brother Victor never wavered in his prayer life or his devotion to 

Our Lady, exemplified in his recitation of the rosary every evening be-

fore retiring to his room.  A stroke suffered a month before his death ne-

cessitated a move to d'Youville Hospital in Cambridge from the Malden 

Catholic community where he had resided and served as community 

treasurer for nine years.  After fifty-nine dedicated and faithful years of 

service as a Xaverian Brother, Brother Victor died at the age of seventy-

seven. 
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S E P T E M B E R   7 

 

 

BROTHER EMMANUEL (Albrecht Maenhoudt) 

Born:  Brugge, Belgium,  February 1, 1915 

Died:  Brugge, Belgium, September 7, 2003 

 

Albrecht Maenhoudt entered the congregation in 1930 at the age of fif-

teen, and Emmanuel became his name in religion. He pronounced final 

vows on October 15, 1939.  

 

In the 1960’s he served as the Provincial of the Belgian Province. For 

many years, until his death, he served as the Treasurer for the communi-

ty at the St. Francis Xavier Institute in Brugge. 

 

His availability and eagerness to assist others endeared him to his com-

munity, family and friends. For many, he was a reliable advisor and a 

friend in times of struggle and pain, of joy and hope. As leader, teacher, 

advisor, treasurer, as Xaverian Brother, he was a man for others.  

 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   8 

 

 

BROTHER DANIEL  (Francis M. Judge) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, October 28, 1877 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, September 8, 1951 

 

Brother Daniel had been a street-car conductor in Worcester before he 

entered the Brothers.  He spent thirty-seven years at St. John's Prep in 

Danvers where he taught French.  Many explosive yet humorous en-

counters resulted when Brother Daniel's short-fused temper clashed with 

the prankish nature of young Prep students in the school's canteen and 

post office, both of which he ran at one time.  In rain or shine, he hiked 
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the countryside in Danvers until, in his old age, arthritis so crippled him 

that he had to shuffle around the infirmary holding onto the back of a 

chair.  Returning alumni regarded Brother Daniel as the living symbol of 

their old school. 
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S E P T E M B E R   8 

 

BROTHER CARLOS (Carl Aloysius) Magruder 

Born:  Fairfield, Kentucky, March 1, 1914 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 8, 2003 

 

Born on a farm called Irish Ridge in Fairfield, Kentucky, Carl Aloysius 

Magruder and his brother, Harry (Brother Eric, March 1) responded ear-

ly in life to the call to be Xaverian Brothers.  Graduating from the 

juniorate and entering the novitiate at Old Point, Carl Aloysius received 

the Holy Habit and the name Carlos on the Feast of Saint Joseph in 

1934, thus beginning a seventy-year career as a Xaverian Brother. 

 

For most of his religious life Brother Carlos was “the man in charge,” 

and when he was in charge, he played it “by the book” as he was wont to 

say.  When he became the superior of the community at Flaget High 

School, but not the principal of the school, the Brothers knew that they 

had in Brother Carlos a superior who might be rigorous but who was 

eminently fair. 

 

Beginning his career in 1937 at Holy Name, he moved very quickly to 

Mount Saint Joseph which was to become his great love.  During the 

1940’s, he and his brother, Brother Eric, formed the Industrial Arts de-

partment at the Mount.  It was unusual in those days to have blood 

brothers stationed at the same school, and it must have caused some con-

fusion among the students since the two brothers looked remarkably 

alike and taught the same subjects.  His brother’s death at the very 

young age of forty-three was indelibly engraved in Carlos’ heart since 

Brother Eric died on Carlos’ birthday.   

 

Since he was the man in charge, Brother Carlos was given some difficult 

duties in his lifetime.  He closed the juniorate in Peabody but did not 

travel to Leonardtown with the other members of the juniorate staff who 

did.  He also had to close the Brothers’ community in Alexius Hall at 

Mount Saint Joseph.  There Carlos’ passion for order and cleanliness as-
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signed to the dumpster a good bit of community history!  During his fi-

nal years at Mount Saint Joseph, he was the moderator of the Mothers’ 

Club, and the mothers worshiped this dapper gentleman who helped to 

keep them organized and supported them in all that they did for the 

Mount.   

 

In 1995 he returned to Louisville for the remainder of his life. During his 

last years he suffered much, but it was his paralysis that was to test the 

authenticity of his holiness.  When this paralysis strapped him to a 

wheelchair and later to a bed, his spirituality stood out with crystalline 

clarity.  Slowly and inexorably, he lost everything: health, physical and 

bodily powers, and his greatly valued independence.   

 

Seventeen days before his own death, Brother Thomas More Page (Sep-

tember 25), completed a touching eulogy for Brother Carlos. He wrote: 

 

“Loyalty was woven through the sinews of his body and ran through the 

deepest part of him.  His two great loyalties were Mount Saint Joseph 

and the Xaverian Congregation.  The Mount, his first and last mission, 

became a place deeply engraved in his heart – a place fraught with so 

many memories that the recollection of them often brought tears to his 

eyes.” 

 

Towards the end of his life, Brother Carlos’ voice was barely audible.  

He seemed to be entering more and more into a world where time be-

comes more veiled and eternally more visible, and here he seemed, in 

the words of W.B. Yeats, to “Listen for the sound beyond the silence.”   

 

S E P T E M B E R   9 

 

 

BROTHER LOUIS (Aloysius Parkinson) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, September 12, 1876 

Died:  Clapham, England, September 9, 1931 
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Brother Louis entered the novitiate at Mayfield on Xavier Day in 1891 

and was clothed in the habit on July 31, 1894.  He was professed on Sep-

tember 3, 1899, a week or so before his twenty-third birthday.  For three 

years, 1895 to 1898, he taught in the English section at Bruges.  On his 

return to England, he was subsequently Headmaster at both Clapham 

and Brighton.  Reassigned to Bruges in 1928, he spent two years there.  

He died the following year after a lingering illness. Handsome of face 

and figure, Brother Louis was blessed with a charming personality.  His 

courteous, cheerful, cordial manner was displayed to all without excep-

tion. 

 

BROTHER GREGOIRE  (Joseph Develter) 

Born:  Beselare, West Flanders, February 18, 1902 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, September 9, 1983 

 

Brother Gregoire, who served as a stretcher-bearer in World War I while 

he was an aspirant, began his novitiate training in 1920.  He was a born 

educator--a wonderful teacher, an excellent Headmaster, and a no-

nonsense leader in Christian education circles.  Amazingly, during his 

forty-seven active years in the classroom, he was assigned to only two 

communities, Houthulst and Zedelgem.  He promoted youth soccer pro-

grams to such an extent that a field was named in his honor, "Gregoire 

Stadium."  In retirement he put to full use his musical talents in the local 

parish as choir director and organist.  Heart failure necessitated his hos-

pitalization.  He was taken to Torhout, the very place where he had made 

his novitiate sixty-three years earlier, and there died peacefully on Sep-

tember 9th at age eighty-one. 

 

S E P T E M B E R   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER LAWRENCE MERLO  (Brother Fabius) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, June 22, 1914 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 10, 1989 
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Brother Lawrence entered the Congregation in 1935, two years after he 

had finished his secondary education at St. Michael's Diocesan High 

School, and took the name Fabius.  He began his teaching career at St. 

John's Prep in Danvers in 1940.  His next six years were spent at St. Xa-

vier's where he was considered one of the best coaches of secondary 

school swimming in the Southeast.  In 1951 Brother Lawrence returned 

to New England for a six year stay at Keith Academy which celebrated 

its twenty-fifth anniversary that year.  Returning to the borough of his 

birth in 1957, he would remain in the New York area for the next thirty-

two years.  Between 1957 and 1976 he shuttled between Bay Ridge and 

Flatbush as a teacher of Religion, English, and Social Studies at both 

Xaverian and Nazareth.  Shortly after his arrival on Shore Road, "Fabe," 

always full of pep and enthusiasm, memorized the Travelers' Guide to 

Manhattan and lost no time in taking groups of thirty or forty students on 

guided tours of the Big Apple.  At sixty-one years of age in 1976, he 

withdrew from high school teaching and turned his attention to the Holy 

Name School in the Park Slope section of Brooklyn where he tutored 

and counselled troubled and maladjusted students.  Late in 1980 he be-

gan an eight-year ministry for the poor and rejected at Nativity Mission 

School on the lower East Side of Manhattan.  For Brother Lawrence this 

was an opportunity for solidarity with struggling immigrant Hispanic 

families.  He made himself available to both students and faculty at this 

Jesuit-run school and was always anxious to serve, despite increasingly 

serious health problems.  A testimony to his importance to Nativity is 

the fact that the school named its annex in his honor.  When surgery for 

his spinal deterioration became a necessity, Brother Lawrence went to 

Ryken House.  After the operation he was able to return to Brooklyn to 

spend time at both Xaverian and Nativity although he was now depend-

ent on a wheelchair.  His improving health did not last, and he died in 

Louisville at the age of seventy-five after devoting fifty-four years of 

service to the Congregation. 
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S E P T E M B E R   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER GREGORY  (James Turner) 

Born:  St. Raphael's, Kentucky, August 14, 1865 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 12, 1893 

 

Brother Gregory, who died at the age of twenty-eight, spent six years 

with us.  His uncle, a Dominican, had introduced him to the Brothers.  

His first and only assignment was at St. Xavier's in Louisville.  Strong of 

body, talented of mind, and spiritual of heart, he had great promise, but 

late in August, 1893, after he had been named as a pioneer at St. Jo-

seph's Parochial School in Somerville, he complained of being unwell, 

"tired" in his own words.  Typhoid developed, and it proved fatal. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 208. 

 

 

BROTHER AQUINAS  (Patrick O'Connor) 

Born:  Hopkinton, Massachusetts, July 2, 1879 

Died:  Newton Highlands, Massachusetts, September 12, 1933 

 

Born in Hopkinton, the starting point for the Boston marathon, Pat 

O'Connor moved to the Irish colony in South Boston while still a boy.  

He later followed a younger brother Benedict who did not persevere.  On 

New Year's Day, 1908, when the Brothers, at the request of Cardinal 

O'Connell, assumed charge of the Working Boys' Home in Newton 

Highlands, Brother Aquinas, along with Brothers Sylvester (Superior), 

Fabian, and Vitalis, was among the pioneer group assigned to the institu-

tion.  As the treasurer during much of this time, he served as a technical 

counterbalance to Brother Fabian, the long-time Superintendent, who 

loved to pretend that the Home was teetering on the brink of insolvency.  

Brother Julian wrote  that although both Brothers Aquinas and Fabian 

suffered from very poor health, neither gave up save when forced to by 

sheer exhaustion, and even then they would return with new vigor.  



567 

There was a friendly wager between the two as to which one would die 

first; Brother Aquinas won the wager by six years. 

 

 

BROTHER HERBERT  (Daniel S. Shine) 

Born:  Kilgarvan, County Kerry, Ireland, August 4, 1880 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, September 12, 1961 

 

In his fifty-one years in the Congregation, Brother Herbert had two as-

signments.  Reporting to St. Mary's Industrial School as a thirty-one year 

old novice in 1911, he remained there until the school closed in 1950.  

At St. Mary's he was Superintendent of the print shop which served the 

printing needs of a large number of rectories and convents in the area.  

Transferred to Leonardtown, he soon became an object of reverence to 

both the boys at Leonard Hall and their parents.  His greatest enjoyment 

came from the "unscheduled special classes" he held in the laundry 

where he was in charge.  In his opinion all boys were good, and espe-

cially so each evening when a small group joined him in chapel to recite 

the Rosary.  Outstanding in him were his simplicity, his kindness, and 

his love of Our Lady.  
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S E P T E M B E R   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER JEROME  (Oswald Fabian) 

Born:  London, England, September 3, 1888 

Died:  Wadhurst, Sussex, England, September 12, 1965 

 

Brother Jerome, another one of the "old boys" from Mayfield, died in his 

seventy-eighth year, his sixty-second in religion.  A postulant at sixteen, 

he was an apprentice in the barber shop, but he spent his working days in 

the tailor shop making habits and supervising the laundry. For thirty-

seven years he was either at Mayfield or Brighton where he was First 

Assistant and Treasurer.  Retired to Wadhurst, he was up and around in 

spite of his frailness and weakness until a stroke felled him.  He died a 

few days after his seventy-seventh birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER GILBERT  (Jan-Baptist De Winter) 

Born:  Ruiselede, West Flanders, Belgium, July 4, 1893 

Died:  Knokke, West Flanders, Belgium, September 12, 1967 

 

Although a product of the flourishing primary school conducted by the 

De LaSalle Brothers, Jan-Baptist De Winter, at age fourteen, entered the 

Institute in Bruges as an aspirant.  A year later he was sent to the newly-

established juniorate at Houthulst.  He passed the entrance exam to the 

normal school at Torhout in 1909 and received the habit the following 

year.  Graduating in 1913 he taught for twenty-five years at the Institute, 

and for many years he coached soccer and supervised the playing fields 

at Sint Michiels.  He also served as local superior at Heist and Knokke.  

Brother Gilbert suffered heart problems for years.  At the beginning of 

the 1967-68 school year, the doctors deemed it necessary to amputate his 

left leg.  During the administration of anesthesia, he suffered a heart at-

tack.  Improving slightly, he died a few days later.  He was seventy-four 

years of age. 
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S E P T E M B E R   1 3  

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH  (Richard L. Walsh) 

Born:  Cape Broyle, Newfoundland, August 19, 1870 

Died:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, September 13, 1940 

 

Brother Joseph entered on March 24, 1904, when he was thirty-four.  He 

received the habit on July 11 and inherited his name in religion from 

"good old Brother Joseph" who had died that January.  Of his thirty-six 

years in the Congregation, he spent twenty-four at Lawrence where he 

was as much a permanent fixture as Brother Jerome McCarthy (February 

19).  "Old Joe" was soft-spoken, very deliberate in his movements, and 

never upset.  His "I don't know how" usually provided time for him to 

stall his way out of the current dilemma.  He was among our best-

beloved. 
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BROTHER BERNARDINE  (John P. Smith) 

Born:  Birmingham, England, April 18, 1873 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, September 13, 1943 

 

To the initiate in the community, Brother Bernardine was "Mr. Pick-

wick."  He had that look about him and the mannerisms, too, in speech 

and actions.  His talents were employed as bookkeeper at Mt. St. Jo-

seph's, and then, when he found it difficult to read small print, as librari-

an at St. John's in Danvers.  For relaxation he played the violin.  With 

his failing sight he never knew until someone told him later that the visi-

tor who walked into the parlor at St. John's Prep, sat down, played the 

accompaniment, and then complimented him on his musicianship was 

Cardinal O'Connell.  Of Brother Bernardine it could be said that he was 

the living Rule. 

 

 

BROTHER CASIMIR  (Ambrose A. Moran) 

Born:  Bellaire, Ohio, November 26, 1899 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 13, 1984 

 

Brother Casimir, who spent almost sixty-nine of his eighty-four years as 

a Xaverian, entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's College on October 

4, 1915.  The following year he was sent to St. Francis Xavier Manual 

Training School in Elm Grove, West Virginia.  This would be the first of 

his twenty teaching assignments in the American Province.  He served 

three separate times at St. Joseph's in Somerville, was Principal and Su-

perior at St. Patrick's in Lowell, and managed the treasurer's office at 

Leonard Hall, Mt. St. Joseph's, and St. John's Prep.  He was also sta-

tioned in Worcester, Malden, Newton Highlands, Bangor; at St. 

Michael's, St. Matthew's, and Holy Cross in Brooklyn; Our Lady of 

Good Counsel in Manhattan, St. Mary's Industrial School, Ryken High 

School, Don Bosco Hall in Detroit, and St. Xavier's and Flaget in Louis-

ville.  In January of 1982 he retired to Ryken House, the Brothers' re-

tirement community on the campus of St. Xavier's in Louisville.  Every-

day from nine to three he would sit at the front desk, answering the 
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phone and greeting visitors.  A fall suffered in July of 1984 caused his 

hospitalization.  This was followed by a stroke which left Brother 

Casimir unable to speak or write.  He lingered for ten weeks until death 

claimed this jolly and gentle man of God. 
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S E P T E M B E R   1 3  

 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS (Willy Billiet) 

Born:  Torhout, Belgium, October 9, 1927 

Died:   Knokke, Belgium, September 13, 2015 

 

Brother Francis (Willy Billiet) was born in Torhout on October 9, 1927.   

He entered the Congregation on August 30, 1949 and did his novitiate in 

his hometown of Torhout. During this time Brother Francis took courses 

at the Teacher Training School also in Torhout. He obtained his certifi-

cation as a surveillant or supervisor for school operations. Brother made 

his perpetual profession on August 30, 1954.   

  

Brother Francis' life was characterized by faithfulness, simplicity, humil-

ity, and quiet service. Most of his ministry took place in Brugge and Sint 

Michiels. He was a surveillant at Sint Franciscus Xaverius Instituut from 

1951-1952. Then from 1952 to 1958 he was entrusted with household 

duties at the Xaverian communities in Sint Michiels, Brugge, Knokke, 

and Torhout. He was back at the Instituut in Brugge from 1958-1975 

where he assisted the treasurer and librarian. Brother Francis spent two 

years (1975-1977) in Vienna, Austria where he studied to be a practical 

nurse and worked as such doing social work. Upon return to Belgium, 

Brother took care of domestic responsibilities for the Xaverian commu-

nity at Mariastraat, Brugge. 

 

Several years ago Brother Francis was struck with Parkinsons Disease 

and suffered greatly toward the end. In May 2015, in a very weakened 

condition, Brother was admitted to Lindenhove, a nursing home, in 

Knokke where he passed away on September 13, 2015. 
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S E P T E M B E R   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER DOMINIC  (Patrick O'Connell) 

Born:  Kanturk, County Cork, Ireland, February 8, 1839 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 14, 1907 

 

Brother Dominic, who was born the year the Congregation was founded, 

was a school teacher in both England and Louisville before he entered 

the Brothers in 1868 at the age of twenty-nine.  When Mt. St. Joseph's 

on the outskirts of Baltimore was opened in 1876 as a novitiate and 

school, Brother Dominic was appointed its first Superior and Novice 

Master.  After seven years he was sent to St. Patrick's in Lowell as Supe-

rior.  Because the then-Provincial, Brother Alexius, unfairly held him 

blameworthy for the accidental drowning of Brother Bonaventure Guth-

rie in August, 1886, Brother Dominic was removed from Lowell in Feb-

ruary, 1887, and sent to St. Mary's Industrial School as teacher and pre-

fect.  Shortly afterward he was named Superintendent of St. Mary's, and 

his kindly nature caused him to remove as far as possible all outward 

marks of its being a penal institution.  On the death of Brother Alexius in 

1900, Brother Dominic was named Provincial.  At the request of Cardi-

nal Gibbons of Baltimore, however, he retained the post of Superinten-

dent at St. Mary's and continued in that dual capacity until July, 1907, 

when Brother Paul Scanlan (June 18) took charge of the Industrial 

School.  Two months later Brother Dominic was dead, having suffered a 

fatal stroke of apoplexy.  He was buried in Bonnie Brae in Baltimore.  

During his tenure as Provincial, the Brothers began associations, usually 

short-lived, with such now-forgotten missions as Mt. St. Joseph's in 

Millbury, Massachusetts; Sacred Heart Industrial School in Arlington, 

New Jersey; St. Joseph's Agricultural School in Napa County, Califor-

nia; St. John's Industrial School in Deep River, Connecticut; St. Joseph's 

Home for Boys in Detroit; and St. Francis Xavier Manual Training 

School in Elm Grove, West Virginia.  It was his great and genuine love 

for the poor and homeless that prompted Brother Dominic, in spite of 
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criticism, to take on the staffing of so many industrial schools and 

homes. 

MEN AND DEEDS, Chapters 15 and 16. 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER PETER GASKIN (Richard F.  Gaskin) 

Born: Baltimore, Maryland, November 11, 1907 

Died: St. Martin’s Home, Catonsville, Maryland, September 14, 1993 

 

Richard Gaskin entered the Xaverian Brothers on September 9, 1924 af-

ter graduating from Mount St. Joseph High School in Baltimore.  He 

was a product of the brothers in that he had been a student at St. Mary’s 

Industrial School.  A very talented musician, Brother Peter left his stamp 

upon the music programs of St. Mary’s Industrial School, St. Xavier’s in 

Louisville and Mount St. Joseph.  In fact, it was Peter who wrote the 

Mount’s alma mater. 

 

During his years in ministry, Peter served at St. Mary’s Industrial 

School, St. Patrick’s in Lowell, St. John’s in Worcester, St. Xavier’s in 

Louisville, St. Teresa’s in Brooklyn, St. Joseph’s in Somerville, Holy 

Name in Brooklyn, Mount St. Joseph and Newton Highlands.  He retired 

in 1986 and continued his service by being the printer in residence for 

the American Central Province.   During his days at the Mount from 

1956 until 1991, Peter toiled in his print shop where he provided the 

Mount and the Xaverian Brothers with many quality publications. 

 

Peter is best typified as a private person who would participate in the ac-

tivities of the community.  At table, he would regale the community with 

his tales of the old days and the history of the brothers.  The many 

younger brothers who passed through the doors of 4409 during the 70's 

and 80's  grew as members of the congregation as Peter would give his 

recollections of the brothers during his early years both as a teacher in 
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several schools  and as a student at St. Mary’s.  Peter took his turn in the 

kitchen and gave these meals the same careful attention that he gave to 

his printing.  During his later years, he was devoted to his two sisters, 

and it was a Sunday ritual for him to join them for Sunday dinner. 

 

Brother Peter Gaskin was laid to his final rest at New Cathedral Ceme-

tery on Friday, September 17, 1993. 

S E P T E M B E R    1 5  

 

BROTHER EDGAR  (Albert Fostner) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 23, 1897 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 15, 1916 

 

Brother Edgar attended St. Patrick's School in Baltimore, became an as-

pirant at the Mount and then later at Old Point Comfort, and entered the 

novitiate as a postulant on August 14, 1915.  Like his fellow aspirant, 

Brother Charles Cottingham (August 8), who lived only eleven months 

after being admitted to the novitiate, Brother Edgar had a brief career--

thirteen months.  Neither of these young men during their aspirancy 

gave any indication of being inclined to tuberculosis.  Because he was an 

orphan, Brother Isidore allowed Brother Edgar to remain.  He made his 

profession on the day he died, three months before his nineteenth birth-

day. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 389. 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN OF THE CROSS (Robert Maurice Claus) 

Born:  June 15, 1910 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 15, 1996 

 

Brother John Claus made all of the stops on the “Brooklyn grammar 

school circuit”:  St. Matthews, Holy Name, Holy Cross and St. Teresa’s.   

He taught, as well, at the Cathedral Grammar School in Richmond, St. 

Patrick’s in Baltimore, St. Joseph’s Prep, Cardinal Hayes, St. X and 
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Nazareth before he retired to Xaverian High School in 1973.  From 1982 

until his death he lived at the Ryken House in Louisville. 

 

John Claus was a man of contradictions.  In his eulogy for John, Brother 

Richard Angarola noted: 

 

To say that John was an enigma, a difficult person to understand 

and at times to be with is putting it mildly.  John Claus had a very 

complex and sometimes difficult personality.  On the one hand, 

John could be gentle and compassionate, making others’ problems 

his own.  He truly hurt when others hurt.  He grieved for people 

even when he did not like them, or more often, refused to speak to 

them.   

 

Brother Richard adds, however, that despite his personal failings, “John 

was a man who was totally in love with his God.  John’s love of God 

was his most endearing quality . . .” 

 

In his retirement years John had a “phone ministry” where he called 

people who were shut-in and who had no one to talk with them.  To lis-

ten to John on the phone with his “shut-ins,” he was the most gentle and 

compassionate of men.  Even in his old age John was devoted to his spir-

itual life and had an Ursuline nun as his spiritual director.  She knew him 

well and wryly commented at his wake, “I’m so afraid that John is going 

to be disappointed by God.”   

 

John Claus died at the age of eighty-six in the sixty-second year of his 

religious life as a Xaverian Brother.  He is buried in the Brothers’ Ceme-

tery on the grounds of St. X. 

S E P T E M B E R    1 6 

 

 

BROTHER PLACIDUS  (Joseph O'Brien) 

Born:  Carbonier, Newfoundland, May 22, 1880 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 16, 1925 
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After graduating from the Fitton School conducted by the Brothers in 

East Boston, Massachusetts, where his family had moved from New-

foundland, Brother Placidus as a boy of fifteen became an aspirant and 

then a novice under Brother Cajetan Van Tournhout (February 19) at St. 

John's in Danvers.  His first assignment was at Louisville where he re-

mained five years.  After a year at St. Patrick's in Richmond and six in 

Wheeling, West Virginia, Brother Placidus joined the faculty of St. 

John's Prep in Danvers in 1909.  As a young man, Brother Placidus was 

a natural lover of learning who worked hard and demanded hard work of 

his pupils in return.  He was all business.  In his thirties he became one 

of the key men under Brother Benjamin (May 10), the first headmaster 

at St. John's, and continued as one under the second headmaster, Brother 

Norbert Cowhig (February 16).  After fourteen years in Danvers, six of 

those as Prefect of Studies, Brother Placidus was named Superior of the 

community and Principal of St. Xavier's in Louisville in 1923.  During 

the summer of 1925 he contracted typhoid at St. Joseph's in Bardstown 

where, in his ignorance of local tabus, he drank water from a contami-

nated well.  Stubbornly resisting the disease, he attempted to cope with 

all the details incumbent upon a new school year.  He remained at his 

post until he literally could no longer stand.  He died a few weeks into 

the school year at St. Anthony's Hospital.  At the time of his death, 

Brother Placidus was forty-five years of age and had been a Xaverian for 

twenty-eight years. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 464-466. 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD  (Jozef Decroos) 

Born:  Pervijze, West Flanders, Belgium, March 31, 1912 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, September 16, 1983 

 

Brother Edward was a cook for most of his fifty-five years in religious 

life.  In that capacity he served our communities at Houthulst, Zedelgem, 

Landhuis, Sint Michiels, Knokke, and Bruges.  He spent ten years on the 

foreign missions in Kasenga and Likasi where he coordinated all house-
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hold duties and supervised the farm; however, poor health forced him to 

return to Belgium where he resumed his duties as chief cook at the Insti-

tute in Bruges.  It was his responsibility to oversee the daily preparation 

of meals for thirty Brothers and over 300 students.  In his retirement he 

helped out in a number of capacities, such as assistant archivist.  He 

compiled a complete set of memorial cards for deceased Xaverians.  

Kidney and lung problems plagued Brother Edward's final years.  Com-

forted by the presence of Brother Sylvain (August 21), himself a retired 

cook, he died at the Brugian St. Joseph Clinic at the age of seventy-one. 

S E P T E M B E R   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER WILLIAM A.  KELLY  (Brother Camillus) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, February 27, 1926 

Died: Shelter Island, New York, September 17, 1995 

 

William Arthur Kelly was born in the Sunset Park section of Brooklyn 

and attended St. Michael’s Diocesan High School.   He graduated in 

February, 1944 and entered Sacred Heart Novitiate in September, 1945.  

Six months later he received the Xaverian habit and was given the reli-

gious name, Camillus, a saint known for his ministry to the sick.  In later 

years when Camillus studied to become the first and only professional 

pharmacist in the history of the Xaverian Brothers, many wondered if 

devotion to his patron saint had anything to do with this decision. 

 

To the surprise of his classmates in the novitiate, the chunky, non-

athletic appearing Camillus displayed the skills he had acquired on the 

outdoor basketball courts of St. Mike’s: speed in dribbling, accuracy in 

shooting, deceptive moves.  Everyone wanted Cammy on his team.  In 

addition to athletic prowess, there was boiler room service that included 

the humiliation of letting the fire go out on a very cold morning, and the 

acquisition of sufficient musical skill to be appointed official organist.  

Camillus was versatile as well as a good community man. 
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At Xaverian College and Catholic University, Camillus became a chem-

istry major, and during his junior year was moved to teach at Mount St. 

Joseph’s to fill a shortage of teachers in that field.  Later he became a 

full time student of chemistry at Loyola University, and on graduation in 

1951 was awarded the prestigious Father White Gold Medal in chemis-

try. 

 

Brother Camillus spent eight years at the Mount, four years at Xaverian 

High School in Brooklyn,  four years at St. Xavier’s in Louisville and 

ten at Nazareth High School, Brooklyn.  Then in 1975 came a new field 

of study —pharmacy.  He studied at St. John’s University School of 

Pharmacy, earned the degree and passed the state licensing examination 

— thus beginning a twelve year connection as pharmacist at the Frances 

Schervier Home and Hospital in the Bronx where his devotion to duty 

received high praise. 

 

Over the years, Brother William Kelly expressed a long-term devotion to 

higher education: Catholic University, Fordham, Villanova, Ohio State, 

Manhattan, Pace College, St. John’s — resulting in four degrees, in reli-

gious education as well as chemistry and science, in addition to the 

pharmacy degree.  He never let up in his desire for the acquisition of 

knowledge. 

 

After retirement in 1992, he lived out his last years at the home of his 

cousin on Shelter Island, just off the coast of Long Island, New York, 

where horseback riding became a daily pastime.  He died there on Sep-

tember 17, 1995 two days before his golden jubilee as a Xaverian Broth-

er.  After a funeral mass at St. Andrew the Apostle in Brooklyn, he was 

buried in Resurrection Cemetery on Staten Island. 
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S E P T E M B E R  1 7 

 

 

BROTHER HENRY (Paul Francis Hatherly) 

Born:  Carshalton, England, July 1, 1911 

Died:  Crowborough, England, September 17, 2000 

 

Paul Francis Hatherly (later to be know as Brother Henry) was born 1st 

July 1911 in Carshalton then on the southern edge of Greater London. 

His father worked for the National Provincial Bank in the City of Lon-

don. Henry was the younger--by seven years--of two brothers, his elder 

brother preceding him to Mayfield College. Henry could recall his first 

visit to the College at the age of three or four accompanying his mother 

and brother when the latter started school there. He recalled being met at 

Rotherfield station by a horse-drawn "Victoria" carriage which took 

them to the College. So began an almost life-long association with the 

College where he began his secondary education in 1925.  

 

The Brothers and their way of life obviously impressed him, for in 1929 

as he came to the end of his school days, he applied to become and was 

accepted as a novice for the Xaverian Brothers. After his years of train-

ing at Deeping St. James, near Peterborough, he made his first vows and 

was sent to Manchester where he spent seven years teaching at Xaverian 

College. In 1939 he was supposed to begin studies for a degree, but war-

time circumstances, in particular the need to provide for evacuees sup-

posed to be coming to Mayfield, meant that he was sent there and his 

studies were therefore postponed. The years from 1939 to 1945 proved 

to be formative not only for him but also for so many boys who came 

under his influence in the classroom, in the army Cadet Force, on the 

rugby field, on sailing holidays from Chichester harbor, in the debating 

society, in the sanctuary as altar boys and in so many other activities. 

These were the years of World War II, difficult but exciting. Following 

the Battle of Britain, Mayfield along with the whole south coast was part 

of the "frontline", with frequent flights overhead of enemy planes and 

not a few dogfights between British and German fighter planes. Anyone 
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who lived with Henry in his latter years will know how many of his sto-

ries were to do with this time.  

 

When the war ended, Brother Henry was at last given the chance to pur-

sue his studies at Battersea Polytechnic for a B.Sc. degree in Physics 

which was granted in 1948. He then returned to Mayfield where he spent 

the rest of his life. He saw the school change from one where the great 

majority of the teachers were brothers, as were many of the domestic 

and auxiliary staff; where pupils and lay staff formed a closely-

integrated community with the brothers in a very traditional Pre-Vatican 

II Catholic atmosphere, to a much more open and secular institution, in 

which the number and role of the brothers were greatly diminished, un-

til, indeed, there were no brothers left on the staff at all. It was not an 

easy transition, but through all these years Brother Henry continued to 

give himself with enthusiasm and dedication to his science teaching and 

to the various activities already mentioned, as well as occasional stints 

as Acting Headmaster when, for one reason or another, there was a gap 

in the administration.  

 

After 1979 he began his work for dyslexics which occupied most of his 

time and energies till 1995. Always anxious to keep up-to-date, he had 

early developed an interest in the new science of computer technology. 

He was asked to share his new-found knowledge and enthusiasm with 

some of the senior students at the College.  It was at this time Brother 

Henry began to develop computer programs to aid dyslexics to over-

come their educational handicap. He became something of a pioneer in 

this field producing a host of diagnostic and educational programs which 

were in great demand. A new circle of friends was thus established--

friends who meant a great deal to him. His last years were spent in re-

tirement at Bradley House reading widely, always pleased to welcome 

Old Boys who come to visit. 
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S E P T E M B E R   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN JOSEPH (Arthur H. Sterne) 

Born: Washington, DC, October 27, 1909 

Died: Louisville, KY, September 17, 2001 

 

Entering the congregation from the Juniorate in January of 1926, Brother 

John Joseph was one of us for almost 75 years. When he died at the age 

of ninety-one, he was the oldest living Brother in the United States both 

in age and in religion. If it could be said that a Brother had a distin-

guished career, then Brother John Joseph certainly did.  

He was Principal of Saint X from 1947 until 1953 when he began a thir-

teen year assignment in Rome as an assistant to Brother Oswald and as 

Procurator General. Brother John Joseph began his teaching career at the 

Juniorate which he had left only two years before. In 1936 he was as-

signed to Saint X for four years and then moved to Mission High in 

Roxbury in 1940, returning to Saint X as Principal in 1947. After he 

completed his term on the General Council, he resumed his teaching ca-

reer at Xavier High school in Middletown. He returned to Saint X for a 

year before moving on to Good Counsel for ten years. After teaching at 

Saint Mary’s Ryken for one year in the early 1980’s, Brother John Jo-

seph probably thought his teaching career was at an end, but it wasn’t. 

He returned to Saint X in 1989 and taught there until 1992, retiring from 

the classroom finally when he was 83 years old. Before his retirement he 

wrote the history of Saint X Growing in Excellence. In his retirement 

years at the Ryken House in Louisville, he organized many of the con-

gregational archives and established at Ryken House a museum of the 

Brothers’ history. 

It was during his administration that two important initiatives took place 

that were to have a profound effect on future of St. X..  During the 

school year of 1948-1949 he purchased land as a possible site for a new 

St. X. It was his foresight which enabled the following administration to 

bring his dream of a new school to fulfillment   Then in February of 
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1951, the year after the repeal of the Day Law, which forbade pupils of 

two races to be in the same school,  Brother John Joseph arranged for a 

basketball game between Central and St. X. at the school gym. This ex-

periment led him to take the first step towards the ultimate breakdown of 

discrimination in sports by scheduling a football game between St. X. 

and Central at Male High Stadium, which resulted in an appropriate 7-7 

tie.  

Brother John Joseph was always a man on a mission. He kept himself 

busy and interested in everything. He was a rather prolific writer, author-

ing articles on the Xaverian Brothers and his own autobiography. He is 

buried in the Brothers’ cemetery on the grounds of Saint X, a school he 

loved dearly and served well for twenty-eight years.  



584 

S E P T E M B E R    1 8 

 

 

BROTHER LIGOURI  (Luke Murphy) 

Born:  Richibucto Village, New Brunswick, Canada, January 6, 1872 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, September 18, 1913 

 

Born in Kent County, New Brunswick, Canada, Brother Ligouri was liv-

ing in Bangor, Maine, when he applied for admission in 1902.  His short 

career as a Xaverian came to a sudden end at the beginning of the school 

year in September, 1913; he died of pneumonia.  He had been teaching 

at St. Patrick's in Lowell.  Brother Julian wrote of him:  "During his 

eleven years of service for God, he was the consolation of his Superi-

ors." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 378. 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN  (Edward Dannemann) 

Born:  Pecklesheim, Germany, July 27, 1839 

Died:  Mayfield, England, September 18, 1916 

 

Brother John was with us for almost fifty-two years.  He spent twenty-

three years in the Belgian Province and twenty-nine in the English.  He 

was in his twenty-fifth year when he entered in Bruges on January 9, 

1864.  He waited almost two years for the habit which he received on 

Xavier Day in 1865.  On October 21, 1887 he was assigned to Mayfield 

where he was in charge of the laundry for years.  His assistant was 

Brother James Werneke (June 12).  Both were saintly men but in com-

plete contrast.  Brother John is remembered as a kindly but grumpy old 

fellow whose habitual grousing while he worked made him stand out in 

contrast to his assistant, Brother James, who accepted complaints and 

corrections in unbroken silence. 

 

 

BROTHER ALBAN  (John T. Bannon) 
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Born:  Monkwearmouth, England, August 10, 1886 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, September 18, 1954 

 

For the last seventeen years of his life, Brother Alban was confined ex-

cept on rare occasions to the general neighborhood of his bedroom.  

Both of his legs had been amputated at the knee to halt the spread of 

gangrene.  He was a diabetic.  Brother Alban bore his cross patiently, 

and it was a heavy cross for one so athletic as he.  For twenty-seven 

years at St. Mary's Industrial School, he had been a star player on the 

school's baseball team. 

 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER RAYMOND  (Jerome Decloedt) 

Born:  Staden, Belgium, December 6, 1891 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, September 18, 1957 

 

September 18th was the conspicuous day in Brother Raymond's career 

as a Xaverian.  He entered on September 18, 1906 in his fifteenth year; 

he received the habit on September 18, 1910; he died on September 18, 

1957.  Entering as he did at the turn of the century, he was among those 

who attended the normal school at Torhout.  In his long career with us, 

he was dogged by chronic illness, but he was outstanding for fidelity to 

duty, friendliness, and simplicity.  He spent his later years at the Institute 

in Bruges, helping out with domestic duties, faithful to the end. 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   18 

 

 

BROTHER CORBY DUFFY (John Duffy) 

Born Staten Island, New York, October 20, 1933 
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Died Baltimore, Maryland, September 18, 1993  

 

After his training in novitiate and scholasticate, Brother Corby was as-

signed to teach in several grade and high schools in the New York area: 

94th Street, Mt Loretto, Holy Name and Nazareth High School.  During 

that time he worked for and earned a bachelor’s degree in English from 

Fordham University in 1962.  Eventually he was assigned to St. Xavier’s 

in Louisville where he took his first administrative post as director of 

discipline.  He played the part of a terror, but he was a pussycat —

working to help and save boys who were constantly in trouble.  When he 

died, two former St. X students came to Baltimore for the funeral and 

stated unequivocally that Corby had literally saved their lives. 

 

In 1971, Corby was asked to come to Baltimore and assume the same 

position at the Mount.  Here he had similar success with students per-

plexedly stating that they couldn’t figure out how he was in so many 

places so quickly.  They benefitted from his toughness and his kindness.  

Eventually he was asked to take the job of development director and was 

successful in that position for several years.  

 

Beginning in 1982, Corby took a number of administrative posts at vari-

ous schools in Baltimore as principal or development director.  Howev-

er, at the age of forty-nine he was stricken with a severe heart attack.  

For the next ten years he exercised his ministry of hospitality toward 

brothers, relatives and friends.  One of the joys of his life was his dog 

Dukey, whom he pretended to master, but who pulled him all over the 

condo complex where he lived.   

 

He died at St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore on the day before his forty-

second anniversary as a Xaverian Brother. 
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S E P T E M B E R   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER STEPHEN  (Adolph Sommer) 

Born:  Attendorn, Westphalia, April 6, 1825 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 19, 1911 

 

Brother Stephen, a tailor by trade, entered on December 8, 1848, when 

he was twenty-three.  He received the habit during Easter Week in 1850.  

After having taught at the Infant School at "Het Walletje" where he was 

the community sacristan and after having spent some time at St. Au-

gustine's in Manchester, England, he was sent to Louisville in 1856 as a 

replacement for Brother Philip who had died.  For two years Brother 

Stephen and Brother Francis were the sole Xaverian presence in Ameri-

ca.  Brother Stephen spent fifty-five of his sixty-three years of religious 

life in America, fifty-one in Louisville and four at St. Mary's Industrial 

School.  Thirty-three of those fifty-one Louisville years were spent at the 

Immaculate Conception School.  In 1860 when a regular novitiate was 

formed, he was appointed Novice Master; however, his duties as teacher 

and tailor still continued.  A spell of weakness brought on by the sum-

mer's heat sent Brother Stephen to his bed in July, 1911.  He died two 

months later at the age of eighty-six.  He was buried in St. Louis Ceme-

tery next to Brother Francis (October 16), his only companion in Louis-

ville from 1858 to 1860.  In the city where he had served fifty-one years, 

Brother Stephen was esteemed as the saintly embodiment of Xaverian 

custom and tradition. 

MEN AND DEEDS, Chapter 21. 

 

 

BROTHER GREGORY  (Thomas E. Hohimer) 

Born:  Whitesville, Kentucky, May 22, 1882 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 19, 1944 

 

Brother Gregory was a teacher in the public schools of his native Davies 

County, Kentucky, when he entered our novitiate in 1908.  He was in his 
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twenty-sixth year.  He taught with us for thirty-five years.  In his final 

illness, a long, drawn-out ordeal, he displayed heroic patience.  He was 

buried from St. Joseph's Proto-Cathedral in Bardstown where our 

Founder had prayed a century before. 

 

 

BROTHER THEODORE  (William E. Grady) 

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, May 2, 1870 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, September 19, 1949 

 

Brother Theodore, the most wraith-like of corporeal beings, lived to cel-

ebrate his diamond jubilee.  Entering in 1889 he was one of Brother 

Cajetan's novices.  As Novice Master himself from 1907 to 1913, he re-

vitalized his old mentor's name and methods.  For twenty-six years he 

was associated with one or other of our houses of formation.  He consti-

tuted himself the anonymous protagonist of the aspirants, novices, and 

scholastics, individually and collectively.  Many a one of them saved 

from the ax never knew why. 
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S E P T E M B E R   1 9 

 

BROTHER LUDOVIC  (Carlos Van Vlaenderen) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, July 15, 1915 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, September 19, 1985 

 

Born in Bruges, Brother Ludovic, known fondly to the Brothers as "Lu-

do," had some of the playful nature that his name implies.  A playful 

twinkle decorated his personality.  A Xaverian for fifty three years, 

Brother Ludovic began his career as an elementary school teacher.  His 

career was interrupted by World War II when he was drafted into the 

army.  After the war he returned to school for further studies in technical 

education.  This training and his skill as a carpenter made him perfectly 

fitted for work in the Congo.  From 1948 until 1961, he worked in the 

technical department of the Holy Cross Technical School in Kasenga.  

After the independence of Zaire, he worked at Likasi as a teacher in the 

Professional Center of the National Railroad Company.  As a teacher at 

Likasi, he travelled around the country to recruit suitable candidates to 

be students at the Railroad School.  He could tell many a humorous tale 

about these experiences and preferred to recount them rather than dwell 

on the bloody years of civil strife in Shaba.  In 1978 Brother Ludovic 

came back to Belgium for good.  He spent his time in the carpenter's 

shop at Sint Michiels where he resided.  A devout man without hypocri-

sy, always courageous, always ready with a hearty laugh or a joke, 

Brother Ludovic made his confreres smile.  He died of heart failure at St. 

John's Hospital, Bruges, and was buried in the Brothers' plot at Sint 

Michiels cemetery. 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 0 

 

 

BROTHER DONATIANUS  (John Geirnaert) 

Born:  Oedelem, Holland, February 10, 1841 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, September 20, 1874 
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Brother Donatianus, who received the habit on December 3, 1863, was 

one of the group consisting of Brother Ferdinand De Muynck (Decem-

ber 23), Brother Raphael Holters (May 5), Brother Wendelin 

Rademacher (February 21), Brother Michel Creyf (February 3), and two 

others who did not persevere, under the care of the Founder as Master of 

Postulants.  Brother Ryken loved to act out his conferences, moving 

about, gesturing, dramatizing, raising and lowering his voice, and this 

particular audience loved every minute of it.  They were true ground-

lings, eager to contribute their bit.  Brother Donatianus was the first to 

die.  The others, with the exception of Brother Wendelin, who died in 

1897, lived well into the twentieth century. 

 

 

BROTHER PAUL  (Pamphyle Quaghebeur) 

Born:  Mercken, Belgium, February 3, 1869 

Died:  Mayfield, England, September 20, 1940 

 

Brother Paul entered in Bruges but was transferred across the channel on 

St. Joseph's Day in 1889 when he was twenty.  To him, England, where 

he was part of the Province for fifty-one years, was a second homeland.  

As cook, infirmarian, or gardener, he was famous for his love of a joke, 

even the practical kind, and infamous for his foul-smelling pipe.  When 

he died in 1940, he was in his seventy-second year. 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 0 

 

 

BROTHER RICHARD [RICARDO] KERRESSEY (Albert F. 

Kerressey) 

Born  Roxbury, Massachusetts, June 30, 1914 

Died  Needham, Massachusetts, September 20, 1997 

 

Brother Richard, "Rick", formerly called Brother Ricardo, had a story 

book career. He was the recipient of many honors, testimonials, plaques 
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which he could not refuse. He sought no praise and demanded no eulo-

gy. People would remember him chiefly for his smile, his kindness and 

contempt for pessimism. Brother Rick laughed at trouble, treated any 

conflict with indifference and any personal illness with no apparent 

comprehension of its potential seriousness. People loved him for his 

kindness. He liked and served everybody and especially those in any 

kind of difficulty. 

 

He had a genius for organization, and a great skill as a mediator and fa-

cilitator. He was called upon to chair meetings of the N.E. Province of 

education, the NCEA and the National Council of Bishops, all of which 

he served as a director or administrator. 

 

Rick joined the Brothers in 1931 from Mission High School where he 

was known as "Giggles", the fun-loving campus hero. The friends he 

made were his friends for life. He regaled all with tales of his hilarious 

taming of the 100 boys in his first teaching class at St. Teresa's in 

Brooklyn, and of his amusing conflicts with school superintendents and 

with local bishops when he felt they needed enlightenment. He was a 

provincial assistant, a headmaster at Flaget High School and at St. John's 

Prep. 

 

Brother Richard succumbed to a stroke in September of 1997 at the Bri-

arwood Rehabilitation Center in Needham, Massachusetts.  He is sadly 

missed for his smile, his optimism and his beautiful disposition. He was 

indeed a Xaverian treasure. 

 

 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER ACHILLE  (Achille Van Laecke) 

Born:  Ruiselede, Belgium, May 16, 1875 
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Died:  Houthulst, Belgium, September 21, 1899 

 

Brother Achille, who entered on April 22, 1889, when he was almost 

fourteen, received the habit on December 3, 1892.  Receiving the habit 

at the same ceremony was Brother Gregory Koerber from 

Frickenhausen, Germany, who died in 1918.  Brother Achille made his 

profession on Xavier Day in 1895.  Apparently he was sickly, for he was 

assigned to Houthulst which in those days was regarded as healthful be-

cause of its being located in the forest.  When he died at age twenty-four 

in 1899, Brother Achille had been with us for ten years.  He is buried in 

the churchyard in Houthulst beside Brother Isidorus Betten who had 

died there the previous year. 

 

 

BROTHER CUTHBERT  (Dennis Downey) 

Born:  St. Columban, Ontario, Canada, October 12, 1852 

Died:  Hampton, Virginia, September 21, 1932 

 

Brother Cuthbert was fifty-seven when he entered.  His training as a 

lawyer justified, so Brother Provincial Isidore reasoned, an exception be-

ing made in this instance.  This was wishful thinking.  Valiant as he was, 

Brother Cuthbert could not cope with the chicanery of schoolboys.  They 

knew all the loopholes.  In the community he was a grand old man who 

took everything in stride.  "I want to die," he said in his last illness, "but 

I must suffer for my sins."  He was with us for twenty-three years. 

 

 

BROTHER DENIS  (Edward F. Burns) 

Born:  Charlestown, Massachusetts, October 25, 1905 

Died:  Middleton, Massachusetts, September 21, 1938 

 

When Brother Denis died after having spent eight years at the tuberculo-

sis sanitarium at Middleton, Massachusetts, he was unknown to many of 

the brethren.  To those who had the opportunity to visit him, he always 

expressed his cheerful hope of being back with the community.  He was 



593 

only thirty-two when he died, an other-worldly sort of person, who 

preached without ever mentioning it acceptance of the will of God. 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 2 

 

 

BROTHER BONAVENTURE  (Daniel Clifford) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, April 17, 1851 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 22, 1867 

 

Brother Bonaventure, after only one year in religion, died at the age of 

sixteen.  Afflicted with a heart condition, he had been confined to bed 

for several days.  His condition was not considered as anything more 

than a passing indisposition.  It was a shock to find that he had died dur-

ing the night. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 80. 

 

 

BROTHER PASCHAL  (Thomas S. Raley) 

Born:  Leonardtown, Maryland, August 14, 1947 

Died:  Point Lookout, Maryland, September 22, 1965 

 

An honor graduate and class valedictorian at Ryken High School at 

Leonardtown, Brother Paschal received the habit on September 8, 1965.  

Two weeks later on the novitiate picnic day at Point Lookout, tragedy 

struck.  Young Brother Paschal perished in a drowning accident.  An in-

experienced swimmer, he was caught in a swift current and in spite of 

the efforts of his fellow novices to support him in his struggle, he 

slipped from their grasp.  His body was recovered two days later.  

Brother Paschal was five weeks beyond his eighteenth birthday.  He was 

buried from his parish Church, St. Aloysius, and interred in the commu-

nity's plot on the Novitiate grounds. 
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S E P T E M B E R   2 2 

 

BROTHER JOHN EDWARD  (William Larkin) 

Born:  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania , July 13, 1914 

Died:   Brooklyn, New York, September 22, 2007 

 

Bill Larkin grew up in Pittsburgh, the youngest of ten in a Irish-German 

family and when he completed high school with the De  LaSalle Chris-

tian Brothers at Pittsburgh Catholic High in 1932 he spent a year dis-

cerning his future.  His mother introduced him through a friend to Fr. 

George Stratemeier, O.P. who was at the time the main Chaplain and 

confessor for the Xaverian Brothers at Xaverian College, and Fr. 

Stratemeier recommended the Xaverians to Bill.  Bill proceeded to enter 

the Novitiate at Old Point Comfort in 1933 where he assumed the reli-

gious name of Brother John Edward and pursued his vocation for the 

next seventy three years.  It might be noted that he came to Old Point in 

1933 with a round trip ticket provided by his parents in case he wanted 

to return home.  The novice master kept the ticket for him but he never 

used it, since he persevered until  his death in 2007! 

 

“Uncle Bill” as he was affectionately known to his family was always 

close to his brothers and sisters, whom he outlived, and to his many 

nieces and nephews.  He traveled back to his home town every summer 

and then later also at Christmas time by train and in his last years a 

brother would drive him home.   He enjoyed his family and never tired 

of cheering for the Pirates! 

 

John Edward along with the brothers of his time pursued his education at 

The Catholic University of America where he earned his BA and MA in 

religious education; and later, at St. John’s University in New York, a 

degree in library science.  He taught at Our Lady of Good Counsel 

School in New York City and at Flaget; he was also librarian at Stepinac 

and Xaverian in Brooklyn.   He served as Principal and Superior at 

Malden Catholic, Mt. Loretto on Staten Island, and Mt. St. Joseph in 
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Baltimore.  For many years he was moderator of the parents’ clubs at 

Xaverian High School Brooklyn where he orchestrated  many fund rais-

ing events.  Even after his official retirement when he was in his eighties 

he continued to provide clerical help both in the school’s Treasurer’s of-

fice and for St. Michael’s Alumni Association.  His vow of obedience 

seemed to be his response to whatever was asked of him and to work 

many, arduous hours.   His length of time as a Brother spanned several 

generations and while he found the changes in religious life more than 

challenging, he never really complained and kept on working. 

 

John Edward was a simple person who pursued his vocation with a deep 

prayer life, a frugality that reflected his vow of poverty, and obedience 

in which he responded to all the requests or directives of the superior.  

He saved everything and was available to provide what ever was needed 

by his brothers.  Even though he found difficult the changes in our 

Church and our times, he remained loyal, dedicated, and hard working 

his whole life.  John Edward was a holy man who served 73 years as a 

Xaverian and 93 years as a baptized Catholic. 
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S E P T E M B E R   2 2 

 

BROTHER RICHARD (Andre Hessens) 

Born:  Brugge, November 14, 1921 

Died:  Brugge, September 22, 2010 

 

Dying in the 89
th

 year of his life and his 70
th

 in religion, Brother Andre 

spent his entire life as a Xaverian in committed service to his fellow 

Brothers as a cook and a gardener in Zedelgem, Brugge and at Sint-

Michiels.  At Sint-Michiels he was very much appreciated and loved by 

the neighbors because of his friendliness and his care for them. 

 

Brother Andre was a pious, prayerful Brother who in an active punctual 

way participated in all Community activities.  He was a rather quiet man 

but could be very witty in his responses.  Of him, Brother Roger Demon 

commented, “Andre was a kind man, a gentle fellow Brother in whose 

company life was joyful and agreeable.” 

 

May Brother Andre live in peace in God’s loving presence, and let us, 

his Brothers and friends, remember him in a grateful way for his wis-

dom: “Wait patiently and ask the Lord for strength!” 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 3  

 

 

BROTHER BASIL  (John Hutchins) 

Born:  Owensboro, Kentucky, August 18, 1854 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 23, 1924 

 

Brother Basil, who entered in Louisville on April 26, 1876, in his twen-

ty-second year, was one of the novices who migrated with Brother Dom-

inic to the new novitiate in Baltimore.  During his forty-eight years with 

us, he held many posts of distinction.  Louisville, Baltimore, Richmond, 

Norfolk, and Somerville came in for a goodly share of his labors.  Rich-

mond, the scene of his last active teaching, saw him three times and at 
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three separate schools--St. Patrick's, St. Peter's and the Cathedral School.  

When the Somerville community was formed in 1893, Brother Basil was 

the pioneer Superior.  He was also Master of Novices from 1901 to 

1907.  At the age of seventy and beginning to show signs of fatigue, he 

was ready to begin a new year of classes in Richmond in September of 

1924.  A severe hemorrhage obliged him to return to Baltimore.  A se-

cond hemorrhage and he was gone.  He died two years short of realizing 

his dream--fifty active years of teaching.  No one was ever a more faith-

ful observer of the Rule than Brother Basil. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 419. 

 

 

BROTHER EAMON  (Thomas J. Hamilton) 

Born:  Tewksbury, Massachusetts, January 21, 1903 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, September 23, 1970 

 

Brother Eamon, from St. John's in Worcester, taught in several of our 

grammar schools, but his longest assignment was the twenty years di-

vided between St. Mary's Industrial School and the Working Boys' 

Home.  In any building activity, "Bud" saw to it that every tool and 

piece of equipment was accounted for and returned to its proper place.  

He spent his last ten years on and off the sick list at St. John's, Danvers.  

On September 2, 1970, he "celebrated" his golden jubilee in the infirma-

ry before entering Hunt Memorial Hospital.  He died there three weeks 

later. 

 

 

BROTHER VICTOR  (Albert Boussauw) 

Born:  Lichtervelde, West Flanders, Belgium, October 27, 1915 

Died:  Heist, Belgium, September 23, 1981 

 

Brother Victor was a brilliant mathematician who taught physics and 

chemistry as well for thirty years to the junior high sections in the 

schools at Bruges, Knokke, and Heist.  He entered the Xaverian Brothers 

in 1931, and as a teacher he was extremely concerned with the poorer 
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students.  He spent many hours tutoring them privately.  Long after stu-

dents left his tutelage, they would return for help and advice.  In spite of 

deafness in one ear and a poor sense of physical balance, infirmities sus-

tained when he was hit by a motorbike while walking at Heist, he 

seemed to be in general good heath and remained active after retiring, 

helping and performing service where needed.  He died suddenly while 

assisting a neighbor in harvesting his potato crop.  Brother Victor was 

sixty-five years old and had been a member of the Congregation for fifty 

years. 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 3 

 

BROTHER KOENRAAD (Jacques Soens) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, August 26, 1926 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, September 23, 2012 

 

Brother Koenraad (Jacques Soens) passed away Sunday evening at 

Herdershove Nursing Home in Bruges where he had been receiving care 

since 2011, after suffering brain damage due to a fall in his room at the 

Brothers’ residence on Mariastraat in December 2010. Brother Koenraad 

was 86 years old and had been a member of the Congregation for sixty-

six of those years.  

 

A native of Bruges, he was the oldest of 9 children. Having grown up in 

the Capuchin Fathers Parish in Bruges, where he encountered the Broth-

ers of Charity, he spent a few years with them before doing his mandato-

ry military service. During the war he served as a member of the Army 

Welfare Service in Blankenberge. 

  

He entered the Xaverian novitiate at Sacred Heart Institute in Torhout, 

Belgium on 30 August 1946, made his first profession of vows on 30 

August 1948, and his perpetual vows on 30 August 1951. Brother 

Koenraad’s teaching career was spent in the primary schools at St. Xavi-

er’s, Houthulst (2 years); St. James, Bruges (5 years); St. Joseph, Heist 

(4 years); and at St. Francis Xavier Institute, Bruges (28 years). 
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 Brother Koenraad had a special interest in care for the sick and infirm. 

He was a frequent visitor to homes for the elderly where he would bring 

Communion and spend time with the residents. Each year, he would also 

participate in a pilgrimage with the infirm to Lourdes, France, where he 

would assist them and join them in prayer for healing of their infirmities. 

Brother Koenraad led a simple and humble life as a devoted Religious, a 

kind teacher, and a man whose charity extended to care for the sick and 

infirm.  
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S E P T E M B E R   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER VIANNEY  (John F. McDonald) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 12, 1915 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 25, 1961 

 

A product of the juniorate at Peabody, Massachusetts, Brother Vianney 

entered the novitiate in 1934 and for twenty-seven years taught in nine 

schools from Bangor to Louisville.  Big of stature and equally big of 

heart, he was blessed with a contagious smile that lit up his whole coun-

tenance when he found that he could be of service.  He had been ailing 

for several weeks at the close of the '61 school year but seemed to im-

prove during the vacation.  While visiting at home in mid-August, how-

ever, he had to be hospitalized.  He failed rapidly.  Brother Vianney died 

of uremia at St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore; he was forty-six years old. 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN EVANGELIST  (Thomas Donnelly) 

Born:  Manchester, New Hampshire, October 17, 1889 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, September 25, 1963 

 

A student of the public elementary school, Thomas Donnelly became 

acquainted with the Xaverian Brothers who were teaching at St. Agnes 

Institute in Manchester.  In 1907 he was accepted as an aspirant at St. 

John's Normal School in Danvers.  Trained in the classical tradition and 

fortified with a BA from Fordham University and an MA from Notre 

Dame, Brother John Evangelist taught Latin and Greek for some forty 

years.  His teaching days began, however, long before the degrees, at 

Cathedral School in Richmond in 1909 when he was still a novice.  Sub-

sequent assignments were to East Boston, St. John's Prep, Assumption 

Academy in Utica, Keith Academy, Mission High School, St. Xavier's, 

the Mount, and John Bapst in Bangor.  Four different assignments total-

ing thirteen years took him to St. John's High School on Temple St. in 

Worcester, his favorite school.  In 1950 he went to St. John's Prep for 
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the second time where he taught Latin and doubled as sacristan.   His 

long teaching career ended suddenly in 1957 when, shortly after cele-

brating his golden jubilee, he suffered a paralytic stroke.  For the next 

six years he was confined to the infirmary, storming heaven for the cure 

that never came.  Brother John Evangelist died three weeks prior to his 

seventy-fourth birthday; he was in his fifty-sixth year in the Congrega-

tion. 
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S E P T E M B E R   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER ANDREW P. McMANUS  (Brother Simeon) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, September 23, 1911 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, September 25, 1983 

 

Brother Andrew attended St. John's Parish Grammar School on Temple 

Street and the juniorate in Peabody before entering the Congregation in 

1928.  His career assignments took him to Brooklyn, Leonardtown, Bal-

timore, Malden, Bangor, and Utica.  On three separate tours of duty, he 

spent almost twenty years in Worcester and Shrewsbury at his beloved 

St. John's.  Brother Andrew always enthused over his classes in French, 

Greek, Latin, and religion.  He put his talents as an interesting and per-

suasive conversationalist to good use as a successful high school debat-

ing coach.  In his final years at Shrewsbury, he assisted in the library, tu-

tored in Latin and English, moderated the Alumni Association, and did 

innumerable daily errands for both school and community.  Advised that 

he had inoperable cancer, he promised that he would try to be a model to 

his Brothers on how to approach death.  As it did in his fifty-five years 

as a Xaverian, his genuine religious faith supported him in his final ill-

ness.  This gentle and good man died at Fairlawn Hospital in Worcester, 

the city of his birth, two days after his seventy-second birthday, a day he 

celebrated with his visitors by enjoying the cards and gifts he had re-

ceived for the occasion. 

 

 

BROTHER PATRICIUS  (James P. Dougherty) 

Born:  Cazenovia, New York, February 19, 1900 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, September 25, 1983 

 

Brother Patricius was the first graduate of Assumption Academy in Uti-

ca to become a Xaverian Brother.  He entered our novitiate at Mt. St. Jo-

seph's in January, 1920.  A year and a half later he began his teaching 

career.  In the manner of the times, he was both teacher and student dur-
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ing his early years as a Brother, pursuing his degree in both summer 

school and extension courses.  He earned his BA degree in science and 

chemistry from Fordham University in 1929 and taught both physical 

science and chemistry at our schools in Louisville, Baltimore, Bard-

stown, Brooklyn, Bangor, Utica, Lowell, and Danvers.  When he had to 

teach a health course in Utica and was not satisfied with the text, he took 

on the job of co-authoring a review book on health.  Brother Patricius 

will long be remembered for his light-hearted camaraderie in every 

community in which he lived during his sixty-three years as a Xaverian.  

He went through life as a joyful troubadour, full of song and laughter, 

but underneath possessing a realization of the shortness of time and a 

deep spirit of prayer.  His death, sudden and unexpected, came only 

hours after Brother Andrew McManus had passed away in Worcester.  

While viewing a Patriots' football game on television at the Prep, Broth-

er Patricius suffered a fatal heart attack.  He was eighty-three years of 

age and had been with us for sixty-three years. 
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S E P T E M B E R   25 

 

BROTHER THOMAS MORE (Melvin Page)  

Born: Baltimore, Maryland, March 9, 1916 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 25, 2003 

 

One of the grand old men of the Congregation at his death in 2003, 

Brother Thomas  

More was a wisdom figure for his Brothers and for his very many 

friends.  As a superior and principal of two schools, as Provincial and as 

Superior General, Brother Thomas More put his own unique and indeli-

ble mark on the Congregation that he loved so dearly.  While Brothers 

would kid about his white cuffs and his elegant manner, they all knew 

where his heart was: with God and with the Congregation. 

 

Born Mercylaus Pagulski (later changed to Melvin Page) in Baltimore, 

Brother Thomas More encountered the Xaverian Brothers at Saint 

Mary’s Industrial School where he developed a life-long devotion to his 

5
th

 grade teacher, Brother Peter Celestine Fahey, and a profound love for 

the Xaverian Brothers.  Inspired by the Brothers who taught him at Saint 

Mary’s, he entered the Juniorate and then the Novitiate, receiving the 

Holy Habit and the name Thomas More on the Feast of the Assumption 

in 1935.  When many Brothers reverted to their family names, Brother 

Thomas More retained his religious name and his very strong devotion 

to his patron saint.   

 

Brother Thomas More began his teaching career at Saint Xavier in Lou-

isville in 1940 and remained there as teacher, assistant principal and ath-

letic director until he was appointed principal of Saint Michael’s Dioce-

san High School in 1950.  Returning to Saint X in 1953, he was respon-

sible for Saint Xavier’s move from Broadway to the campus on Poplar 

Level Road.  With Brother William Sheehan, the Provincial, Brother 

Thomas More was very much involved in the negotiations for the move 

of the school with the rather difficult Archbishop Floersh.  Impatient to 

move the school and ready to capitulate to the Archbishop, Brother 
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Thomas More received a rather curt letter from Brother William which 

advised him, “The Xaverian Brothers will not grovel!”  In his later years 

Brother Thomas More could chuckle about that letter and included it in 

his diary of his years at Saint X.  His six year term as superior and prin-

cipal at Saint X was extended for one year so that he could complete the 

negotiations for the move of the school.  He remained in Louisville one 

further year, after Brother Philip Dougherty had been appointed superior 

and principal of the school, to oversee the construction.  Having the im-

mediate past principal and superior in your community could have prov-

en a problem, but for Brother Philip Dougherty it was not, because as he 

said, “I wanted to run a school, not build one.  I left that to Thomas 

More.”   

 

Appointed Provincial of the Sacred Heart Province in 1962, Brother 

Thomas More served three years in that office before being elected Su-

perior General in 1965.  As Superior General, he saw the Congregation 

through the challenging years following the Vatican Council and the 

first re-draft of our Constitutions.   

 

After his term as Superior General ended, he became the co-director of 

Agrimissio in Rome, an international organization dedicated to improv-

ing farming in developing countries.  In 1973 he became the Executive 

Secretary of the United States Catholic Mission Council, and the follow-

ing year he became the Executive Secretary of the Major Superiors of 

Men.  After six years in that post, he served for sixteen years as the Co-

ordinator of the Institute of Theology and Spirituality in Santa Barbara, 

California.  Returning to Louisville in 1996, he spent the remainder of 

his life at Ryken House, reading, writing, and praying.  A poet and a 

prophet, he continued to serve the Congregation as faithfully in retire-

ment as he had done during his active years.  Dying at the age of 87 in 

the 68th year of his religious life as a Xaverian Brother, this grand old 

man was buried in the community cemetery on the grounds of his be-

loved Saint X.          

S E P T E M B E R   2 6 
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BROTHER JOSEPH  (Louis F. Smithers) 

Born:  Medford, Massachusetts, May 5, 1915 

Died:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, September 26, 1985 

 

Louis Smithers attended Immaculate Conception Grammar School in the 

years before the Brothers arrived in Malden.  He went on to graduate 

from Boston College High School, Boston College, and Harvard (with 

an M.A. in history) before meeting the Brothers at Boys' Catholic, 

Malden, when he taught there in the late 1930's.  On September 19, 

1940, he entered the Novitiate at Old Point Comfort.  Brother Joseph's 

forty-five years as a Xaverian were marked by his love for scholarship 

and reading which he imparted to his students.  Remembered as a great 

teacher and a truly warm person, Brother Joseph was a Xaverian Brother 

par excellence.  He was faithful to his prayer life, his spiritual reading, 

the stations, the rosary, and his visits to the Blessed Sacrament.  Nothing 

ever took him away from these.  During his career he taught in Louis-

ville, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Utica, Baltimore, Malden, and Montvale.  

Brother Joseph served as Principal of St. Matthew's, Brooklyn; Malden 

Catholic; St. John's Prep (Principal and later Headmaster); and St. Jo-

seph's, Montvale.  He died of cancer at d'Youville Hospital in his seven-

ty-first year. 

 

 

BROTHER STEPHANUS (Charles J.  Greene) 

Born: East Boston, Massachusetts, December 26, 1903 

Died: Brooklyn, New York, September 26, 1992 

 

The career of Brother Stephanus was a low-keyed succession of une-

ventful assignments: no positions of importance, no noteworthy honors. 

And yet many lessons can be learned from the simple annals of men like 

“Steffie.” 

 

Born in East Boston where the congregation had two grammar schools, 

Charles Green entered the novitiate in 1930.  He was assigned to Leon-
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ard Hall as a novice and remained there until 1935.  At that time he be-

gan a fifteen year association with St. Mary’s Industrial School, where 

he taught until 1950 when it closed.  Timid and shy, he was the brother 

who always had his habit pockets full of candy and tasty leftovers from 

the staff table which he generously distributed to the young boys in his 

dormitory.   

 

When St. Mary’s closed in 1950, Steffie began teaching in what was 

termed the “Brooklyn grade school circuit”—Holy Cross, St. Teresa’s, 

St. Matthew’s and Holy Name from which came so many of the candi-

dates for St. Joseph’s Juniorate.  After twenty years in Brooklyn, he 

spent five years at Nazareth High School and was then assigned to 

Xaverian High School where he remained until his death at eighty-nine.  

Deeply attached to his mother, who on his departure for the novitiate had 

advised him to keep his mouth shut and do what he was told, he had re-

quested to be buried with her in Holy Cross Cemetery in Malden, Mas-

sachusetts.  This was done after the wake and funeral in Brooklyn. 
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S E P T E M B E R   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER ATHANASIUS  (Bernard Strabala) 

Born:  Richmond, Iowa, May 26, 1893 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, September 27, 1946 

 

After many years of teaching art in the Brooklyn schools, Brother Atha-

nasius was assigned in 1942 to St. Xavier's in Louisville.  The story of 

his sudden passing was chronicled in the school paper: 

"So long, Brother.  Unknowingly the students in Brother Athanasius' 

classes bade him goodbye at dismissal-time last Friday.  They went 

home to their families.  Brother Athanasius went home to God.  That 

same evening he died of a fatal heart attack in his room.  There had been 

no indication that he had been ailing." 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER MARCIAN  (James Cunningham) 

Born:  Dunmore, Ireland, October 24, 1879 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 28, 1907 

 

Brother Marcian was one of the eight children whom his parents brought 

to the States from Ireland.  They settled in Louisville, Kentucky.  After 

attending St. Patrick's School which was staffed by the Brothers, he en-

tered the juniorate at Danvers.  In 1897 when he was seventeen, Brother 

Marcian received the habit at what had been incorporated as St. John's 

Normal College.  His first assignment was at St. Joseph's Parochial 

School in Somerville where he remained eight years, teaching the fourth 

grade.  A heavy cold developed into tuberculosis, and he was brought to 

the Mount in Baltimore for treatment and rest.  However, his health con-

tinued to decline.  His old Irish mother, who had just buried her hus-

band, watched him die. 
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MEN AND DEEDS, p. 364. 

 

 

BROTHER GABRIEL  (Thomas Flynn) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, May 6, 1886 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, September 28, 1916 

 

Brother Gabriel died at the age of thirty, having spent fourteen years 

with the Brothers.  Born in Somerville, he attended St. Joseph's School, 

and at the age of fourteen, he entered the Juniorate at Danvers.  In 1902 

he was transferred to the Novitiate where he received the habit on Xavi-

er Day, 1902.  His teaching career took him to St. Mary's Industrial 

School, St. Xavier's in Louisville, St. Patrick's in Baltimore, and finally 

to Mt. St. Joseph's.  He excelled in foreign languages, especially French, 

German, and Spanish.  Blessed with a vivacious disposition, he was al-

ways active, both in class and in community.  In the hopes that the in-

roads of tuberculosis might be checked, he was hospitalized at a sanita-

rium in the mountains of Maryland.  Brother Gabriel could not stand 

separation from the community and begged to be taken home.  He was 

fully aware of his condition, and he knew the consequences.  No one ev-

er faced up to death more realistically.  Up to the last moment, he talked 

cheerfully, trying to console his sorrowing mother.  Just before he died, 

he thanked all for their kindness and told his mother not to grieve.  Then 

he closed his eyes and went to sleep forever. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 390. 
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S E P T E M B E R   2 8 

 

BROTHER WILLIAM DRINAN (Benilde) 

Born: Boston, Massachusetts, April 9, 1931 

Died: Danvers, Massachusetts, September 28, 2009 

 

A man of many friends and abiding loyalties, Bill Drinan lived life with 

zest until the day he died at the age of seventy-eight.  Raised in Jamaica 

Plain where he attended Our Lady of Lourdes School under the care of 

the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston, among whom he had many 

friends, and a graduate of our Mission High School, Bill became a life-

long student and a life-long learner.  After his graduation from Mission, 

Bill entered the Congregation at Old Point where he received the holy 

habit and the name Benilde.  He majored in chemistry at Catholic Uni-

versity and later received a master’s degree from Catholic in mathemat-

ics.  In his eulogy for Bill, Brother Richard Mazza commented, “Bill 

was gifted with an ease for learning.  His calm, peaceful and, at times, 

timid demeanor was always more apparent than his capacity for great 

thoughts.  However, for those of us who worked closely with him in ad-

ministration or congregational projects, there was no wondering about 

his ability to deal with complex issues. Bill’s calmness and peacefulness 

made him approachable and easy to work with.” 

 

Everywhere Bill was missioned, he formed “enduring personal relation-

ships” with his Brothers, his boys in school and their families.  He began 

his career at John Bapst in Bangor, Maine, in 1954.  While some Broth-

ers might have viewed Bangor as one of the outposts, Bill loved his time 

in Maine and remained in contact with the people he had come to know 

there.  In 1961 he began the first of his twenty-two years at Saint John’s 

Prep over two assignments.  St. John’s Prep became indelibly engraved 

on Bill’s heart.  In the 1960s he was a teacher and director of residents.  

In 1989 he became headmaster and then headmaster emeritus.  In grati-

tude for all that he had done for the school, St. John’s Prep named their 

campus ministry center after him.   
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Between his two missions at the Prep, Bill served as assistant headmas-

ter and headmaster at Xaverian Brothers High School from 1971 until 

1984.  Xaverian Brothers High School struggled financially in the 

1970s, but Bill met the challenge organizing the largest bingo in Massa-

chusetts.  One could not properly memorialize Bill without a reference 

to bingo!  Although it involved endless nights of work, Bill met the chal-

lenges and gained financial stability for the school. 

 

After a brief sabbatical at the Jesuit School of Theology in Berkeley, Bill 

became the principal of Archbishop Williams High School in Braintree.  

At “Archies” Bill developed his remarkable ability to serve as a healer 

of old wounds.  Once again, he left the school in better shape than he 

found it. 

 

In 1989 Bill returned to St. John’s Prep.  Of his years at the Prep, the 

Boston Globe opined, “In eleven years as headmaster at St. John’s Pre-

paratory School, Brother William Drinan led the Catholic boys’ high 

school through a digital, financial and spiritual revolution. . . Drinan 

made campus ministry a hallmark of a St. John’s education and encour-

aged community service as a means to involve the school students in life 

beyond its leafy Spring Street campus.” 

 

Bill died suddenly in his room at Xaverian House as he was preparing to 

join his Brothers for morning Mass.  He, indeed, lived until he died. 

 

Brother Richard Mazza’s words are certainly a fitting eulogy for Bill, 

“From Bill’s earliest days, a pattern forms.  Better than a pattern, it is 

more apt to say that Bill’s loyalty to friends and family never faltered 

even after he left a school.  Our presence here today bears witness to his 

loyalty.  Bill had a loyal heart, the richness of his loyalty and persever-

ance gave him the motivation and energy to gather others in service to 

mission and ministry of Catholic education to youth.” 
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This loyal Xaverian Brother was buried on the grounds of St. John’s 

Prep, and the students of the Prep stood at attention as Bill’s earthly re-

mains were driven to the Brothers’ cemetery.  A fitting tribute to a man 

who had the Prep indelibly engraved on his heart. 

 

S E P T E M B E R    2 9 

 

 

BROTHER SILVERIUS  (Ambrose S. Clark) 

Born:  West Louisville, Kentucky, October 26, 1879 

Died:  Newton Highlands, Massachusetts, September 29, 1958 

 

Brother Silverius, the senior in age of the three Clark brothers who 

joined us--the others were Brother Claudius (July 27) and Brother Cletus 

(April 25)--and the junior in religion, entered when he was almost thirty.  

He lived to be almost seventy-nine.  During a month's hospitalization 

prior to his death, he endeared himself to the nursing staff.  He warded 

off all special attention and did it with a smile.  His last fifteen years 

were spent in the filing room of the Working Boys' Home.  Previously, 

from 1919 to 1932, he had taught at St. John's School in Louisville, the 

assignment he always regarded as his favorite. 
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S E P T E M B E R   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER MARCUS  (Gysbert de Vries) 

Born:  Waalwyck, Holland, May 23, 1831 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, September 30, 1853 

 

Brother Marcus was not quite seventeen when he joined Mr. Ryken.  He 

was from Waalwyck in the general neighborhood of Elshout, the birth-

place of the Founder.  From the founding days in 1839 down to 1853, 

there had been only two deaths at "Het Walletje" and then came two 

more only months apart.  Brother Celestinus died on June 29 and Broth-

er Marcus on September 30.  Both young men were only twenty-two. 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD McGRATH  (Brother Rayner) 

Born:  Bangor, Maine, July 5, 1916 

Died:  Middletown, Connecticut, September 30, 1974 

 

Born in Bangor, Maine, Edward McGrath met the Xaverians at John 

Bapst High School which we staffed for many years.  In his senior year 

he transferred to St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody and entered the novi-

tiate in 1935.  Subsequently he earned degrees at Catholic University 

and St. John's in Brooklyn.  His teaching career began in 1940 at St. 

Michael's Diocesan High School in Brooklyn.  After sixteen years at this 

one assignment in the borough of churches, he crossed the East River to 

Manhattan where he taught at the freshmen annex of Cardinal Hayes 

High School and lived at the Brothers' residence on East 94th Street.  

His nineteen New York years remained rich in his memory, for it was 

during this time that this quiet and reticent Maine Yankee became a 

cosmopolitan scholar, enamored of the cultural advantages of New York 

and absorbed by literature, both classical and modern.  Subsequent mis-

sions included the Prep in Danvers, St. John's in Worcester and Shrews-

bury, Malden Catholic, and Keith Academy.  His final eight years were 

spent at Xavier High School in Middletown where he taught English and 
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Latin and served as school treasurer.  Stricken with a coronary, Brother 

Edward died at fifty-eight in his bedroom, seated at his desk, a book 

open before him and a notebook beside it. 

 

 

BROTHER EVAN  (Robert F. Enos) 

Born:  Manchester, Massachusetts, September 20, 1912 

Died:  Westwood, Massachusetts, September 30, 1981 

 

Brother Evan passed away as he lived, quietly, in his sleep, ten days af-

ter his sixty-ninth birthday.  He had celebrated his golden jubilee nine 

months prior to his death.  Brother Evan's teaching career began at Holy 

Name School, Brooklyn, and he was principal of Holy Cross School, al-

so in Brooklyn, from 1955 to 1960.  He served in schools in Kentucky, 

New York, Maine, and Connecticut, as well as Malden Catholic and 

Mission High in Roxbury.  Since 1968 he had been on the staff of 

Xaverian Brothers High School in Westwood, Massachusetts, where he 

headed the audio-visual department and served as the house treasurer 

and accountant for the Friday night Bingo.  When the doctors ordered 

him in for tests the very day he died, he asked that the tests be postponed 

because the school needed him in the audio-visual room, and his beloved 

bingo workers would be concerned if he were not on hand to control the 

early evening chaos.  A brother said the epitaph on his gravestone should 

read, "Here lies one who served." 

 

 

 

S E P T E M B E R   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER JULIEN  (Edouard Vandekerckhove) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, September 2, 1895 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, September 30, 1982 
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Brother Julien entered the juniorate of the Belgian Province as a lad of 

thirteen after attending St. James School in Bruges.  Serving in the med-

ical corps in World War I, he was shot in the left lung while rescuing a 

wounded soldier.  His rapid recovery was consonant with his rugged 

spirit and undaunted courage.  He was one of the first Xaverian mission-

aries to the Congo where he labored for twenty years.  His missionary 

work was interrupted from 1948 to 1954 when he was called to be the 

Belgian Provincial.  Those who recall the One Hundredth Anniversary in 

America celebrations in 1954 remember with affection Brother Julien as 

one who inspired all on his visits to our schools and communities with 

his love and zeal for all things Xaverian.  From 1972 to 1977, he served 

as Treasurer for the Generalate.  Failing eyesight due to diabetes clouded 

his final years but never dimmed his spirit.  He died in Bruges at the St. 

Francis Xavier Clinic.  He was eighty-seven years old and had been a 

Xaverian for seventy years. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   1 

 

 

BROTHER EDMUND  (James Henry) 

Born:  Manchester, England, March 25, 1842 

Died:  Manchester, England, October 1, 1913 

 

Brother Edmund entered at Manchester on March 25, 1861, his nine-

teenth birthday, and received the habit that July 2nd at the newly-

established St. Mary's Training School, Hammersmith, London.  Here a 

dozen Xaverians from Bruges had moved in the previous April, seven to 

work at the Institute and five to follow the two-year course to qualify as 

Queen's Scholars.  Brother Edmund was one of those to attend class.  In 

1874 when we took charge of St. Joseph's School in Battersea, London, 

with Brother John Seghers (February 27) as Superior, Brother Edmund 

was the Headmaster.  From 1881 to 1889, he was in charge of Manches-

ter and again in 1899.  He was the last Superior of the Collegiate Insti-

tute in Grosvenor Square and the first, 1907 to 1908, at the new 
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Xaverian College in Victoria Park.  His last assignment was that of Nov-

ice Master.  He died in his seventy-second year, his fifty-third in reli-

gion.  With his contemporaries, Brother John Chrysostom (February 12) 

and Brother Aloysius Ireland (September 6), both of whom joined in the 

early 1860's, Brother Edmund left his mark on the developing English 

Province. 

 

 

BROTHER CELESTINE  (James Ryan) 

Born:  Manchester, England, January 11, 1862 

Died:  Mayfield, England, October 1, 1931 

 

James Ryan became an aspirant on September 1, 1874, four months pri-

or to his thirteenth birthday.  He received the habit on New Year's Day, 

1880, ten days before his eighteenth birthday, and he took the name  

Celestine.  He spent most of his religious life, almost fifty-two years, at 

Mayfield "minding the boys."  He was very kind-hearted and most atten-

tive to small duties.  Everyone liked him. 

 

 

BROTHER CAJETAN  (Lawrence Cronin) 

Born:  Manchester, England, March 26, 1906 

Died:  Manchester, England, October 1, 1977 

 

Brother  Cajetan, the third Mancunian listed for October 1st, entered in 

1918.  Like Brother Celestine Ryan, he was only twelve.  He received 

the habit in 1921, pronouncing vows in 1927.  A graduate of London 

University, he taught at all of our schools:  at Manchester between the 

two World Wars and at Brighton from 1945 to its close in 1960.  His 

fields were mathematics, Latin, and German.  He was a competent or-

ganist available for any local church when needed.  As a pianist he loved 

Chopin.  The well-rounded man, he excelled at cricket, that "game of the 

English gentleman." 
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O C T O B E R   2 

 

 

BROTHER CYRIL  (Thomas Hogan) 

Born:  Troy, New York, July 4, 1864 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 2, 1886 

 

Brother Cyril, according to the story in MEN AND DEEDS, entered in 

1883 when he was nineteen.  He died three years later from pneumonia, 

contracted the previous summer when he had gone down into a deep 

well to clean it.  He greatly edified the members of the community at 

Mt. St. Joseph's who were present at his bedside by repeating in his con-

scious moments the formula for the devotional renewal of vows that was 

used at the close of the annual and monthly retreats. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 202. 

 

 

BROTHER BERCHMANS  (William Moxham) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, June 3, 1886 

Died:  Mayfield, England, October 2, 1973 

 

Genial and humorous, beloved by everyone, Brother Berchmans died at 

Bradley House, Mayfield College.  He was eighty-seven and had been in 

the Congregation for sixty-nine years.  Until four years before his death, 

he had served with incredible industry and zeal on household and garden 

staffs.  He spent twenty-nine years at Manchester.  In his native Preston 

he had been a member of St. Walburge's Parish. 
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O C T O B E R   2 

 

BROTHER VICTOR PIZZOLATO (Marcus) 

Born: April 30, 1918, Tampa, Florida 

Died: October 2, 2010, Danvers, Massachusetts 

 

Born in Tampa, Florida, Victor Pizzolato entered the Congregation at 

Old Point in September of 1941and received the holy habit and the name 

Marcus on the Feast of Saint Joseph the following year.  A graduate of 

Hillsborough High School in Tampa, he had no previous association 

with the Xaverian Brothers.  Brother Victor was one of our “mail order 

brides!”  Since Victor was twenty-three when he entered, his eighteen-

year-old classmates used to sing to him a popular song, “O, My Papa to 

Me You Were So Wonderful. . .” and often answered him with, “Yes 

Pop” or “OK Papa.” 

 

At Catholic University he majored in Spanish which was rather unusual 

in those days.  Most of our Spanish teachers of Victor’s generation and 

later generations majored in French or History or English and minored in 

Spanish.  One of Victor’s major disappointments in life was when he 

was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to study Spanish in Spain and was 

refused permission by his superiors.  Of this time Brother Cornelius 

Hubbuch wrote in his eulogy of Victor, “I became aware of how hurt he 

was by this when I was provincial and would visit Vic while he was 

teaching at Tampa Catholic in Florida.  I believe and hope that he finally 

came to terms with this hurt and moved on to focusing on the many 

blessings of his life.” 

 

Assigned to Cardinal Hayes High School in 1947, the school which he 

claimed was his favorite mission and at which the Xaverians ran the 

Spanish department, he remained there until 1957.  During those years 

he earned his master’s degree in Spanish from Fordham University.  Af-

ter Cardinal Hayes, Brother Victor had two one-year assignments at 

Saint John’s Prep and at Stepinac.  In 1959 he came to Mount Saint Jo-
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seph where he stayed for five years until he was appointed Superior and 

Principal of Our Lady of Good Counsel High School in 1964.   

 

Victor apparently had no previous training in administration before he 

was assigned to Good Counsel as the principal and superior.  He found 

the job beyond him, and Brother Dionysius Recktenwald, who was the 

first assistant, felt compelled to go to 4409 to apprise the provincial of 

conditions at Good Counsel.  Of these difficult years, Brother Cornelius 

wrote, “He was appointed Principal of Good Counsel High School, a po-

sition he did not seek or want.  In his own words, ‘I wanted nothing to 

do with Administration, and I hated the job.  I am a teacher.’”   

 

In 1966, after two years, Victor went back to the classroom at Saint X 

and remained there until 1974.  Of his years at Saint X, Victor said he 

had some of the finest students he had ever encountered (to which any 

Brother who has ever taught at Saint X will say a hearty, “Amen.”)  Of 

his abilities as a teacher, Brother Cornelius wrote, “Victor was a splen-

did teacher.  The Spanish language was his field, and his classes always 

appreciated him as a person and as a teacher.  He taught them more than 

the language - - he taught them the culture of the country and the people.  

His own love of Spain, of the language and the people rubbed off on 

them. . . he was always organized, precise, exacting and demanding, a 

perfectionist; and his students did very well.” 

 

In 1974 he moved to his native state and taught at Tampa Catholic High 

School until 1978.  At that time Victor retired and took care of his moth-

er for a year.  After his mother’s death he remained retired in Florida un-

til he came to Xaverian House in 2001.  He bore the infirmities of old 

age well, and he was seriously sick only for a few weeks before he died.  

He was buried in the Brothers’ cemetery on the grounds of Saint John’s 

Prep. 
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O C T O B E R   3 

 

 

BROTHER  EPHREM  (John Kruppig) 

Born:  Konersdorf, Germany, May 23, 1826 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, October 3, 1869 

 

Among those selected by Brother Vincent to take part in the First Gen-

eral Chapter in 1869 was Brother Ephrem, identified in the listing of 

delegates as the "vice-director of manual activities at Mayfield."  From 

the looks of things, he remained on in Bruges when the Chapter closed 

in mid-August and died there that October 3rd.  He had been a Brother 

for almost ten years, having received the habit from the Founder on Xa-

vier Day in 1859. 

 

 

BROTHER BENEDICT LABRE  (James E. Nugent) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, January 17, 1879 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, October 3, 1951 

 

Brother Benedict Labre was another permanent member of the Xaverian 

community at Lawrence, Massachusetts, where he was stationed for 

twenty-two years.  Energetic and conscientious, he saw to it that his 

boys in Lawrence and elsewhere tended strictly to business.  In his late 

sixties, when diabetes interfered with his classroom activities, he became 

a valuable assistant in the filing room at the Working Boys' Home in 

Newton Highlands.  The two Nugent brothers, Brother Benedict Labre 

and Brother Albinus (January 21), served the Congregation for a total of 

one hundred sixteen years. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   4 

 

 

BROTHER GABRIEL  (Amandus Coene) 
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Born:  Dickebusch, Belgium, February 2, 1843 

Died:  Mayfield, England, October 4, 1913 

 

Brother Gabriel, one of the first candidates accepted by Brother Vincent, 

the second Superior General, arrived at "Het Walletje" on September 11, 

1860.  After three years at the training school in Hammersmith and eight 

at Manchester, he returned to Bruges where in 1875 he became Superior 

of the Institute when Brother Peter Alcantara (January 28) became first 

Provincial in England.  Twenty years later, Brother John Chrysostom 

(February 12), the newly-elected Vicar to Brother Vincent (May 2), took 

over as Superior of the Mother House and sent Brother Gabriel to Eng-

land as second Provincial.  During his ten years in office from 1895 to 

1905, he purchased property on Nightingale Lane in southwest London 

alongside Clapham Common and founded Clapham College. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   5 

 

 

BROTHER CONRAD  (Arthur H. Gross) 

Born:  Ellicott City, Maryland, June 17, 1875 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 5, 1939 

 

Brother Conrad will be remembered in the community as a man who 

was faithful in little things.  He was never called upon to teach.  He be-

longed to that faithful group of religious whose generous and untiring 

labor about the house is an invaluable contribution to the success of eve-

ry large religious institution. 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARDIN  (John Hommer) 

Born:  Kettig, Bavaria, September 8, 1895 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, October 5, 1948 
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Brother Bernardin entered on October 10, 1910, apparently our last ap-

plicant from the Rhineland.  He received the habit on his seventeenth 

birthday.  During World War I he was infirmarian at Sint Michiels.  He 

was admitted to profession on New Year's Day in 1917 while fighting 

was still in progress.  Having completed his studies, he became an effi-

cient teacher, and in spite of his status as a technical enemy-alien, he en-

deared himself to both Brothers and boys by his typical Rhineland dis-

position. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   5 

 

 

BROTHER THOMAS MCGUIRE (Brother Alexius) 

Born: Brooklyn, New York, March 13, 1923 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, October 5, 1994 

 

Thomas McGuire, though born in Brooklyn, grew up in Queens, New 

York where he attended St. Catherine elementary school and Andrew 

Jackson High School from which he graduated in 1941.  In September of 

1942, he enlisted in the navy and attended the Navy Submarine School 

in New London, Connecticut.  In the next three and a half years, he 

served on two submarines.  He was awarded several gold and silver stars 

and honorably discharged in December of 1945.  He then attended Holy 

Cross College in Worcester on the G.I. Bill. 

 

While in the navy, Tom came across a graduate of St. Joseph’s Prep in 

Bardstown, Kentucky, who spoke frequently about his life there and  

about the brothers who taught there.  One of these, Brother Barry (May 

22) received especially high praise.  When Tom came home to New 

York, he found out that Brother Barry was principal at St. Teresa’s in 

Brooklyn and the two became good friends.  As a result of this friend-

ship, Tom entered the Xaverian Brothers on September 19, 1947, and 

completed his college education at Catholic University in 1953.  
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As Brother Alexius, he received teaching assignments that took him to 

Good Counsel Annex of Cardinal Hayes, Xaverian High School in 

Brooklyn, St. X in Louisville and to St John’s in Shrewsbury.  In 1970 

he asked to be sent on the foreign missions, and for twelve years, he 

served at Eregi Teachers College in Kenya interrupted in 1980 by a year 

in Leonardtown at St. Mary’s Ryken High School.  On his return in 

1983, he returned to Leonardtown for five years and decided to try 

something new by accepting a position as assistant director of Kuehner 

House in Clarksburg, Maryland.  There he received a number of cita-

tions and awards for his work  with mentally handicapped adults. 

 

In June, 1994, Tom became ill and moved to Ryken House where a few 

short months later he died, beloved by all who knew him.  His quiet, 

low-keyed way made him effective as a teacher and a good friend.  He 

was a Xaverian Brother for forty-seven years. 

O C T O B E R   5 

 

BROTHER RICHARD F. LESLIE (Brother Charles Borromeo)  

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, November 8, 1917 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 5, 2003 

 

Born in Brooklyn and entering the Congregation from the Juniorate, 

Richard Leslie received the Holy Habit and the name Charles Borromeo 

on the Feast of the Assumption in 1935.   He developed a bond with his 

Novitiate classmates which was to endure for a lifetime, and in his last 

years he shared a table in the dining room at Ryken House with two of 

his classmates, Brother Thomas More (September 25) and Brother Hen-

ry Dayon (April 3). The fraternal banter among them was a joy to be-

hold.   

 

It has been said that a Brother who during his lifetime had many mis-

sions was either difficult or incredibly talented.  With Brother Charles it 

was definitely the latter.  

Beginning his career at Saint James Home in Baltimore, he finished his 

Bachelor’s degree at Loyola College in that city.  He then made very 
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brief stops at Saint John’s in Worcester, Saint Francis de Sales in Utica, 

Flaget in Louisville, and Mission in Roxbury. In 1956 he became the 

Principal of Malden Catholic High School, and after three years at MC 

he became the Principal, Superior and Aspirant Master at the Juniorate 

at Ryken High School in Leonardtown.  After one year at Nazareth in 

1965, he became Principal of Good Counsel for one three year term.  

Brother Charles was always the reluctant man in charge, but his talents 

and abilities as an administrator were greatly valued. He is one of very 

few Brothers to lead three of our schools, a formidable task that he dep-

recatingly dismissed as, “Not much.”   

 

After a brief return to Nazareth, he began in 1971 fifteen years of dedi-

cated work with the American Indians at Saint Francis Mission in South 

Dakota.  Ryken certainly must have been smiling in heaven to see that 

his Brothers had finally made it to the American Indians, and Brother 

Charles put his prodigious talents to work there as Director of the local 

radio station.  He left a good part of his heart in South Dakota.   

 

Brother Charles spent five years as community procurator at Xaverian in 

Brooklyn and six years in Venice before retiring to Ryken House in 

1999 where he spent his last days with the very men with whom he had 

entered the Congregation sixty-eight years before.  One Brother who 

lived under Brother Charles both at Ryken and Good Counsel comment-

ed, “He was gruff, but under the gruffness was a very kind man and a 

dedicated religious.”  May he rest in peace.   
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O C T O B E R   5 

 

BROTHER EVANGELUS  (Joseph F. O’Brien)  

Born:  Beverly, Massachusetts, May 2, 1915 

Died:  Beverly, Massachusetts, October 5, 2003 

 

One of the first in a long line of men from Mission Hill to join the Con-

gregation, Joseph O’Brien moved from Beverly to Mission Hill in Rox-

bury and graduated from Mission High School in 1932. He retained a 

life-long devotion to Mission Hill and all things associated with it. 

 

In February of 1933, he entered the novitiate of the Xaverian Brothers at 

Fort Monroe, taking the name Evangelus when he received the Holy 

Habit on the Feast of the Assumption that year. He received his Bachelor 

of Science degree in biology in 1938 and Master of Science in 1950 

from Catholic University. During his teaching career, he did additional 

graduate study at St. John’s and Fordham Universities in New York, and 

Boston College and Wellesley College in Massachusetts. 

 

Brother Evangelus started teaching at St. Xavier High in Louisville, KY, 

in 1937. Four years later, he moved on to Cardinal Hayes High School in 

the Bronx, NY, for six years. In 1947 he began a nine-year assignment at 

Malden Catholic High School before becoming Principal of John Bapst 

High School in Bangor, Maine, for three years. After two years at Arch-

bishop Stepinac High School in New York, he taught at St. John’s High 

School in Shrewsbury, from 1961 to 1972 after which he retired to 

Xaverian Brothers High School in Westwood. In 1999, Brother 

Evangelus returned to Malden Catholic High School and then joined the 

Xaverian House community in 2001. 

 

With great sensitivity for his subject and his great way with words, 

Evangelus is remembered as a gentle and well-beloved Brother, a man 

with a great love of people and a fantastic memory. His affection for 

others and his gift for entertaining uplifted many. 
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He was born with a wit that could set a table of his Brothers on a roar of 

laughter, and he could banish any misery or heartache with a consoling 

word. His Irish gift of storytelling and his inexhaustible supply of jokes 

made him welcome in any group. “Brother Joe” never lost his love of 

Mission Hill and of the colorful characters who provided him with hilar-

ious yarns. He had a love of his old neighborhood and of the strong reli-

gious fervor of its people.  

 

When he was young, Joe had been an altar boy, an admirer of the 

Redemptorist priests, the School Sisters of Notre Dame and the Xaverian 

Brothers who inspired him to enter religious life. He remembered his 

students, and they remembered him. Faithful to alumni reunions, he was 

called "Brother Click" because he immortalized so many of them with 

his photographs. He never forgot the names of those who touched his 

life. 

 

Through the grace of God and the help of others, Brother Evangelus ac-

cepted his powerlessness over alcohol. The result of this struggle was a 

native kindness with a universal compassion.  For Brother Evangelus the 

following petition became part of his daily prayer life: “Open my eyes to 

the needs of all. Inspire me with words and deeds to comfort those who 

labor and are burdened.  Keep me in the service of others, faithful to the 

commands of Christ.” 

 

He did open his eyes to others and quietly gave gifts to charities and 

supported the poor and the disheartened. He brought peace where he 

found discord. His eyes never blazed in anger at anyone nor did his 

voice ever speak in harsh rebuke. He was ever the gentleman. 
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O C T O B E R   8 

 

 

BROTHER XAVIER  (Joseph Whelan) 

Born:  Burnley, Lancashire, England, July 2, 1903 

Died:  Wadhurst, Sussex, England, October 8, 1968 

 

Joseph Whelan entered the Congregation on April 27, 1918, when the 

English novitiate was located in the south coast resort of Rottingdean.  A 

year later the new novitiate was opened at Deeping St. James, and 

Brother Xavier was one of the small group of pioneers who shared the 

initial hardships of life there.  He was a member of the staff at Mayfield 

from 1921 to 1929.  Transferred to Clapham, he combined teaching with 

study, attending London University where he obtained an Honours de-

gree in French in 1932.  His main interest was in languages, but he was 

also a gifted mathematician and as such spent almost the last twenty 

years of his life as Provincial Treasurer.  In 1939 Brother Xavier was 

appointed Superior in Bootle, a part of Liverpool.  With the onset of the 

blitz, Liverpool became a target for the German air force, and the Broth-

ers' school shared in the subsequent heavy damage.  Brother Xavier han-

dled the evacuation of the pupils and community to Shropshire.  In 1942 

he joined the Clapham community which had been evacuated to rural 

East Grinstead in Sussex.  He was posted in 1944 to Manchester.  Re-

turning to Clapham in 1953, he served there as Superior from 1958 to 

1964.  His last years were ones of great physical suffering.  During the 

post-war years, Brother Xavier began to suffer from arthritis, particular-

ly in his left leg.  Continuous pain made walking difficult, and gastric 

trouble combined to make him a semi-cripple and to bring on the prema-

ture senility which afflicted his final year of life.  Brother Xavier contin-

ued living with the Clapham community until July of 1968 when he was 

transferred to Bestbeech St. Mary, the provincial residence and infirmary 

for the sick.  Uremia ended his life at age sixty-five. 

 

 

BROTHER CUTHBERT  (Joseph A. Thibault) 
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Born:  Fisherville, Massachusetts, March 25, 1916 

Died:  Westwood, Massachusetts, October 8, 1971 

 

Brother Cuthbert died unexpectedly in his fifty-sixth year.  An alumnus 

of St. John's High School on Temple Street in Worcester, he joined us in 

1932.  Graduating from Catholic University, he obtained his MA from 

St. John's University in Brooklyn.  His field was French.  A natural stu-

dent, he constantly updated himself academically.  Brother Cuthbert 

taught at St. John's Prep in Danvers, Mission High in Roxbury, St. 

Michael's in Brooklyn, Xavier High School in Middletown, and 

Xaverian Brothers' High School in Westwood.  He was Principal of Ho-

ly Cross School in Brooklyn from 1949 to 1955 and  also taught at 

Clapham  College in London in 1968.  In extracurricular activities he 

played the organ and directed glee clubs. 
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O C T O B E R   8 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN OLSEN (Thaddeus) 

Born:   Brooklyn, New York, March 24, 1929,  

Died:   Louisville, Kentucky, October 8, 2014 

 

Brother John entered the Congregation from Resurrection parish in 

Brooklyn in 1947. Earning his bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from 

Catholic University Brother Thaddeus as he was known then taught for 

six years at Saint John’s Prep in Danvers from 1952-1958. His talent and 

love of Catholic education were recognized early and he was made As-

sistant Principal at Xaverian High School in Brooklyn where he served 

from 1958- 1962. During this time he earned his MS in Education at 

Saint John’s University where he would also earn his doctorate in 1971. 

John served as the first Superintendent at Nazareth High School also in 

Brooklyn from 1962-1965.  

 

He was an innovator, instinctively interested in technology. John helped 

the grade schools in Brooklyn integrate the use of technology in their in-

struction. John also served the Congregation in various leadership roles: 

superior and president of Xaverian College, provincial counselor and Di-

rector of XBSS. John also served as Executive Director of NCEA for 

Secondary Schools from 1974-1980. 

 

A number of lines from our Fundamental Principles apply to John. 

“Stand ready to answer God when He asks you if you are available for 

Him.” John did exactly that. After a period of personal renewal at Regis 

College in Toronto, Canada, John responded to God’s call to the margins 

of society. He served as Director of Research for the Southeast Ministry 

Resource Center where he helped religious move into ministries serving 

the poorest of the poor. A number of our Brothers served for a time in 

Eastern Kentucky as a result of John’s work. Giving of himself reflected 

his relationship with God. He served at Assisi Bridge House in Houma, 

Louisiana, he volunteered for Kenya where he spent tens years on the 
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Formation Team and the Director of Projects at Saint Joseph the Worker 

Parish in Kangemi, Kenya. 

 

The second half of the quote from the Fundamental Principles reads, 

“Stand ready [to be] available for God to be more present in your life 

and through you to the world.” There is no doubt ;that in John’s quiet, 

accepting, caring and ever positive manner God was indeed present to 

him and to the world.  
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O C T O B E R   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER RUDOLPH  (Georg J. Oechsner) 

Born:  Rittershausen, Bavaria, May 12, 1889 

Died:  Rome, Italy, October 10, 1974 

 

Hailing from the Rhineland, Brother Rudolph was accepted into the Bel-

gian Province in 1904.  For seventeen years, from 1921 to 1938, he was 

Master of Novices.  He had to leave Belgium during both World Wars, 

going to Holland in World War I and remaining in Rome with Brother 

Edmond (August 6) during World War II.  Brother Rudolph spent his 

last thirty-three years in Rome, serving as Treasurer-General for seven-

teen and Procurator-General for eighteen years.  He died of pernicious 

anemia shortly before he was to celebrate his seventieth anniversary in 

the Congregation. 

 

O C T O B E R   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER GERALD  (John J. Griffin) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, March 8, 1864 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 11, 1937 

 

In the obituary notice in our Ordo for 1938, Brother Gerald was de-

scribed as one of the most colorful figures in the history of the American 

Province.  To the irreverent he was "Mag Griffin's son;" to the more re-

spectful, "Gerald Griffin," with a kindly salute to the Irish author.  He 

entered in 1895 when he was thirty-one.  During a period of twenty 

years, he taught at Louisville, Mt. St. Joseph's, Wheeling, and Rich-

mond.  In 1908 Brother Isidore chose him as Principal of St. Agnes In-

stitute in Manchester, New Hampshire.  In 1912 he was transferred to St. 

John's in Danvers.  When Ryken Hall was ready for occupancy in 1915, 

Brother Gerald was placed in charge, and for close to a quarter of a cen-

tury, he was the benevolent and sometimes malevolent director of it. 
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BROTHER COLOMBIERE  (Charles J. O'Hara) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, May 1, 1902 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 11, 1964 

 

A graduate of both St. John's elementary and high schools in Worcester, 

the future Brother Colombiere entered the month-old novitiate at Old 

Point Comfort on September 16, 1921.  Having completed the canonical 

year of novitiate, he was sent to Central Catholic High School in Wheel-

ing, West Virginia, where he remained four years, teaching math, histo-

ry, and English.  During the summer months he attended Johns Hopkins, 

beginning the long and arduous collection of undergraduate credits, the 

process that dogged the steps of his generation.  Finally, in 1933, he was 

given the long-awaited year off at the Newton Street House of Studies in 

order to obtain the coveted diploma, an AB in Education.  Brief stays at 

Roxbury and St. John's Prep dovetailed with three separate assignments 

to St. X in Louisville where he taught Latin and was noted for his never-

to-be-forgotten phrase, "Gentlemen, a hahf sheet of theme paper."   

Brother Colombiere was appointed Superior at Bardstown in 1938.  It 

was here, in 1943, that he became ill.  Presumably suffering from Addi-

son's Disease, he followed unwise medical advice which led to his even-

tual drug addiction.  A concomitant nervous breakdown worked havoc 

on him, and he was placed under psychiatric care.  His eventual recovery 

in 1945 and his return to a long period of usefulness as teacher, modera-

tor of parents' organizations, and alumni director at the Mount and St. X 

are a tribute to his courage and virtue.  Death came to him suddenly at 

the age of sixty-two.  Excusing himself from recreation to go to his 

room, he never reached there.  Before he had taken a dozen steps, he suf-

fered a coronary occlusion and died within the hour.  He had spent forty-

three years in community.  His remains were interred at St. Louis Ceme-

tery in Louisville among the Xaverian Pioneers in America. 
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O C T O B E R   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER NORMAN  (Joseph P. Boland) 

Born:  Malden, Massachusetts, September 1, 1920 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 11, 1971 

 

Brother Norman, an aspirant at Peabody from 1935 to 1938, received the 

habit at Old Point Comfort on August 15, 1938.  Graduating from 

Catholic University in 1943, he taught math for some twenty years.  At 

St. John's, Danvers, from 1965 to 1971, his spare-time activity, helping 

to look after the grounds, developed into a full-time job.  He died in his 

fifty-second year of a massive heart attack after lingering for several 

days in the intensive care unit at the Hunt Memorial Hospital.  In a fami-

ly of eleven, he was the second to pass on. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   1 2 

 

 

BROTHER PIUS  (William E. Summers) 

Born:  Samuels, Kentucky, November 1, 1862 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 13, 1933 

 

Brother Pius was one of the four young men--the others were Brother 

Celestine Gates (December 6, 1883), Brother Ignatius Gates (January 3, 

1885), and Brother Gregory Riney (January 14, 1888), all proteges of 

the Reverend Peter McGrane of Gethsemani, Kentucky--who presented 

themselves on July 28, 1880, to Brother Dominic, the Novice Master at 

Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore.  All of them persevered although three of 

them were to die within eight years of joining the community.  Brother 

Pius was with us for fifty-three years.  He was Superior of St. Joseph's in 

Somerville from 1900 to 1902 as well as the founding Superior in 1904 

of St. Joseph's Home in Detroit, remaining there until 1908 when he was 
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assigned to Louisville as the founding Superior of St. Lawrence Home, 

an eight room private house on College Street with a capacity of thirty-

two boys.  Here he was in charge down to 1917. 

MEN AND DEEDS, Rev. Peter McGrane, p. 523. 

 

 

BROTHER LINUS  (Herman J. Reboulet) 

Born:  Dayton, Ohio, July 30, 1930 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 12, 1977 

 

Brother Linus died in his sleep at St. John's Preparatory School in Dan-

vers.  According to the coroner's findings, his death was attributed to a 

perforated ulcer.  Brother Linus was forty-seven years old and had been 

a Xaverian for twenty-seven years.  Born in Ohio, he grew up in Mel-

rose, Massachusetts, and graduated from Malden Catholic High School.  

After having attended Boston College for two years, he entered our no-

vitiate in 1950.  He spent one year at Catholic University, another assist-

ing at the Working Boys' Home, and three years at the University of De-

troit where he obtained his AB degree.  Later he earned a Masters' de-

gree in Religious Education at St. John's University, New York.  After 

having taught at Cardinal Hayes High School in the Bronx and John 

Bapst in Bangor, Brother Linus joined the faculty of St. John's Prep in 

1963.  He taught in the religious education department and also served 

as a guidance counselor and coach of several sports. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   1 3 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN JOSEPH  (John Nason) 

Born:  New York City, New York, October 23, 1895 

Died:  Utica, New York, October 13, 1918 

 

When he was a child, Brother John Joseph's parents moved from New 

York City to Somerville, Massachusetts.  Attending the Sunday school 
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classes at St. Joseph's for public school boys, he became acquainted with 

the Brothers.  At the age of nineteen, he applied for admission.  His first 

teaching assignment was at Norfolk.  In 1917 Brother John Joseph was 

one of the pioneer community of four assigned to teach at Assumption 

Academy in Utica, New York.  In the fall of 1918, when influenza was 

raging as an epidemic, he fell victim and was the only one in the Ameri-

can Province whose death was charged directly to it.  His remains were 

taken to Malden, Massachusetts, and laid in the Brothers' plot at Holy 

Cross Cemetery.  His grave would be transferred to the Prep cemetery 

years later.  If Brother John Joseph had lived ten more days, he would 

have celebrated his twenty-third birthday. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 395-396. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER CYPRIAN  (Philip Kerrigan) 

Born:  County Mayo, Ireland, July 28, 1860 

Died:  Old Point Comfort, Virginia, October 14, 1947 

 

As a teacher, Brother Cyprian exercised a sort of Pied Piper charm on 

his young pupils.  "School was fun."  Outside the classroom he was a 

"handy man" and for thirty-seven years was in charge of maintenance at 

our house in Old Point Comfort.  For many years he dressed up in a San-

ta Claus suit for the novices' Christmas party.  In community he was a 

delight; his stories, built around his real and imaginary adventures, were 

always good for a laugh.  In them there was something of Philip Neri, 

the "Saint in Motley."  Brother Cyprian died in his eighty-eighth year. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS XAVIER  (Francis Xavier Dondorff) 
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Born:  Aachen, Germany, April 10, 1816 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 15, 1874 

 

Brother Francis Xavier (the "Xavier" was not added until his arrival in 

America) entered the Congregation on September 30, 1842, at the age of 

twenty-six, having worked as a bank and postal clerk before admission.  

When the time arrived for perpetual vows, Brother Francis was consid-

ered unsuitable because of his overly quiet manner and his failure in the 

classroom, a failure most likely due to the fact that he had not been al-

lowed to complete his studies at the normal school due to a shortage of 

Brothers in Bruges.  At the advice of the Founder, he withdrew from the 

Congregation.  Two years later he was re-admitted and pronounced per-

petual vows on Xavier Day in 1853.  The following year Brother Francis 

was chosen as one of the original six pioneers for the American mission 

to comply with Bishop Spalding's request for one German Brother.  

From 1858 until the second group of Brothers arrived in 1860, Brother 

Francis and Brother Stephen were the only Xaverians laboring in Amer-

ica.  For twenty years, from his arrival in the States until his death in 

1874, Brother Francis was in a German school--Immaculate Conception, 

St. Boniface, Eighth Street, and St. Martin's.  In addition to teaching he 

also served as Novice Master.  Afflicted with internal hemorrhages, he 

died in mid-October, 1874, and was the first Xaverian to be buried in the 

new St. Louis Cemetery in Louisville.  His assistant at both the Eighth 

Street School and St. Martin's, Brother Isidore (September 5), recorded 

his memories of Brother Francis Xavier in CYRENIAN NO. 2. 

MEN AND DEEDS, Chapter 7. 
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O C T O B E R   1 5 

 

BROTHER TRUDO (Camiel Sabbe) 

Born:  Zedelgem, Belgium, November 24, 1929 

Died:  Twickenham, England, October, 15, 1999 

. 

A native of the village of Zedelgem, Belgium, Brother Trudo was the 

first of ten children and was christened Camiel.  Three of young Camiel 

Sabbe's maternal uncles had become Xaverian Brothers and would per-

severe in their vocation: Brothers Chrysostoom Verleye (May 21), Mar-

cel Verleye, (better known as Brother Efrem, July 11), and Justin 

Verleye (December 15).  As a student at Saint Francis Xavier's Institute 

in Bruges, Camiel became a postulant in March 1946.  On August 30, 

1946 he was the Xaverian novice Brother Trudo. 

 

Extremely talented, Brother Trudo proved to be an excellent student, 

both at the Institute and at Louvain.  There he earned his master's degree 

in physical science, qualifying as a high school teacher, a ministry that 

would be his major task for many years. 

 

Things changed unexpectedly in July 1965, when Brother Trudo was 

appointed superior of the Xaverian house of studies in Louvain.  And 

more unexpected changes were in store for him.  The following year he 

generously accepted the challenge of serving in the Congo, as a teacher 

and headmaster of the Brothers' Institut du Sacré Coeur in Likasi, and as 

the superior of the community.  Because of the political situation, the job 

was not an easy one, but it was the newcomer, Brother Trudo, who man-

aged to Africanize the teaching staff of the institute.  The burden was 

quite heavy for Brother Trudo, who, in 1975, welcomed the proposal of 

serving for one year as a science teacher at St. John's High School in 

Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. 

 

When he returned to Belgium in 1976, he reassumed his teaching career 

at the Institute in Bruges.  He kept his classroom work on a part-time ba-

sis, even after his election as a provincial of the Belgian Province. 
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Throughout the Congregation, Brother Trudo was a well-known and 

highly respected confrere.  It is true, he did things his own way, some-

times giving the impression that these ways were a bit eccentric.  Such 

was the case when he did not opt for membership of the only “Intention-

al Group” in Belgium, but preferred to join the group in England. 

 

It was in view of that group's forthcoming meeting at Mayfield, that 

Brother Trudo traveled to England on Friday morning, October 15, 

1999.  Making a stop-over at Twickenham, he was welcomed there by 

one English Brother and five American confreres.  According to an 

eyewitness, “Trudo was in excellent spirits”.  But before the end of din-

ner he had a severe heart attack.  He was taken to the West Middlesex 

University Hospital in nearby Isleworth, where he was pronounced dead. 

 

Hundreds of relatives and friends attended his funeral mass in Our La-

dy's parish church in Bruges, Saturday morning, October 23.  There 

were numerous expressions of sympathy in letters, faxes, e-mail and tel-

ephone calls.  It was clear that this dedicated Brother had influenced the 

lives of many people.  Having heard of Brother Trudo's death, one of his 

Congolese former students wrote from France: “Il était mon père spiritu-

el”—“he was my spiritual father”.  In this sentence the feelings of many 

were summarized who had enjoyed the privilege of sounding the pro-

found spiritual source of Brother Trudo's life and service. 
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O C T O B E R   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER FELIX  (Joseph Kerckhoffs) 

Born:  Aachen, Germany, December 17, 1838 

Died:  Mayfield, England, October 16, 1914 

 

On March 31, 1858, Wednesday in Holy Week, Joseph Kerckhoffs, who 

as Brother Felix was to wear the Xaverian habit for fifty-six years, ar-

rived at "Het Walletje."  A few months before his death, he wrote his 

recollections:  "My first impression was a most favorable one.  Our 

revered Founder took me around the garden, and I saw the Brothers hard 

at work and in the strictest silence.  On Good Friday, dinner was served 

at three, preceded by discipline.  The weaklings--I was one of them--had 

their dinner at  twelve." 

 

 

BROTHER MATTHIAS  (Martin L. Boutlier) 

Born:  Lingan, Cape Breton Island, Canada, July 11, 1872 

Died:  Peabody, Massachusetts, October 16, 1944 

 

Brother Matthias, the brother of Brother Amandus (March 13), stood six 

feet four, weighed two hundred twenty-five, and was all coordinated 

muscle.   For thirty-eight years during the administrations of Brother 

Dominic and Brother Paul at St. Mary's Industrial School, life at this in-

stitution revolved around him.  At one time the school population was in 

the 900's, and many of these young men had been sent there by the 

courts.  The toughest quailed before "Big Matt," but they freely admitted 

his fairness.  Like his co-laborer, Brother Sebastian (July 8), Brother 

Matthias had the facts before he took action.  The role Brother Matthias 

played in the sports career of one St. Mary's alumnus, George Herman 

"Babe" Ruth, is legendary in the annals of Xaverianism. 
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O C T O B E R   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN HICKEY (Brother Mitchell) 

Born:  New York City, September 8, 1931 

Died:  Waltham, Massachusetts, October 16, 2011  

 

Brother John, a native New Yorker and graduate of Cardinal Hayes HS 

in the Bronx, entered the Xaverian Brothers in September 1949, and, on 

the Feast of St. Joseph 1950, was invested in the Xaverian habit and giv-

en the name Brother Mitchell. John was one of those young Brothers 

sent out to the missions prior to having the opportunity to complete his 

undergraduate education. His first mission was at Baltimore’s St. Pat-

rick’s Parish from 1952-58, where he taught grade school while attend-

ing classes at Loyola College. In 1958, like many of the 8
th

 grade boys at 

St. Patrick’s, he went cross town to Mount St. Joseph, Irvington, where 

he taught and coached until being transferred to Flaget High School, 

Louisville from 1962-66, followed by a short two-year stint teaching at 

St. Joe’s Prep, Bardstown. John’s longest assignment was at Our Lady 

of Good Counsel HS where he taught history and social studies for 16 

years from 1968-1984. 

 

In 1984, John accepted the request of the provincial to join the leader-

ship team at the newly renovated retirement home, Ryken House, at St. 

Xavier’s, Louisville. Here John’s gift of kindness and compassion was 

shared with his elderly and infirm Brothers who knew, like John’s for-

mer students, that behind his raspy voice and gruff exterior was one of 

the kindest and compassionate of Xaverians. 

 

 John finished his service at Ryken House in 1991 and then began his ca-

reer of working with the down and out and those suffering from addic-

tions. He served at Holden Hall, Baltimore, a Catholic Charities facility 

for formerly homeless and disabled men from 1991-1994, and at Assisi 

Bridge House, Schriever (Houma), Louisiana, a substance abuse center 

and halfway house administered by Catholic Charities, from 1994-1999, 



642 

when he joined the community at Orangeburg, South Carolina and vol-

unteered at Cooperative Church Ministries of Orangeburg, an interfaith 

outreach center.   

 

When the community residence in Orangeburg closed in 2003, John 

joined the Shore Road community at Xaverian HS, Brooklyn. In 2007, 

however, with signs of dementia beginning to show, John joined the 

community at Xaverian House, Danvers where he remained until need-

ing more skilled care and was transferred to Maristhill.  After a long pe-

riod of suffering as a result of dementia, Brother John passed away 

peacefully while in hospice care at Maristhill Nursing Center in Wal-

tham, Massachusetts. 
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O C T O B E R   1 8 

 

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH PATRICK  (Charles Walsh) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, December 19, 1906 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, October 18, 1990 

 

Brother Joseph Patrick was the fourth of six children.  Two of his broth-

ers became Augustinians, the order that had charge of the three Catholic 

churches for English-speaking people in Lawrence proper at that time 

with St. Mary's being the largest.  One of his sisters 

joined the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur who had operated St. Mary's 

School for the girls of the parish since 1859.  The Xaverian Brothers 

opened the parish boys' school, actually a renovated church, in 1889.  

One of Brother Joseph Patrick's teachers in Lawrence was Brother Jo-

seph Walsh (September 13) who spent twenty-four years in Lawrence.  

After graduation from St. Mary's in 1920, Brother Joseph Patrick trav-

eled to the juniorate at Old Point Comfort.  With the opening of the new 

St. Joseph's Juniorate in 1923, he spent his senior year in Peabody which 

was much closer to home.  It was back to Old Point the following year 

for the beginning of novitiate.  Brother Joseph Patrick began his teach-

ing career at the age of nineteen at St. Paul's Academy in Portsmouth, 

Virginia.  From that beginning in 1926 until 1961, he had a total of nine 

assignments in what was then an extensive list of elementary schools 

staffed by the Brothers.  At two of these missions, St. Patrick's in Lowell 

(January, 1946, until St. Patrick's closed in June of 1947) and St. Jo-

seph's in Somerville (1947 to 1953), Brother Joseph Patrick served as 

both Superior and Principal.  From 1953 to 1961, he was stationed at the 

Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands as Principal and Assistant 

Superintendent.  When the home closed in 1961 to make way for the 

new novitiate, he moved to St. John's Prep in Danvers where he man-

aged the bookstore and served as school and community sacristan.  By 

this time illnesses began to surface which would plague him the rest of 

his life.  Brother Joseph Patrick became a frequent patient at Hunt Me-
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morial Hospital in Danvers, and in the spring of 1989 when more con-

stant care was needed, he was moved to the Twin Oaks Nursing Home, 

also in Danvers, where he served on the residents' council and visited 

other patients less well-off than he.  Brother Joseph Patrick died shortly 

after the inroads of diabetes necessitated the amputation of a leg.  He 

was eighty-three years of age and had been a Xaverian Brother for sixty-

six years. 

 

O C T O B E R    1 9 

 

 

BROTHER GILBERT  (Philip F. Cairnes) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, July 8, 1884 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, October 19, 1947 

 

Brother Gilbert and his blood brother, Brother Samuel (August 27), 

served the Congregation for forty-six and forty-nine years respectively.  

Raised in a family of twelve children, Philip Cairnes was nine years old 

when St. Joseph's Parochial School in Union Square, Somerville, was 

opened by the Brothers in 1893.  Eight years later, in February of 1901, 

he would be one of the first of a long line of St. Joseph's graduates who 

entered the Xaverian novitiate.  Brother Gilbert's first teaching assign-

ment, from 1903 to 1908, was in Louisville where he conducted classes 

in English and math.  Nine years at Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore fol-

lowed.  During this time Brother Gilbert was one of the first of ours to 

earn a Masters degree; this was in 1916 and from Catholic University.  

He was also a superlative baseball coach, and in 1915 his Mount nine 

played against collegiate teams from Boston College, Fordham Universi-

ty, Holy Cross, Georgetown, and NYU.  Brother Gilbert was instrumen-

tal in directing St. Mary's alumnus "Babe" Ruth to the major leagues.  

While at the Mount, Brother Gilbert also took the fourth vow of stability 

which, until its discontinuance in 1917, could be taken by a Brother pro-

fessed for ten years or more.  The vow was a symbolic binding of the 

Brother to the Congregation and also entitled him to active and passive 

voice in elections.  Brother Gilbert also had his share of administrative 
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posts; he was the founding Principal and Superior at Assumption Acad-

emy in Utica in 1917, Mission High School in Roxbury in 1926 (where 

his Boston terrier "Mugsie" became a part of Xaverian folklore), and 

Malden Catholic in 1932 where the football stadium was named in his 

honor.  For thirty years he was a delegate to each Provincial Chapter and 

was twice a member of the General Chapter in Bruges (1937 and 1947).  

Brother Gilbert was gifted with the ability to speak; he worked magic 

with words and was a splendid conversationalist and raconteur.  He was 

a much sought-after speaker for Communion breakfasts and club meet-

ings.  For the last eight years of his life (1939 to 1947), Brother Gilbert 

taught at Keith Academy in Lowell.  It was there that he suffered a heart 

attack during the final meditation on the monthly day of recollection.  

He was sixty-three at the time of his death.  Bishop John Wright, another 

gifted orator, delivered the eulogy at his funeral.  Brother Gilbert's was 

the great heart; anybody in or out of community could enlist his assis-

tance. 

 

 

 

O C T O B E R   1 9 

 

 

 

BROTHER RICARDUS  (John P. Harding) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, March 10, 1909 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, October 19, 1964 

 

John Harding  enrolled as a freshman at St. John's High School in 

Worcester in 1925 when he was sixteen.  A  single year with the Broth-

ers determined his vocation, and in 1926 he transferred to the Juniorate 

in Peabody.  He received the habit and the name Ricardus on August 15, 

1929.  He was a second year novice in 1930 at a time when the Congre-

gation was expanding its program of educational training for the Broth-

ers.  Consequently he enrolled with the pioneer class of seven Xaverian 

undergraduates at Catholic University.  For a year they lived in a rented 
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house on Newton Street and then moved to Kinkora.  Life at Xaverian 

College in those early days was rather primitive, but the young scholas-

tics found it zestful as they commuted daily to classes at the University 

in a wheezy old bus.  It was usually "Ric" who  drove the bus and pro-

vided the chills.  Graduating in 1934, he began a teaching career that 

would last the next thirty years.  His field was Latin and Greek.  Often 

enough, carried away with his teaching, his voice would rise to a volume 

that burst the narrow bounds of the classroom and re-echoed in the cor-

ridors.  A casual passerby always knew in what part of Gaul Caesar's le-

gions were marching.  Eighteen of Brother Ricardus' thirty teaching 

years were spent at Mt. St. Joseph's where he was also involved as Di-

rector of Athletics and coach of ice hockey and tennis.  Successful as a 

coach, he nevertheless was so nervous and excitable that he would fre-

quently find it impossible to watch a game through.  Apparently com-

pletely recovered from several touch-and-go operations, he was carrying 

a full teaching load at Keith Academy when he was found dead in bed of 

an acute coronary thrombosis.  He was fifty-five years of age and had 

been with us thirty-five years. 

 

 

BROTHER RODERICK  (Samuel J. Hannaford) 

Born:  Walpole, Massachusetts, October 11, 1909 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 19, 1970 

 

Brother Roderick's first assignment was at St. Matthew's in Brooklyn 

from 1930 to 1932.  It ended suddenly when he was placed on the sick 

list with what was diagnosed as an advanced case of tuberculosis.  Pro-

nounced fit after a year, he returned to the classroom and spent the next 

eighteen years at Holy Cross in Brooklyn.  Altogether he taught in 

Brooklyn for twenty-six years, including six years at St. Michael's Dioc-

esan High School.  His last assignment was at St. Joseph's Grammar 

School in New Milford, New Jersey.  He was back doing what he liked 

best.  Complications worsened a heart condition, and he was placed on 

the sick list.  His last year was one of hospitals and rest homes. 
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O C T O B E R   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER PADRAIC  (John J. Fitzpatrick) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, January 2, 1917 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 19, 1984 

 

Brother Padraic died at Methodist Hospital in Louisville three months 

after sustaining severe internal injuries in a freak automobile accident in 

Houston, Texas.  A cinderblock, dislodged from a passing truck, crashed 

through the windshield of an auto in which Brother Padraic was a pas-

senger and struck him in the face.  His torturous struggle to survive 

touched every member of both American provinces, for "Paddy" was a 

favorite with all.  Born in Brooklyn, New York, he lived from age four 

to age nine in Ireland on a farm outside of Ennis.  After graduating from 

St. Joseph's Juniorate in Peabody, he entered the Sacred Heart Novitiate 

at Fortress Monroe on January 6, 1936, four days after his nineteenth 

birthday.  He pronounced his final vows on August 15, 1941.  Upon 

graduation from Catholic University, Brother Padraic taught at St. Xavi-

er's in Louisville from 1941 to 1944, St. John's Prep in Danvers from 

1944 to 1954, Archbishop Stepinac High School in White Plains from 

1954 to 1959, and at Xaverian High School in Brooklyn for the remain-

ing twenty-five years of his life.  At Xaverian he taught mathematics, 

served as a sophomore guidance counselor, and was moderator of the 

baseball team.  "Paddy" was always available to anyone in need.  His 

humility, his gentleness, his sensitivity and genuine concern drew people 

to him like a magnet.  At the time of his death, he was sixty-seven years 

of age and had spent forty-eight years in community.  Brother Padraic is 

the first Brother to be buried in the Xaverian cemetery plot on Staten Is-

land, New York. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   2 0 
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BROTHER CHRISTOPHER  (William E. Montgomery) 

Born:  Springfield, Kentucky, January 23, 1870 

Died:  Bardstown, Kentucky, October 20, 1951 

 

Brother Christopher, a diamond jubilarian, spent the last half of his reli-

gious life at St. Joseph's in Bardstown.  Here he acted as a part-time pre-

fect although his other assignment, managing the farm, was a full-time 

one.  He did not wish to give up contact with the boys.  As a part of his 

diamond jubilee celebration, he toured all the houses of the American 

Province.  To most of the Brothers he was a stranger, but he did not have 

to be identified:  a perpetual wink was his trademark. 

 

 

BROTHER PETER JULIAN (Clement I. Coskren) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, January 22, 1906 

Died:  Northbridge, Massachusetts, October 20, 1987 

 

A product of the public elementary schools in Lawrence and St. Joseph's 

Juniorate in Peabody, Clement Coskren entered the Novitiate at Fortress 

Monroe in September of 1924 and took the name Peter Julian.  To his 

family he would always be "Uncle Clem;" to his Brothers in religion he 

was "Big Pete" to distinguish him from two of his co-workers at Newton 

Highlands, Brothers Peter Celestine Fahey and Peter Gaskin.  Slightly 

more than half of Brother Peter Julian's religious life--thirty-two of six-

ty-three years--would be spent caring for the homeless and underprivi-

leged at Xaverian-staffed institutions, namely St. Mary's Industrial 

School (thirteen years), the Working Boys' Home (fourteen years), and 

the CYO Home in Detroit (five years as Superior and Superintendent), 

as well as brief stays at St. Patrick's School in Baltimore and Mt. Loretto 

on Staten Island.  His contemporaries remember vividly the splendid 

rapport he had, in the tradition of Brother Matthias Boutlier, with the 

larger, tougher boys.  It was not just that they were in awe of his physi-

cal strength and athletic prowess, but they knew in him they had a friend 
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and mentor, a true brother.  Beginning in 1961 and continuing until a 

half-year before his death, Brother Peter Julian fell into the category of 

the "working brother"--the non-teaching Xaverian.  He would be the last 

of that great tradition, the cutter of grass, the plower of snow, the driver 

of errands at Newton Highlands, Westwood, and for almost eighteen 

years at St. John's High School in Shrewsbury.  Even after the first of a 

series of strokes which would eventually kill him, he made his way to 

the garage at St. John's, confident he could still mow the lawns if only 

someone would help him on and off the tractor.  He spent his final 

months first at the Shrewsbury and then at the Beaumont Nursing Home 

where he lingered in a coma for weeks after a massive stroke.  This ex-

emplary Xaverian and prodigious worker died three months before his 

eighty-second birthday. 
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O C T O B E R   2 0 

 

BROTHER OSMUND (Denis Roberts) 

Born:  Letterkenny, Ireland, February 21, 1918 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky,  October 20, 2011 

 

Entering the Congregation in 1935, Osmund was a Xaverian Brother for 

76 years. A native of County Donegal in Ireland, Osmund was a product 

of the Jesuit Grammar School in Tottenham, London. His entire profes-

sional career as a Xaverian was spent as a teacher in prep schools and 

grammar schools. His list of assignments will sound familiar to those 

cognizant of the history of the English Province: Brighton, Bootle, Fox-

hunt, Hartlepool, Manchester, and Mayfield. He also spent two years as 

a missionary in Mzede, Nyasaland, in Central Africa. His main subject 

area was Geography, but the Certificate in Plane Surveying he received 

in 1952 from the Manchester Technical School would be put to good use 

in his hobbies later in life.  

 

In 1979, Brother Osmund retired to the community in Twickenham 

where he remained until 2002, when he and three other English Brothers 

came to the US. It was in Twickenham that Osmund had the opportunity 

to put his skills to use, sometimes to the dismay of Superiors General, 

who would leave the Twickenham community (which was also serving 

as the Generalate) for visitation in the States or Africa only to come 

home and find bore holes dug and the latest phase of an underground ir-

rigation system functioning. When asked by the local newspaper why he 

was accessing the underground aquifer to create an irrigation system in a 

climate accustomed to frequent rain, Osmund surmised it was man’s in-

nate need to penetrate that was the unconscious motivation. 

 

In addition to his hobby of digging and surveying, which he did on his 

various excursions around the English countryside, Osmund, in his own 

somewhat eccentric fashion, also ministered to the elderly and the peo-

ple of the neighborhood of Strawberry Hill and parishioners of the 

Church of St. James, Twickenham.  
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When he left the UK for Louisville, Kentucky in 2002, he was under 

strict orders from the General Superior not to break the crust of the 

earth. Unlike previous times when similar instructions had been given, 

this time Osmund was obedient. Rather than digging bore holes, he re-

turned to the surveying skills he learned at Manchester Technical and 

did a complete survey of the St. Xavier High School property with his 

own home-made surveying equipment. His contentment with surveying 

the grounds was elevated to the near point of ecstasy when the school 

started their campus renovation project, the first phase of which was 

blasting rock quarries beneath the level of the earth. Workmen knew that 

prior to hitting the detonator button for the mini underground explosions, 

they would have to make sure that Brother Osmund was not peering 

down the hole where the dynamite had recently been placed.  

 

There are many stories of adventure associated with Brother Osmund, 

some of which should not be told in polite company, but behind his ec-

centricities was a kind and faithful man. He knew the buttons he could 

push to get a reaction out of certain Brothers, but none done with mali-

cious intent. The huge smile that would sweep across his face after one 

of his infamous prayers of petition was evidence that all was in fun and 

that beneath his desire to elicit a reaction was a serious intention from 

the day’s news that needed prayer and God’s intercession. Brother 

Osmund accepted the need to relocate from England to the US with 

equanimity. It was the same equanimity he exhibited when he was no 

longer able to care for himself and was in need of skilled nursing care.  

He died at the age of 93 in his 76th year as a Xaverian Brother. 

 

 

  



652 

O C T O B E R   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER FELIX  (Bernard McClemens) 

Born:  Liverpool, England, January 19, 1902 

Died:  Deeping St. James, England, October 21, 1922 

 

Entering in April, 1918, when the novitiate was temporarily housed at 

Rottingdean, Brother Felix completed his training at the newly-acquired 

novitiate at Deeping St. James.  He pronounced vows on December 3, 

1920.  Sickly, he spent some time at Mayfield and then, when his trouble 

was diagnosed as tuberculosis, he went to the sanitorium at Brompton.  

Sensing that he would not recover, he asked to be taken back to the 

community.  He died in his twenty-first year and was buried at Deeping 

St. James in the village cemetery adjacent to the old pre-Reformation 

Church. 

 

 

BROTHER HUGO  (Francis Riemis) 

Born:  Torhout, Belgium, March 11, 1909 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, October 21, 1933 

 

Brother Hugo was with us for only a little over two years.  Entering on 

September 18, 1931, when he was twenty-two, he received the habit on 

St. Joseph's Day in 1932.  A year and seven months later he was dead at 

the country place in Sint Michiels.  He had made a deathbed profession. 

 

 

BROTHER QUENTIN  (Robert Gerard Murray) 

Born:  Newark, New Jersey, October 21, 1897 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, October 21, 1988 

 

From 1910 to 1921 the Brothers conducted the classes for the older boys 

at St. James Parochial School in Newark, New Jersey.  One graduate, 

Robert Murray, would spend seventy-one years with us as Brother 
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Quentin.   After completing his high school training at Old Point Com-

fort, Brother Quentin entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's in 1917.  

Less than six months later he was teaching the fifth grade at St. Mary's 

in Lawrence.  His love for walking was put to good use during the three 

years he spent at St. John's in Worcester and the twelve years at Malden 

Catholic, for at both of these locations, the Brothers' house was a good 

distance from the school.  His longest assignment, from 1928 to 1945, 

was at St. Michael's in Brooklyn.  It was during this time that he was 

able to earn his BS degree from St. John's University.  Brother Quentin 

was a well-liked and efficient teacher, and many of his former students 

wrote to him regularly in his last years.  While teaching at Archbishop 

Stepinac in White Plains in the late 1950's, he underwent radical surgery 

for cancer of the colon, the effects of which he bore for twenty-seven 

years.  Brother Quentin spent twenty-four years at Xaverian High in 

Brooklyn before moving to Ryken House in 1984 where he endeared 

himself to the employees with the oft-repeated questions:  What time is 

it? (he had four clocks in his room); Where is everybody?; What time is 

Mass tomorrow?; and Why do those guys spend so much time in bed?  

Attempts to rationalize with him on the last question would often result 

in the enunciation of challenging philosophical principles, such as "The 

only ones with a natural right to sleep in daylight hours are infants and 

night watchmen."  Brother Quentin died on the morning of his ninty-first 

birthday, two days after exploratory surgery at Methodist Hospital re-

vealed malignant tumors on his gall bladder and liver.  

 

O C T O B E R   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER JOACHIM (Thomas Joseph Neylon) 

Born: Somerville, Massachusetts, April 12, 1910 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, October 21, 2002 

 

Brother Joachim was one of the many Somerville boys who found his 

vocation with the Xaverian Brothers.  Inspired by his teachers at Saint 

Joseph School, he entered our Juniorate, graduating from Saint Joseph’s 
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Juniorate in 1927.  Brother Joachim was the product of a devout Catho-

lic family which produced two Xaverian Brothers and two Sisters of 

Notre Dame de Namur.  His brother, Brother John Baptist (March 17), 

preceded him in death. 

 

During his long teaching career Brother Joachim taught English, Ger-

man and math at a number of our schools.  Beginning his career in 1928 

at Saint X, he returned to Saint X twice more giving nineteen years of 

his life in ministry to that school.  Through the years he taught at Leon-

ard Hall, Saint John’s Prep, Saint Michael’s, Archbishop Stepinac, 

Mount Saint Joseph, Notre Dame in Utica and finally at Xaverian Broth-

ers High School in Westwood.  

 

His former students remember him as a very kind and gentle man.  

When Xaverian House was being refurbished, some of the Brothers at 

Xaverian House, including Joachim, traveled south to Louisville to take 

up temporary residence at Ryken House.  Given his nineteen years at 

Saint X, Brother Joachim thought it would be good to bring with him his 

grade books for the years he was stationed at Saint X.  He had kept the 

grade book for every class he had ever taught.  On several occasions the 

President of Saint X brought some of his “old boys” to the Ryken House 

to see Brother Joachim.  While he could not remember their names, once 

they gave him the year that he taught them and the subject, he reminded 

them of their grade.  To one gentleman, himself in his early seventies, 

Brother Joachim said, “You did very well in English, but not so well in 

geometry.”  On leaving Ryken House, the alumnus said, “I can’t tell you 

how much it meant to me to see Brother Joachim and what warm memo-

ries seeing him provoked.”   

 

Brother Joachim died at the Shaughnessy Rehabilitation Center in Sa-

lem, Massachusetts at the age of 92 in the 75
th

 year of his religious life 

as a Xaverian Brother.                              
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O C T O B E R   2 3 

 

 

BROTHER CONRARDUS  (William Voght) 

Born:  Arenshausen, Prussia, December 23, 1842 

Died:  Sint-Michiels, Belgium, October 23, 1909 

 

Brother Conrardus entered in 1876 when he was thirty-four.  Well-

educated, he lacked the ability to teach a group.  Most of his work was 

confined to tutoring.  The infirmities of old age put him on the retired 

list at Sint-Michiels where he slept in the Lord two months before his 

sixty-seventh birthday. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   2 4 

 

 

BROTHER FELIX  (Henry Greive) 

Born:  Ascheberg, Germany, March 24, 1822 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, October 24, 1857 

 

Henry Greive joined in July, 1851, when he was twenty-nine.  He re-

ceived the habit on Candlemas Day in 1852 and chose the name Felix.  

He died on October 24, 1857, after a lingering illness,  There were oth-

ers in the infirmary about whom the Founder was worried:  Brother An-

dreas Kemmerer (November 4, 1857), Brother Anselm Bradley (January 

27, 1858), and little Henry Hagemann (January 26, 1858), brother of 

Brother Matthias (June 4, 1902) and Brother Anselmus (July 18, 1890).  

All three succumbed.  The world-wide epidemic of tuberculosis was re-

sponsible for 400 deaths in every 100,000 of population in European and 

American cities. 

 

 

BROTHER ALOYSIUS  (Francis Hollingshead) 
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Born:  London, England, October 12, 1885 

Died:  Mayfield, England, October 24, 1950 

 

Brother Aloysius entered on March 20, 1901.  When he died shortly af-

ter his sixty-fifth birthday, he was within months of having spent fifty 

years in the Congregation.  His great love was Mayfield where he con-

tributed much toward building the Cadet Corps which is government-

sponsored and the recipient of a grant-in-aid.  During his Superiorship 

he provided the excellent living quarters for the community.  He was the 

one who pushed through the purchase of the Mayfield property from the 

Leeds Foundation Trustee Funds.  A loan of approximately 10,000 

pounds from the National Bank was involved in the transaction. 
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O C T O B E R   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER JEROME  (William Mary Tipping) 

Born:  Alston, Lancashire, England, October 5, 1845 

Died:  Mayfield, England, October 25, 1902 

 

Brother Jerome entered in 1869 in his twenty-fourth year and died as a 

result of a stroke a few weeks after his fifty-seventh birthday.  Superior 

at Mayfield when he died, he had been Superior at Hammersmith.  As 

one of the stalwarts of the early English Province, he was chosen with 

Brothers Matthias Hagemann (June 4), Aloysius Ireland (September 6), 

and Cuthbert Unwin (July 13) to serve as assistants under Brother Ga-

briel Coene (October 4) who took over as Provincial in September, 

1895.  Brother Jerome had a nephew with us, the late Brother Sylvester 

Wearden (May 23). 

 

 

BROTHER ALBERT  (Peter M. Griffies) 

Born:  St. John's, Newfoundland, August 1, 1884 

Died:  Old Point Comfort, Virginia, October 25, 1956 

 

Brother Albert entered our novitiate in late 1902 when he was eighteen.  

With his resonant voice, his portly dignity, and his Old World courtesy, 

diminutive Brother Albert could have played the role of the ambassador 

from Lilliput.  Of his fifty-four years in the Congregation, twenty-three 

of them were devoted to the underprivileged boys at St. Mary's Industri-

al School, Baltimore.  His was a Christ-like kindness.  His other mis-

sions included Leonardtown, Newport News, St. Joseph's in Detroit, St. 

X and St. Lawrence Home in Louisville, and the Mount, St. James 

Home, and St. Patrick's in Baltimore.  In his retirement, spent at the no-

vitiate at Old Point, Brother Albert was the source of edification to the 

coming generation by his devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. 
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BROTHER REMBERT  (Thomas F. Cunningham) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, November 4, 1881 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 25, 1959 

 

On April 4, 1912, during the provincialate of Brother Isidore Kuppel, 

Thomas Cunningham entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's.  He was 

in his thirty-first year, having first worked in Chicago and then in Garri-

son, New York, as secretary to Father James Paul Francis when that 

priest was endeavoring to found the Atonement Fathers.  Brother 

Rembert received the habit at the close of the annual retreat that July 

4th.  Six weeks later he was assigned to St. John's in Danvers.  After 

four years in the business office, he went to East Boston where he began 

at the Fitton School a teaching career that in thirty seven years took him 

through twenty of our missions with only three of them repeats.  In his 

seventy-second year he retired to St. John's in Danvers where he died a 

few days before his seventy-eighth birthday.  He spent the last two years 

in the infirmary slipping out of this life very quietly as the Brothers re-

cited the prayers for the dying. 

 

 

 

O C T O B E R   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER RUPERT  (Raymond E. Kemp) 

Born:  Landis Store, Pennsylvania, November 20, 1885 

Died:  Leonardtown, Maryland, October 25, 1970 

 

Brother Rupert's first assignment, from 1908 to 1937, was at St. Mary's 

Industrial School where, standing on a chair, he prefected several hun-

dred boys in the dining room.  He also managed the so-called "house" 

tailor shop.  With the phasing out of St. Mary's, he exercised his talents 

as a master craftsman at the novitiate, Xaverian College, and the 

Juniorate.  His "I fix" meant just that.  He died in his sleep a month be-
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fore his eighty-fifth birthday.  He had been a Xaverian for sixty-four 

years. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   2 5  

 

 

BROTHER AMBROSE (James Brett) 

Born: Crook, England, August 20, 1919 

Died: Middlesex Hospital, London, England, October 25, 1995 

 

James Brett was born in the vocation-rich northeast of England in the 

town of Crook.  Although there were no Xaverian schools in that area, 

when he was fifteen, a brother on a recruiting mission came to his school 

and Jim decided that he wanted to join the brothers.  When he told the 

nun who was teaching the class, she told him not even to think of it be-

cause he was not strong enough to cope with such an arduous vocation.  

His mother, however, thought that he should be given a chance and he 

entered the juniorate and later the novitiate at Deeping and persevered 

for 59 years. 

 

Brother Ambrose had more than his share of serious illness in his life.  

As a child he contracted osteomyelitis and it was expected that he would 

lose a leg.  Expert surgery in Newcastle saved the leg, and with much 

patient determination, he forced himself to walk without artificial sup-

port.    Early in his teaching career at Brighton, he suffered another  an-

other setback so serious that the students in the school were asked to 

pray that he might not die.  He finally recovered, and once he was strong 

enough to walk, he went to all the classrooms to thank the students for 

their prayers. 

 

Besides teaching at Brighton, his assignments brought him to Manches-

ter, Clapham, Foxhunt, West Hartlepool and Mayfield where he excelled 

not only in the classroom, but also in providing examples of leadership, 

respect and friendship to students in various activities outside the class-
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room.  While he loved listening to music and the study of history, he al-

so loved working in the outdoors as a gardener.  In the fifteen years of 

his retirement he spent many hours in the gardens at Bradley House 

making them more beautiful for others as well as himself. 

 

About a year before his death he underwent a very serious operation for 

cancer.  Once again he made a good recovery, but this time the energy 

did not return and he had to give up his beloved gardening and content 

himself with short walks around the house a few times a day.  Quite 

suddenly the cancer attacked again while on a visit to the Generalate at 

Twickenham.  He was hospitalized there and died calmly, peacefully 

and prayerfully.  He was buried in the brothers’ plot at Mayfield. 

 

 

O C T O B E R   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER BARTHOLOMEW VARDEN (Matthew Varden) 

Born  Elmira, New York, March 25, 1909 

Died  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 25, 1997 

 

Brother Bartholomew Varden loved life; he loved the Varden family, the 

Xaverian Brothers, everybody,  it seems; and all in turn, loved him. He 

was a Xaverian favorite, a great community man who could "get a table 

on a roar" with his hilarious anecdotes. No person with prodigious tal-

ents was more self-effacing. Only when prodded would he mention the 

honors and the accomplishments he had gained. No wonder that this 

Utica boy from Assumption High School would become a brilliant 

teacher of math in many schools and  headmaster at Mt. St. Joseph in 

Baltimore. 

 

He had a great affection for his Alma Mater, Catholic University where 

he earned two degrees. But it was as president of Xaverian College, and 

as provincial of the St. Joseph Province that he gained his reputation as a 

legendary Xaverian. He later became Superintendent of Schools for the 
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Archdiocese of Boston, served on fifteen professional organizations and 

was an esteemed and popular member of the National Catholic Educa-

tional Association and the National Conference of American Bishops. 

Add to this scant resume of brilliant achievements:  Brother Bartholo-

mew was a wonderful human being, a generous host, a loving confrère 

and an idol to a host of admiring friends. 

 

Ask any contemporary about Bartholomew and he would undoubtedly 

say, Bart was a genius and most of all—he was one of the most admired 

Xaverians who ever lived. He died of a heart ailment at the age of 87. 
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O C T O B E R   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER ALPHONSE  (Joseph Tomballe) 

Born:  Otrange, Belgium, October 29, 1816 

Born:  Preston, England, October 26, 1871 

 

Brother Alphonse was not yet twenty-four on June 11, 1840, when he ar-

rived at the little house in Ezelstraat.  Brother Ignatius had been in resi-

dence for several days.  In 1848 he was the pioneer Superior at Bury.  

When the community moved in 1850 to St. Augustine's in Manchester, 

he went back to Bruges to prepare for a mission to America that did not 

materialize.  For the next decade he was the Founder's Vicar, but he did 

not always approve of the sudden improvisations.  In 1861 Brother Vin-

cent reassigned him to England.  He died a month before the Founder 

and was buried in the little Catholic cemetery at Brownedge, Bamber 

Bridge, six miles out in the country from Preston. 

 

 

BROTHER CHARLES  (Edward Brosnan) 

Born:  Castle Island, Ireland, December 18, 1866 

Died:  Richmond, Virginia, October 26, 1911 

 

Brother Charles was born in Ireland, but he was living in New York 

when he joined us at the age of twenty.  He was missioned at St. Pat-

rick's in Louisville, Norfolk, Richmond, and for a number of years at St. 

John's in Worcester.  He was Superior of the community at Richmond 

when he died at the age of forty-five.  Brother Julian wrote of him:  "In 

point of effective zeal he had no peers.  To any Superior, where altar boy 

training was part of the regular duties, he was a treasure.  He was a big-

hearted man who carried sunshine with him wherever he went." 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 372. 
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BROTHER VALERE  (Valere Declercq) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, February 16, 1913 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, October 26, 1933 

 

As a youngster, the future Brother Valere attended St. James Parochial 

School on Ezelstraat in Bruges where we had been in charge since 1875.  

He became a postulant in February, 1929, and a Xaverian Brother that 

September 8th.  While he was in attendance at the normal school in 

Torhout, he contracted typhus and died at St. John's Hospital in Bruges 

in his twenty-first year.  His was the second death in the Belgian Prov-

ince in five days (Brother Hugo, October 21). 

 

 

 



664 

O C T O B E R   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER LEONARD  (Eduard Van Nieuwenborgh) 

Born:  Lille, France, January 6, 1896 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, October 26, 1960 

 

Entering in Bruges as an aspirant in 1907 when he was eleven, Brother 

Leonard was professed on New Year's Day, 1917, Belgium's darkest 

hour.  He went out to the Congo with the second caravan in 1933.  

Called home after World War II for reasons of health, he taught at 

Houthulst and at Heist.  Relieved of classroom duties, he did domestic 

work at the Institute until arteriosclerosis invalided him to the country 

place at Sint Michiels.  He died in his sixty-fifth year at St. Joseph's 

Hospital in Bruges.  Brother Leonard is remembered for his infectious 

smile, his bubbling gaiety, and his deep religious spirit. 

 

 

BROTHER JOYCE  (Paul Brice Dolan) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, August 11, 1913 

Died:  Saugus, Massachusetts, October 26, 1986 

 

Paul Dolan left Keith Academy, Lowell, in 1929, for the Juniorate in 

Peabody.  On January 7, 1931, he went to the novitiate at Fortress Mon-

roe to begin what would be fifty-five years of service to the Brothers.  

Although his name in religion was Joyce, he is better remembered as 

"Doc" by those who knew him.  Brother Joyce received his M.S. degree 

from Catholic University in 1941, and three years later he began teach-

ing the scholastics at Xaverian College, Silver Spring.  Brother Joyce is 

best remembered for his shock of premature white hair and a host of ec-

centricities.  His classmates at XC recall that he would hide in a closet 

during a thunderstorm.  The Brothers at Newton Highlands and St. 

John's Prep during his later years remember his penchant, almost phobia, 

for collecting things.  His room was packed with a glorious collection of 

tools, old clocks, radios, luggage, etc.  More importantly, however, 



665 

"Doc" Joyce will be remembered for the many hours he would spend in 

chapel daily, praying and carrying out his duties as sacristan, and for his 

outstanding kindness and great willingness to do anyone a favor.  In his 

later years, the tremors from which he suffered for some thirty years 

were coupled with a kidney disorder; this resulted in his admittance to 

the Louise Caroline Nursing Home in Saugus where he died at the age of 

seventy-three.  During his active teaching career, Brother Joyce taught 

science in our schools in Louisville, Roxbury, Lowell, Worcester, White 

Plains and Westwood. 
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O C T O B E R   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES PATRICK CLIFTON (Brother Constantine) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, February 15, 1931 

Died:  Santa Fe, New Mexico, October 26, 2003 

 

One of the great scholars which the Congregation produced in the 20
th

 

century, James Patrick Clifton entered the community from Saint Tere-

sa’s in Brooklyn and the juniorate. Receiving the Holy Habit and the 

name Constantine on the Feast of Saint Joseph in 1950, Jim completed 

his Bachelor’s degree at Catholic University in 1955 and remained on at 

Catholic University to do graduate work, achieving an STL in 1959.  He 

and his friend, Brother Columban Conway, who also remained at Catho-

lic University to do graduate work, were referred to as the “Hot House 

Tomatoes” since they were kept on at Xaverian College for graduate 

work.  Jim began his teaching career at Our Lady of Good Counsel in 

1959, moving to Ryken High School in 1961.  From 1963 until 1965 he 

was on the staff of Xaverian College before leaving for Rome to do fur-

ther graduate work.  He achieved an SSL from the Pontifical Biblical In-

stitute and an STD from the Angelicum.   

 

Upon returning to the United States in 1967, he replaced Brother 

Placidus Evans as novice master of the Sacred Heart Province.  Painfully 

aware that Leonardtown, Maryland, did not offer educational opportuni-

ties for his novices, he arranged to have the novitiate moved to Holy 

Cross Hall on the campus of Catholic University.  When the Sacred 

Heart Province closed the Novitiate in 1969, Jim moved to Xaverian 

College with his novices.  In 1970 he began a seven year tenure as a pro-

fessor of Theology at The Catholic University.  In 1977, much to his 

surprise, he was elected Superior General by the General Chapter.  A 

deeply spiritual man, Jim was an inspiration to the Brothers.  He was a 

man who lived what he believed, and he believed deeply in religious 

life.  It was during his term that the Fundamental Principles were written 
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and circulated among the brothers, and that a new formation program 

was established in Zaïre. 

 

After his term as Superior General ended, he spent a sabbatical year be-

fore assuming a professorship in Theology in 1984 at the College of 

Santa Fe where he remained until his sudden death in 2003.  At Santa Fe 

he was a superb teacher, loved and admired both by his students and by 

his colleagues.  Although he was separated physically from his Brothers 

during his years at Santa Fe, he kept in close touch with the Congrega-

tion and served on the Board of Saint Mary’s Ryken High School where 

he had begun his teaching career so many years before.  On the Ryken 

Board he showed a deep appreciation for the value of Xaverian educa-

tion and a common sense which his fellow Board members greatly re-

spected.  As a member of the Province Council, he kept a keen interest 

in all that the Brothers were doing and all that was happening in the 

schools.  Although he spent very little time in Xaverian education, he 

had a deep appreciation for its worth.  

 

Although he had some health problems, Jim’s death was very sudden 

and very much a shock to the community.  Scholar that he was, he died 

in his easy chair surrounded by his books.  There was to Jim Clifton a 

remarkable humility. As brilliant as he was, as superb a teacher as he 

was, as important a man in the Congregation as he was, he remained at 

his core a very simple and very humble Brother who was happy to be of 

service.  After a funeral at the College of Santa Fe, he was buried in the 

community cemetery on Staten Island.     

 

  

 

O C T O B E R   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER RAYMOND  (Maurice Lynch) 

Born:  Andover, Massachusetts, November 1, 1853 

Died:  Roslindale, Massachusetts, October 27, 1926 
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When Brother Raymond entered in 1876 at the age of twenty-three, he 

was the first novice to be received at Mt. St. Joseph's.  It was his fate, 

when the American Province had few members, to pioneer as Superior 

at Lawrence, Massachusetts; Arlington, New Jersey; Napa Valley, Cali-

fornia; and Deep River, Connecticut.  Excitable and nervous in any post 

of authority, he may have wilted, but he never flinched.  While stationed 

at Newton Highlands in 1914, he underwent surgery.  Terrible chest 

pains and weight loss followed.  An X-ray revealed the presence of a 

safety pin and tube that had not been removed after the initial surgery.  

A second operation and a return to good health soon occurred.  Brother 

Raymond died at his sister's home during a trip which was part of his 

golden jubilee celebration. 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 468-470. 

 

 

BROTHER VINCENT  (Stephen Verbeke) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, October 4, 1906 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, October 27, 1933 

 

Brother Vincent died a few weeks after his twenty-seventh birthday.  

Entering in August, 1921, when he was not quite fifteen, he received the 

habit the following year on September 8th.  In Bruges he is remembered 

as a friendly and intelligent young man who did excellent work in the 

classroom and as one who contributed more than his share to the com-

munity recreation.  During his training days with C.I.B.I. (Compagnie 

des Infirmiers et Brancardiers), he was stricken with some mysterious 

malady which led to his being discharged at the end of six months as 

medically unfit.  During a long illness he was very patient and resigned 

to God's holy will.  His was the third death in six days in the Belgian 

Province:  Valere Declercq (October 26) and Hugo Riemis (October 21). 

 

 

BROTHER MYLES  (Thomas E. Powers) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, August 13, 1912 
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Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 27, 1968 

A product of St. Joseph's, Somerville, and the juniorate in Peabody, 

Brother Myles had been a pioneer at Xaverian College in Silver Spring, 

Maryland.  He taught Spanish and math over a span of thirty-eight years.  

His last assignment was at Keith Academy, Lowell.  Brother Myles pos-

sessed an outstanding teaching ability coupled with a commanding but 

pleasing personality.  Some of his former students at St. Xavier's, when 

they matriculated at Notre Dame or some other prestigious school, have 

commented that Brother Myles more properly belonged on the college 

level as a professor rather than in high school.  For almost a month prior 

to his death, he had been indisposed with a heavy cold.  Fearing pneu-

monia might set in, the doctor advised hospitalization.  At Hunt Memo-

rial Hospital in Danvers, Brother Myles suffered a fatal coronary attack.  

He had a clinical history of previous minor attacks.  He died in his fifty-

seventh year.   

 

 

O C T O B E R   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER ROBERT  (Richard Victor West) 

Born:  Bootle, England, November 11, 1918 

Died:  Manchester, England, October 27, 1989 

 

Brother Robert was born when the guns of World War I ceased firing, 

Armistice Day in 1918, in the Merseyside dock town of Bootle next door 

to Liverpool.  He was baptized at St. James Church and attended the par-

ish school there.  At the age of thirteen, he joined the Brothers.  During 

his fifty-four years in the Congregation, Brother Robert taught at 

Xaverian College in Brighton, Mayfield College, the School of St. Ed-

ward the Confessor at Foxhunt Manor, St. Francis Xavier School in 

West Hartlepool, and at Xaverian College in Manchester.  He taught 

many different subjects, but his first love and specialty were foreign lan-

guages, particularly Latin and French.  He taught all ages in secondary 

school with success, but he was usually called upon to work with the 
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eleven and twelve-year old boys of the first year of the old grammar 

schools.  This was the age group with which he was most associated at 

Manchester from 1965 to 1977 when he was in charge of Ward Hall, 

then devoted to the first form boys of the College.  Upon retiring from 

teaching, Brother Robert took up pastoral work in St. Edward's Parish 

where he visited and brought communion to the sick and house-bound 

for nearly ten years.  He had never enjoyed good health himself since the 

time he suffered from a serious stomach ulcer which had to be surgically 

removed in the early years of his teaching career.  Physical ill-health and 

the low spirits it sometimes brought were the main crosses Brother Rob-

ert had to carry, and it was not easy.  His last years made life an increas-

ing burden to him, so that he was ready to be called home when the time 

came, two weeks before his seventy-first birthday. 
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O C T O B E R    2 7 

 

 

BROTHER JAN DEVADDER  (Tillo) 

Bom: Brugge, Belgium,  February 8, 1922.  

Died: Zelzate, Belgium,  October 27, 2002.  

 

Brother Jan Devadder lived for  eighty years although he wasn't physi-

cally strong. His whole life was marked by sickness beginning with tu-

berculosis at the age of twenty in 1942.  Trouble and concern were his 

lot: times of sickness and recovery, hospitalizations and intervening 

treatment. These were mainly, in in his early life, the most striking 

landmarks of his very varied curriculum vitae. But in a frail body a 

strong soul was alive and well.  

 

As we look into more details of that curriculum vitae, it is significant 

that Brother Jan, in his early life , played a large role in the formation 

and assistance of young brothers and  scholastics. He was the salt that 

gives taste to life, the lamp giving light to everybody in the community.  

 

Later it was his lot often to play the “second fiddle.” At the generalate in 

Rome he served as  procurator general and even vicar general. Once he 

became the local superior in Leuven, but mostly he was a general and 

provincial councilor or secretary.  Finally, by explicit request of the 

General Chapter in 1983, he was appointed the official biographer of the 

Founder of the Congregation, Theodore James Ryken. It was on this task 

that he devoted his energies and produced a historically accurate study 

of Ryken in two volumes, and he did it in the English, which was not his 

first language.   Afflicted with weak health on one hand, yet blessed with 

remarkable spiritual and intellectual qualities on the other, he worked 

modestly behind the scenes and helped to make many important deci-

sions, both in the Belgian Province and in the Congregation as a whole.  

The superiors whom he advised knew they were able to rely on his wis-

dom and his insight.  
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Brother Jan was a born historian and a keen and critical observer of both 

men and events — a guarantee of objectivity — and  a man who, be-

cause he was a historian, was able to see the “signs of the times” and 

change with them. He was a man who demonstrated great openness of 

mind and a striking leniency, inspired by a colorful evangelical Love.  

 

O C T O B E R   2 8 

 

BROTHER CONRAD (William Callahan) 

Born: June 30, 1920, Louisville, Kentucky 

Died: October 28, 1996, Christopher East Care Center, Louisville, Ken-

tucky 

 

For much of his religious life Brother Conrad was “the man in charge.”  

Serving as Prefect of Studies at Mount St. Joseph, Principal at St. Joseph 

Prep and Principal at St. Xavier, Conrad left his mark on these institu-

tions as the quietly professional man who governed the institutions in a 

businesslike manner but with the compassionate heart of the fine reli-

gious he was.  Trained as a business teacher, Conrad taught at St. Mary’s 

Industrial School, St. Matthews and at Cardinal Hayes before he was as-

signed to the Mount as Prefect of Studies in 1957.  Appointed as Princi-

pal of St. Joseph’s Preparatory School in 1962, Conrad handed that insti-

tution over to his dear friend Brother James McCarthy in 1965 when he 

was assigned as Principal of Ryken High School in Leonardtown.  His 

records indicate that he never arrived in Leonardtown.  Between his ap-

pointment and his scheduled arrival, Brother Philip Dougherty, the Prin-

cipal of St. X, was elected to the General Council, and Conrad was ap-

pointed to replace him at St. X.  An alumnus of St. X, Conrad had a spe-

cial place in his heart for the school and governed it wisely in the diffi-

cult years after the Vatican Council.   When he completed his nine years 

as Principal of St. X, he did an extraordinary thing: he returned to the 

classroom.  Conrad spent five years at Mount St. Joseph and one year at 

Xaverian before returning to St. X as Director of the Alumni and Direc-

tor of the Plant.   

 



673 

Retiring to Venice, Florida in 1990, Conrad returned once again to St. X 

in 1995 when his health began to fail.  Even in retirement he kept a 

watchful eye on St. X.  On one occasion when the President of St. X put 

up a notice on the Ryken House bulletin board about a St. X boy who 

was in need of prayers, Conrad looked at the memo and in his business-

like fashion said, “We’ll get right on that.”  In his eulogy for Conrad 

Brother Thomas More remarked,  

 

He said to me one day, ‘if you don’t pray when you are well, don’t 

expect to  

pray when you are sick.’  But he was praying.  His suffering 

through the days  

that seemed unending and that reduced his voice to a whisper and 

his strong  

frame to skin and bones, the pain that made his body one massive 

sore, the  

agony that made his bed a rack – what greater prayer could he have 

offered?   

What greater manifestation of a lifetime of devotion and loyalty 

could he have  

given than this?  His dying revealed that he was a prayerful man, a 

man of faith. 

 

This prayerful and businesslike Xaverian Brother died at the age of 76 

and in the 57
th

 year of his religious life.  His dear friend Father Clifford 

Riede offered his funeral Mass, and he was buried in the Brothers’ 

cemetery on the grounds of his beloved St. X.   
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O C T O B E R   2 8 

 

BROTHER JOHN HART (Capistran) 

Born:  Brookline, Massachusetts, May 6, 1923 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky,  October 28, 2015 

 

When asked to summarize his life in a few words, Brother John Hart 

once wrote,  “My life for the past seventy years has been pretty much 

that of a gypsy, living in various locations on three continents as a 

Xaverian Brother.”  

 

Multi-talented, our self-proclaimed “gypsy” taught elementary school at 

Saint Teresa’s in Brooklyn where his natural command evoked the atten-

tion of the sixty or so students he had in class, at the same time instilling 

in them the discipline they would need for life.  John was a school 

Brother who loved his call as a teacher, athletic director, counselor and 

treasurer. Sanguine in disposition, his zeal was a constant as was his 

humility. It appears that John truly listened to God in his personal prayer 

as well as God’s voice was expressed in the life of the Congregation. 

While stationed at St. Xavier, he felt the call to go to Africa. And he did. 

From 1955-1959 John taught in both Uganda and Kenya. For John, Afri-

ca was not just a personal project, but rather a real call to the mission of 

the Congregation. While still at Saint X, he mobilized his students. He 

educated them to the needs of Africa and had them buy seeds that could 

be planted in Africa thus giving life to the African people. That was a 

powerful connection.  

 

Upon return from Africa, John’s call took him back to the familiar min-

istries at St. John’s, Shrewsbury, Malden Catholic and Xaverian Broth-

ers, Westwood. Again John would feel the call to the periphery and vol-

unteered for mission work at Saint Joseph’s Indian School in South Da-

kota where he ran a home for neglected children. John would then return 

to Massachusetts and spend the next ten years at Saint John’s Prep 

(1976-1986)  
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John sensed a need to deepen his response to God in solitude and prayer 

and was granted a sabbatical year that he spent living as a Trappist monk 

at the Abbey of Our Lady and St. Samson on Caldey Island, England. 

(1987-1988)  

 

Upon return to the States, John’s passion for mission would lead him to 

Rochester, NY, where he spent two years in charge of a Catholic Worker 

House ministering to the homeless. John would spend one more year at 

Xaverian Brothers, Westwood before going to England where he served 

as General Treasurer and later as Director of the house in Twickenham.  

 

The Brothers John lived with at Ryken House paid him the greatest trib-

ute in saying, “John shows us what it means to be our brother.” Indeed 

he did. He was their friend, their personal attendant, nurse and confidant.  
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O C T O B E R   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER VALENTINE  (Valentine Mooney) 

Born:  Biddeford, Maine, February 11, 1868 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 30, 1914 

 

We are indebted to Brother Valentine, on assignment from Brother Pro-

vincial Isidore, for the choice of "C.F.X." to replace "X.B."  A machinist 

by trade and a dedicated student by choice, he came to us in 1899 when 

he was thirty one.  He was the shyest and most self-conscious of men.  A 

self-taught intellectual of depth, Brother Valentine was a scholar of the 

classics who possessed a reading knowledge of French, German, Span-

ish, and Gaelic.  His specialty, however, lay in the physical sciences, bi-

ology being his forte.  Having taught at Norfolk and Old Point, he was 

sent to Rutherford, California, where we staffed St. Joseph's Agricultural 

School.  After one year, he was sent to Mt. St. Joseph's in 1905 where he 

taught chemistry and biology.  His sudden death from pneumonia at the 

age of forty-six was a great loss to the American Province. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 379. 
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BROTHER DeSALES  (Edward Lyman Haley) 

Born:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, June 1, 1880 

Died:  Malden, Massachusetts, October 30, 1939 

 

A convert to the Faith in 1915, Brother DeSales entered our novitiate in 

1917 when he was thirty-seven.  In his twenty-two years with us, he 

found his cross in accepting the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune 

when he was shunted from pillar to post and back again.  He was a dia-

betic who took insulin shots regularly, but a swift and sudden heart at-

tack carried him off a few minutes after he had taken leave of his class 

for what he thought would be a brief absence. 

 

 

BROTHER VALEER  (Marin Bogaert)  

Born:  Blankenberge, Belgium, February 7, 1920 

Died:  Heist, Belgium, October 30, 1969 

 

Nine of Brother Valeer's close relatives were Xaverian Brothers.  As-

signed to the technical school at Likasi (Jadotville) in 1939, he remained 

in the Congo until 1968 when he suffered a nervous breakdown.  War 

atrocities and threats to two of the Brothers while he was acting-Superior 

brought on the crisis.  Recovering after several months at the Tropical 

Hospital at Antwerp, he taught typing part-time at Heist and Knokke 

which are only two miles apart.  His death was unexpected.  He was 

stretched out in bed, apparently asleep. 

 

 

 

O C T O B E R   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER CLARENCE  (Charles A. Herlihy) 

Born:  County Donegal, Ireland, January 31, 1889 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 30, 1975 
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Born and raised in Ireland, Brother Clarence entered from Somerville, 

Massachusetts, in 1905.  He died in his eighty-seventh year, having 

completed seventy years in the Congregation.  In 1918 at the age of 

twenty-nine, he was appointed to a three-year term as Principal at St. 

Paul's in Portsmouth, Virginia.  The principalship of St. Patrick's in 

Lowell followed.  While teaching at Keith Academy in Lowell, his foot-

ball team won the city championship in 1933 and 1934.  In addition to 

teaching and coaching, Brother Clarence was also studying for a Doctor-

al degree which he earned from Boston College in 1934.  His was a gru-

eling schedule:  teach all day, ride the Boston & Maine Railroad to the 

city, have a bite to eat somewhere, attend classes, and then back to Low-

ell on the train.  In 1942 Brother Clarence was the pioneer Principal and 

Superior at Flaget High School in Louisville.  From 1947 until his death 

twenty-eight years later, he was associated with Mt. St. Joseph's in Bal-

timore. 

 

 

BROTHER EMIEL MILLEVILLE  (Brother Serafien) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, April 14, 1910 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, October 30, 1988 

 

Brother Emiel entered the Congregation in 1926.  He was an outstanding 

primary school teacher at the Xaverian schools in Heist, Knokke, 

Bruges, Houthulst, and Zedelgem and served as both Headmaster and 

Superior at the last two on several occasions.  Refusing to assume anoth-

er term as Headmaster--he just preferred to teach without the burden of 

authority--he spent the last thirteen years of his classroom apostolate, 

1960 to 1973, teaching at the primary school in Bruges.  After retiring he 

rendered numerous services as an unofficial assistant to two consecutive 

lay Headmasters in the primary section of St. Francis Xavier Institute.  

He died at St. Joseph's Clinic in Bruges at the age of seventy-eight after 

a long struggle with intestinal cancer.  He had been one of us for sixty-

two years. 
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O C T O B E R   3 1 

 

 

BROTHER THADDEUS  (James F. Powers) 

Born:  Peabody, Massachusetts, April 29, 1877 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, October 31, 1946 

 

The life-story of Brother Thaddeus is one with tragic overtones.  He 

spent the last twelve years of his life at Seton Institute in Baltimore, a 

hospital for the mentally ill.  For thirty-two years in the community, he 

had been a laughter-loving, pleasant companion.  The sympathy for him 

in his plight was so intense that it was almost tangible.  Everybody lost a 

dear friend. 

 

 

BROTHER HUBERT  (John B. Mitchell) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, January 5, 1903 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, October 31, 1965 

 

Brother Hubert graduated from St. Mary's School in Lawrence where the 

boys were then taught by the Xaverian Brothers.  He spent two years at 

St. John's in Danvers before applying for admission to the novitiate in 

Baltimore in 1920.  He received the habit on St. Joseph's Day in 1921.  

His final profession took place at the Prep in Danvers before Cardinal 

O'Connell of Boston.  After obtaining his high school diploma from Mt. 

St. Joseph's, Brother Hubert began his teaching career at St. Mary's In-

dustrial School where he remained four years.  In 1924 he enrolled at 

Loyola College, and for the next twenty-two years he would be taking 

courses, mostly in summer school and extension courses, wherever he 

happened to be stationed.  He was eventually awarded a Bachelor of 

Science degree from Detroit University and an MA in Education from 

Fordham University.  After leaving St. Mary's in 1926, Brother Hubert 

was stationed at Leonard Hall School, St. John's Prep, and St. Joseph's 

Home in Detroit.  He served two terms as Principal of the boys' school 

in Holy Name Parish in Brooklyn from 1939 to 1945.  Teaching assign-
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ments at Cardinal Hayes and St. Michael's Diocesan High School were 

followed by another Superiorship, this time at Leonard Hall.  After sev-

en years at Immaculate Conception School in Malden, Brother Hubert 

moved to St. John's in Shrewsbury, his last teaching mission.  Suffering 

from cancer, he was hospitalized at the Prep Infirmary where he died at 

the age of sixty-two after forty-five years of dedicated service.  He was 

buried on the feast of his patronal saint.  His ninety-two year old mother 

and equally aged aunt were present at the final obsequies. 

 

BROTHER VINCENT  (Francis Harrington) 

Born:  London, England, June 5, 1880 

Died:  London, England, October 31, 1967 

 

Entering at Clapham in 1899, Brother Vincent received the habit on Jan-

uary 10, 1900, pronounced vows two years later, and remained on until 

1922 when he went to Mayfield as Headmaster.  He had been Headmas-

ter at Clapham from 1919 to 1922.  His stay at Mayfield was brief.  

Transferred to the American Province in 1924, he taught French at St. 

John's in Danvers and at Keith Academy, Lowell, until his request for 

re-assignment to the mother country was granted in 1937.  He taught 

French at Brighton until his retirement at age seventy.  In the States he 

was John Bull; at home, Uncle Sam, playing both roles irritatingly well 

and presumably chuckling inward.  He died in his eighty-eighth year. 

 

 

 

O C T O B E R   3 1 

 

BROTHER KEVIN  (William T. Kenney) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, April 15, 1904 

Died:  Melrose, Massachusetts. October 31, 1990 

 

In the forty-four years from 1917 to 1961, the American Province had 

only three Novicemasters:  Brother Julian Ryan (1917-1936), Brother 

Urban Kelly, (1936-1942), and Brother Kevin Kenney (1942-1961).  In 



681 

the first year after the division of the Province, Brother Kevin continued 

to serve as Novicemaster of both Provinces.  In 1962 he began a six-year 

term as Novicemaster for the Saint Joseph Province.  On his retirement 

from the office of Novicemaster in July of 1967, he had served twenty-

five years in the position, six years longer than his own Novicemaster, 

Brother Julian, had served.  These two men had a profound influence on 

the American Provinces.  At his death Brother Kevin had formed 52% of 

the living American community and a significant portion of the commu-

nity in glory. 

 

Born in Lowell, Massachusetts, a city for which he maintained a life-

long affection, Brother Kevin attended Saint Patrick's School, the Broth-

ers' first mission in New England.  After completing studies at the 

juniorate at the Mount, Brother Kevin entered the novitiate on January 7, 

1920.  Assigned to the Xaverian School in Alexandria in 1921, Brother 

Kevin was to spend a significant portion of his long religious life in Vir-

ginia:  Alexandria (1921-1922), Richmond (1922-1937), and Old Point 

(1942-1959).  These years in Virginia were interrupted briefly by two 

contiguous assignments in his native Lowell:  Keith Academy (1937-

1939) and Saint Patrick's (1939-1942) where he served as superior and 

principal.  From Saint Patrick's he began his twenty-five year career as 

Novicemaster. 

 

As Novicemaster he was to form a generation of Xaverian novices in the 

religious life.  In many ways Brother Kevin was ahead of his time in re-

ligious formation.  He insisted that the novices be allowed to venture 

forth from the novitiate at least once a week and organized frequent bus 

trips to Washington when the novitiate was located in Virginia and 

southern Maryland.  In Massachusetts he organized a program for the 

novices to visit convalescent homes and hospitals.  He always insisted 

that his novices look beyond themselves and the confines of the novitiate 

to the larger world and to those who were less fortunate than they. He al-

so insisted that prayer and spiritual reading which were the essentials of 

religious life had to be integrated with the apostolic work of the Broth-

ers, and he would continually encourage his novices to begin praying for 
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the boys they would one day have in class.  His training of the novices in 

obedience was a bit less enlightened as he would put them through the 

paces of what the novices called "premeditated frustrations!"  A firm be-

liever in the Ignatian method of mental prayer, Brother Kevin followed 

the example of Brother Julian and at "resume" every morning reviewed 

for his novices the point of the daily Veracruz meditation.  In his eulogy 

of Brother Kevin, Brother Robert Sullivan summed up beautifully 

Brother Kevin's profound influence on his novices: 

 

We remember how he tried kindly to extirpate our 

idiosyncracies and masterfully to blend our oneness -- saints 

and sinners, scholars and strugglers, athletes and non-

athletes, enthusiasts and doubters, the strong and the weak.  

We remember how he urged us to live in the presence of God 

and how he revealed to us the secret of doing so -- by medita-

tive prayer and by being Christlike in our relations with one 

another.  We remember above all else, how much, how very 

much, indeed, how totally he cared. 

 

When he completed his term as Novicemaster, Brother Kevin was sixty-

three years old, an age at which most men would think of retirement.  

After a brief stint as superior and principal at St. Joseph's, Oradell, New 

Jersey, Brother Kevin began a whole new career as freshman guidance 

counsellor at Malden Catholic.  From 1969 until shortly before his death 

in October of 1990, Brother Kevin would support and encourage hun-

dreds of M.C. freshman, seeing them through the difficult transition to 

high school and making them feel a significant part of the Malden Cath-

olic community.  Each freshman at Malden would receive a call from 

Brother Kevin on his birthday and would know that, at least to Brother 

Kevin, he was supremely important.   

 

An avid walker, Brother Kevin made exercise part of his daily routine.  

He was a familiar sight on the streets of Malden and Everett every day 

after school.  When illness forced him to give up his daily walk, Brother 

Kevin was ready to say "Amen."  A gracious and caring gentleman to 
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the end,  Brother Kevin died at the age of eighty-six in the seventieth 

year of his religious life. In his menology entry on Brother Julian Ryan, 

Brother Aubert comments, "Without ever being aware of it, Brother Jul-

ian exercised a greater influence over the destiny of the American Prov-

ince than perhaps his ideal, the 100% Xaverian, Brother Isidore."  

Brother Julian and Brother Isidore were Brother Kevin's models and like 

his own Novicemaster, Brother Julian, he was privileged, without per-

haps being aware of it, to influence the American Provinces more pro-

foundly than these two stalwart and legendary Xaverians. 

 

BROTHER BERNARD PHILPOTT (Brother Sylvester) 

Born: Brighton, England, June 26, 1032 

Died: Waltham, Massachusetts, October 31, 2013 

 

Born in Brighton, England in 1932, Bernard received his education at 

Xaverian College, Brighton (1940-1948) and at Brighton Technical Col-

lege (1948-1950) He entered the congregation on September 11, 1950 

and professed his perpetual vows on March 19, 1956.  After receiving 

his degree in history at London University, he taught for several years at 

Mayfield, Clapham and Manchester.  He spent the school year, 1963-

1964 at the juniorate in Leonardtown and in 1964 he succeeded Brother 

Guy Behenna (June 2) as aspirant master at the English juniorate on the 

grounds of Xaverian College, Manchester, a position he held while 

teaching Sixth Form religion and acting as Deputy Head of the school. 

 

In addition to his studies in England, Brother Bernard studied spirituality 

at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and at l’École de la 

Foi in Fribourg, Switzerland. Bernard’s teaching ministry spanned three 

countries: England, United States and  Congo. He taught Latin, English 

and history as well as catechetics, and various spirituality courses in our 

formation programs.  

 

More important than the subject matter is that Bernard taught as Jesus 

did. Humble and unassuming in his manner, he invited his students to 
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examine their experiences and to ask questions. He helped them come to 

understand deeper realities in life.  

 

After returning from his work in the formation program in Likasi, and 

taking up his position as assistant to the superior general, the first signs 

of Bernard’s Parkinson’s disease began to show themselves.  That diag-

nosis was later confirmed and immediately he sought out a Parkinson’s 

support group at which he received physical therapy and was able to 

speak with others similarly afflicted about ways of dealing with his 

problems. 

 

In 2002, with three other English Xaverians, he moved to the United 

States and chose to reside at Xaverian House in Danvers.  Here he con-

tinued his insatiable habit of reading and collecting books while partici-

pating in programs offered at Xavier Center and in meetings of the In-

ternational Formation Team.  Eventually the Parkinson’s became too 

much for him and he was moved to Maristhill Nursing and Rehabilita-

tion Center in Waltham, Massachusetts. 

 

Bernard loved the Xaverian way of life and was a wonderful steward of 

our Founder’s charism. He ministered in the programs for the formation 

of Brothers in England, Congo and the USA. He taught all of us what it 

means to live for God and God alone. It is no coincidence that Bernard 

returned to the Lord on the Eve of All Saints. The beatitude that rings so 

clearly of Bernard’s life is, “Blessed are the pure of heart, for they will 

see God.”  

 

 

 

 

N O V E M B E R   1 

 

 

BROTHER COLUMBANUS  (William Keelty) 

Born:  County Roscommon, Ireland, February 5, 1817 
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Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 1, 1906 

 

Brother Columbanus entered on April 29, 1872, and was clothed in the 

habit on December 30, 1876, when he was only a few weeks short of his 

sixtieth birthday.  He was among the first to receive the habit at Mt. St. 

Joseph's, Baltimore, which in 1876 was the "new" novitiate.  With him 

were Brothers Angelus Horrigan (July 17) and Raymond Lynch (Octo-

ber 27).  Brother Columbanus, who lived to be almost ninety, spent all 

of his religious life at St. Mary's Industrial School.  Apart from the 

Brothers there, few ever saw him since for the last twenty years of his 

life he was confined to his bedroom. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 295. 

 

 

BROTHER DIONYSIUS  (Louis LaBelle) 

Born:  Fall River, Massachusetts, May 1, 1893 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 1, 1936 

 

Brother Dionysius, of French-Canadian extraction, spent his days doing 

his utmost to extend the circle of the civilizing influence of La Belle 

France.  His last assignment was at St. Xavier's in Louisville.  Suffering 

from what was diagnosed as an attack of acute indigestion, he entered 

St. Joseph's Infirmary on Wednesday, October 28, 1936.  When he 

learned that he had a very bad heart condition, he said, "God's will be 

done."  He died the following Sunday at the age of forty-three. 

 

 

BROTHER STANISLAUS  (James Edsforth) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, April 2, 1874 

Died:  Deeping St. James, England, November 1, 1939 

 

On All Saints' Day in 1939, two months after World War II had got un-

der way, Brother Stanislaus left the novitiate house at Deeping St. James 

after supper and in the blackout walked over to the chaplain's house a 

short distance away.  Having gone to confession, he was returning to the 
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novitiate when he was struck by a post office van and knocked uncon-

scious into the ditch.  Here, at the side of the road, he received the last 

rites.  He died in the ambulance which was taking him to the hospital in 

Peterborough. 
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N O V E M B E R   1 

 

 

 

BROTHER ANASTASIUS  (Joseph H. Glasmeier) 

Born:  Dorsten, Germany, February 28, 1862 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 1, 1947 

 

In spite of a morbid concern about his health which led to the weirdest 

experiments in human dietetics, Brother Anastasius lived to be eighty-

five.  He was born in Germany but entered us from Louisville when he 

was thirty-one.  He developed a digestive disorder for which there was 

seemingly no cure, but for which there was temporary relief.  Through 

the kindness of the Sisters of Charity, he lived for many years at St. Vin-

cent's Hospital, Norfolk, where he made himself useful in return for 

medical surveillance.  When he died at Mt. St. Joseph's, he was in his 

fifty-fifth year as a Xaverian.  In his younger days, Brother Anastasius 

dabbled in art.  His decorations on the walls of the chapel at Mt. St. Jo-

seph's made many a novice see double. 

 

 

BROTHER WALTER (AUGUSTINE)  (John J. Grady) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, March 27, 1906 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, November 1, 1981 

 

On the morning of the Feast of All Saints, Brother Walter, a Xaverian 

for fifty-eight years, entered the company of the elect after suffering a 

fatal heart attack at the University of Massachusetts Medical Center in 

Worcester.  He had been born in that city seventy-five years earlier and 

had attended St. John's School on Temple Street before entering the no-

vitiate at Old Point in 1923.  Brother Walter earned his undergraduate 

and graduate degrees at Boston College.  He took enrichment courses at 

Fordham University and Johns Hopkins; he willingly dropped out of 

Harvard graduate school when only a few courses away from a doctoral 

degree in French because a teacher was needed at the juniorate.  Among 
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the other schools where he labored were Norfolk, Roxbury, Bangor, Uti-

ca, Somerville, Danvers, Middletown, Westwood, Shrewsbury, and 

Mayfield in England.  His longest assignment was seventeen years at St. 

Joseph's Juniorate where he taught full-time and ran the farm.  His years 

in England afforded Brother Walter the opportunity to travel through 

Europe and acquire the final cosmopolitan touch.  He was, however, 

equally at home discussing history or current events or chopping wood 

for the fireplace.  Eleven of Brother Walter's final years were spent in 

the solitude and seclusion of his beloved Vermont hills where he was 

caretaker and administrator of Ryken Center, Juniper Hill, in Windsor, 

Vermont.  Brother Walter took special pride in welcoming the Brothers, 

their relatives, friends, and students to this country retreat.  As his mag-

nanimous heart weakened, he moved to St. John's in Shrewsbury with 

Odette, his canine companion of many years.  He died after a brief hos-

pitalization for a heart attack. 
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N O V E M B E R   1 

 

 

BROTHER TARCIES  (Emiel Dewulf) 

Born:  Westkerke, Belgium, June 25, 1910 

Died:  Knokke, West Flanders, Belgium, November 1, 1984 

 

Young Emiel Dewulf became one of the first students of the Xaverian 

primary school in Houthulst which had just been rebuilt after its com-

plete destruction during World War I.  Even before he finished his pri-

mary education, he had decided to become a Xaverian.  On April 16, 

1926, aspirant Dewulf was officially admitted as a postulant, and the fol-

lowing September he received the habit and assumed the name of 

Tarcies after the legendary Roman youth, St. Tarcisius, who was mar-

tyred because he brought communion to fellow-Christians.  Brother 

Tarcies made temporary profession on September 8, 1928, and that date 

marked the end of his formal education.  As was often the unhappy prac-

tice in those days, young Brothers received very little formal training.  

At age eighteen Brother Tarcies received his first assignment--the first 

grade in the primary section of the Institute in Bruges.  He served as lo-

cal Superior for many years, both in Zaire and in Belgium.  In Zaire 

where he labored for a total of twenty years, he also served as Master of 

Aspirants.  A serious heart condition caused his return to Belgium in 

1973.  Once more he was asked to serve as local Superior, this time for 

the community at Knokke.  Brother Tarcies was stricken as he was pre-

paring the Sunday evening meal for the community.  Taken to the local 

clinic of Our Lady of the Limewood, he never regained consciousness 

and died in the early morning of All Saints' Day.  Brother Tarcies was 

seventy-four years of age and had been a Xaverian for fifty-eight years. 

 

 

BROTHER MYRON SCHULIEN (Joseph A. Schulien) 

Born: Kenosha, Wisconsin, January 13, 1908 

Died: Nazareth Home, Louisville, Kentucky, November 1, 1994 
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Brother Myron was among the few brothers who came from the Mid 

West, an area where the Xaverian Brothers never had a community.  He 

arrived at the novitiate on September 18, 1930.  For many years he was 

stationed at Holy Name in Brooklyn where he taught the eighth grade 

and prepared the students for the New York Regents exams.  His stu-

dents always did so well in these important exams that the pastor, Msgr. 

Flynn asked that he remain at Holy Name as long as he was pastor.   

 

After the monsignor’s death, Brother Myron was sent to St. Teresa’s as 

superior and principal, a job he did not feel himself well suited for and 

where he remained only one year.  His later assignments included Som-

erville, Danvers, St. Patrick’s in Baltimore and Mt. St. Joseph where his 

talents were put to use as treasurer of the school and the community.  

His last active assignment was at Xaverian High School in Brooklyn 

where he also served as treasurer.  He spent his later years at Ryken 

House and at Nazareth Home in Louisville where he died in the sixty-

fifth year of his religious life. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 

 

 

BROTHER PHILIP  (John Martin) 

Born:  Neivenheim, Germany, October 15, 1821 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 2, 1856 

 

The first Xaverian to die in the United States was Brother Philip.  Enter-

ing the Congregation in 1851, he was one of the original six pioneers 

who sailed for America in 1854.  Little is known of him save that he was 

employed as cook for the community.  Recalled from Louisville along 

with Brothers Ignatius (February 10) and Vincent (May 2) because there 

were more Brothers than available classrooms and because the Founder 

planned to accept another school in Manchester, St. John's at the Salford 

Cathedral, Brother Philip was ready to start when he contracted scarlet 

fever.  Given up for dead in mid-October, he rallied only to succumb on 

All Souls' Day. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 79. 

 

 

BROTHER BERTIN  (Albert Vanacker) 

Born:  LeTouquet, France, September 28, 1915 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 2, 1944 

 

Brother Bertin was born in France where his family, like so many from 

certain sections of West Flanders, had fled in the first days of World 

War I.  He was the brother of Brother Omer (December 14) and Brother 

Lucas.  Coming to us in his sixteenth year, he received the habit on Sep-

tember 8, 1931.  He was an early victim of tuberculosis.  His first pro-

fession was delayed a year until 1934.  His decline was slow but steady.  

He spent most of the time at Moerkerke until he was removed to the In-

firmary at the Institute in Bruges where he died on All Souls' Day in his 

thirtieth year. 
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N O V E M B E R   3 

 

 

BROTHER CELSUS  (John Osborne) 

Born:  Boyle, County Roscommon, Ireland, March 16, 1890 

Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, November 3, 1908 

 

Like Brother Marcian (.September 28) who had died a year before him, 

Brother Celsus was a babe in arms when his parents moved from Ireland 

to the United States.  He attended St. Joseph's School in Somerville, 

Massachusetts, and more than likely was one of Brother Marcian's pu-

pils.  As a boy of sixteen, Brother Celsus was sent from the house of as-

pirants at Danvers to the novitiate in Baltimore.  When he began to fail, 

he asked to be allowed to go home.  His request was granted.  He died of 

tuberculosis when he was only eighteen. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 366. 

 

BROTHER GERARD  (Henry B. Schultz) 

Born:  Washington, D.C., January 13, 1880 

Died:  Lowell, Massachusetts, November 3, 1959 

 

Brother Gerard, who had been a schoolboy at Mt. St. Joseph's, entered 

the novitiate when he was sixteen.  When he pronounced vows on July 

13, 1901, in his twenty-second year, he had already been teaching for 

four years.  His teaching assignments took him to Cathedral High School 

in Wichita, Kansas; Assumption Academy in Utica; St. John's High 

School in Worcester; and Leonard Hall.  He served as Superior and 

Principal at the latter two.  His last eighteen years in the classroom, from 

1932 to 1950, were spent at Keith Academy in Lowell.  Brother Gerard 

retired from teaching at the age of seventy when he felt that his deafness 

rendered him unfit.  Assigned to St. John's Prep in Danvers, he set up his 

workshop and turned out all sorts of woodwork.  He was about to be dis-

charged from St. John's Hospital in Lowell after having recovered from 

an attack of pneumonia when complications set in--phlebitis resulting 
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from his circulatory condition.  He died in his eightieth year, his sixty-

fourth in the Congregation. 
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N O V E M B E R   3 

 

 

 

BROTHER AUGUSTUS  (Francis B. Moriarty) 

Born:  Nashua, New Hampshire, December 27, 1906 

Died:  Beverly, Massachusetts, November 3, 1991 

 

From the Moriarty family of thirteen children, God called twenty-year 

old Francis to join our community in November of 1927, a year and a 

half after he had completed his secondary school studies at Nashua High 

School.  He would enter a Congregation he barely knew, for the Broth-

ers had had only one school in New Hampshire, Saint Agnes Institute in 

Manchester, an elementary school for the boys of St. Anne's parish, but 

we had withdrawn from this mission in 1923 when the salary scale, 

which had not been raised since the school opened in 1905, could no 

longer cover the costs of post-World War I living.  Two other New 

Hampshire natives, however, Brothers Valerian Dwyer (March 22) and 

Baptist McCarthy (January 20), were acquaintances of the Moriarty fam-

ily, and their association with the Congregation no doubt influenced 

Francis' decision. 

 

As was the custom with so many of his generation, Brother Augustus 

went directly from the novitiate to the classroom, beginning at Leonard 

Hall School in 1929.  Next came four years at Central Catholic High 

School in Wheeling and brief stays at St. X, Keith Academy, and Mt. St. 

Joseph's.  It would require ten years of summer school extension courses 

to earn his AB degree.  It was always his belief, though, that he gave his 

best and served the most productive years of his teaching ministry while 

at Mission Church High School in Roxbury where his life and work 

were a great influence on his students and their families.  In two separate 

assignments spanning the 1930's to the 1950's, he spent sixteen fruitful 

and happy years at this mission.  Energetic, talented, and informed, 

Brother Augustus also served the Congregation as Province Treasurer, 

responsible to three provincial administrations.  His prudent manage-
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ment of funds helped the province weather financial storms of no small 

measure.  His personal gift of keen financial management burdened him 

simultaneously with the task of school treasurer for St. John's Prep in 

Danvers, a task he handled with customary dedication and confidence 

for almost twenty years. 

 

Brother Augustus spent his retirement years at the Prep.  Diabetes, 

which necessitated daily insulin shots, weakened his health to the point 

where institutional care was necessary.  The last three years of his life 

were spent at the Cedar Glen Nursing Home in Danvers.  He passed 

away at Beverly Hospital two months before his eighty-fifth birthday 

and one day after the sixty-fourth anniversary of his joining the Order. 
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N O V E M B E R   4 

 

 

BROTHER ANDREAS  (Michael Kemmerer) 

Born:  Cologne, Germany, May 14, 1823 

Died:  Lembeck, Germany, November 4, 1857 

 

On November 3rd, a Tuesday, Brother Ildephons Venners, who was vis-

iting in Germany, made his way to Lembeck where Brother Andreas was 

a patient in the hospital.  After visiting with him for several hours, he 

hinted that he would have to be leaving.  Brother Andreas begged him to 

stay.  Brother Ildephons said that he would.  Over the door of the sick 

room was a statue of St. Joseph.  Somehow Brother Andreas had begged 

enough money to provide a candle to be lighted on Wednesdays in honor 

of his favorite saint.  On the first Wednesday that it was lit, November 

4th, Brother Andreas died. 

 

 

BROTHER CRISPIN  (Michael Burns) 

Born:  Wilmington, Delaware, May 5, 1887 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 4, 1917 

 

Brother Crispin was a member of the Congregation for fourteen years.  

Entering at the age of sixteen, he taught at St. Patrick's in Lowell, St. 

Patrick's in Baltimore, St. John's and St. Xavier's in Louisville, and Deep 

River, Connecticut.  While stationed at Louisville, tubercular trouble de-

veloped.  He was sent to the Mount, and after rest and treatment the dis-

ease seemed to be arrested, and he was able to take up the work of the 

community at St. John's Industrial School in Deep River, Connecticut, 

which we staffed from 1904 to 1919.  When the tuberculosis manifested 

itself again, he was forced to give up all work and retire to the Mount.  

Able to be up and about, he made himself useful as porter and by an-

swering the telephone.  His end came suddenly.  Just before the bell 

summoned the community to night prayers on November 4, 1917, 
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Brother Crispin had a hemorrhage.  Before the community had finished 

night prayers, a tolling bell announced his death. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 392. 
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N O V E M B E R   4 

 

 

BROTHER PETER RUSSELL (Brother Stanley) 

Born Wilton, Connecticut, August 2, 1930 

Died Mission Hills, California, November 4, 1995 

 

Peter Russell was born in Wilton, Connecticut and attended local public 

schools there.  For high school he became a boarder at St. John’s Prepar-

atory School in Danvers and is one of the few graduates of that school to 

enter the brothers.  After novitiate and scholasticate, he was briefly as-

signed to Bardstown and Danvers and then to Xaverian High School in 

Brooklyn where he became a member of the first faculty.  At Xaverian 

he became instrumental in calling forth many young men to join the 

Xaverian Brothers.  At the division of the American Province in 1960, 

he was assigned to  Utica where again he exercised his zeal in encourag-

ing vocations at the new Notre Dame High School.  He was next as-

signed to St. Joseph Regional High School in Montvale New Jersey 

where he labored for thirty years as teacher, retreat master, vice principal 

and principal. 

 

His years at Montvale in various positions were marked by a kindness to 

his students that brought forth hundreds for his funeral.  He could always 

see the good in those he taught and served in administration., and he was 

able to bring forth outstanding qualities of all he worked with.  He was 

also able to be of help to troubled families. 

 

In 1993 he became the vocation director of the St. Joseph Province and 

then took up residence for a short time at Bishop Alemany High School 

in Mission Hills, California.  Although his time there was extremely 

short, he had a strong impact as a teacher, but more so as a person.  His 

life was one of love, care and concern. 
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N O V E M B E R   5 

 

 

BROTHER ADOLF  (Adolf Van Acker) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, March 29, 1860 

Died:  Boechout, Belgium, November 5, 1926 

 

Brother Adolf entered in 1878 when he was eighteen.  For thirty-six 

years he knew the routine duties:  teaching at St. Francis Xavier Insti-

tute, being in charge of St. James School in Bruges, and acting as Supe-

rior at St. Joseph's School at Heist.  Then came World War I.  Brother 

Adolf was one of those who found safety across the Channel.  On his re-

turn to occupied Belgium, he was for a time in charge of the postulants 

of German origin living across the border in Holland.  In 1919 he suc-

ceeded Brother Theophile (March 9) as Provincial of the Belgian Prov-

ince.  After the death of Brother John Chrysostom (February 12), Broth-

er Theophile, as first assistant, had acted as Superior General and Pro-

vincial.  Brother Adolf completed a six-year term in 1925.  He spent his 

last year with the Alexian Brothers at their hospital at Antwerp.  The re-

sponsibilities of office had brought on a nervous breakdown. 

 

 

BROTHER EDWARD  (Michael Vesey) 

Born:  Carracastle, County Mayo, Ireland, October 18, 1878 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 5, 1941 

 

Brother Edward had been a schoolmaster in Ireland for several years 

prior to his admission to our novitiate in Baltimore in 1907.  He was 

then in his thirtieth year.  His first assignment was to St. Patrick's in 

Lowell in 1909, and for the next twenty years he taught in several of our 

schools.  Twice he was assigned to both St. Mary's Industrial School, 

Baltimore, and St. Joseph's Home, Detroit.  His health was never very 

good, and during much of his thirty-four years in community, Brother 

Edward was chronically ill.  He had had experience both as an Irish 
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schoolboy and as an Irish schoolmaster, but he couldn't transfer that 

know-how to the American scene.  It was confusion worse confounded.  

He had great respect for the system; his pupils did not share that feeling.  

In January, 1931, he was unable to complete the school year at St. 

Mary's, Lawrence.  For the next decade he was on the sick list, a patient 

sufferer.  He died in his sixty-fourth year, his thirty-fourth in religion. 
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N O V E M B E R   6 

 

 

BROTHER CAMPION  (Edmund V. McPartland) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, July 18, 1900 

Died:  The Bronx, New York, November 6, 1957 

 

Brother Campion was a graduate of St. John's High School on Temple 

Street in Worcester, Class of 1918.  All of his life he carried with him 

the Latin and Greek tradition of his old school, which from its very be-

ginning as a high school in 1898 had concentrated on preparing students 

for the Jesuit-conducted Holy Cross College.  Brother Campion returned 

to his home town and alma-mater in 1929 to serve a six-year term as 

Principal of St. John's.  Other teaching assignments took him to St. Jo-

seph's Juniorate in Peabody, St. John's Prep in Danvers, and Cardinal 

Hayes High School in the Bronx.  Brother Campion was a short and cor-

pulent individual.  "Once around Campion equals twice around the 

block," a mathematical equation he once spotted written on a blackboard 

at St. John's in Worcester, might be hyperbole, but it did give an ade-

quate impression of his girth.  He was also a diabetic who had a heart 

condition.  His death was sudden.  Returning from a visit to his doctor, 

Brother Campion collapsed in the front entranceway to Cardinal Hayes 

on the Grand Concourse and died shortly afterward in a community 

room chair at the Brothers' basement residence in the school.  The 

Brother Campion Chapter of the National Honor Society at St. John's in 

Shrewsbury is named in his honor. 
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 N O V E M B E R   6 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN O’BRIEN (Brice) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, August 17, 1926 

Died:   Louisville, Kentucky, November 6, 2015 

 

John was born in Worcester, Massachusetts. Responding to his initial 

call to religious life, John entered the Xaverian Brothers' Novitiate upon 

graduating from Sacred Heart Academy in 1944. His initial formation 

included university studies in English and history at Catholic University 

where he earned his BA in 1950 and his Masters in 1958.   

  

John had a big heart and greatness of mind. He was a life-long learner. 

In his life, John always sought God's will, be it during his first mission at 

Flaget High School in Louisville, Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx or in the 

schools of his beloved New England: Malden Catholic (both at Highland 

Avenue and at Crystal Street), Xaverian Brothers High School, the Prep 

and Saint John's, Shrewsbury. John loved teaching and was very effec-

tive with students. He brought his big heart and mind to the classroom. 

 

As a life-long learner, it is no surprise that John would re-create himself 

for ministry by earning a degree in Library Science that prepared him to 

serve at Saint Peter's College, New Jersey and in the Diocese of Monte-

rey, California as archivist and later as vice chancellor. 

 

John was a good community man.  He was always interested in and sup-

portive of his Brothers. He had a great sense of humor that allowed him 

to able to give and take.  John projected a basic happiness and joy for the 

life he chose in 1944. It is quite evident that John renewed his call 

through personal prayer, community life, and ministry to others. John al-

so "discovered that God's ways are not his ways, God's thoughts are not 

his thoughts.”  These words were so very true in John's final illness. He 

was diagnosed with Merkel Cell Carcinoma, a virulent cancer of the skin 
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that occurs mostly in the elderly and spreads very quickly to other part 

of the body. John's cancer took him in a little over two weeks. 
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N O V E M B E R   7 

 

 

BROTHER PATRICK  (Patrick Mohan) 

Born:  County Fermanagh, Ireland, April 22, 1869 

Died:  Salem, Massachusetts, November 11, 1926 

 

Brother Patrick entered the community from Lynn, Massachusetts, when 

he was thirty-two years of age.  His first mission was at St. Mary's In-

dustrial School; later he taught at Lawrence.  After five years in the 

classroom, his nerves became affected, and he was transferred to St. 

James' Home in Baltimore.  Here he remained eighteen years, the last 

eight as Superior, and provided a real father to the homeless boys.  In 

1925 Brother Patrick was transferred to St. John's Prep in Danvers as 

procurator.  Pneumonia carried off this roly-poly man when he was 

thought to be on his way to recovery.  He died at Salem Hospital, having 

given twenty-six years of service to the Lord.  Of him Brother Julian 

wrote in MEN AND DEEDS:  "Of all the Superintendents, none, per-

haps, has done more for St. James' Home than Brother Patrick.  In sea-

son and out of season, he labored for its welfare....Peace be to the soul of 

the noble-hearted, generous-minded, self-forgetful Brother Patrick!" 

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 84-87, 470. 

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPHUS  (Edward T. Nolan) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, September 30, 1882 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 7, 1971 

 

Entering in 1916 in his thirty-fourth year, Brother Josephus died in his 

ninetieth year, his fifty-sixth in the Congregation.  He had been associat-

ed with St. Xavier's in Louisville for forty-six years.  As moderator of 

the Camera Club, he and some of the members were on hand for every 

school activity, absorbed in getting the best shots for the Yearbook and 

Xavier News.  His zeal for the best had an inspiring influence on the 

members of the Club. 
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N O V E M B E R   7 

 

BROTHER RANDAL (William Riede) 

Born:Louisville, Kentucky, June 28, 1917 

Died:Brooklyn, New York,  November 7, 2003 

 

Brother Simeon Jolivet (July 17) was such a world traveler that the story 

was often recounted in community lore that he once greeted a visitor, 

“Did I not meet you in Beirut, or was it Joppa?”  Brother Randal Riede 

could have greeted a visitor with, “Did I not meet you in Rome or was it 

Helsinki or perhaps the Steppes of Russia?”  Brother Randal was noth-

ing if not a world traveler.  He was also one of the best educated Broth-

ers of his generation. Entering the Congregation in 1937 from Saint Xa-

vier in Louisville where he graduated in 1935, he earned a Bachelor’s 

degree from The Catholic University, and both a Master’s degree (1947) 

and a Ph.D. (1949) from Saint John’s University in New York.  Four 

years later he obtained a Master’s in Library Science from The Catholic 

University.  This very well educated man went on to a very distin-

guished career in academia.   

 

Beginning his teaching career at Saint Michael’s High School in Brook-

lyn, he developed a life-long bond with the Michaelmen.  After a brief 

stay at Saint Joseph’s Prep in Bardstown, he spent the 1950’s and the 

early 1960’s at Xaverian College where he taught English and built up 

the library to an impressive level.  Brothers taught by Randal at 

Xaverian College can still remember his instruction on composition, 

“Unity, coherence, and emphasis!”  From 1962 until 1964, he served as 

an assistant to the Provincial in Baltimore, and after one year back at 

Xaverian College, he was off to England for the next five years where he 

served for a time as scholastic master, and taught at Clapham College 

from 1968 to 1970/   In 1970 he went to Rome and began a long career 

at the Pontifical North American College as archivist and as librarian.  

His contribution to the North American College was deemed of such 

high value that the library of the college was named in his honor shortly 
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after he retired in 1997.  He then returned to Brooklyn where he lived in 

retirement at Xaverian High School until his death in 2003.   

 

During his almost thirty years at the North American College, Brother 

Randal would make a pilgrimage every spring to the ordinations of the 

many young men whom he had known and counseled during his years in 

Rome.  He probably attended more priestly ordinations than most Bish-

ops.  It was a sign of the love and respect which these men had for Ran-

dal that they very much wanted him to be at their ordinations.  This 

cosmopolitan and scholarly man returned in death to where he began, 

being buried in the community cemetery on the grounds of his alma ma-

ter, St. X. 
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N O V E M B E R   8 

 

 

BROTHER CHRISTIAN  (James F. Brodie) 

Born:  South Boston, Massachusetts, October 29, 1888 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 8, 1949 

 

Brother Christian entered the novitiate in July, 1909, when he was twen-

ty-one.  His was a gay and lively spirit, full of song and dance, but 

somehow it adapted itself to the silence and recollection of the novitiate.  

At the evening recreations, Brother Theodore, the Novice Master, only 

smiled when this newest arrival planted himself at the wheezy organ, 

pulled out all the stops, pumped the pedals madly, and churned out all 

the hymns in syncopated time.  In his forty years with us, "Chris" was 

always different--he kept things humming.  Hospitalized at sixty-one, he 

waited impatiently for his discharge.  It never came.  When he finally 

learned that he had malignant cancer, he bowed to the will of God. 

 

 

BROTHER MALCOLM  (Vincent O'Loughlin) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, April 22, 1913 

Died:  Woburn, Massachusetts, November 8, 1971 

 

A graduate of St. Joseph's Parochial School in Somerville and the 

juniorate in Peabody, Brother Malcolm received the habit on August 15, 

1930.  He obtained a Bachelor's degree and a Master's degree from 

Catholic University.  Though a superb teacher, he was assigned mostly 

to administrative work.  He died of uremic poisoning at Choate Memori-

al Hospital.  He had been moved there a week earlier from the New Eng-

land Rehabilitation Center where he had been undergoing therapy while 

convalescing from a second stroke. 
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N O V E M B E R   8 

 

 

BROTHER OSWALD  (Matthias Peter Schmitt) 

Born:  Epiphany, South Dakota, October 28, 1895 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 8, 1987 

 

Matthias Schmitt was raised in a devout family that included nine chil-

dren, four of whom entered the priesthood or religious life.  Matthias 

came to know the Brothers through his uncle, Brother Leopold Bernardy 

(June 29).  In 1913, at the age of seventeen, he entered the novitiate at 

Mt. St. Joseph's and took the name Oswald.  The following year he was 

sent to St. Xavier's to teach; he would remain eighteen years.  Brother 

Oswald began by teaching the grammar grades and eventually moved up 

into the high school where he taught English, history, Latin, and civics.  

Beginning in 1932 and continuing for the next thirty-three years, he 

would hold positions of authority.  From 1932 to 1938, he was Principal 

and Superior of St. Michael's Diocesan High School in Brooklyn.  A six 

year term as Principal and Superior at Mt. St. Joseph's followed.  During 

his tenure there and because of his untiring efforts spiritually, academi-

cally, and athletically, the Mount was the largest high school in the Bal-

timore Archdiocese.  In 1944 Brother Oswald was chosen Provincial of 

the American Province.  He inaugurated a program designed to raise the 

academic qualifications of all the Brothers, and the Master's degree be-

came the norm for those teaching high school.  After a six-year term, 

Brother Oswald spent a year assisting the Novice Master and then two 

years as Superintendent of the Working Boys' Home.  At the General 

Chapter in Rome in 1953 to which he had gone as a delegate, he was 

elected Superior General.  Re-elected for a second six-year term in 1959, 

he directed the destiny of the Congregation for an historic twelve years, 

during which time a program of spiritual advancement began at Wind-

sor, Vermont; the English and American Provinces expanded into the 

mission fields of Africa and South America; the American province was 

divided into the St. Joseph's and Sacred Heart Provinces; and a building 
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program unequalled in the history of the Congregation began:  Ryken 

High School, Xaverian in Brooklyn, Our Lady of Good Counsel in 

Wheaton, Xavier High in Middletown, St. Joseph's in Montvale, and 

Xaverian Brothers' High in Westwood.  Larger schools at new locations 

were built for St. John's which moved from Worcester to Shrewsbury 

and St. Xavier's in Louisville.  In 1965 Brother Oswald returned to his 

first mission, St. X, where he revitalized the Alumni Association.  In 

1975 he retired from active work at age eighty.  Debility compelled him 

to live at Nazareth Home conducted by the Sisters of Charity.  When 

Ryken House opened in 1982, he returned to St. X for the third time.  He 

was only able to stay for ten months; illness forced him to return to Naz-

areth Home where he died at the age of ninety-two, having given seven-

ty-four years of devoted service to the Congregation he loved so intense-

ly. 
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N O V E M B E R   8 

 

 

BROTHER DAMIAN (John J. McMahon) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, February 17, 1924 

Died: Haverhill, Massachusetts, November 8, 2015 

 

 

John McMahon responded early in his life to the call, "Come follow 

me." He grew up in Saint John the Evangelist parish, Brooklyn, about a 

mile from Saint Michael's Diocesan High School. It is at Saint Michael's 

that Damian first met the Xaverian Brothers.  

 

After two years at Saint Michael's, Damian entered Saint Joseph's 

Juniorate in Peabody, Massachusetts, from which he would graduate in 

1943. He entered the novitiate in 1943 and professed first vows in 1945. 

He earned both his Bachelors and Masters' degrees from Saint John's 

University in Brooklyn. 

 

Damian's first mission was at St. Francis de Sales High School in Utica 

in 1946. He would return there for a second assignment from 1952-57. 

Utica was always his favorite mission. His ministry story would then in-

clude elementary education at St. Matthew's, Brooklyn, and at the Work-

ing Boys' Home in Newton Highlands, followed by eight years at Mount 

Saint Joseph's (1957-1965) and nine at Saint Xavier (1965-1974). Dami-

an's qualities shone through best during his time at the Mount. He was 

moderator of the Mothers' Club and the Fathers' Club; he also did the 

major fund raising for the Mount in addition to his teaching assignment 

and duties as a prefect for the Mount's boarding students. He was well 

liked. His zeal for the ministry was very evident in the many personal 

sacrifices of time and energy he made.  

 

Damian's time at Saint Xavier was similar to the days he spent at the 

Mount.  At Saint Xavier, Damian's compassion with our older Brothers 

was evident to all. He took care of and supported them in their final 
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days.  His final ministry from 1999 to 2008 led him to seek training in 

order to work in hospice. He was very effective in this ministry during 

his time in Leonardtown. 

 

From 1974-1978 Damian had taught at Tampa Catholic High School in 

Florida. Then, after earning his degree in Library Science, Damian also 

served as a librarian at St. Joseph Regional High School, Xaverian, Saint 

Mary's Ryken and Nazareth.  

 

Damian spent several years in retirement at Ryken House, Louisville, 

followed by a two year stay in the Cadiz Road community in Venice, 

Florida.  He moved to Xaverian House in Danvers in 2014 and eventual-

ly to the Merrimack Valley Hospice House in Haverhill, where he died 

peacefully after many months of declining health and the onset of de-

mentia. Damian had made numerous friends among his students and 

their parents over the years.  Some of these continued to keep in touch 

with him by mail and phone through his time at Xaverian House. 
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N O V E M B E R   9 

 

 

BROTHER DANIEL  (Thomas O'Connor) 

Born:  Cork, Ireland, September 15, 1867 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 9, 1884 

 

Brother Daniel died a novice at the age of seventeen.  He had been with 

us only twenty-one months.  This Irish schoolboy from Cork City had 

immigrated to the United States so that he could be with his elder broth-

er who had come to us in 1881 and had taken the religious name Leon-

ard (May 13).  They died thirty-six years apart. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 196 

 

 

BROTHER JEROME  (Terence McIver) 

Born:  County Tyrone, Ireland, September 12, 1856 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 9, 1889 

 

Brother Jerome spent ten years in the community.  A powerfully-built 

man, he was six feet six inches tall.  His bed had to be made to order.  

Fortunately in his ten years with us he had to make few changes of 

abode:  from the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's to St. Mary's Industrial 

School, a few miles away, and back again to die. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 203. 

 

 

BROTHER ALBIN  (Jules Martin) 

Born:  Merkem, West Flanders, Belgium, April 5, 1878 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 9, 1941 

 

The first of the four Xaverians in the Belgian Province to die in 1941 

was Brother Idesbald (March 11); the last was Brother Albin.  These two 

received the habit on September 15, 1898, and made their profession on 

January 5, 1902.  Brother Albin was a powerful man, fit for all sorts of 
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manual labor, and he found no end of work at the Institute with its three 

hundred boarding pupils and no lay help.  In 1914 Brother Albin stayed 

on as a member of the community at Clapham College, and he was not 

called back to Bruges until about 1930.  When he said goodbye to Clap-

ham, he left his heart behind him.  He died in his sixty-third year after 

several operations failed to check the spread of cancer. 
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N O V E M B E R   9 

 

BROTHER ALBERTUS  (William B. Mahoney) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, October 10, 1899 

Died:  Melrose, Massachusetts, November 9, 1990 

 

A shy and scholarly man, Brother Albertus was a terror in the classroom.  

There is a story, perhaps not apocryphal, in the annals of Xaverian Col-

lege that Brother Albertus once chased Brother Celestine Killigrew from 

the basement classroom in Edmund to Brother Celestine's room on the 

second floor of the same building because Brother Celestine was not 

prepared for Latin class.  Xaverians used to pray that there would be suf-

ficient seminarians in each class to divert Albertus's wrath away from 

the Brothers.  If he was hard on Xaverians, he was merciless to seminar-

ians.  Yet outside of the classroom Brother Albertus was indeed a very 

shy, quiet, and scholarly man.   

 

Entering the community from Lawrence, Massachusetts, where he had 

the Brothers in Sunday school, Brother Albertus began his teaching ca-

reer in West Virginia, first in Clarksburg and later in Wheeling.  He dis-

tinguished himself as a student early on and was privileged to have a 

year of studies at Catholic University in 1926.  Those were the days 

when Brothers rarely did full-time studies.  The years 1932 to 1934 once 

again found Brother Albertus at Catholic University where he earned a 

Ph.D. in Latin and Greek.  Brother Albertus's doctoral dissertation on the 

influence of Virgil on Prudentius was considered the last word on this 

erudite topic.  It is also part of the annals of Xaverian College that 

Brother Albertus got himself into serious problems with "the powers that 

be" by defending the scholastics of the mid-1930's who were living in 

deplorable conditions.  Poverty was the order of the day in most 

Xaverian houses, but at X.C. under the redoubtable Brother Majella, the 

scholastics were particularly feeling the pinch.  Albertus attended a Pro-

vincial Chapter and made these conditions known to the capitulars.  
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Overnight he went from college professor to teacher of Latin at the 

juniorate.  The capitulars didn't want to know about scholastics; never-

theless, conditions did improve. 

 

Brother Albertus's life on the missions consisted of many short assign-

ments with two notable exceptions.  He was at Keith Academy from 

1942 to 1956 and at Xaverian College from 1956 until it closed in 1970.  

To a generation of scholastics, Brother Albertus may have given ulcers, 

but he also taught them the importance of a scholarly approach to stud-

ies.  Brother Albertus was a man of no pretense, and he could cut 

through "scholarly airs" very quickly with any scholastic who tried to 

put them on.  He insisted on good, solid preparation for class.  If he saw 

effort, he was satisfied.  Lack of effort invoked a wrath that made the 

storms of the Aeneid look calm.  As Brother Matthew Burke, a friend 

and former student of Brother Albertus, commented: 

 

Fakery could for Albie take other forms as well.  Putting on 

airs,  too much form and too little matter, too much pomp and 

circumstance, trying to be what we were not - all these kinds 

of characteristics or personality flaws - as he would see them 

- were treated to a bone-chilling dressing down.  And yet, in 

all conflicts and confrontations with Albie, on the following 

day it was as if nothing untoward or unsettling had transpired 

on the previous day - until, at length, the right button was 

again pushed, and the familiar tirade was picked up with per-

haps even greater animus. 

 

Perhaps his lack of patience with any young Brother who refused to take 

scholarship seriously reflected his own early struggles to get the com-

munity of the 1920's and 1930's to recognize the need for a strong intel-

lectual life in the Brothers.   

 

When Brother Albertus left the classroom in 1970, he began a twenty-

year retirement at Milton and Malden Catholic.  The classroom having 

been left behind, the exacting taskmaster reverted to the shy and unas-
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suming scholar.  Whether gardening at Milton or taking a walk at 

Malden with his devoted friend, Brother John Carpenter, Brother 

Albertus blended into the community.  The uninformed would not know 

from appearances that Albie had spent a good portion of his life as a col-

lege professor and that he was one of the most scholarly of Xaverians.   

 

Brother Albertus died after a lengthy illness at the age of ninety-one  in 

the seventy-third year of his religious life.  Requiescat in pace. 
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BROTHER THOMAS (John Edmond Reidy) 

Born: Mt Kisco, NY, January 2, 1934 

Died: Hawthorne, NY, November 9, 2009 

 

The old adage, “Once a Marine, always a Marine” certainly applied to 

Brother Thomas Reidy.  The military bearing from his time with the Ma-

rines never left him, and his novitiate classmates affectionately called 

him “Captain Reidy.”  After graduating from Archbishop Stepinac High 

School, where he met the Xaverian Brothers, and Providence College, 

John Edmond joined the Marines spending three years with them before 

he became a lay teacher at St. Francis de Sales High School in Utica, 

New York.  During his year in Utica, he taught young men who would 

become his novitiate classmates in the Xaverian Brothers.  

 

Since he had his degree before he entered, he was assigned, immediately 

after his profession, to Malden Catholic High School where he remained 

until 1966.  He returned to Utica in 1966 to our new Notre Dame High 

School, and in 1968 he began an association with St. Joseph Regional 

High School which would cover thirty-two years over two assignments.   

 

In 1969 Brother Thomas was posted to Kitale College in Kitale, Kenya 

where he remained until 1974.  From 1974, until he returned to the Unit-

ed States in 1978, he was stationed at Eregi College in Maragoli, Kenya. 

During his time in Kenya, he was elected Dean of the Kitale Vicariate 

by the religious serving there, and he was also our regional superior in 

Africa.   Returning to St. Joseph Regional High School in Montvale in 

1978, Thomas spent the rest of his life there. 

 

At heart Tom was both a Marine and a missionary.  His rugged nature 

allowed him to deal with the discomforts of Africa and his missionary 

spirit remained with him throughout his life.  As Brother William Cush-

ing commented in his reflections about Tom,  
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“He accompanied the basketball teams not only because of his love 

of the sport, but he also felt strongly that in doing this, he was 

making Christ present to many people.  This was also true of his 

work in the classroom.  He loved teaching some of the slower stu-

dents in mathematics and felt called to teach theology and thus 

open a way for young people to encounter Christ.  When he at-

tended meetings of the Montvale police department, he did this to 

be of service and to help anyone to see the presence of God in their 

lives.  No life was too unimportant for him; no one too insignifi-

cant.” 

 

Tom worked until, literally, he was unable.  He perhaps suspected the 

deep-rooted cancer which was slowly taking his life.  After a brief stay 

at Xaverian House, he died under the care of the Dominican Sisters for 

the Relief of Incurable Cancer (the Hawthorne Dominicans) at Rosary 

Hill Home in New York.  His funeral was a celebration of the many 

communities at Montvale that he had touched over his many years there.  

In his life, he certainly incarnated the motto of the Marines Semper Fi-

delis, Always Faithful. He lived and died a faithful and faith-filled man. 
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N O V E M B E R   9 

 

BROTHER ROBERT J . SULLIVAN (Brother Robert) 

Born: Somerville, Massachusetts, December 14, 1927 

Died: Melrose, Massachusetts, November 9, 2013 

 

Brother Robert entered the Congregation after graduating from Malden 

Catholic High School in 1945. He graduated from the Catholic Universi-

ty of America with a major in physics in 1951, and was assigned to 

Flaget High School, in Louisville, KY,  where he taught science, math 

and religion for a few years, then served as Director of Studies.  Asked 

to teach philosophy at the Novitiate, Bro. Robert  returned to Catholic 

University for a Licentiate in the subject, then taught philosophy at Sa-

cred Heart Novitiate in Leonardtown MD as well as math classes at 

Ryken HS on the adjoining  campus. That interlude lasted but one year, 

as he was then appointed Director of Studies at St. John’s Prep, Danvers 

from 1960-63. While in that job, he was asked to become the first Prin-

cipal of a new school, Xavier HS, Middletown, CT, an assignment that 

entailed a lot of weekly commuting to Connecticut to handle formidable 

tasks of hiring faculty and staff, enlisting student enrollment, and equip-

ping the school. His next assignment was as Novice Master (then Direc-

tor of Scholastics) at Newton Highlands. While in that position, he 

taught philosophy at Newton College of the Sacred Heart and pursued a 

doctorate in the subject at Boston College. His next ministry was, again, 

at St. John’s Prep, Danvers for a long period of teaching (1972-1986), 

followed by six years as Headmaster at Malden Catholic High School.  

A talented, brilliant, eminently sociable man, Brother Robert was ever 

willing to do whatever was asked of him, to go wherever he was sent, 

never seeking position or plaudits but the betterment of others.  

Of all he did, what he considered his most important role was being a 

teacher. He was good at it, humorous, creative, good at providing exam-

ples, sensitive to his audience. Though he majored in physics as an un-

dergrad, he didn’t get to teach physics until the last ten years of his ca-
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reer at St. John’s Prep. As a teacher, he did not spoon feed his students, 

but challenged them to take a hand in their own education, to engage 

with the subject for themselves, to come to class with questions, to pur-

sue excellence and rise above mediocrity. 

No matter what the subject, Brother Robert believed that the deeper pur-

pose of teaching was to awaken the student to his call to become a per-

son—a relational being.  He agreed with Scottish philosopher John 

Macmurray that all knowledge is for the sake of action, and all action is, 

ultimately, for the sake of friendship. This call to friendship influenced 

Robert’s approach to everything. He attended to the other person’s inter-

ests and concerns, encouraging reciprocal reaction. 

After his years as headmaster at Malden Catholic, he focused on the 

needs of his brothers in Community: he cooked, cut hair, did any needed 

tailoring. He took an interest in alternative medicine, read widely in the 

field and helped many seeking help with their ailments. 

William James once said that, “certain persons do exist with an enor-

mous capacity for friendship and for taking delight in other people’s 

lives; and that such persons know more of truth than if their hearts were 

not so big.”  Brother Robert loved that quote and applied it in a eulogy 

to Brother Anton (March 8), a teacher and friend whom he idolized.  
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BROTHER DOMINICUS  (Anthony Van der Lelie) 

Born:  The Hague, Holland, December 30, 1834 

Died:  Hamont, Belgium, November 10, 1855 

 

Brother Dominicus, who had been at "Het Walletje" since he was six-

teen, died in his twenty-first year at Hamont, a new foundation.  Stricken 

suddenly one day in July when he was out for a walk with some other 

members of the community, he seemed in such grave danger that the last 

rites were considered as a precautionary measure.  Improving somewhat, 

he was moved from sea-level Bruges to Hamont on the plains of the 

Campine in the hope that the change of air would aid his recovery.  He 

did not respond.  On August 30th he made his profession at Hamont and 

lingered on until November 10th. 

 

 

BROTHER ALEXIUS  (Thomas McEntee) 

Born:  Castleblaney, Ireland, June 12, 1896 

Died:  Manchester, England, November 10, 1973 

 

Brother Alexius died at the Alexian Brothers' Nursing Home in Man-

chester, England, in his seventy-eighth year, the fifty-eighth of his pro-

fession, having been confined to his room more or less in his last two 

years.  He is remembered for his life-long fidelity to all our religious 

practices.  He was Superior at Manchester from 1929 to 1933, at Clap-

ham from 1937 to 1940, and at Mayfield from 1940 to 1943. 
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BROTHER LAURISTON  (Brother Laurus - James Patrick Mahoney) 

Born:  Springfield, Massachusetts, August 16, 1910 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 10, 1990 

 

The extent to which Brother Lauriston was held in esteem by his con-

freres was reflected by the number of tributes published about this saint-

ly man.  Brother Provincial Matthew Burke wrote:  "Laurie was the soul 

of kindness, a person who was never known to have uttered an unkind 

word about anyone."  One of Brother Lauriston's contemporaries wrote:  

"Laurie's weakness was his strength; his simplicity, part of his complexi-

ty; his gentleness, his power; and his devotion, the source of his endur-

ance and final perseverance." 

James Mahoney was a graduate of Cathedral High School in Springfield.  

He entered the Novitiate in 1934 at the age of twenty-three.  After grad-

uating from Catholic University in 1940 with a Bachelor's degree in 

English, he began an eleven-year assignment at St. Joseph's Preparatory 

School in Bardstown, Kentucky.  In 1951 Brother Lauriston was ap-

pointed to a three-year term as Assistant to the Novice Master, Brother 

Kevin Kenney (October 31), and Superior of the professed Brothers' 

community at the Novitiate at Old Point.  After a year at Flaget in Lou-

isville, Brother Lauriston served as the last Superior of St. Patrick's 

Grammar School in Baltimore.  The Brothers' association with the 

school dated back to 1872.  Of all his assignments, St. Patrick's was 

most dear to Brother Lauriston, and it was with great sorrow and regret 

that he closed the doors of the school forever in 1961.  He would return 

to Baltimore in 1971; in the intervening ten years he was on the staff of 

Don Bosco Hall in Detroit, Leonard Hall Naval Academy, and St. Tere-

sa's in Brooklyn where he was its last Superior from 1966 to 1968.  In 

1971 Brother Lauriston began an eight-year association with Mt. St. Jo-

seph's, during which time he cared for the elderly and infirm retired 

Brothers.  When expansion plans called for the demolition of Alexius 

Hall at the Mount, Brother Lauriston moved to St. Elizabeth Hall at the 
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Cardinal Sheehan Center for the Aging in Towson, Maryland.  For six 

years he lived among the senior citizens and acted as Eucharistic Minis-

ter, lector, receptionist, and friend.  During these years he also continued 

one of his long-established and favorite practices, that of sending cheery 

notes of prayer and encouragement to Brothers changing houses and 

those on the foreign missions.  In 1985 he retired to Xavier High School.  

With his health deteriorating he wanted to be closer to his relatives in 

Massachusetts.  For four years he happily participated in as many com-

munal and school activities as possible.  According to Brother William, 

his Superior, Brother Lauriston spent many hours in the chapel, along 

with Xavier's elder emeritus, Brother Michael Angelus, praying the ro-

sary for the intentions that many asked of him.  After Brother Michael 

Angelus' death in 1989, Brother Lauriston, longing for the companion-

ship of Brothers his own age, made arrangements to take up residence at 

Ryken House in Louisville.  A fatal heart attack carried him to the 

"Ryken Mansion" in his eighty-first year, his fifty-sixth in the Congrega-

tion. 

When Brother Lauriston received the habit in 1934, he took the religious 

name Laurus.  Decades later he was given permission to change his 

name to Lauriston in honor of a young stepnephew who was taken in by 

the Mahoney family and who died in a tragic drowning accident.  Broth-

er Lauriston was buried with his "brother"-stepnephew in the same grave 

at Calvary Cemetery in Chicopee, and their names, both Lauriston, are 

inscribed on  the same stone.  
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BROTHER JULIAN RILEY (Thomas Edward Riley) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, April 16, 1919 

Died:  Ryken House, Louisville, Kentucky, November 10, 1997 

 

The late Brother Celestine Killigrew (November 28) attributed his own 

vocation to the impact which Brother Julian had on him as a young man 

at the Good Counsel Annex of Cardinal Hayes High School.  It was easy 

to imagine Julian inspiring vocations.  A kind and gentle man, deeply 

spiritual, Julian inspired affection in all whom he met.   

 

Julian began his teaching career at St. X.  Over the years he was sta-

tioned at Mission High School, Cardinal Hayes and the Good Counsel 

annex of Cardinal Hayes where he was the director.  In 1961 Brother 

Nilus picked Julian to be one of the pioneers in Bolivia, and pioneer he 

did.  During his Pontificate, Pope John XXIII called upon American re-

ligious to send 10% of their personnel to Latin America.  The Xaverian 

Brothers responded, and in July of 1961 Brother Nilus sent Brother Jul-

ian to Bolivia “as a scout.”  In October Brother Nilus and Brother 

Thomas More joined him and decided upon Carmen Pampa as the site 

for the Xaverians first mission in South America.  From September until 

December in 1962 Julian scoured the Prelacy seeking students for Car-

men Pampa.  In his chronology of our early days in Bolivia Julian com-

mented, “Eventually we accepted a non-descript group of thirty-five.”  

This “non-descript group” became devoted to the Xaverian Brothers.  

Julian served on the first faculty of Carmen Pampa and eventually 

founded our school in the Alto, San Jose, where he served as Superior.  

In the early days at the Alto there was neither water nor electricity, and 

Julian had to fight the Bolivian government for both.   

 

In 1970 he went to the Colegio Maryknoll where he became the Director 

of the Intermedio (7-9 grades).  He had hoped to teach but his abilities as 

an administrator were well recognized.  In 1972 he returned to the Alto 
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and in 1974 he returned to the United States for good.  He left an indeli-

ble mark on the Xaverian mission in Bolivia and on the people he served 

there. 

 

Returning to the United States, Julian worked at Ryken High School and 

Our Lady of Good Counsel High School before becoming Director of 

Ryken House where he served for six years.  He retired to Ryken House 

in 1992, and, until his death, he did volunteer work at the Cerebral Palsy 

School.  There, as in every other mission he served, Julian had a pro-

found impact.  At his funeral several young people in wheelchairs from 

the Cerebral Palsy School came to mourn for this man who loved and 

served them. 

 

Teacher, missionary, administrator and exemplary religious, Julian was 

one of our finest.  

He is buried in the Brothers’ Cemetery on the grounds of St. X. 
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BROTHER LORENZO (Thomas Hayes) 

Born: Lynn, Massachusetts August 7, 1922 

Died: Lawrence, Massachusetts November 10, 1999 

 

Brother Lorenzo was the youngest of three children. He attended both 

public and parochial schools in Lynn and Swampscott and then enrolled 

as a boarding student at St. John’s Prep in Danvers for his last three 

years of high school. He spent his freshman year at Holy Cross College 

in Worcester, Massachusetts before entering the Xaverian Brothers on 

September 14, 1942.  In college he specialized in French, earning his 

bachelor’s degree from Fordham in 1952 and his master’s from St. 

John’s University, in 1956. 

 

He taught in many Xaverian high schools: St. Xavier’s, Louisville, St. 

Michael’s, Brooklyn, Cardinal Hayes, Bronx, John Bapst, Bangor, 

Maine and Malden Catholic.  He was assigned to the latter school from 

1960 to 1963, and one of his students from that time proclaims that he 

never had a better prepared teacher than Brother Lorenzo, that he kept 

good discipline in class, and that he made up nicknames for students and 

confreres alike. 

 

He was transferred to Cardinal Stepinac High School in White Plains, 

New York in September 1963.  The captious and sophisticated spirit of 

the Stepinac students would spell his doom!  Halfway through the year, 

he had a kind of nervous breakdown and had to be relieved of his teach-

ing duties.  He was otherwise a healthy man in his early forties and he 

always felt “guilty” about not pulling his weight.  For a time, he sought 

solace in alcohol, but soon realized that this was not the solution to his 

problem, and he successfully completed a detoxification program. 

 

For the next thirty years, he contributed many hours of secretarial work 

wherever he was stationed.  His personality soured, however.  He be-
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came like the main character in François Mauriac’s Viper’s Tangle who 

“hastened to displease on purpose, for fear of displeasing naturally.” 

 

He spent his final years in nursing homes, where most of his visitors fell 

off in face of his rejection of them.  Only his sister-in-law, Marge Hayes 

and Brother Guy Behenna (June 2) remained loyal.   

 

N O V E M B E R   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER WILFRID  (Richard Bashall) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, January 24, 1872 

Died:  Mayfield, England, November 11, 1948 

 

Brother Wilfrid was accepted in 1885, one week after his thirteenth 

birthday, and received the habit four and a half years later on June 20, 

1889.  He lived to be seventy-six.  In his long career, from 1885 to 1948, 

he served as Novice Master, local Superior, and Provincial Secretary. 
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BROTHER LEO FRANCIS  (Albert V. Dunn) 

Born:  Salem, Massachusetts, March 19, 1903 

Died:  Norwood, Massachusetts, November 12, 1973 

 

Brother Leo Francis' teaching field was commercial subjects.  He had 

earned degrees at the University of Detroit and New York University.  

Always a quiet, affable, and pleasant personality, he was well-liked by 

his confreres and students.  Cancer claimed him in his seventy-first year, 

his forty-seventh as a Xaverian.  His mother survived him as did three 

brothers and five sisters. 

 

BROTHER PLACIDUS  (Joseph W. Evans) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, August 5, 1907 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 12, 1974 

 

A graduate of St. Xavier's in Louisville, Brother Placidus entered the 

novitiate at Old Point on September 16, 1926.  His days as a Xaverian, 

covering forty-eight years, were spent in all sorts of assignments:  teach-

er, Superior and Principal at Mt. St. Joseph's, Novice Master of the Sa-

cred Heart Province, teacher of philosophy to the scholastics, Provincial 

Councillor, and Secretary-General.  He ended his active career as a 

teacher of freshmen English first at Good Counsel High School in 

Wheaton and then at his alma mater, St. X.  The school received many 

tributes from parents of his students who were grateful their sons had 

Brother Placidus even though it was only for two months.  He died at St. 

Joseph's Infirmary and was buried in the community cemetery at St. Xa-

vier's. 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS J. PAULAUSKAS  (Brother Clemens) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, September 6, 1913 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, November 12, 1990 
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After graduating from St. John's High School on Temple Street in 

Worcester in June, 1930, Frank Paulauskas traveled to Roxbury to meet 

the future Brother Bertin Manning.  The two boarded the "Merchant and 

Miners" in Boston and made the two-night boatride to Norfolk, Virginia, 

where they were met and taken to Old Point for Novitiate.  In 1936, 

when Brother Francis graduated from Catholic University with a double 

major in history and Spanish, he went to Bangor to begin what became a 

"very mobile" teaching career.  During his thirty plus years of teaching, 

he was stationed at missions from Bangor to Louisville.  Brother Francis 

will be remembered for his great devotion to Our Lady and for his great 

rapport with the very young and the old.  From the time Brother Sylvan 

(December 30) taught him until he was physically no longer able, Broth-

er Francis made rosaries for the missions and taught many of his stu-

dents to do the same.  During the summers he came to life; he had a 

wonderful rapport with the youngsters at the various summer camps we 

staffed.  These campers all saw through his rough voice to his tender 

heart and respected and loved him.  When Brother Francis retired from 

the classroom, he began volunteering first at an adult day-care program 

on the campus of St. John's Prep and later at a local nursing home.  In 

both of these ministries, the tenderness beneath the gruffness shone 

through and endeared Brother Francis to the patients.  At the time of his 

death, Brother Francis was seventy-seven years old and had been a 

Xaverian for sixty years. 

N O V E M B E R   1 3 

 

 

BROTHER AUBERTUS  (George P. O'Loughlin) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, February 14, 1908 

Died:  Malden, Massachuetts, November 13, 1972 

 

Brother Aubertus, from St. Patrick's in Lowell, our first mission in New 

England (1881), was a member of the pioneering class at St. Joseph's 

Juniorate, Peabody, in 1923.  He received the habit at Old Point Comfort 

in 1926.  His teaching career spanned forty-four years and included stays 
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at Holy Cross and St. Michael's in Brooklyn, Archbishop Stepinac in 

White Plains, St. Xavier's in Louisville, Mission High in Roxbury, St. 

John's in Worcester, Keith Academy in his home town of Lowell, and 

his last fifteen years at Malden Catholic,  He had been Superior and 

Principal for six years at John Bapst High School in Bangor, Maine.  

Brother Aubertus died at Malden Hospital where the ruddy complexion, 

the mane of red hair, and the wrestler's physique succumbed to the rav-

ages of cancer that took five months to claim him. 

 

 

BROTHER KAMIEL  (Antoine Vandenweghe) 

Born:  Gullegem, West Flanders, Belgium, August 29, 1903 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 13, 1980 

 

At the time that Antoine Vandenweghe entered the Juniorate at age nine 

in 1913, two of his half-brothers were already Xaverians:  Brothers 

Michel (February 7) and Xavier (May 1), and his uncle, Brother Theofiel 

(March 9), was the first Provincial of the Belgian Province.  Brother 

Kamiel was a refugee during both World Wars.  In 1914 he left 

Houthulst with the other aspirants and the members of the community 

and lived in North Brabant in Holland until the end of the war.  After go-

ing to the Congo in 1936, his health deteriorated and, in 1941, when the 

German occupation of Belgium prevented his return there, he went to 

the United States for hospitalization and treatment.  He served in several 

schools of the American Province before he went back to Belgium in 

1947.  For some years he taught French in the only school the Belgian 

Xaverians ever ran in the Walloon Country, at Spy near Namur.  He also 

taught typing at the Institute in Bruges.  Brother Kamiel was an accom-

plished pianist, and he composed a number of musical works.  In the ear-

ly 1930's he directed a boys' choir and founded a small orchestra.  A 

heart attack in early November, 1980, led to his death at St. John's Hos-

pital in Bruges in less than two weeks. 
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N O V E M B E R   1 3 

 

 

BROTHER JEROME  (Leroy Francis Lamont) 

Born:  Enfield, Connecticut, December 3, 1912 

Died:  Northridge, California, November 13, 1987 

 

If you had to choose one word to describe Brother Jerome, it would be 

professional.  As a teacher of business subjects, editor of WORKING 

FOR BOYS, community procurator, manager of bookstores, and as a re-

ligious, he was completely thorough in his work, clear in his methods, 

detailed in fulfilling whatever would be expected, and fiercely loyal and 

generous to the schools where he taught and to the Brothers with whom 

he lived.  At the age of twenty-seven and after working for years at the 

Sage Allen Company in Hartford,  Leroy Lamont entered our novitiate 

in 1940.  If he was what was then described as a delayed vocation, he 

was nevertheless a man who, having made up his mind, stuck to his de-

termination for the next forty-seven years.  He began his teaching career 

with a year at St. Joseph's in Somerville (1944); this was followed by 

seven years at St. Xavier's where he also served as athletic director, four-

teen years at Cardinal Hayes in the Bronx, and eight years at Alemany in 

Mission Hills where he was the steward of the school's finances.  In be-

tween he spent one year as Provincial Secretary at Newton Highlands 

and eleven years as editor of the WORKING FOR BOYS magazine.  In 

the 1950's and early 1960's, he served as Director of summer camps in 

Leonardtown, Maryland (Camp Calvert on Breton Bay); Hackettstown, 

New Jersey (St. Joseph's Villa); and Staatsburg-on-Hudson, New York 

(Dominican Camp for Boys).  Brother Jerome succumbed to the ravages 

of bone cancer with which he had been struggling for four months.  Born 

on the feast of St. Francis Xavier, he died on the feast of St. Frances Xa-

vier Cabrini for whom he had a special devotion. 

N O V E M B E R   1 4 
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BROTHER JOGUES  (Joseph B. Greer) 

Born:  Utica, New York, September 17, 1905 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, November 14, 1966 

 

"Bud" Greer, the second of the Happy Valley boys to enter the Congre-

gation (Brother Patricius Dougherty had been the first in 1919), was one 

of eleven children.  He was the valedictorian of the 1923 graduating 

class from Assumption Academy which was staffed by the Brothers.  

The wages from a few years' work was a fine help to a large family, but 

in 1926 he joined the Xaverian Brothers and became Brother Jogues, 

having selected the name of a martyr associated with the same valley 

from which he came.  His first assignment was at St. Michael's Diocesan 

High School in Brooklyn where he taught Latin and English and served 

as the moderator of the Drama Club and the school newspaper, "The 

Michaelog."  During the 1938-39 school year, he was on sabbatical, liv-

ing at Xaverian College and completing his degree work at Catholic 

University.  He assisted Brother Martin John (March 18) in the produc-

tion of the Centenary Pageant that was presented at the old Lyric Theater 

in Baltimore in 1939.  For one year Brother Jogues taught in the quiet 

surroundings of the Peabody Juniorate.  He missed the big cities and the 

chance to root for school teams in interscholastic competition.  Happily, 

the following year he was transferred to St. X.  Louisville gave him the 

outlet for his penchant for rooting.  No athlete himself, he was so devot-

ed to athletics that those who knew him recall his role as fan as the pre-

dominant characteristic of his personality.  He was probably the origina-

tor of the classic paean of hope, "Wait 'till next year."  Brother Jogues 

held Superiorships at St. Michael's (1944-1950) and the Working Boys' 

Home and for six years was assistant to Brother Provincial William 

Sheehan (August 27).  His final assignment was as editor of WORKING 

FOR BOYS.  Having developed a heart condition and having lost his 

mother and two brothers within months of one another, he was very con-

scious of death.  He warned the provincial to have a replacement in 

mind, then typed out detailed instructions for the editor-to-be and carried 

on as usual.  While rooting the St. John's Prep football team to victory in 

the company of the son of one of his old St. Michael's boys, he suffered 
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a massive cerebral hemorrhage.  He died the following morning at Hunt 

Memorial Hospital without regaining full consciousness. 

N O V E M B E R   1 4 

 

BROTHER ADRIEN DE VOS (Brother Médard) 

Born: Brugge, Belgium, March 9, 1909 

Died: Zelzate, Belgium, November 14, 2000 

 

 

Brother Adrien (Médard) de Vos died at the age of 91 at St. Jan Nursing 

Home, Zelzate, Belgium on November 14, 2000. His Mass of Christian 

Burial was celebrated at Our Lady’s Church, Bruges. After the funeral 

liturgy, Brother Adrien’s family gathered with the Brothers for a lunch-

eon at the Rijkenheem. 

Born in 1909 in Bruges, Belgium, Adrian de Vos entered the Xaverian 

Brothers and received the religious name Médard in 1926. Countless 

people remember him as a conscientious and meticulous teacher. A 

faithful diarist, he probably recorded at one time or another the names of 

most of the students he taught over the years in Flanders and in Congo. 

He kept all his diaries together, just as he kept everything else together, 

one trait that made his Brothers smile at times. 

When age forced him to slow down, he maintained his interests, follow-

ing the activities in the port of Zeebrugge and arranging his remarkable 

collection of minerals. He was shocked when one spoke about “stones”. 

They were not “stones”; they were precious minerals, part of the earth’s 

crust. For hours he could speak about them, provided that his listeners 

were interested. 

In 1997, Brother Adrien had to leave Heist where he had been for almost 

thirty years. In the beginning, he seemed to thrive in Bruges, his native 

town. His health declined after a while. His memory began to fail and he 

needed help. When his fellow Brothers and their helpers could do no 

more, he went to a nursing home run by the Brothers of Charity in 

Zelzate (East Flanders) where he received excellent nursing. After sev-



736 

enty-five years as a Brother, he peacefully went to his Lord, the Lord 

that he had loyally served. A nurse had just wished him good night. He 

lives on in the heart of his Brothers. 

 

N O V E M B E R   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER HENRY  (August Verdruye) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, May 29, 1882 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 15, 1904 

 

Brother Henry entered on August 28, 1899, when he was seventeen, and 

received the habit two years later on September 17, 1901.  Clothed in the 

habit at the same time was Brother Maurice who died on July 18, 1903.  

Both of these young men had short careers in religion.  Professed on 

September 8, 1904, Brother Henry died two months later in his twenty-

third year. 

 

 

BROTHER LORENZO  (Edward B. Fultz) 

Born:  Halifax, Nova Scotia, July 9, 1893 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, November 15, 1942 

 

Brother Lorenzo was a short, stocky individual with shiny face and 

wavy red hair who looked out on the world from behind thick lenses.  

He was very competent and very versatile.  In addition to his being an 

excellent teacher in the elementary grades, he could be called upon, if 

the need arose, to substitute for the cook or the tailor.  He could take 

charge of any affair or situation and do it all with a professional flair.  

He had wonderful self-confidence.  Invalided by a heart condition, 

Brother Lorenzo died in his fiftieth year. 

 

 

BROTHER MICHAEL SMITH  (Brother Patrick) 

Born:  Middlesboro, Kentucky, March 24, 1918 
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Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 15, 1984 

 

Brother Michael entered the Sacred Heart Novitiate at Fortress Monroe, 

Virginia, on February 15, 1946, when he was twenty-seven.  He took the 

religious name of Patrick, but in the 1960's he reverted to his baptismal 

name.  Brother Michael taught at St. Patrick's School in Baltimore (1947 

to 1951), Mount St. Joseph's (1951 to 1958), St. Xavier's (1958 to 1962), 

Xaverian High in Brooklyn (1962 to 1967), and Our Lady of Good 

Counsel High School in Wheaton (1967 to 1970).  The next year Brother 

Michael attended Canisius College in Buffalo, New York, and became 

certified in the education of the deaf.  From 1971 to 1975 he ministered 

at St. Francis DeSales School for the Deaf in Brooklyn.  He returned to 

St. Xavier in 1975 and taught there for the next five years.  He spent a 

year on the faculty of St. Joseph Central High School in Huntington, 

West Virginia, and then joined the retirement community at Ryken 

House in Louisville in 1981.  He died at Methodist Hospital in Louis-

ville from complications brought on by the advanced stages of diabetes.  

He was sixty-six years of age and had been a Xaverian for thirty-eight 

years. 

N O V E M B E R   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER NILUS CULLEN (Cornelius Francis Cullen) 

Born: Baltimore, Maryland, December 7, 1912 

Died: La Paz, Bolivia, November 15, 1995 

 

Cornelius Cullen came to know the Xaverian Brothers as a student at 

Mount St. Joseph’s.  He graduated in 1931, and for a while continued his 

studies at Loyola College, Baltimore.  He entered the congregation on 

September 17, 1933 and on March 19 of the following year he was ad-

mitted to the novitiate and was thereafter known as Brother Nilus.  In 

June, 1938, after professing final vows on March 19, he completed his 

studies at Catholic University and the following September began his 

teaching career at the Mount.  His qualities as a leader were recognized 

early, and in 1946, after eight years at his first mission, at the age of 34, 
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he was appointed superior and headmaster of Leonard Hall, 

Leonardtown, Maryland. 

 

For the next thirty-six years, Nilus filled positions of leadership includ-

ing superior at St. Joseph’s Preparatory School, Bardstown, Kentucky, 

(1953-1956), provincial of the American Province (1956-1962) provin-

cial delegate for Bolivia (1962-1968), and director of the Educational 

Center in Carmen Pampa, Bolivia (1962-1982). 

 

In 1962, at age fifty, Brother Nilus began the second phase of his mis-

sion as a Xaverian Brother.  Having served on the U.S. Bishops’ special 

committee on Latin America when provincial, he responded to the re-

quest of Bishop Thomas Manning, a former student of his at the Mount, 

to begin a Xaverian mission in the Prelacy of Coroico with the education 

of very poor Indian children.  The situation in Bolivia at this time called 

for his assets as a leader.  Nilus built buildings, bulldozed roads, dug 

trenches to channel water to the school.  He fell in love with the 

campesinos, while helping to organize a coffee cooperative, develop a 

teacher training program, an elementary school and an education pro-

gram for adult campesinos who never went to school.  He even designed 

a street plan for the local community of Carmen Pampa which today 

bears his name, Villa Nilo. 

 

In 1982, Nilus left Carmen Pampa and went to the Seminario del Espir-

itu Santo in Espada to help Bishop Manning build the seminary.  Nilus’ 

contribution to the physical plant is evident everywhere at Espada. But 

Nilus also taught at the seminary—lessons beyond English and account-

ing—lessons that would last: on any given night, one would find his 

room filled with the young seminarians.  For them Nilus was the father 

many never had, a friend, and a trusted counselor.  He had made room in 

his heart so that the campesinos would feel at home in his presence and 

in doing so he made Bolivia his home.  It was his wish to finish his life 

and mission as a Xaverian with the people he had come to love. 
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Brother Nilus died at the Hospital of the Assumption in La Paz in the 

arms of one of the seminarians, now Father Freddy Del Vilar, who 

serves as a curate in Sorata near Espada.  The funeral Mass was cele-

brated by his former student, Bishop Thomas Manning, at the Seminario 

del Espiritu Santo in Espada where he was laid to rest. 

 

N O V E M B E R   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER ROBERT DECLOEDT (Brother Albinus [Albien]) 

Born: Staden, Belgium, August 21, 1912 

Died: Bruges, Belgium, November 15, 1998 

 

After surviving a difficult boyhood as a refugee in France with his fami-

ly during World War I, and the early death of this father, young Robert 

Decloedt followed his half brother , Brother Raymond (September 18) 

into the Xaverian juniorate at Moerkerke.  However, although both 

shared the same vocation, their characters differed immensely.  Even as 

a teacher, Brother Raymond was extremely shy and timid, while Robert 

had a rather outgoing and jovial personality, always ready for a joke and 

a good laugh. 

 

On September 8, 1928, Robert became a Xaverian novice at Torhout 

with the name of Brother Albinus or “Albien” as he was usually called, 

but some 40 years later he would prefer to be officially known again by 

his baptismal and family names.  A successful student at the diocesan 

normal school in Torhout, he later studied at St. Thomas Institute, a 

training center for secondary teachers under the direction of the de La 

Salle Brothers in Brussels.  Thanks to this background, and his natural 

ability, he proved to become a talented teacher at both primary and sec-

ondary levels, very dedicated to his students and much appreciated by 

the boys and their parents.  He served in several Xaverian schools: 

Bruges, Heist, Houthulst, Knokke and Zedelgem.  His final assignment 

was as headmaster of the primary section of St. Francis Xavier's Institute 
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in Bruges, from 1962 to 1972, when he retired from school activities.  

although remaining a member of the community in Bruges. 

 

In his final years, he had to cope with serious illness, surgery and hospi-

talization.  In the presence of a nurse and two confrères, he died of intes-

tinal cancer at St. Francis Xavier's Clinic in Bruges, in the early morning 

of November 15, 1998 at the age of eighty-six. 

N O V E M B E R   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER AMANDUS  (Bernard De Decker) 

Born:  Cluysen, Belgium, June 12, 1835 

Died:  Norfolk, Virginia, November 16, 1891 

 

At the age of twenty-six, Brother Amandus entered the Congregation in 

Bruges on April 25, 1861, and more than likely he helped to move the 

community belongings from "Het Walletje" to the rented DeClyncke 

House in Nieuwe Street.  Nothing much is known about him except that 

in 1881 he was sent to the United States, and that ten years later he died 

of cancer of the throat at St. Vincent's Hospital in Norfolk, Virginia.  

The previous September the Brothers had begun to staff St. Mary's 

Academy in Norfolk.  Brother Amandus was not a member of the com-

munity there; he had been sent to Norfolk for treatment. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 206. 
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N O V E M B E R   1 6 

 

BROTHER GREGORY G. TURLIK  

Born: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,  September 3, 1949 

Died: Silver Spring, Maryland, November 16, 2001 

 

Entering from Our Lady of Good Counsel High School, Brother Gregory 

received a Bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Mary-

land and a Master’s degree in social work from the Catholic University 

of America.  He began his teaching career at his alma mater, Good 

Counsel, but quickly, his love and concern for the poor took his life in a 

new direction.  With a Master’s degree in social work, he worked for 

three years at Saint Joseph Villa in Richmond, Virginia, before returning 

to Good Counsel to organize the school’s volunteer outreach program.  

From 1988 until illness forced his retirement, Greg worked with the 

homeless in Bethesda, Maryland.   

 

In his eulogy for Greg, Brother Daniel Doherty said that Greg was a man 

who “Truly lived the counsel given to the Brothers in their Fundamental 

Principles:  ‘In this life of following Christ allow yourself therefore to be 

given away, together with your Brothers, as nourishment for others, as 

bread that is broken.’”  Greg’s love for the poor and the homeless was 

the hallmark of this life.  He gave himself away “as bread that is broken” 

for the good of the poor and marginalized.   

 

He was afflicted in his early forties with a rare neuro-degenerative dis-

ease, neuroacanthocytosis.  The disease first robbed him of his balance, 

and his wheelchair replaced walking.  It took away his ability to swallow 

food, and eventually even robbed him of his ability to speak.  Brother 

Michael McCarthy wrote in the Concordia:  

 

“This man who had been the voice of the voiceless, now had to use 

a LINK device which mechanically spoke aloud the words he 

typed.  In his final days he had been robbed of all his physical 

powers, yet his spirit remained undaunted as his poems and jour-
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naling attest:  ‘This disease robs me of my ability to run or to walk 

and limits my ability to speak clearly.  But it does not diminish my 

capacity to love and to be loved by persons who are milestones to 

me.’”  

 

Brother Michael continued:  

 

“Gregory Turlik crossed the Good Counsel graduation stage two 

times in his life.  The first time he walked across to receive his di-

ploma as a graduating senior in 1967.  The second time he was 

pushed across in his wheelchair to be honored as Good Counsel 

renamed the prestigious service award to a graduate in his name.”   

 

The last ten years of Greg Turlik’s life were a living crucifixion.  Aware 

as he was that his life would be short, he wanted his funeral to be a joy-

ful occasion, and it was.  Celebrated at Saint Augustine’s Church in 

Washington, DC, where he worshiped every Sunday, Greg’s funeral cel-

ebrated joyfully his life and the resurrection he achieved at his death.                                               

 

 

 

N O V E M B E R   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER CONSTANTINE  (Bartholomew McGuinness) 

Born:  Airshire, Scotland, February 2, 1867 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 17, 1936 

 

Brother Constantine, who was eighteen when he entered the novitiate in 

September, 1885, seemed very unimportant in comparison with the re-

cent arrivals from Lowell, Massachusetts:  Brothers James (March 28), 

Thomas (June 24), and Paul (June 18).  But he had one distinct ad-

vantage--having attended schools in Canada, he knew how to keep boys 

in a boarding school occupied morning, noon, and night.  For this help, 
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Brother Isidore always acknowledged his indebtedness to Brother Con-

stantine. 

 

 

BROTHER COSMAS  (Francis E. Dailey) 

Born:  Charlestown, Massachusetts, January 24, 1884 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, November 17, 1961 

 

Brother Cosmas died in his seventy-eighth year, his sixty-first in the 

Congregation.  A graduate of St. Joseph's Parochial School in Somer-

ville, he became an aspirant on February 10, 1900, under Brother 

Cajetan Van Tournhout (February 19) at St. John's in Danvers.  Two 

years later he was assigned to teach at St. Mary's Male Academy in Nor-

folk, Virginia.  He continued active in the classroom down to his retire-

ment in 1958.  He was the quiet sort of person who reveled in a good 

book. 

 

 

BROTHER AUGUSTIN  (Michel Veranneman) 

Born:  Roeselare, West Flanders, Belgium, January 6, 1893 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 17, 1962 

 

Entering in 1906 in his thirteenth year, Brother Augustin received the 

habit on September 8, 1910.  After having completed normal school, he 

taught at several elementary schools.  He was Principal of St. Mary 

Magdalen Parochial School in Bruges.  Subsequently he taught in the 

secondary school section of the Institute in Bruges.  For almost twenty 

years, down to 1954, he was a Provincial Councillor.  Brother Augustin 

was outstanding in his eagerness to be of service to his neighbor both in 

and out of the community.  At the time of his death, he was sixty-nine 

years old and had been with us fifty-six years. 

 

 

 

N O V E M B E R   1 7 
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BROTHER ROBERT  (Cyril De Schrevel) 

Born:  Krombeke, Belgium, April 30, 1886 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 17, 1962 

 

Brother Robert, like Brother Augustin who died on the same day, was an 

aspirant at thirteen.  He received the habit in April, 1903, at the age of 

seventeen.  He was one of the pioneers to be trained at the normal school 

in Torhout.  His long teaching career was divided between St. James Pa-

rochial School in Bruges and the Institute.  In the classroom he was a 

driver--an understanding one.  He died in his seventy-seventh year after 

a year in the infirmary due to a heart condition. 

N O V E M B E R   1 8 

 

 

BROTHER PATRICK  (John Ryall) 

Born:  London, England, December 15, 1856 

Died:  Mayfield, England, November 18, 1907 

 

Brother Patrick entered the Congregation in June of 1884 in his twenty-

eighth year.  He received the habit five years later on June 20, 1889.  For 

years he was in sole charge of the engine room at Mayfield where he 

was responsible for pumping water from the wells and also for the heat-

ing operations.  His jovial and kind disposition made him a favorite 

among both the Brothers and the boys.  He died of a heart attack in his 

fifty-first year.  He had just returned from chapel where he had been to 

confession and was clearing supper dishes in the Brothers' dining room 

when he was stricken. 

 

 

BROTHER EPHREM  (Richard Shea) 

Born:  Somerville, Massachusetts, February 1, 1877 

Died:  Manchester, New Hampshire, November 18, 1913 
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Brother Ephrem joined the Brothers when he was nineteen and spent 

seventeen years in community.  His first assignment was at Wheeling in 

1897 where he was a member of the pioneer community at Central 

Catholic High School.  Subsequent years found him teaching at St. Pat-

rick's in Baltimore, Deep River in Connecticut, and St. Agnes Institute in 

Manchester, New Hampshire, where he also served as Superior.  Strick-

en while teaching a class at St. Agnes, he appeared to be seriously ill.  A 

priest and a doctor were summoned.  The priest arrived first.  "Brother," 

he said, "prepare for death.  You have scarcely fifteen minutes to live."  

The unconcerned Brother Ephrem replied, "Father, for the past seven-

teen years I have prepared for this moment." 

MEN AND DEEDS,  p. 378. 

N O V E M B E R   1 9 

 

 

BROTHER LINUS  (John Leonard) 

Born:  Holywell, County Monaghan, Ireland, June 24, 1844 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 19, 1881 

 

The first death recorded after the formation of the American Province 

was that of Brother Linus, who entered the community in England on Ju-

ly 22, 1865, when he was twenty-one.  Seven years later he was assigned 

to St. Mary's Industrial School, and he may have accompanied Brother 

Alexius Vander Wee (February 24), who in 1872 was sent from May-

field where he was Superior to take charge of the institution in Balti-

more.  Brother Linus' only assignment in America was St. Mary's, and 

he died there at the age of thirty-seven, having spent sixteen years in re-

ligion. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 195. 

 

N O V E M B E R   2 0 

 

 

BROTHER ALPHONSUS  (James Duffy) 

Born:  Broomhouse, Scotland, July 17, 1904 
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Died:  Mayfield, England, November 20, 1973 

 

Brother Alphonsus from Lanarkshire, Scotland, entered two days after 

his eighteenth birthday.  An honors student in the classics, he taught for 

fifty years until declining health forced him into retirement.  In January, 

1973, he agreed to accept the amenities provided at Bradley House, the 

Brothers' retirement home at Mayfield College.  He died quite unexpect-

edly of a coronary thrombosis. 

 

 

BROTHER JEROME  (Gustaaf Debruyne) 

Born:  Slype, West Flanders, Belgium, April 8, 1901 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 20, 1976 

 

Brother Jerome was fourteen and World War I was in progress when he 

was accepted as an aspirant in Bruges.  He was seventeen when he was 

admitted to the novitiate on August 15, 1918.  At twenty-three he was 

appointed Headmaster at Houthulst where he remained for eighteen 

years, serving as Superior during the last six.  In 1941 he was chosen to 

teach at Spy in the Walloon Country where French was the official lan-

guage.  Brother Jerome made the transition painfully but victoriously, 

remaining on until 1955 when he completed his second term as local 

Superior.  Back in West Flanders, he taught for twelve more years be-

fore retiring in 1967.  Major surgery resulted in his needing nursing care 

for the rest of his life--six years.  As a diversion, he shared his drawings, 

poetry, and song--even to personal appearances--with parish groups, 

senior citizens, and the sick.  Brother Jerome died in old St. John's Hos-

pital in Bruges, across the street from St. Francis Xavier Institute. 

N O V E M B E R   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARDUS  (Paul L. Holbert) 

Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, January 22, 1898 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 21, 1955 
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Brother Bernardus was the nephew of Brother Bernard Price (August 

15).  Entering at seventeen, he grew up into a big, heavy-set man, not at 

all like his gaunt uncle or those other Kentuckians, Brothers Linus (July 

31), Christopher (October 20), and Hugh (January 12).  But like them he 

was a true frontiersman, quick on the draw and alert to the marauding 

white Indians at St. John's in Danvers, St. Mary's Industrial School, and 

Mt. St. Joseph's.  At St. John's he served as procurator, and at the Mount 

he was in charge of the cafeteria.  In his last years, Brother Bernardus 

was a diabetic.  He died at fifty-seven.  An autopsy revealed hardening 

of the arteries, a blood clot near the brain, and an aneurism. 

 

N O V E M B E R   2 2 

 

BROTHER  D. STEPHEN O'DONNELL  (Francis D. O'Donnell) 

Born:  Medford, Massachusetts, May 12, 1932 

Died:  Middletown, Connecticut, November 22, 1999.  

 

On the occasion of his Silver Jubilee, Stephen O’Donnell was described 

by a member of the community as a Brother who had that indefinable 

characteristic called color.  He was indeed a colorful man, a man who 

enjoyed life and all those whom he met on the journey. 

 

Born in Medford, Massachusetts, into a family of seven brothers and sis-

ters, Francis D. O’Donnell graduated from Malden Catholic High School 

and entered the Brothers at Old Point Comfort  in 1951.  When he re-

ceived the habit, he was given the name Donard, but when the Provinces 

split, he became Stephen.  Since all of his degrees were in the name 

Donard, he decided he would be D. Stephen, and for the rest of his life 

the Brothers called him “ D.”  His scholastic years were interrupted by a 

brief year at Mount Loretto, that bane of all Xaverians, but a place which 

supplied D with stories for the rest of his life.  Graduating from Catholic 

University, he was assigned to St Teresa of Avila where he was the envy 

of the other Brothers in the community who were slogging through their 

bachelor’s degrees at St John’s University. Stephen earned an M. Ed. 

from Boston College in 1966. 
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His ministry carried him to Xaverian missions in New York, Kentucky, 

Massachusetts, Connecticut and England.  As a student at Malden Cath-

olic, his athletic career began lugging basketballs around as the high 

school team’s manager.  Thirty years later he returned to MC in a similar 

role in a ten-year stint as athletic director.  He fulfilled the same function 

at St. John’s High School.  A highlight of his life was his four-year mis-

sion to England where he taught at Manchester and Mayfield and made 

life-long friends with many Brothers of the English Province.  After his 

return to the United States, he made an annual visit to England where he 

saw none of the sights but enjoyed a visit with the Brothers at Manches-

ter, Strawberry Hill and Mayfield. 

 

When D returned from England to Saint John’s High School, the young-

er Brothers in the Community were somewhat wary of him, but they 

soon came to love him and his eclectic sense of humor.  On one occasion 

a younger Brother had run out of chalk and knocked on the door of Ste-

phen’s classroom to borrow some.  Stephen immediately asked the class 

if they had ever seen him unprepared and without chalk.  Of course, they 

all cried, “no”!  The young Brother had to face the same class the next 

period as they marched in quoting D! The kids saw it as some fraternal 

fun between two Brothers as did the young Brother. 

 

His final assignment at Xavier High School in Middletown, teaching 

English and working in the business office, was interrupted by a sum-

mons to serve as the superior at the Xaverian Brothers High School 

community.  He very much minded leaving Middletown which he did in 

tears.  When the XBHS community closed, D hastened back to Mid-

dletown where they were very glad to have him return.    Although his 

final illness of eight months caused him eventually to be confined to a 

wheel chair, he never lost his sense of humor or his enthusiasm.  As long 

as he was able, he continued to carry out his duties in the school and to 

be an active member of the community.  After a wake and funeral in 

Middletown, his body was brought to Malden Catholic for a second 

wake and funeral Mass at his home parish of Immaculate Conception.   
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D. Stephen had a flair when he entered a room, and no doubt his en-

trance into Glory caused the angels and saints a good laugh as this color-

ful and gregarious Xaverian entered into his eternal reward. 

N O V E M B E R   2 3 

 

 

BROTHER BONIFACE  (Bernard Kerkheuer) 

Born:  Telgte, Germany, October 27, 1827 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, November 23, 1895 

 

Brother Boniface was one of ten who joined in 1855, the year after the 

Founder returned from Louisville.  Of this group, Brother Boniface was 

the only one to persevere although two did remain for several years be-

fore wilting on the vine.  He died at our community country place a few 

miles from Bruges.  His was the first death in the Belgian Province after 

the passing in 1890 of Brother Augustinus Gilbert (March 19). 

 

 

BROTHER EUSTASIUS  (Aram Louis Paradis) 

Born:  Woonsocket, Rhode Island, August 3, 1889 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 23, 1964 

 

While still a boy, the future Brother Eustasius was placed by his father 

in Mt. St. Joseph's Industrial School, a Xaverian-staffed institution for 

the underprivileged which was another of the well-intentioned but ill-

starred ventures undertaken by Brother Provincial Dominic (September 

14) in the early 1900's.  The Millbury school, just outside of Worcester, 

limped along for eighteen years before giving up the struggle.  Brother 

Eustasius' father, a printer, had hopes that his son would become profi-

cient in that trade, but instead the fifteen-year old boy applied for admis-

sion to the Xaverian Brothers.   

 

After six weeks at St. John's Normal College in Danvers, he traveled to 

Baltimore where he entered our novitiate on November 22, 1904.  He 
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became Brother Eustasius that December 8th in a class of eighteen.  

Three persevered--Brother Eustasius, Brother Pachomius (July 20) and 

Brother Simon (March 8).  Brother Eustasius began his teaching aposto-

late at St. Vincent's in Newport News and St. Mary's in Norfolk.  One of 

his duties was to cook once a week; in the years ahead he would do more 

cooking in various missions to which he was assigned.  His main interest 

was the instruction of small boys and this, together with prefecting 

working boys' homes, he did for much of his religious life.   

 

The itinerary he followed included just about every mission then in ex-

istence:  homes in Louisville, Baltimore, Newton Highlands, Elm Grove, 

Detroit, and grade schools in Richmond, Somerville, Lawrence, and 

Leonardtown.  His only venture into an administrative post was during 

the school year 1922-23 when he was Superior of St. Patrick's in Rich-

mond "to close the place" as he put it.  Brother Eustasius' hobbies in-

cluded rosary making and picture taking.  Xaverian gatherings for years 

were not really complete until "Stashe" arrived to make an effort to rec-

ord the event for posterity.  As he grew older, he seemed to increase in 

his ability to say the wrong thing at the moment he was clicking the 

camera.   

 

In the last decade of his life, he settled down at the Mount as cafeteria 

prefect and infirmarian.  Once he had celebrated his golden jubilee, he 

was especially anxious to reach his sixtieth anniversary.  In spite of car-

cinoma of the prostate and arterio-sclerosis, he made it on sheer deter-

mination.  Brother Eustasius was present in a wheelchair for his dia-

mond jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving.  Two days later he died at St. Ag-

nes Hospital. 

N O V E M B E R   2 4 

 

 

BROTHER NILUS  (Henry Terrio) 

Born:  Beverly, Massachusetts, December 29, 1881 

Died:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, November 24, 1932 
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Brother Nilus was an aspirant at St. John's in Danvers, Massachusetts, in 

the rugged 1890's under Brother Cajetan (February 19).  When he began, 

he was not quite thirteen.  A gifted story-teller with a sense of humor, he 

retold his experiences many times to the delight of the more pampered 

generations.  Brother Nilus carried the cross.  As he put it, "Here I am 

not yet fifty and useless."  Partial paralysis developed into complete pa-

ralysis until the patient was completely helpless.  Brother Nilus died at 

the Holy Ghost Hospital in Cambridge, Massachusetts, an institution for 

the incurable. 
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BROTHER CLAVER  (William Foster) 

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, August 8, 1879 

Died:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, November 24, 1940 

 

Brother Claver entered the Congregation on January 12, 1900, and spent 

forty years with us.  He was good company.  He was the favorite target 

for the good-natured joshing emanating from Brother Nilus Terrio who 

died exactly eight years earlier in 1932.  A Falstaffian character, gruff 

and big of paunch, Brother Claver suddenly loomed up as a hero.  Can-

cer began to eat away his nose.  Surgery did the rest.  Wearing an artifi-

cial nose and growing a mustache, he went on as usual.  His best work, 

according to Brother Edmund who wrote the obituary notice, was done 

from his sickbed at the Holy Ghost Hospital for Incurables.  St. Joseph's 

in Somerville he would claim as the school of his heart because he had 

given it fifteen of the best years of his life. 

 

 

BROTHER GEORGE  (George Flynn) 

Born:  Manchester, England, November 18, 1907 

Died:  Eastbourne, England, November 24, 1954 

 

A student at Xaverian College, Manchester, Brother George entered on 

Xavier Day in 1923 when he was sixteen.  Even as a novice, he was re-

ferred to as "Old George."  He taught at Mayfield, Foxhunt, and Bruges, 

where he spent fifteen of his thirty one years in religion.  He was a 

watch-in-hand man in whom punctuality seemed a phobia.  Operated on 

for the removal of an ulcer, he died a week after his forty-seventh birth-

day.  Peritonitis had set in. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 4 

 

 

BROTHER ALBERT VERPLANCKE  (Brother Libert) 

Born: Torhout, August 26, 1926 

Died: Brugge, November 24, 2010 

 

 

Rather often, Brother Bert said, “I’m eighty-four, and I don’t want to 

live any longer.  I’m ready to die.  Although there are days when I feel 

like resisting death, when I am in such a state of mind, I pray for the 

Lord not to take me away but to wait until I am quiet again.” 

 

On Wednesday, November 24, 2010 while he was having breakfast, he 

suddenly said: “It’s enough.  I don’t resist anymore.  Help me lie down.  

I feel very tired and want some rest.”  A few minutes later, his breaths 

slowed down, and he died very quietly.  The Lord had answered his 

prayers. 

 

Brother Bert was born in Torhout, August 26, 1926.  He entered the 

Xaverian Brothers and pronounced his perpetual vows on August, 30, 

1950.  By that profession he committed himself to seek and to live 

God’s will and to share with his Brothers the apostolic appointed tasks. 

 

During his lifetime, Brother Bert was very involved in our apostolate of 

education, but especially as duty-master in Knokke where he served for 

more than twenty-five years.  In this context it is worthwhile mentioning 

that at that time most Brothers did not like going to Knokke since 

youngsters there, maybe because of the proximity of the North Sea, were 

known as sharp chaps for whom discipline was not self-evident.  But for 

Brother Bert authority was not a problem.  His pupils spontaneously felt 

he was a man apart, an exceptional man who expressed his feelings in an 

original and creative way. 
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Brother Bert was an artist who drew and did modeling work.  Above his 

bed he had a crucifix he had sculpted himself.  One day, one of the nurs-

es said: “It’s unbelievable but in the face of the crucified, I recognized 

his face.” 

 

Brother Bert was a grateful man.  For each good act, he had an expres-

sion of thanks often spiced with fine humor.  He was a wonderful 

Xaverian who is now praying for us in the peace of God. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 5 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARDUS  (Gysbert Broeders) 

Born:  Oosterhout, Holland, November 19, 1826 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, November 25, 1913 

 

Brother Bernardus received the habit on Candlemas Day in 1852 when 

he was twenty-six.  In the Infant School at "Het Walletje," he was unu-

sually successful in teaching the beginners.  He loved each one of them.  

Later he taught at St. James Parochial School for so long that grandfa-

thers could tell their grandsons, "Brother Bernardus taught me my let-

ters, too."  He died six days after his eighty-seventh birthday.  His lon-

gevity may have been due to his faithfulness in taking the cold-water 

cure.  He was the infirmarian in the days when the Founder did some of 

the prescribing after he had consulted Doctor Van der Plancke.  For the 

"summum bonum" treatment, it was Brother Bernardus' job to tuck in 

the wet, icy-cold sheets around the man who felt unwell. 

 

 

BROTHER LAMBERTUS  (Thomas F. Casey) 

Born:  Milton, Massachusetts, September, 16, 1897 

Died:  Danville, New Jersey, November 25, 1944 

 

Brother Lambertus's first assignments were to our schools in Virginia.  

Afterward he spent eleven years in Lawrence, one in Danvers, and two 

in Somerville.  In 1943 he was sent to his last mission, St. Teresa's in 

Brooklyn.  For years Brother Lambertus had suffered from bronchial 

asthma.  It was not unusual, but it was frightening to see him turn purple 

as he struggled in his effort to breathe.  A cardiac condition made mat-

ters worse.  In October, 1944, after a particularly violent attack, he was 

hospitalized and given the last rites.  Responding to treatment, he im-

proved rapidly and was sent to St. Francis Rest Home in Danville, New 

Jersey, to recuperate.  He was preparing to return to St. Teresa's when 
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another attack carried him off.  He was two months beyond his forty-

seventh birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER ARTHUR  (Franz Janssens) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, August 19, 1912 

Died:  Roeselare, Belgium, November 25, 1989 

 

Brother Arthur entered the Congregation in 1928 when he was fifteen.  

Five years later he began his teaching career at Zedelgem.  Prior to 

World War II he also taught at Houthulst, Heist, and the Institute in 

Bruges.  He did military service as a medic in the early years of World 

War II.  Completing his higher studies in math in 1941, he taught from 

that year through 1973 at the Institute in Bruges.  Besides "old-time 

math," he occasionally taught language and literature courses.  Brother 

Arthur was small of stature, witty, and never at a loss for repartee.  From 

1950 to 1966 he served as Provincial Treasurer.  His health began to fail 

in 1985, and his speech became incomprehensible.  He spent time at the 

nursing home of the Black Sisters in Bruges and at the Sacred Heart 

Hospital in Roeselare where he died at the age of seventy-seven.  Broth-

er Arthur was buried at the town cemetery of Steenbrugge.  He had been 

a Xaverian Brother for sixty-one years. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 5 

 

BROTHER DANIËL  (Hubert Hamerlinck) 

Born: Sotteville-lez-Rouen, France, December 22,1917.  

Died: Knokke, Belgium, November 25, 2002.  

 

 

Brother Daniël (Hubert Hamerlinck) was a brother of Brother Romain 

(May 15) who died in1941 at the age of 22. After receiving his teacher's 

diploma in 1937, Brother was assigned to the primary school at Saint 

Francis Xavier Institute in Brugge.  After scarcely two years he had to 

serve in the army from September 1939 until June 21, 1940 because of 

World War II.  

 

He was even a prisoner of war.  Everyone was concerned learning that 

the boat carrying prisoners had been sunk in a mine explosion,  but 

Brother Daniël survived. 

 

Brother Daniël taught  five years in Brugge, a year in Heist, and twenty-

eight years in Knokke.  He retired from school in 1979, and for 25 years 

he was the treasurer of the community in Knokke. He liked being in the 

open air: the nature reserve, the sea, the mountains.  Although blessed 

with good health for most of his life, nevertheless during the past five 

years he became very weak and died peacefully at Knokke on November 

25, 2002. 

N O V E M B E R   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER AMBROSE  (James Mitchell) 

Born:  County Mayo, Ireland, 1847 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 26, 1867 

 

Brother Ambrose joined the community from Louisville and received 

the habit at St. Xavier's Institute on August 15, 1865.  He died two years 

later at the age of twenty after an illness of six months' duration.  As 
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they said in those days, he had gone into a decline.  He was buried in the 

Portland Cemetery.  According to Brother Isidore (September 5), Broth-

er Ambrose had been an actor, and it was he who gave the professional 

touch to the community entertainments. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 80. 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS XAVIER  (THEODORE JAMES RIJKEN) 

FOUNDER OF THE XAVERIAN BROTHERS 

Born:  Elshout, Holland, August 30, 1797 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 26, 1871 

 

Shortly before his death, Brother Anselm Bradley wrote to his mother:  

"It is now in my sickness that I see and experience in a particular manner 

the tender affection our Reverend Superior bears to his spiritual chil-

dren....He comes every moment to ask how I am, and you ought to see 

with what solicitude he then examines me, with what care he questions 

the doctor, asking him what he must give me and how he must treat me 

and telling him not to spare any expense if he can only cure me." 

 

 

 

BROTHER CYRIL  (Thomas Wall) 

Born:  London, England, February 12, 1871 

Died:  Brighton, England, November 26, 1940 

 

Brother Cyril, who had entered when he was fifteen, pronounced his 

vows on December 3, 1891, two months before he was twenty-one.  In a 

few years he was Superior at Mayfield and remained in office all his life.  

He was Provincial of the English Province from 1908 until 1925.  He 

founded Xaverian College at Brighton in 1909.  He established the novi-

tiate at Deeping St. James in 1919, remaining there until 1938 when he 

became Superior at Brighton.  He died unexpectedly of a stroke in his 

seventieth year. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER FELICIAN  (Benedict T. Minghini) 

Born:  Martinsburg, West Virginia, November 15, 1897 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 26, 1957 

 

Some of the brethren were quite positive that they could distinguish 

Brother Felician from his identical twin, Brother Pancras (January 6), 

but most were never quite sure.  Entering in 1917, Brother Felician was 

one of Brother Julian's first novices.  He was very successful in his work 

with small boys, and for forty years he taught in our elementary schools, 

among them St. Mary's in Lawrence, St. Patrick's in Baltimore, St. Jo-

seph's in Somerville, St. James Home in Baltimore, and the C.Y.O. 

Home for Boys in Detroit.  It was in his last illness that he showed him-

self truly a man of God.  Stricken with cancer of the throat and mouth, 

he made light of his sufferings.  This seemingly ordinary individual 

stood revealed as one endowed to a heroic degree with Christ-like forti-

tude and resignation to God's holy will.  He was an edification to all.  

Sanctification through the purifying process of suffering endured pa-

tiently and heroically surely came to Brother Felician in the last months 

of his illness. 

 

 

BROTHER BONAVENTURE  (Alfred Baldwin) 

Born:  London, England, August 11, 1871 

Died:  Mayfield, England, November 26, 1964 

 

Patriarchal Brother Bonaventure died in his ninety-fourth year, his sev-

enty-fifth in the Congregation.  His whole life was tied in with Mayfield.  

A month before he was ten, he had been enrolled at Holy Trinity Or-

phanage and sent to Mayfield College as a pupil.  Received as an aspir-

ant at sixteen by Brother Peter Alcantara (January 28), the first English 
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Provincial, he was invested with the habit on June 20, 1889 and made 

his profession on Xavier Day in 1891.  He was the man of many jobs:  

bakehouse, pump house, and cleaning and trimming the lamps in the 

paraffin oil days.  Devoted to Our Lady, he loved to accompany the pil-

grims to Lourdes.  In his declining years he was a very eager worker for 

Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Making Club.  Blessed with a sunny disposi-

tion, he endeared himself to many generations of the "Old Boys" of 

Mayfield who treasure his memory. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 6 

 

BROTHER ROBERT VAN MAELE (Brother Engelbert) 

Born:  Swevezeele, Belgium, March 22, 1922  

Died:  Brugge, Belgium, November 26, 2012 

 

Brother Robert Van Maele passed away at the Brothers’ residence on 

Mariastraat, Brugge, early in the morning of  November 26.  He was 90 

years of age and had celebrated his 75th jubilee the previous September.   

Born in Swevezeele, Belgium, he became a postulant on February 2, 

1937, and entered the novitiate later that year on September 8, taking the 

religious name of Brother Engelbert. He professed his first vows on 

same day in 1939, and made his perpetual vows on 28 October 1945. 

 

Brother Robert taught both at Brugge and at Knokke before being mis-

sioned to Africa in 1956. There he taught in Kasenga, and in Likasi at 

the Bausa and at the Railroad School.  After 40 years in Congo, he re-

turned to Belgium in 1996. 

 

He was known for his musical talent, and this was part of Brother Rob-

ert’s  activity wherever he was missioned: in Brugge, he was associated 

with the youth movement that was the beginning of the current "SFX-

band." He also founded a similar band  in Knokke and later in Kasenga; 

and was well-known for his choir in Likasi. 

 

A love for all things Flemish was his from his childhood, in Belgium 

and in Congo. In Likasi he was a member of the Flemish club and his 

French-speaking choir members even sang a Flemish song, perhaps 

more than one! 

 

After suffering a fractured leg in 2006, Brother Robert was severely lim-

ited in his walking and was eventually confined to a wheelchair. This 

limited mobility, combined with persistent hearing difficulties and di-

minished eyesight, was a burden for Brother Robert who loved to read, 

to listen to recordings of his choirs, and to play the keyboard. In the 
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meantime, he reached the respectable age of 90 years, which gave him 

the honor of being the third oldest Brother of the congregation. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 7 

 

 

BROTHER BONIFACE  (John T. Ryan) 

Born:  Hull, England, March 31, 1880 

Died:  Isle of Wight, England, November 27, 1899 

 

Brother Boniface received the habit at Mayfield on September 8, 1896, 

when he was sixteen.  Brother Jerome (October 25) was his Superior; 

Brother Cyril (November 26) his Headmaster and Novice Master.  The 

staff at Mayfield had been depleted to provide for the newly-founded 

Clapham College.  Brother Boniface, prematurely inducted into teach-

ing, labored diligently to make himself proficient.  When his health 

broke down, he was sent to a sanitarium at Ventnor on the Isle of Wight.  

He died in his twentieth year. 

 

 

BROTHER OSWIN  (Walter A. Melia) 

Born:  New York City, New York, July 3, 1905 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 27, 1977 

 

As a teen-ager, Walter Aloysius Melia lived in Alexandria, Virginia, and 

attended the parish school which we staffed.  The pastor had named it 

The Xaverian School.*  After an aspirancy at Old Point Comfort, Vir-

ginia, and Peabody, Massachusetts, Walter received the habit on August 

15, 1924, and took the name Oswin.  In his professional career, he ob-

tained a degree at the University of Detroit and taught Latin in many of 

our schools in the one-province era, namely Alexandria and Portsmouth 

in Virginia, Brooklyn, the Mount, Ryken High School, Keith Academy, 

St. Francis deSales in Utica and the CYO Home in Detroit.  He spent his 

last days in semi-retirement at St. Xavier's in Louisville.  He died of 

cancer at the local Liverpool Hospital and was buried in the Brothers' 

Cemetery at Leonardtown, Maryland. 

*MEN AND DEEDS, p. 328. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER CELESTINE  (William M. Killigrew) 

Born:  The Bronx, New York, October 6, 1939 

Died:  Port Chester, New York, November 28, 1964 

 

Brother Celestine died as the result of an automobile accident on the 

New England Thruway the day after Thanksgiving as he was returning 

with other members of the Xavier High community from the holiday va-

cation at home.  He was only twenty-five.  For two years he had attend-

ed Cardinal Hayes High School on the Grand Concourse in the Bronx, 

and he remained a devoted advocate of everything connected with that 

much-maligned borough of New York.  Brother Celestine left warm and 

lasting memories to his fellow-students at the Juniorate both in Peabody 

and Leonardtown where he was a member of the first graduating class, 

at Xaverian College, at Catholic University where he received his A.B. 

degree in 1963, and to his pupils at Xavier High School where he taught 

history and religion for a little more than a year.  He also ran the 

bookstore, coached the freshmen soccer team, and served as the com-

munity sacristan.  All who knew him loved him. 

Adapted from THE RYKENITE. 

 

 

 

 

N O V E M B E R   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER ANTONY  (James F. Greene) 

Born:  Forest Gate, London, England, September 20, 1891 

Died:  Wadhurst, Sussex, England, November 28, 1970 
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Brother Antony began his teaching career in 1912 and continued it for 

forty-nine years.  Specializing in teaching the juniors, he was exact and 

painstaking.  He retired to Wadhurst in 1966, and at seventy-five he was 

still active and enjoyed long walks in the country.  In 1969 he began to 

fail.  Although suffering from internal cancer, he was never a bed-patient 

and was up and around the day before he died.  He had celebrated his di-

amond jubilee on September 4, 1970. 

 

 

BROTHER TIMOTHY  (Thomas E. Smith) 

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, November 29, 1910 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, November 28, 1989 

 

A graduate of St. Joseph's in Somerville and Somerville High School, 

Brother Timothy began his fifty-eight years with us when he entered the 

novitiate at Fortress Monroe in 1931 at the age of twenty.  His teaching 

assignments would take him the length of the East Coast, from Louis-

ville to Danvers, with stops along the way in Baltimore, Brooklyn, Mt. 

Loretto, Detroit, Newton Highlands, Lowell, and Xaverian Brothers 

High in Westwood where he was stationed over twenty years.  St. Xavi-

er's in Louisville was the first great love among all the other schools 

where he taught, and it is with St. X that his name will always be associ-

ated.  Stationed there for a total of sixteen years between 1936 and 1954, 

he distinguished himself as an athletic coach and a life-long morale 

booster of the boys who comprised his squads.  Thirty-five years after 

leaving St. X and worrying that he had not many more years to live, 

Brother Timothy requested a return to Louisville to spend his final days 

at Ryken House.  There was the lure of St. X, a Camelot, a vision of a 

time when he was a young brother, full of vitality and good health, en-

thusiastic for the school's fame to the point of surfeit.  In Louisville he 

hoped to find tolerance for the aches and pains of a multitude of illnesses 

that had plagued him since a botched operation decades earlier.  Despite 

the welcome and loving care, Brother Timothy's condition worsened 

rapidly.  He died the day before his seventy-ninth birthday at the Mt. 

Holly Nursing Center in Louisville. 
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N O V E M B E R   2 9 

 

 

BROTHER CELESTINE  (John H. Ryan) 

Born:  New York City, New York, October 21, 1866 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 29, 1956 

 

Brother Celestine died a month after his ninetieth birthday.  He had 

spent seventy years and six months in the Congregation, outdoing the 

record of Brother John Seghers (February 27) who was a member for 

sixty-nine years and three months.  A gentle, soft-spoken man, Brother 

Celestine was fiercely self-reliant.  Up until a month before his death, he 

attended chapel under his own powers of locomotion, scorning the 

wheelchair.  His death was the kind we dream about.  He told the Broth-

ers gathered at his bedside, "I am so happy, for now I am going to see 

God." 

 

 

N O V E M B E R   2 9 

 

 

BROTHER CHAD NUDD (John R. Nudd) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, September 16, 1921 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, November 29, 1996 

 

After graduating from St. Michael’s grade school, John Nudd attended 

Keith Academy, the Xaverian Brothers’ High School in Lowell.  He en-

tered the novitiate in Fort Monroe, Virginia in September, 1938, taking 

Chad as his religious name.  After earning a bachelor’s degree in Eng-

lish, he also earned master’s degrees in English and Library Science 

from St. John’s University in Brooklyn, New York.  Later in life, he also 

earned a master’s in guidance and counseling from Salem State College 

in 1973. 
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Over the years, Brother Chad taught at St. Mary’s Industrial School, Our 

Lady of Good Counsel in Manhattan and St. Joseph’s Prep in Bard-

stown, where he coached a championship baseball team. 

 

Between 1956 and 1962, he served as principal of St. John’s High 

School during the transition years when this venerable institution 

moved, one class a year from downtown Worcester to rural Shrewsbury, 

Massachusetts.  Then he was called to spend seven years at various mis-

sion schools in Uganda and Kenya.  He was principal of Fatima College 

in Lira, Uganda until the Xaverian Brothers withdrew when  the Ugan-

dan government stopped funding post-secondary education.  Home, once 

again from Africa, Brother Chad was assigned as teacher and prefect at 

St. John’s Prep in Danvers where he remained for the final twenty-seven 

years of his life. 

 

A very private person, Brother Chad didn’t want to admit to anyone, in-

cluding himself, that he was seriously ill.  He wondered why walking 

was becoming so difficult for him, but did not really listen to his doc-

tors’ explanations and cautions.  After several falls, he still questioned 

the need for any concern on the part of the community.  He died of a 

massive cerebral hemorrhage while his making his usual weekend visit 

to look after the family home in Lowell.  He was seventy-five years old 

and had been a Xaverian Brother for fifty-eight years. 
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N O V E M B E R   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER ANTONIUS  (William Cornelissen) 

Born:  Steenbergen, Holland, April 20, 1847 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, November 30, 1916 

 

Brother Antonius, who entered on May 2,1866, died in his seventieth 

year a few months after his golden jubilee.  He is remembered as a tiny 

man whose face was always lit up with a glorious smile.  His ideal was 

unselfishness.  He always waited until everyone had been taken care of.  

Last week's newspapers would do for him this week.  He was outstand-

ing in other ways--he spoke Dutch, French, and English fluently, and he 

taught piano at the Institute.  He died at work.  He was found sitting in 

his chair in the linen room where he was in charge with a needle in one 

hand and a shirt in the other.  Brother Antonius was a loving and a be-

loved soul. 

 

 

BROTHER PHILIP  (John J. Cummings) 

Born:  New Haven, Connecticut, May 29, 1895 

Died:  Danvers, Massachusetts, November 30, 1973 

 

John Cummings attended Mt. St. John's in Deep River, Connecticut, 

which the Brothers had opened in 1904.  He played in the band under the 

direction of Brother Simon Drury (March 8) whose more than fifty-year 

career as a band director was in its early days at Mt. St. John's.  Travel-

ing to Baltimore in 1909, John entered the Mount as an aspirant.  He 

completed his high school studies there and remained on as a novice and 

scholastic, earning his AB degree from legendary Mt. St. Joseph's Col-

lege in 1917.  He did his graduate studies at Johns Hopkins and at Notre 

Dame where he earned his MA degree in 1927 and where he taught a 

course on Ibsen the following summer.  His active teaching career 

spanned forty-two years and fourteen schools, including posts at now 

all-but-forgotten schools in Newport News, Wheeling, and Wichita, 
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Kansas, which the Brothers staffed from 1916 to 1926 and which was 

Brother Philip's fondest professional recollection.  He could never quite 

bring himself to agree that the four-day train ride out and the four-day 

train ride back which Brother Paul (June 18) was obliged to make during 

his annual visitation was adequate reason for withdrawing the Brothers.  

Actually it was the opening of three new high schools in the East (St. 

Michael's in Brooklyn, Mission High in Roxbury, and Keith Academy in 

Lowell) in September of 1926 which prompted withdrawing the Broth-

ers.  Brother Philip also taught at the Mount, St. Xavier's, St. John's 

Prep, Keith Academy, Malden Catholic, and Flaget High School.  While 

he was an outstanding instructor in all branches of English, he was emi-

nently successful as a teacher of English composition, devoting incredi-

ble hours of his free time to the reading and correcting of themes and 

compositions.  Brother Philip died of pneumonia at Twin Oaks Nursing 

Home in Danvers in his seventy-ninth year, his sixty-second as a 

Xaverian Brother.  Emphysema had confined him to the Prep Infirmary 

for some ten years; he would be the infirmary's last resident. 

 

D E C E M B E R   1 

 

 

BROTHER FIDELIS  (John Wood) 

Born:  St. Helen's, Lancashire, England, November 30, 1881 

Died:  Mayfield, England, December 1, 1930 

 

Brother Fidelis died the day after his forty-ninth birthday, having spent 

twenty-four years in the community.  A jack-of-all trades, he had charge 

of the farm at Mayfield, but that did not interfere with his seeing that all 

boots and shoes were in a decent state of repair.  When the need arose, 

he could also turn his skilled hands to metal work.  He is best remem-

bered as a cheerful soul who sang many good songs. 

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH  (Charles Booth) 

Born:  Leytonstone, London, England, February 16, 1913 
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Died:  Mzedi, Limbe, Nyasaland, December 1, 1957 

 

Brother Joseph was Headmaster at Clapham College when he was as-

signed in October, 1953, as the pioneer Superior at St. Patrick's School 

in Mzedi.  Recalled in three years, he spent a year at home and then went 

back to his heart's desire.  He died of a heart attack during one of those 

Mzedi lightning storms and was buried on St. Francis Xavier Day in the 

Catholic cemetery at Limbe. 
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D E C E M B E R   2 

 

 

BROTHER FRANCIS XAVIER  (Cyril Norris) 

Born:  London, England, October 30, 1900 

Died:  Rottingdean, England, December 2, 1918 

 

Cyril Norris, an Old Boy from Mayfield, entered the novitiate at 

Rottingdean on November 15, 1918, two weeks after his eighteenth 

birthday and four days after the Armistice that ended hostilities in World 

War I.  An epidemic of influenza was sweeping the world and young 

Norris was one of the victims.  On Sunday, December 1, he was permit-

ted to receive the habit and pronounce vows.  He chose the name Francis 

Xavier.  He died the following day, his eighteenth with us. 
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D E C E M B E R   2 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN CASEY (Brother Senan) 

Born: New York, New York, June 18, 1930 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, December 2, 2008 

 

Born in Manhattan and educated at Cardinal Hayes and then the 

Juniorate, John Casey was to spend almost forty years of his long reli-

gious life in the diocese of Brooklyn.  Entering at Old Point in February 

1948, he received the habit and the name Senan on the following feast of 

the Assumption.  Assigned to St. Patrick’s in Baltimore in 1952, John 

completed his bachelor’s degree at Loyola College.  He went on to re-

ceive a master’s degree in Library Science from St. John’s University. 

 

Assigned to St. Michael’s in 1955, John moved with the St. Michael’s 

boys to Xaverian when St. Michael’ closed and remained at Xaverian 

until 1962 when he joined the founding faculty of Nazareth High 

School.  He then spent seven years in Kentucky at St. Joseph’s Bard-

stown and Saint X before returning to Xaverian in 1971.  With one year 

off for sabbatical during the 1987-88 school year, John remained at 

Xaverian in the school until illness forced him to retire.  He remained in 

the Community at Xaverian until 2004 when it was necessary for him to 

receive the greater care which Ryken House could provide. 

 

All his life, John was a community man – friendly, helpful, concerned, 

good humored, loving jokes and pranks even when they were mostly on 

him.  Always ready to lend a hand, in his generosity he sometimes took 

on jobs that put him under some strain, such as when he agreed to be the 

community treasurer at Xaverian High School in the days when the 

Congregation was experimenting with new systems of personal budgets 

and medical insurance.  He was a true New Yorker and a film buff.  He 

would regularly make his way on Saturdays to special theaters in Man-

hattan to meet with other film buffs.  Very often he would surprise you 

with a question on some fine point of Fellini or Ingmar Bergman.  As a 
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result of his sabbatical year at the Chicago Theological Union, he im-

mersed himself in the scriptures.  Back in Bay Ridge he joined a weekly 

scripture study club.  In his last years, one of his biggest crosses was his 

inability to read the scriptures. 

 

All of his life John had a certain innocence about him, a certain sense of 

wonder.  People delighted him, and he was often filled with amazement 

at the wonderful things people did.  He was a natural contemplative.  Af-

ter a heroic struggle with Parkinson’s disease and a confinement to a 

nursing home, John went home to God.  His body may rest in Kentucky, 

but his heart is in Brooklyn. 
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D E C E M B E R   3 -- XAVIER DAY 

 

 

BROTHER GILBERT  (Edward Smith) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, November, 14, 1830 

Died:  Mayfield, England, December 3, 1907 

 

Although Brother Gilbert had passed his forty-second birthday when he 

entered the day before Christmas in 1872, he lived to celebrate thirty-

five years in the Congregation.  He was an accomplished pianist and or-

ganist, and he found full scope for the exercise of his talent when he ac-

companied Brother Cuthbert's great choirs.  In those days Mozart's 

Masses and the like were common-place.  Brother Gilbert also taught in-

strumental music to the boys at Mayfield.  One of these developed into 

an excellent pianist--Brother Bernardine Barry (April 16). 

 

 

BROTHER WALTER  (James J. Dolan) 

Born:  Richmond, Virginia, July 22, 1874 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 3, 1966 

 

Young James Dolan attended the Xaverian-staffed St. Peter's Cathedral 

School in Richmond.  Here he came under the influence of some of the 

outstanding early American Xaverians.  That indomitable schoolman, 

Brother Philip Griffin (March 8), was Superior.  Brother Michael White 

(January 30) was in charge of the altar boys.  By special permission 

from Brother Philip, the future Brother Walter attended the long recrea-

tions with the Brothers on Wednesdays and Sundays.   

 

At age fourteen he requested permission to join, but his father would not 

give his consent.  He remained at home until he was twenty-two and 

then leaving his job at the American Tobacco Company, he entered the 

novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's on July 3, 1896, and became a postulant un-

der Brother Paul Scanlan (June 18).   
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Without even two months of formal religious training, Brother Walter 

was sent to St. Mary's at Lawrence where he remained ten years, ending 

his stay there as Superior.  From 1905 to 1910, he was at Mt. St. Jo-

seph's, teaching a variety of subjects.  For nineteen years he was at 

Leonard Hall, serving as Superior in the pioneering days, 1910 to 1916, 

and back again as teacher from 1920 to 1932.  He served for more than 

twenty-five summers as a counsellor at Camp Columbus, later Camp 

Calvert.  From 1932 until his death, apart from a year at the Sacred 

Heart Novitiate, Brother Walter was assigned to Mt. St. Joseph's, first as 

a teacher, then as a tutor and prefect, and finally as librarian of the 

community library.   

 

His own unflagging care of the sick for the many years he lived on St. 

Barbara's corridor, which presumably, thanks to him, had acquired that 

name after long being known as Agony Row, will long be remembered.  

One of the highlights marking his seventieth year as a Xaverian was the 

presence of Mr. Thomas O'Riordan, then in his eighties, who had been a 

pupil in the first class Brother Walter had taught at St. Mary's in Law-

rence.  Brother Walter died on the patronal feast of the Congregation in 

his ninety-third year. 
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D E C E M B E R   3 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES M.  KELLY (Brother Owen) 

Born:  Worcester, Massachusetts, June 30, 1947 

Died:   Baltimore, Maryland, December 3, 2011 

 

At sunrise on the Feast of St. Francis Xavier, after “fighting the good 

fight,” as he said in his last letter to the Mount St. Joseph Community, 

Brother James Kelly was called home to God surrounded by his sister, 

Pat, his Brothers, and his friend and Mount St. Joseph Principal, Barry 

Fitzpatrick. Brother James died in his 64th year and his 46th year in reli-

gion.  

 

The son of the Joseph and Dorothy (Vigneault) Kelly, Brother James 

joined the Congregation of the Brothers of Saint Francis Xavier after 

graduating from Marian High School in Framingham, MA, where he 

was taught by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston. He always consid-

ered himself a “mail order bride,” as he joined the Congregation without 

having been taught by the Brothers. He made up for his lack of direct 

experience of Xaverian education by immersing himself in all things 

Xaverian at the feet of his novitiate teacher and mentor, Brother Aubert 

Downey. He would become one of the preeminent Xaverian educators 

and administrators, serving as head of three of our schools, including the 

two oldest, St. Xavier’s in Louisville and Mount St. Joseph in Baltimore.  

 

He was also noted for his knowledge of Xaverian history, especially the 

anecdotes and trivia of Xaverian life in America. A generation of 

Xaverian student leaders learned about the history of the Congregation 

from his talk at the annual student leadership retreat. In a similar fash-

ion, new teachers to Xaverian schools in the US learned both the history 

of Congregation as well as some sage advice at the annual orientation 

for new faculty members. Elected as a member of the General Council 

of the Congregation in 2007, he was eager to learn about and visit the 

younger members of the Congregation in Kenya and Congo.  



777 

 

In addition to his knowledge of Xaverian history, he was a student of the 

history of other religious congregations, including the Sisters of Mercy 

and their Foundress, Mother Catherine McCauley, as well as that of the 

Sisters of St. Joseph, the Sisters of Bon Secours, and more recently, the 

Holy Redeemer Sisters, the German Congregation the Xaverian Brothers 

first brought to America in the early 20th century to work with the 

Brothers at Mount St. Joseph. His interest in and appreciation for the 

history of religious life, was deeply rooted in his own sense of vocation 

as a consecrated religious and a teaching brother.  
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D E C E M B E R   4 

 

 

BROTHER MEINRAD  (Edward Strube) 

Born:  Baden, Germany, April 28, 1855 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 4, 1923 

 

An emigrant from Germany to the United States, Brother Meinrad en-

tered the novitiate at Baltimore when he was twenty-eight and died when 

he was sixty-eight.  During his years in religion he labored as gardener 

and florist at Mt. St. Joseph's, St. John's in Danvers, and Old Point Com-

fort.  He was the delight of young and old for his felonious assaults on 

the English language.  For years he was the faithful bell-ringer in the 

morning, tending to the heating of the house as well.  In imitation of Fa-

ther Paul of Moll, whose biography used to be in all our community li-

braries, Brother Meinrad distributed leaflets to Brothers, boys, and visi-

tors in his crusade to spread devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 416. 

 

 

BROTHER DAVID (Robert Watmough) 

Born:  Sunderland, Co. Durham, England, May 29, 1910 

Died:  Tunbridge Wells, England, December 4, 2000 

 

Robert Watmough (later to be known as Brother David) was born in 

Sunderland, Co. Durham on the May 29, 1910. He was the oldest of sev-

en children who survived to adulthood.  As the oldest of a large family 

with a mother whose health was not always good, Robert had to assume 

responsibility early. He was an altar boy at the local church and there 

began to develop his love of music, learning to play the organ passably 

and using his fine voice to lead the hymns. When he left school at the 

age of 14 or 15 he became a carpenter’s apprentice adding further useful 

skills to those he already had.  
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Influenced by an older lad in the parish, Hourigan by name, who had 

joined the Xaverian Brothers and was known as Brother Antoninus (Au-

gust 12),  he felt called to the religious life and applied to join the 

Xaverian Brothers. He was accepted and entered in February 1927. After 

his two years of novitiate in Deeping St. James, his first assignment was 

to the English Section of St. Francis Xavier Institute in Bruges.  From 

Bruges he came to Xaverian College Brighton where he spent the war 

years mainly teaching mathematics to the senior classes. In 1945 he 

came for the first time to Mayfield staying four years after which he was 

released for further studies at Birbeck College, London University. He 

lived at Clapham College and, for some of the time, combined his stud-

ies with the role of secretary to the Headmaster.  

 

He came to know some of the boys at Clapham quite well not only in his 

work as school secretary but also because he joined Brother Joseph 

Booth on some of his climbing holidays with parties of students in the 

Lake District. After a brief return to Mayfield he was assigned to 

Xaverian College, Manchester at first with responsibility for a small 

groups of aspirants. In 1956 he became Headmaster of Xaverian Col-

lege, Manchester, a position he held until 1962. He was a most efficient 

headmaster and introduced many improvements during those years. 

Through hard work and determination coupled with the knowledge of 

what was needed to restore the performance and reputation of the Col-

lege, he quickly set up new structures and brought about improved 

standards. With the help of former students, he raised funds for the de-

velopment of the school. He brought about a much closer cooperation 

between school and parents.  

 

In 1962, he was named Provincial of the English Province.  It was a dif-

ficult time in the history of the Church and religious life.  Always very 

conscientious and prone to anxiety, he found the responsibility at such a 

time very difficult to bear.  Indeed, he had something of a nervous 

breakdown which meant he did not quite complete his term of six years. 

There followed three years at Twickenham as superior of the 

scholasticate at a time when there were virtually no student brothers. In 
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1971 he returned to Mayfield College in the role of Bursar and when the 

Brothers finally moved out of the College building in 1977, he moved 

over to Bradley House where he spent the rest of his life as director of 

the community, driver and being of assistance to the other brothers of 

the community. 

 

 

D E C E M B E R   5 

 

 

BROTHER FIDELIS  (Charles Bowlds) 

Born:  Knottsville, Kentucky, September 11, 1870 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 5, 1901 

 

Brother Fidelis entered the community at the age of twenty-one and died 

at thirty-one.  He had three teaching assignments:  Lawrence, Lowell, 

and East Boston, Massachusetts.  An operation for mastoiditis weakened 

him, and then turberculosis developed.  At the end of the school year in 

June, 1901, he was sent south to Baltimore.  By September he was una-

ble to be assigned for active duty and was soon a bed-patient.  He was 

gone in three months.  Brother Fidelis' quiet sanctity attracted the notice 

of the Passionist chaplain who requested to be notified when signs of the 

end appeared, as he said he wished to see a saint die. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 291. 

D E C E M B E R   6 

 

 

BROTHER CELESTINE  (Robert Gates) 

Born:  Samuels, Nelson County, Kentucky, 1862 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 6, 1883 

 

In MEN AND DEEDS, Brother Julian writes of the Reverend Peter 

McGrane who taught in the school conducted by the Trappists at 

Gethsemani, Kentucky, and who directed several of his pupils to our 

community.  One of these young men was Brother Celestine who spent 



781 

three years with us, entering when he was eighteen and dying of tubercu-

losis at the age of twenty-one.  

MEN AND DEEDS, pp. 95 and 523. 

D E C E M B E R   7 

 

 

BROTHER ALEXANDER  (Michael A. Mattingly) 

Born:  Leitchfield, Kentucky, December 27, 1880 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 7, 1955 

 

Brother Alexander was the older brother of Brother Sylvan (December 

30).  At the tender ages of fourteen and twelve, these two had left their 

homes in Kentucky and entered the house of aspirants at St. John's in 

Danvers, directed at that time by Brother Cajetan.  In those days these 

youngsters were not permitted to visit their homes during vacation time.  

Brother Alexander was not as well known around the Province as his 

younger brother.  A tendency to epilepsy, which showed itself in his 

twenties, limited his activities.  His first teaching assignment was at St. 

Patrick's in Lowell, and for several years Brother Alexander was Master 

of Aspirants at St. John's and at Mt. St. Joseph's.  In 1913 when the as-

pirants were moved to Old Point, he remained on at the Mount.  He was 

sent in 1915 to St. Joseph's Prep in Bardstown where he remained four 

years.  In 1930 he returned to Bardstown where he spent his last twenty-

five years and endeared himself to Brothers and boys.  He died a few 

weeks before his seventy-fifth birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER AMBROSE PALMER  (Brother Gerardus) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, January 5, 1915 

Died:  Brooklyn, New York, December 7, 1989 

 

Brother Ambrose, whose original name in religion was Gerardus, at-

tended Holy Cross School in Brooklyn and the Juniorate in Peabody be-

fore entering the novitiate at Old Point in 1934.  His academic creden-

tials included a BS from Loyola University in Baltimore and an MS in 
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Education from St. John's University.  He did further graduate work at 

NYU, Columbia, Fordham, and Catholic University.  In a teaching ca-

reer that spanned forty years, 1939 to 1979, Brother Ambrose taught 

mathematics, science, and mechanical drawing to students at Flaget, Mt. 

St. Joseph's, Xaverian High, Cardinal Hayes, St. John's Prep, and St. X 

where he served his longest assignment, fourteen years.  While at the 

Prep, he was Prefect of Discipline.  During his ten years of retirement at 

Xaverian in Brooklyn, Brother Ambrose volunteered to handle the state 

text books.  To his Brothers in religion, he was known as "The Mayor of 

Breezy Point," because of his summer visits to his sister's home there.  

Death came to him at Lutheran Hospital in Brooklyn.  He was seventy-

four and had been a Xaverian for fifty-five years. 
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D E C E M B E R   8 

 

 

BROTHER ALPHONSE  (Thomas Behan) 

Born:  Syracuse, New York, April 21, 1867 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 8, 1936 

 

In his active days Brother Alphonse taught in several of our schools.  He 

was also the local Superior at Manchester, New Hampshire, and for sev-

eral years he was Novice Master.  In the founding days at St. John's Pre-

paratory School at Danvers, he was an important figure as the school 

procurator.  For the last nine years of his life, he was a heart patient, 

willing but unable to be of assistance to the community.  He died in his 

seventieth year. 

 

 

BROTHER JEROOM VANDAMME  (Brother Arnold) 

Born:  Staden, West Flanders, Belgium, November 13, 1911 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 8, 1976 

 

Brother Jeroom, who had attended our school in Houthulst, was not 

quite sixteen when he entered the novitiate at Torhout on September 8, 

1927.  Having obtained with ease at the nearby normal school his certifi-

cate as a teacher in the primary grades, he proved to be a stimulating 

teacher with a special interest in history and geography.  For a time he 

was Headmaster at Christ the King parish school.  He also taught at 

Heist, Zedelgem, and Knokke.  An ever-worsening asthmatic condition 

forced him out of the classroom.  He was assigned at his request to the 

Institute in Bruges so that he could take advantage of the elevator and 

avoid climbing steps.  A great devotee of Our Lady, he was found dead 

in his room on her feast day. 

 

 

BROTHER LOUIS CHARLES  (William L. Zielinger) 

Born:  East Boston, Massachusetts, March 12, 1906  
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Died:  Saugus, Massachusetts, December 8, 1986 

 

Brother Louis Charles graduated from the Fitton School in East Boston 

in 1921, two years before the Brothers' thirty-year association with the 

school ended.  He spent his first two juniorate years at Old Point Com-

fort High School in Virginia and then transferred to Peabody when the 

Rogers Estate was transformed into St. Joseph's Juniorate in 1923.  Fol-

lowing a year's novitiate, Brother Louis Charles began his teaching ca-

reer in 1926 at St. Xavier's in Louisville.  The next forty years were 

spent at thirteen different schools, mostly assignments of one to three 

years, where he taught mathematics, science, and German.  In 1942 he 

completed the necessary courses for his BS degree from Catholic Uni-

versity.  Brother Louis Charles' final twenty years were spent at Malden 

Catholic where the boys dubbed their jolly, heavyset, crewcut teacher 

"Schultz."  Around the Brothers' residence, he earned the reputation as a 

non-stop Mr. Fix-It.  As age and illness forced him from the classroom, 

he avoided retirement by running the school bookstore and helping out 

in the school office.  He could not see a need without trying to fill it.  

Brother Louis Charles died from debilitating circulatory problems and 

heart failure at the Louise Caroline Nursing Home on the feast of the 

Immaculate Conception.  He was eighty years of age and had been with 

us for sixty-one years. 
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D E C E M B E R   9 

 

 

BROTHER OLIVER  (Michael Fahy) 

Born:  Galway, Ireland, May 12, 1886 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 9, 1952 

 

Brother Oliver worked for some years in the States after his arrival from 

Galway.  Entering our novitiate in 1922 when he was almost thirty-six, 

he taught for thirty years.  His last assignment was at St. Patrick's in Bal-

timore.  Found in his bedroom by one of the Brothers who had heard a 

loud thump, he received the last rites and died without recovering con-

sciousness. 

 

 

BROTHER MARTIN  (Eugene McCarthy) 

Born:  Swinford, County Mayo, Ireland, July 21, 1890 

Died:  Manchester, England, December 9, 1958 

 

Brother Martin, the son of an Irish schoolmaster, was admitted at Man-

chester in 1910, shortly after his twentieth birthday.  Headmaster at 

Manchester in 1922 and local Superior the following year, he became 

Provincial in 1931 and Procurator General in 1937.  In this last office his 

term lasted ten years, but he had spent only a few months in Rome when 

he had to leave--Italy had entered World War II.  Subsequent to his re-

turn to England, he was once again Headmaster and local Superior at 

Manchester.  He never fully recovered from a shock which he suffered 

two days before Christmas in 1954, although he did manage to go on 

pilgrimage to Lourdes in the summer of 1957 and 1958. 
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D E C E M B E R   1 0 

 

 

BROTHER STANISLAUS  (Marinus van Gastel) 

Born:  Steenbergen, Holland, August 4, 1844 

Died:  Sint Michiels, Belgium, December 10, 1902 

 

Brother Stanislaus entered on October 18, 1866, in his twenty-third year 

and received the habit on December 3rd, seven weeks later. According 

to one Register, he entered in England, but that does not seem to be cor-

rect since his name appears among those listed to be interviewed prior to 

December 3, 1866, by the delegate of the Bishop of Bruges.  Further-

more, he was assigned on April 4, 1867, to the institution for English 

boys conducted in Bruges by a certain Mr. Robinson.  Apparently 

Brother Stanislaus did spend some time on the English mission since he 

returned from there to Belgium in 1900, dying two years later at Sint 

Michiels in his fifty-ninth year. 
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D E C E M B E R   10 

 

BROTHER BORGIA (Carmelo Arthur Brigandi) 

Born: Somerville, Massachusetts, February 13, 1931 

Died: Beverly, Massachusetts, December 10, 2005 

 

Born in Somerville, Massachusetts, a Xaverian stronghold in the first 

half of the 20th Century, and educated at Boys’ Catholic High School in 

Malden, Carmelo Arthur Brigandi entered the Xaverian Brothers on 

September 19, 1949, in a novitiate class which was to produce a Superi-

or General, Brother James Clifton, and a Provincial, Brother Edward 

Keefe.  Receiving the Holy Habit and the name Borgia on March 19, 

1950, Arthur Brigandi would give fifty-six years of service to the Con-

gregation.  As a boy at Malden Catholic, Borgia claimed that the Irish 

boys picked on him because he was Italian.  In his fifty-six years as a 

Xaverian Brother, most people who encountered him never knew that 

his last name was Brigandi.  He always insisted that he appear on faculty 

registers and in all published materials simply as Brother Borgia, C.F.X.   

 

Graduating from the Catholic University of America with a degree in 

Chemistry, Borgia was assigned to the Working Boys’ Home in Newton 

Highlands in 1955.    From Newton Highlands he went to 94th Street, 

Our Lady of Good Counsel, in New York.  In 1957 he was assigned to 

Flaget High School in Kentucky, beginning a forty-year sojourn in Lou-

isville.  If the old adage that a Brother had to be stationed in Louisville 

to be a true Xaverian ever had any truth, that truth was proven in Borgia.  

He remained at Flaget until 1974 when the school closed, and it was 

Borgia who put the final key in the lock, putting a period to the Xaverian 

commitment to that school in the west end of Louisville.  Although there 

was a tremendous rivalry at the time between Flaget and Saint X, Bor-

gia, wanting to remain in Louisville, set that rivalry aside and went to 

Saint X where he spent twenty-three years teaching religion and math.  

Borgia became a Louisville legend simply because he spent so many 

years there. In his final days at Saint X, many of the boys who sat in his 
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classroom were the sons of men he had taught either at Flaget or at Saint 

X. 

 

Borgia left Saint X in 1997 to take care of his step-mother in Massachu-

setts.  Living at Xaverian House, he taught for two years at St. John’s 

Prep before retiring.  Borgia thrived at Xaverian House, helping the old-

er Brothers until the day that he himself had to go into hospice care.  

Borgia used to tell the director of the community that if he had to bring a 

Brother to the hospital in the dead of night, to wake Borgia up and he 

would keep him company.  He could be among the most thoughtful of 

men. 

 

Dying after a brief illness, our Borgia joined five of his novitiate class-

mates (Jim Clifton, Ronald Donovan, Theodore Melvin, Tony Strom-

berg and Phil Eisenhaur) in the Xaverian Valhalla of eternity. No doubt 

Brother Kevin and his novitiate classmates were at the gates of eternity 

to welcome him home.  May this humble and zealous Xaverian rest in 

peace.      
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D E C E M B E R   10 

 

BROTHER FREDERICK KINSMAN (Brother Kieran) 

Born: Roxbury, Massachusetts, May 20, 1920 

Died: Danvers, Massachusetts, December 10, 2008 

 

A son of Boston’s Mission Hill, Frederick Kinsman graduated from 

Mission High School in 1938 and entered the Congregation in Septem-

ber 1939, taking the name of Kieran when he received the habit on St. 

Joseph Day in 1940.  After spending two years at Xaverian College, he 

was sent to teach on the “grade school circuit,” first at Holy Name in 

Brooklyn and later at Leonard Hall.  He completed his undergraduate 

work at Fordham while teaching at Holy Name and his graduate degree 

in science at NYU.  He was teaching at Cardinal Hayes from 1953 until 

1960. 

 

In 1960 Fred was off to the missions, serving first in Uganda and then at 

Kaimosi in Kenya.  Fred returned to Cardinal Hayes in 1968 for that 

school year, but he never quite settled down, serving a series of shorter 

assignments at Xaverian Brothers High School, St. Francis Indian 

School in South Dakota, Notre Dame High School in Utica and again at 

Xaverian Brothers High School.  In 1983 he returned to Kenya at St. Pe-

ter’s seminary.  In 1985 he returned from Africa to Malden Catholic 

where he remained until 1993.  From 1993 to 1998 Fred served at the 

cooperative church ministries outreach to the poor and needy in Orange-

burg, South Carolina, living with our Brothers in that city.  From 1998 to 

2002 he lived with our community in Venice, Florida, and did volunteer 

work at Bon Secours Hospital.  In 2003, he returned to Malden Catholic 

until he moved to Xaverian House in 2006. 

 

His series of short missions is perhaps more a testimony to his vitality 

than anything else.  His enthusiasm was infectious as was his humor.  As 

Brother Jeremiah O’Leary commented in his eulogy for Fred,  
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Everywhere Fred has lived, there are stories about Fred and though 

they might be humorous, they are about someone who lived out the 

Beatitudes in his own inimitable way.  When former members of 

the St. Vincent DePaul Society of Holy Trinity Church in Orange-

burg asked for Fred, they mentioned remembering him saying, 

“I’m packing chickens for Jesus” when he was helping to prepare 

Thanksgiving and Easter food baskets for the needy.  And they 

knew he meant it!” 

 

 Fred’s life can be fittingly summarized in the words of the gradual from 

the Mass of Religious Profession, “In the simplicity of my heart I have 

joyfully offered all these things.  God of Israel, keep forever this will.” 

 

 

D E C E M B E R   1 1 

 

 

BROTHER MARCELLINUS  (Charles Galens) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, August 19, 1839 

Died:  Mayfield, England, December 11, 1917 

 

Brother Marcellinus received the habit in Bruges on September 7, 1861, 

when he was twenty-two.  Professed in April, 1866, he went to England 

that year and remained there until his death fifty-one years later.  He was 

for generations the Brother Sacristan at Mayfield who trained the altar 

boys and annually wangled for them a day's outing to Tunbridge Wells, 

an unheard of treat in that simple era.  An actor in appearance--fairly 

tall, extremely gaunt, hollow of eye and cheek, hooked nose, bushy eye-

brows--he had marvelous control of his facial muscles, and he loved to 

do a dramatic reading.  His "Joan of Arc" petrified the new boys.  The 

Xaverian community at Mayfield regarded Brother Marcellinus as its 

most observant member, the man who always edified. 

 

D E C E M B E R   1 2 
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BROTHER LAWRENCE  (Richard O'Connell) 

Born:  Newmarket, County Cork, Ireland, August 12, 1852 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 12, 1926 

 

Brother Lawrence had emigrated to Australia and returned home to Ire-

land before he decided at the age of twenty-nine to go to the United 

Sates and become a Xaverian Brother.  His was the unusual experience 

in our Congregation of having his brother, who was Brother Dominic 

(September 14), for his Novice Master and subsequently his Provincial.  

In 1881 and 1882 Brother Lawrence taught at St. Louis Bertrand School 

in Louisville.  For the next fifteen years he was in charge of St. John's 

School in that same city.  In 1900 he was placed in charge of the East 

Boston house, and from there he went to Elm Grove.  Of a quick and 

nervous temperament, he found the burdens of being in charge too much 

for him, and he was released from positions of authority in 1910.  Offer-

ing himself as a carpenter to any school needing that service, he labored 

at St. Mary's Industrial School for the next eleven years.  He returned to 

the classroom in 1921 in Lawrence, but a slight shock obliged him to 

give up teaching two years later.  For the next three years he acted as 

registrar at St. Mary's Industrial School.  In early December, 1926, a se-

cond shock sent him into a coma, and he was dead in a matter of days. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 472. 

 

 

BROTHER WARIN  (Thomas A. O'Donnell) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, July 2, 1904 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 12, 1979 

 

Thomas O'Donnell's first contact with the Brothers was at St. Patrick's in 

East Baltimore, a grammar school conducted by the Xaverians from 

1872 until the early 1960's.  He entered the novitiate at Old Point Com-

fort in 1926 when he was twenty-one and made his final profession on 

August 15, 1934.  Twenty-six of Brother Warin's forty years in the class-

room were spent in the Brooklyn diocese:  Holy Cross, Holy Name, St. 
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Teresa's.  From 1933 to 1939  he was stationed at St. Mary's in Law-

rence.  His only other assignments were five years at St. Mary's Industri-

al School and three years at the Cathedral School in Richmond.  He re-

tired from teaching at Mt. St. Joseph's in 1968.  In March of 1978, he fi-

nally realized a long-sought goal--residence in Florida at the Pennsylva-

nia, a retirement home for the elderly operated by the Carmelite Sisters 

in West Palm Beach.  Soon after, however, he contracted terminal can-

cer and was brought back to Baltimore in late 1979.  He died at St. Ag-

nes Hospital and was buried at New Cathedral Cemetery, formerly Bon-

nie Brae.  Brother Warin was seventy-five years old and had been a 

Xaverian for fifty-three years. 
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D E C E M B E R   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER OMER  (Adelson Vanacker) 

Born:  Staden, Belgium, October 19, 1910 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 14, 1940 

 

Brother Omer, nephew of Brother Germain, the Congo pioneer (Febru-

ary 22) and brother of Brother Bertin (November 2) and Brother Lucas, 

received the habit on September 2, 1926 and pronounced vows on the 

same feast day two years later.  In the community he was an outstanding 

and dedicated religious, a wonderful community man, and an excellent 

teacher.  In November, 1940, when he was Headmaster of St. James Pa-

rochial School in Bruges, then in its heyday, he suffered an attack of 

pleurisy.  Everybody felt that he was well again when they heard his 

merry laugh ringing throughout the infirmary.  Suddenly he was dead; 

his heart had given out. 
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D E C E M B E R   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER DIONYSIUS (Adolph B. Recktenwald) 

Born: Louisville, Kentucky, January 11, 1918 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, December 14, 1999 

 

Adolph Recktenwald was born in the parish of Our Lady in Portland, in 

the area of the Falls of the Ohio, the oldest part of Louisville.  He was 

the eldest of  a large family descended from German, French, Irish an-

cestors, and his lifelong hobby was tracing family relations.  

 

The Recktenwalds conducted a hardware-roofing company,  and young 

Adolph early learned to assist his father in roofing.  A 1936 graduate of 

St. X, he was deterred by six months from entering the Sacred Heart 

Novitiate because of the disastrous flood that inundated the Recktenwald 

home.   At vestition, he took the name Dionysius in memory of his be-

loved high school vocation director, Brother Dionysius LaBelle (No-

vember 1). 

 

From Xaverian College and Catholic University, a Latin and Greek ma-

jor, he emerged summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa.  His first as-

signment was at Leonard Hall, teaching small boys, probably the happi-

est period of his professional life.  A real scholar, with an exceptional 

memory, he was a very gentle person, fond of history and music, espe-

cially organ music, and was a long-time choir director. 

 

From 1947 to 1950 he was at St. John’s Preparatory School, his only 

New England assignment.  He was on the faculty of Xaverian College 

for thirteen years as instructor in French.  He earned his M.A. and Ph.D. 

at Catholic University after studying abroad at the Institute Catholique in 

Paris.  A thorough researcher, he was characteristically very slow in 

producing a doctoral thesis because each new bibliography on Racine, 

his topic, sent him scurrying to analyze the most recent work until the 

Provincial and the University authorities forced him to terminate the 
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work.  Xaverian College was not an easy assignment in the turbulent 

1950's and 1960's,  and Dion went to Wheaton for 14 years between as-

signments there.   

 

Later, while living on Monroe Street and Perry Place for seventeen 

years, he served as accountant in Washington for the Conference of Ma-

jor Superiors of Men and the U.S. Catholic Missions Council.  During 

this time he also translated from Latin and Greek Office readings for the 

U.S. Bishops Committee on revision of the Office.  A dedicated rosary 

maker, he was a volunteer at Our Lady’s Rosary Makers when in his old 

age he was transferred to Ryken House in 1992. 

 

The funeral homily by Brother Thomas More Page cannot be bettered 

and this sketch will conclude with some quotations from it: 

 

After several years at Ryken House, he began to show signs of disori-

entation that later had developed to the point where he was transferred 

to Nazareth Home, where he spent the last days of his life. . . 

Throughout his illness, he manifested a child-like simplicity and do-

cility, no longer able to make a decision and totally dependent on oth-

ers.  He battled with the question of how to remain whole while in the 

midst of the struggle between reality and the centrifugal forces that 

tended to pull him off center. . . You suffered little prods of pain as 

you watched at every visit the slow meltdown of someone who once 

possessed a brilliant mind and a punctilious gentleness. 
 
The end came mercifully on December 14, 1999 with burial in the 
Ryken House cemetery. 
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D E C E M B E R   1 4 

 

 

BROTHER KRISTIAAN (Romain Neyt) 

Born:  Syssele, Belgium, September 20, 1936 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 14, 2001 

 

Brother Kristiaan died after a brief illness on December 14, 2001 at the 

age of 65 and in the 48
th

 year of his religious life as a Xaverian Brother.  

Entering the Xaverian Brothers in 1953, Brother Kristiaan received his 

degree from the University of Louvain and spent much of his teaching 

life at the Institute in Bruges.  When he became a Professor of Econom-

ics at Louvain, he continued to serve as the Econome (Business Manag-

er) at the Institute.  

 

If any Brother could be considered indispensable, that Brother would be 

Brother Kristiaan.  At the time of his death he was the regional superior 

of the Brothers in Belgium and served as the chair of the board of Saint 

Francis Xavier Institute in Bruges, our oldest school, and as chair of the 

board at other Xaverian affiliated schools in West Flanders.  His death 

was an incredible loss to the Brothers in Belgium and to the Congrega-

tion.  When the Provinces of the Congregation were merged, Brother 

Kristiaan became the regional superior for Belgium and the de facto 

Business Manager for the region. He oversaw the transition of some 

community schools and properties to Diocesan control, an emotionally 

difficult task, and he arranged for the sale of some disused community 

properties, again an emotionally difficult duty.  Although he was given 

some difficult tasks to perform, Brother Kristiaan performed them as the 

devout religious and Xaverian that he was.  Love for God, for his Broth-

ers and for his Congregation was the hallmark of his life.  He never 

waivered in his commitment. 

 

Brother Kristiaan was diagnosed with cancer in July of 2001 and was 

dead by December.  He faced death as the man and the religious he was, 
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grateful to the end for the care his grateful Brothers gave him in the last 

months of his life.   
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D E C E M B E R   1 5 

 

 

BROTHER JUSTIN  (Germain Verleye) 

Born:  Zedelgem, Belgium, June 23, 1911 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 15, 1928 

 
In the list of Our Dead in the Belgian Province, the name of Brother Jus-
tin Verleye, older brother of Brother Chrysostoom (May 21) and Brother 
Efrem (July 11), follows immediately after that of Brother Justin 
Deprettere, who died on May 13, 1927.  After having attended St. Leo's, 
our school in Zedelgem, he came to us on February 2, 1927, and re-
ceived the habit that September 8th.  He pronounced vows on October 
19, 1928.  When he died two months later, he was in his eighteenth year.  
His two younger brothers would outlive him by forty-seven and sixty-
two years respectively. 
 

 
 

D E C E M B E R   1 6 

 

 

BROTHER WILBERT  (Francis M. Carroll) 

Born:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, December 20, 1908 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 16, 1951 

 

Just three weeks before the date for the celebration of his silver jubilee, 

Brother Wilbert assisted at Sunday Mass.  Afterwards, while the other 

Brothers were on their way to breakfast, he lay down to rest for a mo-

ment.  He was found reclining peacefully on a bed, clothed in his habit, 

dead from a heart attack.  In four days he would have celebrated his for-

ty-third birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER ALOYSIUS  (Joseph N. Wiseman) 



799 

Born:  Rineyville, Kentucky, January 13, 1890 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 16, 1953 

 

An aspirant at St. Xavier's in Louisville and then at St. John's in Dan-

vers, Brother Aloysius received the habit when quite young and was 

soon out teaching.  "Big Joe" was a prodigious worker, mentally and 

physically, and he had no patience with ordinary mortals who had to 

flub-dub around.  To him everything was obvious.  His opinions were 

fixations.  Taking charge came as natural to him as it did to his model, 

Brother James Garrity (March 26).  Brother Aloysius was local Superior 

for twenty-one years before being elected a General Councillor.  At the 

Generalate he caused a lifting of eyebrows when he pointed out what a 

grand job one bull-dozer could do in getting rid of all those ruins clutter-

ing up the Eternal City.  Resigning after several years, he returned to the 

States where he underwent major surgery.  He died suddenly two weeks 

later.  He was sixty-three years of age. 

 

 

BROTHER AIDAN  (George McMahon) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, July 18, 1892 

Died:  Wadhurst, Sussex, England, December 16, 1968 

 

As a teacher Brother Aidan specialized in English history, and his results 

in this subject were excellent in all public examinations.  He had a real 

flair for the production of plays, and everything he staged was an out-

standing success.  Pantomime, that peculiarly English form of stage 

show, was probably his forte.  He had little knowledge of music, but he 

succeeded in training some excellent singing groups.  His last years were 

years of gradual decline.  He was a victim of arteriosclerosis.  He died in 

his seventy-seventh year.  Entering a month after his eighteenth birth-

day, Brother Aidan spent fifty-eight years in the Congregation. 
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D E C E M B E R   1 7 

 

 

BROTHER DUNSTAN  (William T. Denman) 

Born:  Brighton, England, January 21, 1877 

Died:  Mayfield, England, December 17, 1899 

 

Like Brother Boniface Ryan (November 27), Brother Dunstan died a 

very young man--not quite twenty-three.  Brother Boniface was three 

years younger.  These two entered in January, 1896, one on the 16th and 

one on the 19th.  They received the habit together that September 8th.  

Both pronounced vows on August 12, 1898.  They died three weeks 

apart--Brother Boniface at Ventnor on the Isle of Wight, Brother Dun-

stan at Mayfield. 

 

 

BROTHER FINBAR  (Matthew D. Healy) 

Born:  Glenflesk, County Kerry, Ireland, July 27, 1884 

Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, December 17, 1960 

 

The first to die in the St. Joseph Province, which was officially instituted 

on July 30, 1960, was Brother Finbar.  He was in his seventy-seventh 

year and a golden jubilarian.  As a novice he had been allowed to go 

home to Ireland, supposedly to die, but he was back in a year fully re-

covered.  After several years at St. John's in Danvers, he resumed full-

time teaching and kept at it until 1947 when he was assigned to the 

Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands, Massachusetts.  He was 

among the most grateful of men, and in his later years he spent hours in 

chapel saying the rosary or making the Stations for the intentions of his 

benefactors. 
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D E C E M B E R   1 7 
 

BROTHER JOSEPH KELLY  (Brother Baylon) 

Born:  Lynn, Massachusetts, February 24, 1909 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 17, 1988 

 

A graduate of St. John's Prep in Danvers, Joseph Kelly worked for a 

year as a telephone operator for General Electric in his home town of 

Lynn, Massachusetts, before entering the novitiate at Fortress Monroe in 

1928.  He took the name Baylon after St. Pascal Baylon, a saint noted 

for his devotion to the Blessed Sacrament.   

 

His first teaching assignments were one year each at St. Paul's in Ports-

mouth and St. Mary's in Lawrence.  The major part of his active career 

was devoted to the parochial schools the Brothers staffed in Brooklyn--

Holy Name, Holy Cross, St. Matthew's and St. Teresa's--where Brother 

Joseph was a fixture for thirty years.  Always full of good cheer, he was 

a welcoming presence for young Brothers stationed at Camp Calvert in 

the 1950's.   

 
After spending ten years in retirement at Xaverian High on Shore Road, 
he moved to Ryken House in Louisville in 1984.  As he said, "Now I am 
a real Xaverian, for I am in Kentucky for the first time."  Brother Joseph 
began his days in Louisville with enthusiasm for helping others.  Despite 
failing eyesight and a weak heart, he volunteered to visit the sick at both 
Audubon and Methodist Hospitals.  Hospitalization for other illnesses 
slowed him down, and for his last year it was a struggle for him to leave 
his room.  He died at Christopher East Nursing home and was buried in 
the Brothers' Cemetery at St. X next to another Kelly, Brother Finian.  
Brother Joseph was a member of the Congregation for sixty years. 
 

D E C E M B E R   1 8 
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BROTHER JOSEPH  (Victor J. Catteau) 

Born:  Werwicq, Belgium, December 17, 1857 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 18, 1922 

 

Brother Joseph, Superior of the community in Bruges at the beginning of 

World War I, was inveigled into supplying a parcel of food and some 

money to a deserting German soldier who was really an undercover 

agent.  Arrested and then transported to a prison in Germany, he re-

turned to Bruges at the end of the war.  Broken in health, he lingered on 

until the day after his sixty-fifth birthday.  He was the brother of Brother 

Alphonse who died on May 8, 1914. 

 

 

BROTHER NORBERT  (Hugo Brocker) 

Born:  Crefeld, Germany, November 1, 1860 

Died:  Torhout, Belgium, December 18, 1934 

 

Brother Norbert, a student at St. Francis Xavier Institute in Bruges, was 

a month short of his fifteenth birthday when he was accepted as a pro-

spective candidate.  He grew up to be a giant, physically, mentally, and 

spiritually.  Before World War I he was a tower of strength at the Insti-

tute where he not only taught science and mathematics but also prefected 

the seniors.  In 1914 after his return from the flight to Sluis, he taught 

music and prefected the music practice.  Forced into retirement by a leg 

condition, he lived at the scholasticate in Torhout where he was found 

dead in his room.  He had just been to Mass and Communion.  Brother 

Norbert was seventy-four. 

 

 

BROTHER GEORGES ASTAES  (Brother Antoine) 

Born:  Staden, West Flanders, Belgium, August 29, 1907 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 18, 1976 

 

Georges Astaes, a native of Staden, grew up in Bruges in World War I 

days.  A pupil at St. James Parish School in Ezelstraat, he was accepted 
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in 1920 as an aspirant at St. Francis Xavier Institute.  Four years later he 

completed his novitiate at Torhout and resumed his studies at the Insti-

tute.  Enrollment at the normal school in Torhout would have meant a 

certificate to teach in primary grades only.  Brother Georges had only 

one teaching assignment--Heist--from 1926 to 1956.  Somewhere along 

the line he lost the "suaviter in modo" approach.  School-boy propagan-

da painted him an ogre.  Parents believed.  He was retired.  Busy at this 

and that at the mother house and at Sint Michiels, he protested his exile 

from the classroom. 

 

 

 

D E C E M B E R   1 8 

 
 
BROTHER REMIGIUS  (Francis Xavier O'Lone) 
Born:  Washington, D.C., June 26, 1918 
Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 18, 1983 
 
Brother Remigius died at Nazareth Home in Louisville of an arterioscle-

rotic cerebral thrombosis.  He was sixty-five years of age and had been a 

Xaverian for forty-three years.  A native of the nation's Capital, he en-

tered the Congregation in 1940.  After his preliminary religious training 

at Old Point Comfort, he studied at Boston College where he received 

his AB degree in 1950.  He later undertook graduate work at St. John's 

University in New York and Catholic University.  Brother Remigius 

taught at St. Mary's School, Lawrence; St. Joseph's School, Somerville; 

St. Michael's High School, Brooklyn; St. Xavier's, Louisville; Mount 

Loretto, Staten Island; John Bapst High School, Bangor, and Good 

Counsel High School in Wheaton, Maryland, where he was stationed 

from 1959 to 1982.  From 1971 to 1974, Brother Remigius was the ad-

ministrator of Anchor House, a rehabilitation facility in Washington, 

DC.  Ill health forced his retirement from teaching and administrative 

duties in 1974.  He took up residence at Ryken House, the Brothers’ re-

tirement home in Louisville in 1982.  Brother Remigius is buried at 
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Mount Olivet Cemetery in Washington, DC. 

D E C E M B E R   1 9 

 
 
BROTHER ADOLPH  (James Foley) 
Born:  Tarmonbarry, County Roscommon, Ireland, March 16, 1870 
Died:  Brighton, Massachusetts, December 19, 1940 
 
Brother Adolph joined us in 1895 when he was twenty-five and for four-
teen years taught with great success at St. Joseph's in Somerville.  In 
1917, Brother Fabian (March 13), who had been principal at St. Jo-
seph's, was assigned to the Working Boys' Home in Newton Highlands.  
The following year Brother Adolph joined him as one more of the inva-
lids that Brother Fabian would gather around him over the years at New-
ton.  None of them were supposed to live very long, but they did.  Until 
his death twenty-two years later, Brother Adolph remained at the home.  
An old-time schoolmaster, he believed in forceful persuasion.  He lived 
on indignation.  His standing challenge to his boys was:  "Do you expect 
to get to heaven in a handbasket?"  After his long day in the classroom, 
he found his recreation in carrying out a long-range program to beautify 
the grounds of the institution.  When no longer able to carry on the 
strenuous duties of teaching, he took his place in the business office of 
the WORKING BOY magazine. Not content with office work, he did his 
share of prefecting.  For years he was banker to the large family of boys 
at the Home.  He died at St. Elizabeth's Hospital.  Brother Adolph had 
been one of us for forty-five years. 
 
 
BROTHER IVAN  (Walter J. Corkery) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, January 31, 1910 

Died:  Worcester, Massachusetts, December 19, 1978 

 

Brother Ivan attended a public grammar school in Lowell.  He knew the 

Xaverians only through playing in the yard of the Brothers who taught at 

St. Patrick's.  Deeply impressed by Brother Osmund (March 3) and his 
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community, he entered the juniorate in Peabody, and after graduation in 

1928, he entered our novitiate at Old Point Comfort.   

 
An active career took him to many of our schools.  His first assignment 
was as a third grade teacher at St. Matthew's in Brooklyn.  In 1935 he 

was transferred to St. Teresa's in Brooklyn.  All this time he was a full-
time college student as well, earning both his Bachelor's and Master's 
degrees from St. John's University.  Brother Ivan's leadership qualities 
were called upon early in his career.  At thirty he was made Assistant 
Superintendent of St. Mary's Industrial School, and then he served six 
years as Principal of Holy Cross Grammar School in Brooklyn.  In his 

opinion, his most fascinating work was the six years he spent as Director 
of Don Bosco Hall, the CYO Home in Detroit, a residential rehabilita-

tion facility for teen-age delinquents.  There he found out how the other 
half had to live.  His longest assignment and his last--seventeen years--
was at St. John's High School in Shrewsbury where he made himself 
"pater familias" to each succeeding class of freshmen.  Here he also 

served for a number of years as school treasurer and community Superi-
or.  In every community where he lived, Brother Ivan was looked up to.  

He spoke his mind, pro or con.  He lived up to every regulation.  His 
slogan:  "Be professional."  A heart condition complicated by diabetes 
finally brought him down in December, 1978.  That previous spring he 

had celebrated his golden jubilee. 
D E C E M B E R   2 0 

 

 

BROTHER THEOPHILE  (James Keane) 

Born:  Waterbury, Connecticut, July 29, 1899 

Died:  Waterbury, Connecticut, December 20, 1921 

 

Brother Theophile entered the community in March, 1919.  He pro-

nounced his temporary vows on August 15, 1921.  On completion of his 

novitiate, he was assigned to St. Francis Xavier Manual Training School 

in Elm Grove, West Virginia.  However, as a not-too-well young man, 

he was transferred to light duties at St. Mary's Industrial School in the 

hectic days after the big fire.  Brother Theophile was sicker than anyone 
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realized.  Having obtained permission to spend the Christmas holidays 

with his parents in Waterbury, Connecticut, he somehow managed to 

reach home where he died. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 408. 

 

 

BROTHER FOSTER  (William P. Davin) 

Born:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 16, 1919 

Died:  Sykesville, Maryland, December 20, 1969 

 

Entering in 1939 in his twentieth year, Brother Foster was professed in 

1941.  Except for a short stay at St. Mary's Industrial School in the 

summer of 1942 and again at Christmas in 1945, he was not really as-

signed to any mission.  His mental problems showed up early.  He went 

to Mt. Hope in 1943.  Hospitalized again in 1948, he remained commit-

ted for the rest of his life.  He died four days after his fiftieth birthday.  

His was a tragic story. 

 

 

BROTHER MATTHIAS  (Peter Atherton) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, January 2, 1894 

Died:  Mayfield, England, December 20, 1972 

 
Brother Matthias was from St. Walburge's, the Jesuit parish in Preston, 
Lancashire.  The Xaverians had opened a school in the town at the invi-
tation of the Jesuits early in the 1860's.  Brother Matthias, who joined us 
in 1919, did all his teaching at Clapham College with the exception of a 
few years at Deeping St. James.  Appointed Superior at Mayfield in 
1943, he remained in office all his life--Clapham, Foxhunt, Brighton, 
Wadhurst.  In retirement he was in charge of Bradley Hall at Mayfield 
College.  He had been the English Provincial from 1956 to 1962. 
 

 
D E C E M B E R   2 1 
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BROTHER FERDINAND  (Ferdinand Brinkman) 

Born:  Delft, Holland, April 16, 1848 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 21, 1925 

 

Brother Ferdinand joined the Brothers from Louisville, his home since 

childhood.  As a youth he had attended St. Joseph's College of Bard-

stown when it was directed by the diocesan clergy.  He continued his 

studies at Innsbruck and Rome and for some years was a professor at St. 

Mary's College in Lebanon, Kentucky.  Joining us at the age of forty-

one, Brother Ferdinand was too gentle a soul to deal with boys en masse.  

As a private tutor to any of the Brothers looking for assistance in Latin, 

Greek, French, or German, he was most competent.  Most of his days 

with us were spent as secretary at St. Mary's Industrial School, fifteen 

years, or as porter at Mt. St. Joseph's, sixteen years.  He lived to be sev-

enty-seven. 

MEN AND DEEDS, p. 466. 

 

 

BROTHER AURELIUS  (Joseph L. Greenwell) 

Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, December 3, 1890 

Died:  Bardstown, Kentucky, December 21, 1951 

 

Brother Aurelius sprung from those English-Catholic settlers in Mary-

land who crossed the Appalachian Mountains to seek room for expan-

sion in Kentucky.  He taught mathematics at several of our schools.  At 

Bardstown, Keith Academy, and St. John's Prep, he was the innovating 

school treasurer who introduced payment in advance.  An uncollected 

bill would have been a stain on his escutcheon.  He also served as Supe-

rior at St. Mary's in Lawrence, St. Joseph's in Bardstown, and at Keith 

Academy in Lowell.  As a heart patient, he accepted his condition and 

calmly awaited the final call.  In 1943 he was transferred to Bardstown 

where he was active in a limited way.  He died eight years later, a few 

weeks after his sixty-first birthday. 
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D E C E M B E R   2 1 

 

 

BROTHER DONALD (James Francis Coffey) 

Born:  Lawrence, Massachusetts, February 15, 1918 

Died:  St. Agnes Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland, December 21, 1992 

 

Brother Donald died at the age of seventy-four and in the fifty-fifth year 

of his religious life as a Xaverian Brother.  Born in Lawrence, Massa-

chusetts, the son of James and Catherine (Hannagan) Coffey, Brother 

Donald entered the Xaverian Brothers at Fortress Monroe, Virginia in 

1937.  After graduating from Catholic University of America in 1942 

with a degree in English, he was assigned to the Good Counsel Annex of 

Cardinal Hayes.  Subsequently, he was stationed at St. Joseph’s Prep in 

Bardstown, St. Michael’s Diocesan High School in Brooklyn, and Our 

Lady of Good Counsel High School in Wheaton.  From 1955 to 1958 

Brother Donald served as principal of Keith Academy in Lowell, Massa-

chusetts, a town contiguous to his hometown of Lawrence.  While he 

was teaching full-time at various Xaverian schools, Brother Donald 

completed both a master’s degree in English from Fordham University 

and a second bachelor’s degree in library science from St. John’s Uni-

versity. 

 

In 1962, Brother Donald was assigned to Mount St. Joseph High School 

in Baltimore where he remained for the rest of his life.  Serving as 

teacher of English, librarian and the school archivist, Brother Donald 

became for a generation of Mount men the symbol of their school.  Be-

fore his death he was honored by the Mount and by the Xaverian Broth-

ers Sponsored Schools as “Teacher of the Year,” an honor which he 

richly deserved. 

 
Brother Donald had four families:  his own natural family, the family of 
Mount St. Joseph, the community of Xaverian Brothers and the fellow-
ship of Alcoholics Anonymous.  At the time of his death, Brother Don-
ald had been a member of Alcoholics Anonymous for twenty-two years, 
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and he cherished the fellowship of that group.  With the profound sense 
of loyalty, which is so characteristic of the Irish, Brother Donald’s dedi-
cation to these four families was the hallmark of his life.  He is buried in 

the New Cathedral Cemetery, affectionately known to the Brothers as 
“Bonnie Brae,” under a tree, a spot which he himself had chosen. 

D E C E M B E R   2 3 

 

 

BROTHER FERDINAND  (Edmund De Muynck) 

Born:  Bruges, Belgium, December 9, 1847 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 23, 1937 

 

On February 2, 1863, Brother Vincent Terhoeven (May 2) met in the lit-

tle parlor of the DeClyncke house a father and his fifteen-year old son.  

"Reverend Brother Superior," said the father, "on this day the Blessed 

Virgin presented herself with her first-born in the Temple in order to of-

fer him to the Eternal Father.  And under the protection of Mary, I am 

offering my eldest son to the Lord to serve in your Congregation."  Then 

the father made the sign of the Cross on the boy's forehead, saying, 

"May the good God guard you and bless you."  This boy was Brother 

Ferdinand who died two weeks after his ninetieth birthday, having spent 

almost seventy-five years in religion.  After Brother Paul Scanlan was 

elected Superior General in 1928, he commissioned Brother Ferdinand 

to provide extensive and detailed accounts of the early days of the Con-

gregation from his own experience and from his associations with the 

pioneer Brothers.  Brother Ferdinand also gave us brief biographies of 

many of those early Brothers.  His notebooks are an invaluable source 

for the history of the Congregation.  At his death he was the last 

Xaverian to have known the Founder personally.  Brother Ryken had 

been his Novice Master from 1863 to 1864. 

Cf. Brother Celestine, November 29 

ROOTED IN HISTORY, vol. I, pp. 108, 386-87. 
 

D E C E M B E R   2 4 
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BROTHER ANGELUS  (Joseph Birkby) 

Born:  Manchester, England, September 12, 1845 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 24, 1864 

 

"Toward the end of the year 1864," according to the entry in the logbook 

of the Preston house, "Brother Angelus left Preston for Bruges, his 

health having broken down and consumption having set in.  He died an 

edifying death, Christmas Eve, 1864, the ninth month of his entrance in-

to religion and the third of his religious profession." 

 

 

BROTHER GEORGES  (Jules Berten) 

Born:  Werwick, Belgium, February 2, 1853 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 24, 1937 

 

Brother Georges, who died in Bruges the day after Brother Ferdinand De 

Muynck, is remembered as the kindly old man.  He was one of us for 

over sixty-five years.  Entering on April 21, 1872, in his twentieth year, 

he received the habit on April 24, 1873, and was professed on August 

26, 1875.  His first assignment was at Houthulst where he remained so 

long, thirty-five years, that he took on the stature of burgomaster.  In 

1909 he returned to the Institute in Bruges where he was for years in 

charge of the day-students' study.  Later on he was appointed porter at 

the entrance from Simon Steven's Platz, directly under the room where 

the Founder spent his last days.  For many years Brother Georges repre-

sented the community at the funeral mass for anyone associated with the 

Institute of St. Francis Xavier. 

 

 

BROTHER HERMAN  (William Bahr) 

Born:  Fort Sanders, Wyoming, October 13, 1879 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 24, 1956 
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William Bahr was another of the schoolboys at Mt. St. Joseph's who 

shifted over to the novitiate.  Entering on August 8, 1896, he became 

Brother Herman that December 3rd.  As a young teacher and well into 

middle-age, he was the object of awesome wonder at recess time when 

he handled a baseball.  At St. Mary's Industrial School where he played 

on the school team, he was a star of equal magnitude with Brothers Mat-

thias (October 16) and Alban (February 24).  One of his proteges was 

George Herman Ruth who became the home-run king.  In his old age 

Brother Herman was badly handicapped by arthritis, but he always man-

aged a smile and a friendly greeting.  With him fraternal charity was a 

natural endowment.  He died a few weeks after he celebrated his dia-

mond jubilee. 

 

 
 

D E C E M B E R   2 4 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARD  (Gerard Castelein) 

Born:  Roeselare, Belgium, January 13, 1903 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 24, 1969 

 
An aspirant at ten, a novice at fifteen, Brother Bernard emitted perpetual 
vows on September 8, 1921, in his nineteenth year.  When he was thirty-
five, he was appointed Superior at Torhout and also Master of Scholas-
tics.  Subsequently he was Superior at Bruges, Heist, and Knokke.  He 

was most active in the crusade, which was to span fifteen years (1922 to 
1937), aimed at eliminating French as the vehicle of instruction in our 

schools and replacing it with Flemish, the mother tongue. 
D E C E M B E R   2 6 

 

 

BROTHER BERNARDUS  (Adrian Van Ravels) 

Born:  Tilburg, Holland, April 26, 1816 

Died:  Bruges, Belgium, December 26, 1846 
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Brother Bernardus was the first Xaverian to die.  Arriving at "Het 

Walletje" on February 8, 1843, he received the habit on October 21, 

1845.  He was one of the group of ten, which included the Founder, who 

pronounced vows for one year on October 22, 1846.  When the first 

Xaverians renewed these for life on December 3, 1847, Brother 

Bernardus had been dead for almost a year. 

 

 

BROTHER ANDREW  (Joseph Bindeman) 

Born:  Baltimore, Maryland, November 26, 1864 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 26, 1932 

 

Brother Andrew learned about the Xaverian Brothers when he was under 

their care at St. Mary's Industrial School.  In 1883, at the age of nine-

teen, he entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's in Baltimore.  Much of 

his career with us, which covered almost half a century, was associated 

with our schools in Louisville.  He is remembered as a kindly, gentle 

soul. 

 

 

BROTHER URBAN  (Gerard P. Crimmins) 

Born:  Roxbury, Massachusetts, January 25, 1926 

Died:  Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, December 26, 1968 

 
Brother Urban graduated from Cathedral High, Boston, Class of 1943, 
and began his teaching career as a Xaverian in 1949 at St. Francis de 

Sales High School in Utica, New York.  With only three assignments in 
his first twenty years, he returned to Utica in 1963.  On December 26, 
1968, he was one of a group of Brothers who rode down to Boston to 

spend a few days with their parents and relatives.  Shortly after Brother 
Urban arrived at his sister's home, he was stricken.  Rushed to the 
Faulkner Hospital in a taxi, he died in his sister's arms on the way. 

D E C E M B E R   2 7 
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BROTHER BONAVENTURE  (Henry Knockaert) 

Born:  Lissewege, Belgium, February 11, 1851 

Died:  Hammersmith, England, December 27, 1887 

 

Brother Bonaventure entered in Bruges on November 3, 1874, when he 

was twenty-three.  He received the habit on Xavier Day in 1876 and 

took the name of Brother Bonaventure Van Venrooy who had died al-

most two years previously on January 28, 1875.  He was professed on 

August 31, 1877.  Two years later he was assigned to the community at 

St. Mary's Training College, Hammersmith, London.  He died there in 

his thirty-seventh year and was interred in Kensal Green alongside 

Brother Thomas Arzdorf who had died that August 13th. 

 

 

BROTHER JOSEPH  (Peter Atkinson) 

Born:  Preston, Lancashire, England, August 10, 1858 

Died:  Mayfield, England, December 27, 1930 

 

For many years Brother Joseph was associated with Mayfield where he 

made habits and looked after the linen room.  He was loved by every-

body.  About him was that certain intangible something which seemed to 

attract God's blessing on all with whom he came in contact.  His labors 

and his virtues are treasured in the English Province as an inspiration 

and an incentive not to grow weary in doing good. 

 

 

BROTHER JULES  (Jules Bogaert) 

Born:  Staden, Belgium, November 5, 1909 

Died:  Zedelgem, Belgium, December 27, 1931 

 

Brother Jules pronounced first vows on September 8, 1927, two months 

before his eighteenth birthday.  When he completed the normal school 

course at Torhout, he was assigned to Zedelgem where he taught for a 

year and a few months.  He made his profession for life on September 8, 
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1931 and died that year.  He was buried at Zedelgem, and so marked 

was the effect of his brief apostolate that the villagers made his grave a 

place for special prayers.  He was the nephew of Brother Germain (Feb-

ruary 22), who died in the Congo in 1938, and the cousin of several 

Brothers who died with us quite young. 
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D E C E M B E R   2 7 

 
 
BROTHER GEORGE   (Charles W. Rodman) 
Born:  New Haven, Kentucky, October 12, 1890 
Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 27, 1958 
 
Brother George, who greeted everyone as "Honeychild," was born in 
New Haven, Kentucky, but grew up in Bardstown.  He remembered our 
St. Joseph's Preparatory School when it was an orphanage where he 
obliged the Sisters by playing the violin at the concerts arranged for the 
children.  Coming to us in 1913 when he was twenty-three, Brother 
George spent forty-five years in the Congregation, teaching at a dozen 
schools scattered from Wichita, Kansas, to Bangor, Maine.  He was 
good fun.  When he felt that the pastor was not properly heating his 
classroom at St. John's on Temple St., Worcester, he sent him a daily 
postcard with the temperature of the room recorded.  During his last 
years he was a heart patient.  He died at St. Joseph's Infirmary, Louis-
ville, where he was taken after he had suffered a heart attack at St. Xavi-
er's. 
 
 
BROTHER DENNIS JOSEPH  (George G. Lynch) 
Born:  Salem, Massachusetts, August 1, 1900 
Died:  Boston, Massachusetts, December 27, 1973 
 
Brother Dennis Joseph entered on July 7, 1917, shortly after his gradua-
tion from St. John's Prep in Danvers.  For fifty years he taught the clas-
sics in Wheeling, Worcester, Bangor, Baltimore, Louisville, Bardstown, 
Malden and Utica.  During his last five years, he spent his time in the 
classrooms of the younger teachers at Notre Dame, helping them with 
wisdom and experience gained though half a century of his own active 
apostolate.  He was a charming person.  Entering Robert Breck Brigham 
Hospital in Boston for relief from arthritis, he was found to be suffering 
from terminal cancer.  For him it was an experience of many profound 
insights:  of calm acceptance of the nearness of death and untroubled 
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resignation to the will of God; of an almost surprised realization of the 
degree of love so many felt for him and final understanding that his own 
belittling concept of himself was born of a humility that was far short 
from reality; and of a spiritual experience that culminated a life of strict 
religious observance with what observers felt was close to ecstacy at his 
last Nativity liturgy. 
 
 
BROTHER NORBERT  (Augustus J.  Fleming) 
Born:  London, England, March 18, 1894 

Died:  Manchester, England, December 27, 1976 

 

Brother Norbert, born in the Islington section of London, always identi-

fied himself as a true cockney.  Entering in 1912, he was drafted in 

World War I, serving from 1915 to 1919 and receiving many citations.  

His boast:  "I was the only drafted novice to return to the novitiate."  In 

his sixty-four years as a Xaverian, he was a joy to the younger genera-

tion, an eyewitness to and often a victim of oracular judgments.  For a 

supposedly stupid answer in a numbers class, he was sent to help the 

gardener--a life sentence.  On his own he developed an expertise in the 

liturgy and in church architecture, bemused that one could prefer the 

Gothic of Southwark Cathedral to the dazzling Byzantine of Westmin-

ster Cathedral. 
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D E C E M B E R   2 8 

 

 

BROTHER BASIL  (John Kerrisford) 

Born:  Liverpool, England, December 10, 1868 

Died:  Manchester, England, December 28, 1933 

 

Brother Basil, who entered on September 3, 1902, when he was almost 

thirty-four years old, received the habit on New Year's Day in 1904.  

During his thirty-one years in the Congregation, he worked cheerfully 

and industriously at Mayfield, Brighton, Manchester, and Deeping.  He 

bore two years tedious illness before passing to his reward a few weeks 

after his sixty-fifth birthday. 

 

 

BROTHER MAJELLA  (Daniel D. Shea) 

Born:  Cahirceveen, Kerry, Ireland, August 12, 1875 

Died:  Bardstown, Kentucky, December 28, 1959 

 

Brother Majella was not quite twenty in June, 1895, when he arrived in 

the United States from Ireland to live with an older brother in Boston.  

He entered the novitiate at Mt. St. Joseph's in 1902.  For many years, 

Brother Majella had trials, both physical and mental.  For the twenty-six 

years that preceded his retirement to Bardstown in his eighty-second 

year, he was treasurer at St. Xavier's in Louisville.  On January 16, 1956, 

the Louisville TIMES said of him editorially:  "Despite his years and a 

menacing gun, Brother Majella foiled a $5000 robbery . . . . He was un-

armed except for his courage.  'When I seen that I couldn't scare him,' 

the bandit said afterward, 'I took off.' This was a tribute to Brother 

Majella so eloquent we won't even try to embellish it." 

 

 

BROTHER JOHN P. KILLIAN  (Brother John Chrysostom) 

Born:  Boston, Massachusetts, May 8, 1898 

Died:  Framingham, Massachusetts, December 28, 1976 
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John P. Killian entered in his thirtieth year on December 1, 1927.  He 
had been a buyer for the Jordan Marsh Company in Boston and an enrol-
lee in its executive-training program.  The indoctrination at Jordan 
Marsh never wore off.  As a Xaverian he was either procurator or in 
charge of maintenance.  He was advisor to a series of Provincials in their 
business dealings.  In 1940 he was assigned to take charge of the mori-
bund Leonard Hall "to blow taps" for the (blankety-blank) place as he 
said.  In a very short time he decorated the lawns with huge naval can-
nons, installed captain's chairs in the dining room, put the student body 
in naval uniforms and "piped aboard" an era of fame and prosperity.  In 
the 1950's Brother John's heavy smoking added emphysema to his 
chronic asthma.  Hospitalization was frequent.  Finally, in 1974 he was 
forced to enter a nursing home.  To his fellow patients he was the tall, 
distinguished man with the fresh white shirts with French cuffs. 
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D E C E M B E R   2 9 

 

 

BROTHER AUSTIN  (John Roe) 

Born:  New Ross, Wexford, Ireland, April 23, 1823 

Died:  Preston, Lancashire, England, December 29, 1887 

 

Very little is known about this Brother Austin, who came to us in May, 

1867, shortly after his forty-fourth birthday.  According to the Preston 

Log Book, he arrived from Manchester to replace as cook Brother 

Willibrord (February 9) who went to Bolton on January 17, 1874, with 

Brother Ignatius (February 10), the pioneer, to start that mission.  Broth-

er Austin was with the community for twenty years, but he did not pro-

nounce vows until the day he received the last rites, November 13, 1887.  

He was buried alongside Brother Alphonse Tomballe (October 26) in St. 

Mary's Cemetery, Brownedge, five miles out in the country from Pres-

ton.  In the same lot are the remains of Brother Ignatius Melis and 

Brother Patrick Moran (May 14). 

 

 

BROTHER URBAN  (John J. Kelly) 

Born:  Castledown, County Cork, Ireland, January 10, 1870 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 29, 1943 

 
Entering in 1890, Brother Urban spent his first nine years in Louisville.  
Subsequently he was Superior at St. John's, Worcester; Assumption 
School, East Boston; and St. John's Industrial School, Deep River, Con-
necticut.  He served as assistant to Brother Paul (June 18) at St. Mary's 
Industrial School.  Rich with the experience of thirty years, he was cho-
sen pioneer Superior at both Holy Cross in 1920 and Holy Name in 
1924, our first missions in the diocese of Brooklyn.  Brother Urban ac-
cepted nothing less than perfection.  The result was a stream of newly-
arriving and freshly-departing members of the community.  Most of the-
se young men were products of Brother Julian's training.  When Brother 
Julian (April 9) was appointed local Superior in 1936, Brother Urban 
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succeeded him as Novice Master.  He was sixty-six, and he remained on 
the job well into his seventy-third year.  The Brooklyn TABLET paid 
tribute to him editorially:  "A distinguished member of the Xaverian 
Brothers is dead.  He is the venerable Brother Urban, who went to his 
grave full of respect and years . . . . The memory of men like Brother 
Urban and recollection of his sweet, sturdy character have  a way of liv-
ing on." 
 
 

D E C E M B E R   3 0 

 

 

BROTHER CONSTANTINE  (Michael Rademakers) 

Born:  Sittard, Holland, December 15, 1830 

Died:  Manchester, England, December 30, 1901 

 

Brother Constantine, one of the first candidates accepted by Brother 

Vincent (May 2), the second Superior General, was almost thirty years 

old when he presented himself in Bruges on October 22, 1860.  He was 

clothed in the habit during the following summer.  He spent most of his 

religious life on the English "mission" serving at Hastings, Mayfield, 

Hammersmith, and Manchester.  His last assignment was at the Colle-

giate Institute.  He lived to be seventy-one. 

 

 

 

BROTHER SYLVAN  (Joseph A. Mattingly) 

Born:  Leitchfield, Kentucky, May 28, 1882 

Died:  Louisville, Kentucky, December 30, 1951 

 

Brother Sylvan, the younger brother of Brother Alexander (December 

7), taught almost uninterruptedly for fifty-one years.  Two weeks after 

the sudden death of Brother Wilbert (December 16), and without any 

previous illness as a warning, Brother Sylvan of the same community 

was found dead, kneeling at his bedside where he had begun for the last 
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time his morning prayers.  A heart attack had taken him.  Devoted to the 

Mother of God, he founded Our Lady of Fatima Rosary-Making Club 

through which he provided for the missions 25,000 rosaries.  The Louis-

ville Club was the inspiration for many similar undertakings across the 

country.  All his life Brother Sylvan loved the Great Outdoors, and he 

was perhaps the last native American who found pleasure in swinging an 

axe. 

 
 

D E C E M B E R   3 0 

 

BROTHER DENNIS FLYNN (Brother Borromeo) 

Born:  Brooklyn, New York, May 14, 1911 

Died: Louisville, Kentucky, December 30, 1996 
 
Brother Dennis Flynn and his brother, Brother Leroy (May 19), were 

considered two of the finest teachers that their generation in the Congre-

gation produced.  While Brother Leroy’s teaching field was science, 

Brother Borromeo taught English and Latin.  He had such an impact on 

his students that fifty years later Brothers who had him in the Juniorate 

could still recite, without missing a beat, the mnemonics which “Borry” 

had taught them for remembering Latin grammar.   

 

Beginning his teaching career at St. Joseph’s School in Somerville, 

Borromeo moved on very quickly to high school at Keith Academy.  In 

two assignments between 1940 and 1958, he spent fifteen years as a 

teacher at the Juniorate in Peabody.  As a teacher to the aspirants he was 

the perfect role model of the good religious and the excellent teacher.  

He had a way of winning the hearts of high school boys.  In his retire-

ment years he was used as a “poster boy” for the annual retirement issue 

of the Concordia.   The Provincialate received many letters from former 

students of Dennis who were grateful for the impact he had had on their 

lives.  One gentleman who had had  Dennis as a teacher at Xaverian 

High School in the early sixties wrote to ask if Dennis could pray for 

him, “I’ve lost my job, and I have a young family.  I feel certain that if 
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Brother Borromeo would pray for me, I’ll find a job.”  The man’s belief 

in the power of Dennis’ prayers was not misplaced, and when he found a 

job very quickly, he wrote Dennis a beautiful letter thanking him.   

 

Dennis had as profound an impact on his Brothers as he did on his stu-

dents.  An easy man to live with, Dennis brought his gentle nature and 

Irish charm as gift to whatever community he lived in.  In retirement at 

Ryken House both he and Leroy began to do pastoral work at a local 

hospital.  Again the warmth of Dennis’ personality brought comfort to 

many a patient and wise counsel to many a nurse. 

 

Dennis died very suddenly on a visit to Brooklyn, and after his death, 

Brother Thomas More found in Dennis’ room a journal in which he had 

recorded conversations with Jesus.  His conversations give concrete evi-

dence to what everyone already knew, that Dennis was a profoundly 

spiritual man with a very deep and loving prayer life.  In his eulogy for 

Dennis Brother Thomas More wrote:   

 

Denny’s conversations were more like a leisurely chat between 

friends who feel comfortable enough with each other to talk in inti-

mate and warm terms of their common struggles, their pains, frustra-

tions, doubts as well as their joys and their successes.  They reveal 

that he was always aware of Jesus, seeing Him by his side while he is 

walking, driving to the hospital or watching his favorite afternoon tel-

evision show, the soaps. 

 

In one of his last entries in the journal Dennis wrote: 

Walking on a dreary Sunday afternoon, Jesus “engulfed” me.  What a 

thrill.  The feeling lasted awhile.  Doubts seemed to vanish.  Later I 

said, “Jesus, that was a blast.”  Talking to Jesus about afterlife: “I 

feel, Jesus, that You are so real to me that I shouldn’t fear about after-

life.  You and Your Father will be there for me.”  Jesus replied, 

“Dennis, I think you’ve come back to your pristine faith.  Good 

work.” 
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A few weeks after writing that entry, Brother Dennis went home to the 
Lord at the age of seventy-seven and in the sixty-fourth year of his reli-
gious life as a Xaverian Brother.  This saintly man is buried with his 
brother in the Xaverian Cemetery on the grounds of St. X.  
 

D E C E M B E R   3 1 

 

BROTHER BERCHMANS  (Henry E. Middleton) 

Born:  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 26, 1880 

Died:  Baltimore, Maryland, December 31, 1952 

 

Brother Berchmans, a modest, self-effacing, roly-poly little man, was a 

member of the Congregation for almost fifty-six years.  He was secre-

tary for many years at St. Mary's Industrial School.  He served as the 

Superior of the community at St. James School in Newark, New Jersey.  

Wherever he was assigned, he was the community organist.  He was 

seventy-two when he died, embarrassed at having to be waited on.  Each 

morning he asked the nurse when she awakened him, "Am I still here?" 

 

 

BROTHER JAMES E. LYNCH  (Brother Meinrad) 

Born:  Lowell, Massachusetts, September 30, 1926 

Died:  Norfolk, Massachusetts, December 31, 1976 

 

Brother James died of cancer on New Year's Eve at the Pondville Hospi-

tal.  He was fifty years old and had been a member of the Congregation 

for thirty-two years.  A graduate of Keith Academy, Lowell, he obtained 

his Bachelor's degree at Detroit University and did further graduate work 

at Boston College and Fordham University.  Having taught at Cardinal 

Hayes High School in the Bronx; Archbishop Stepinac in White Plains, 

New York; Holy Name, Brooklyn; and St. Patrick's in Baltimore, he 

volunteered in 1960 for our East Africa missions.  He spent fourteen 

years there, teaching at Kitale and Mumias.  At the latter he was princi-

pal from 1968 to 1974.  Returning to the States, he served as treasurer at 

Xaverian Brothers High School in Westwood, Massachusetts. 
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